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ABSTRACT 
 
The education in Timor-Leste has undergone through several educational systems. The 

European Missionaries and the Portuguese colonial introduced its rudimentary and elite-

oriented group educations system before 1975. A community needs-base orientation 

education system was introduced by Frente Revolucinario de Timor-Leste (Fretilin) party 

who proclaimed the independence of Timor-Leste unilaterally in 1975.  From 1976 to 

1999 under the Indonesian invasion, it applied a mass education-orientation system.  

 

The 95 per cent destruction of the sector in 1999 following the announcement of the 

result of referendum the sector was undergoing an emergency period of education 

system. The education reconstruction was only commenced after the restoration of the 

country’s independence 20 May 2002. The first basic education policy was approved in 

2007. The basic law of education was approved and promulgated in 2008 defining a 

definitive education system of the country. Both the policy and the basic law for 

education laid down fundamental basis for change in the sector.  

 

The country desperately needs an education that could prepare the students as the future 

generations of the country. It might need to prepare the students with knowledge, skills, 

and attitudes that reflects the changes of the past education systems but also learning 

from best practices of them. It might need to prepare the students to respond to the needs 

as a newly independent country which is lacking of human resources capacity to explore 

and defend its resources. And, it might prepare the students for responding to the needs in 

the future both the advantages and the benefit of globalization.  

 

This research is a study to explore the views and perceptions of the government, the 

churches, an institution that have been played critical role in the sector during the history 

of the country, the education donors, the parents and community, the teachers, and the 

students on the purpose of education in Timor-Leste. It analyses their views to identify 

tensions, trends, and gaps based on the established seven conceptual frameworks 

designed for the study accumulated from the result of literature review and the education 

documents. 
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