Chapter VIII
CONCLUSION

This chapter can be but en extended note on the university's current
extension drives and a form of appra:sal! of the major movements, attitudes
and achievements of the years imder scrutiny. For the adult education issue
hag become blurred1 as to demarcation for the University, much as it had
done for the A.A.A.E. at an earlier time. Indeed. of a truth, ‘'adult
education’, by the 1980s, if n>st long before. had become inextricably bound
up with all the complex forms of conmmunity dialogue deemed necessary with
the passing of the 1860s natioinal exuberant mood. The work of Madgwick in
the Australian Army, or of Ejerle, Warburton and Dunton in New England,
must seem now to have been the joyous activity of a golden dawn of
university extension leadersiyip which did not fulfill 1{its promise. And
Nelson, another of those pione:rs, had been moved sideways. perhaps mainly
from the perception that his grand visions and (imperial) requests for more
staff were anachronistic, if n»>t irrelevant to a more pragmatic and austere
time for the university.

The thesis propounded at tle outset (in the ‘Introduction') is one which
needs modification now, in that it is not just the ‘rise and fall’ of an
a.e. 1ideal for the ‘province’', New England, and for 1its major tertiary
institution. Rather 1is it taat the on-going momentum of UNE's modern
Department of Continuing Education, and 1its other University-based
research-cum-extension brother providers, has become more diverse 1in the
range of offerings, and sp2cialized for various communities, as 1is
appropriate some thirty and more years after the commencement of the first
serious extension work in 1943. However, it is possible to argue that the
remarkable dedication of the founder fathers of the original University
College, as well as of the Federal and State Country Parties, their
educational goals, and their notions of de-centralized development have
lived on - in the more richly diverse outreach of the University; in more
generally encountered Australian appreciation of New England style of

further/continuing education:2

and in the surprisingly successful state and
federal bipartisan policies for a.e. momentum since the early 1870s. And

the new University - which rose from the old on July 17, 1989 - by wvirtue

1. See Appendix F iii, for Lascelles Wilson’s judicious classification
in 1971 of the widenings of th2 perceived ‘range of providers’.

2. In the period in qu2stion, Departmental staff had gone to:
Macquarie, Adelaide. New South Wales, Wollongong, Nottingham and
other universities to work/teazh, while its graduatess/diplomates are
to be found: in T.A.F.E. nationally; in many C.A.E.5 now absorbed
into network univergities: and in many educational agencles, both in
Australia and overseas.
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of its amalgamation with tvo Colieges of Advanced Education and an
Agricultural College,3 - will jecome an exciting organization, impelled by
government into the sort of r:2levant community dialogue so yearned for in
1979 by E.C. Iceton who could see no likelihood of such an event occurring

again in the over cautious and inwardly-looking, 1970s style, University.

From the time of setback and the threat of major funding cuts to the
University’s adult education a:tivit:es in 1966, the work of its organizer-
provider Department (of Un.versity Extension, and then, later, of
Continuing Education) had ba2en perceived as being progressively more
‘marginal’4 and less ‘well regarded'5 by the wuniversity staff and
administration - or so the con’/entional orthodoxy would have it. Of course.
this was but one perspective, and came from a very different ©position to
that held by: the community-sympathetic University Council; the local
consumer of the (applied) edu:ational product; and from those well versed
in the actualities of extension or adult education provision, and aware of
the reachable community’s neels and anticipations which had so l!ong been

met, at least in some degree.

[f for a moment we regarc the rural faculties' work. and that of the
special internal provider ageicies of the 1970s and 1980s, as subordinate
to that of the designated depa - tment, then it is so much easier to see that
the original and particular tirust to a.e. at New England had come about

from two forces

(i) the regional perception of its own serious dasprivation
of further education., of cultural offerings and of
extension ‘know-how', both in the 1830s and tor at least

the next two or three decades: and
from (ii) a vphilosophical view 3f adult sducation which saw the
ordinary man, and woman, as capable of ‘direct,

pertinent, intelligent and disciplined discussion
[of]l contributing to an educative scciety ... . 'l
wonder why we are s2 little conscious of the great

3. In drange, N.5.W.

4. The term has been widel r so used, and no more significantly than in
his 1968 assessment of i.e. nationally, by Professor F.H. Partridge
(p. 168 of his Society, 5chools and Progress in Australia).

