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ABSTRACT

In tandem with increasing affluer ce, more and more Singaporeans are aspiring to

own private housing. There exists a vast literature in the field of real estate,
particularly on public housing and especially on topics concerning price movement,
supply and demand, and investment. However, none at doctoral level investigate
housing preferences in Singapore. Furthermore, there is also a growing need to further
understand the many aspects of private housing. This study, therefore documents and

explains the housing preferences of owner occupiers in an attempt to fill this gap.

The study begins by emphasizing; how rising afiluence among the people leads to
aspirations by the people to own p ‘ivate housing. It goes on to document the evolution
of private housing in Singapore Tom as early as the 1920s to the present day. A
household survey was carried out to gather primary data for statistical analysis. The
latter chapters outline the conceptual housing preferences models and present findings
on housing preferences and satisfiction of owner occupiers. One of these findings is
that environmental attributes are ¢ f utmost importance to owner occupiers. This study
also reveals that owner occupiers «re more satisfied with their housing units than with
their neighbourhood and that 99-year leasehold housing remains unpopular with

owner occupiers.

The various approaches in managing rising aspirations of the people to own private
housing are also discussed. Indeed, this study shows that current approaches are very
much influenced by government policy. Aspects of housing such as environmental
and locational considerations exarnined in this thesis are of interest to private sector
developers and designers. Of couse, these aspects take into consideration the specific
housing preferences of the owner occupiers highlighted in this study. These include
among many other factors, the preferences of the owner occupiers for privacy, security
and environmental factors such a: peace and ventilation, all of which are unveiled in

this study.
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