5. While this was the c¢.aim of many administrator-academics post
‘Howie’, the truth was rather that the academic body, being
progressively less participatory, was very ill-informed as to this

work, and prepared to azcept the contention that a.e. was draining
off scarce resources frim the teaching and research enterprise, and
was neither necessary nor important in any wvalid way for the
University enterprise.
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potential for thought and action amongst ordinary people
- who [assisted by a.e.] could be enjoying the growth of
ideas, the growth of others, and the growth of
ourselves.’

The first catalysing force was both social and regionally political in its
origins and is to be associated with the thoughts of E.C.G. Page and P.A.
Wright, and with their various associates and friends across the northern
third of the State of New Soutt Wales.

The second perception of necessary social ‘intervention' was one
concerned with the need for a.¢. to work towards social change in specific
communities and to liberate thcse long denied educational opportunity, and
imbued with the ideal of the creation of better members of society. It was
one concerned with the Great Depression, and that impact had fired the
early a.e. officers, the first two directors and, even more significantly,
their leader, the Warden of tte College and the first Vice-Chancellor of
the University, R.B. Madgwick. A number of these men had rural (and, often
very impoverished) antecedents, both in Australia and overseas, and these,
combined with wartime <(and often A.A.E.S. experiences), made them
passionately community-orientec and 'New Englanders by conviction'. Despite
the wvarious attempts at outres:ch during the Second World War as organised
by the early Warden, Dr. E. Broth, it was the tutorial classes offered by
A. Eberle that constituted the first real attempt of the University College
to come to grips with the cultiral and social problems of the nearer rural
community, with its offerings of technical classes, activities for women,
and the first Community or Rural Residential School weekends. His
successor, A.J.A. Nelson, brouyht the further outreach.7 with his founding
of the far-flung regional offices, community development projects,
agricultural work with G.L. llcClymont, and his own early planning for

external studies.8

The first ten years or so (1954-35) of Nelson's directorship followed,
at core in fact and 1ideal the old (wartime) political and moral

g

A.J.A. Nelson., in Apr | 197%, in a retrospective essay for The
Journal of the Royal Aus:ralian Army Education Corps.

0y

7. One recalls, in this context, poet Les Murray’s maxim that New

England is a state of mind’.

8. Until c¢. 1963 these wer. remarkably geared to the immediate region,
as with their (weekend) Residential Schools in northern towns like
Inverell, Grafton, Lismore or Gunnedah. The Sydney focus came later
and related particular y to urban-attractive subjects. It is of
interest that a prominent U.S. extension wuniversity, Wisconsin,
should only move to extirnal degrees after many years of University
Extension. See pp. 293-214 of Malcolm S. Knowles, The Modern Practice
of Adult Education: Fron Pedagogy to Andragogy (revised and wupdated
edition, 1880).
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exhortation of R.B. Madgwick-

we are fighting for tte survival of democracy and of free

political institutions ... to make these ideas real ... and to
revivify them as ideals and incentives ...

Properly understood (arnmy) adult education ... can do much to
lay the basics for a reaconable world ... and equip the people

to build this new world end ... to take their rightful place in

it. (Excerpted from the 1842 Memorandum,” Directorate of Army

Educationl
That this |Iilberal ideal was inderstood by those reached by the similar,
peacetime, cultural mission ir the north, from c. 1948 to 1964, 1is clear
from another section10 of the Melson 1975 essay

The only judges who really matter are the men and women whom it

tried to serve. In one sense, | believe, their wverdict has
already been given, aince it does not seem reasonable to
suppose that the scheme would have taken root ... as it did

without commending itself to public opinion as a good and
useful thing.

The early co-operative c.d. work of 1956 would be called by HMadgwick in

prophetic vein an effort ‘which may act as the model for the rest of the

11

western world’, But he tten added that even that achievement was

meaningless ‘unless we [alll continue to do our share in the

responsibilities which are irvolved',!'% and give ‘every person in every

home ... a say in the various problems as they are dealt with’.

This notion that a.e./comnunity work was the university's prime and

essential social activity wzs not, unfortunately, incorporated in the

University’s charter.13 and this challenging and seemingly axiomatic aspect

9. This was a form of charter for the A.A.E.S. See Chapters | and I[I1].

10, These words were taker from an unpublished essay of Lieut. Col.
Wilcher (A.A.E.S.), and cited by Nelson. They are meant, of course,
as a tongue-in-cheek corment on the by then undervalued work of the

Department which he had 'eft ir 1971.

11. Gratton Daily Examiner, .1 September 1856, p. 2.
12. Ibid.
13. This was pointed out, (n p. 2 of the Walker Sub-Committes’'s Draft

Report on Residential Schools, of November 1967, viz. that:
There 1is no specitic mention of University Extension in the
University Act or By-Laws.
Malcolm Knowles discusses the needful [American] ‘policy base’ for
university a.e., adding:
the gtrongest progrzms in universities are in those institutions

in which the a.e. tnit is parallel to academic affairs ... and
the chief executive officer is a vice-president for continuing
education. The increased power and prestige ... come with high

organizational statis ... . (Op.cit., p. 71)
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of the U.N.E. submission to the Murray Commisgsion in 1957 was 1{ignored
almost entirely. Despite the supportive power of many friends in Sydney in
the University's early year«, Madgwick and Nelson were wunwise in not
ensuring from the academic body some form of +total, personal and,
preferably, legal, university committment to their cause. Worse would come
when, soon after Madgwick's retiring, the key A.E. Committee lost its
simple and direct access tn Council, and had to pass the aggressive
financial scrutiny of depa:tmentally focused empire-building young
professors who had no interest in the old “traditions’. Yet at the same
time the actual staff of the Department were busy about diverse activities
- in music, drama, local history, geophysics, etc. - many of which would be
the important fore-runners of significant later developments, within the
University‘14 Meanwhile, as the University grew apace, the ‘authorizing' or
‘validating' committees, who:ie task it was to vet proposed a.e./c.e.
offerings, became more comple:. No longer was it just the Vice-Chancellor
as the Chairman, and the Director zs the Secretary. The early A.E./U.E.
Committees of small! academic and large community membership would be
succeeded in 1966 by the Unive'sity Extension Committee of the Professorial
Board, while, in 1870, the‘'e was a ‘General Planning Committee for
University Extension’, a Comm.ttee of Council, but heavily weighted with
professors. In 1975 there was no committee at all but, in 1976 there was
created the new Board of Cont .nuing Education, a body of some 20 members,
which by 1878 had reached a :otal membership of 32. Thus an in-group of
those who would now be percieived as ‘palace favourites' had hecome an
unwieldy body, where the commuiity representatives could easily be ignored,
and were, as the Board became less and less significant as an initiating
force, and prevented from stinulating new policies, let alone from giving
their perspectives on the need to ma:ntain a range of courses still offered

to the public in the various r:gions.

14, One could really include the Natural Resources Faculty a development
under the list of Departnental initiatives, since, in the early days
of the mid-1960s droug>t, Professor G.J. Butland (Geography) and
A.J.A. Nelson had applia2d jointly for a visitor under the Fulbright
Programme for 1865, namely Pro’essor Lawrence S. Hamilton, a forester
from the Department of Conservation at Cornell University. Their
submigsion had included inder section 6 ('Circumstances making such a
visit desirable’):

.«. there is an urgont need both to formulate a natural
programme of resou‘'ce conservation and planning before
it is too late and to educate a wide cross-section of
public opinion in tiis regard.
and concluding: ‘such a visit ... would be the essential stimulus for
such an inter-disciplinary approach’.
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The American Style of Rural Science, Agricultural Economics, etc.

For several years after his appointment in December 1854, Professor G.L.
McClymont had busied himself in community work15 - both in the Tablelands
and on the Clarence - and he had taken American advice.16 thus imparting an
urgent American ‘land grant' style to his faculty, and to 1its junior
partner, Agricultural Economics, - the last led by first Belshaw, then
Lewis, and, later, by Dillon and Musgrave. This American influence would
continue, so that the asscciated Departments, Sociology,17 Public
Administration, etc. would assume easily a policy stance and, in the 1970s.
provide extension units which were largely autonomous and, most
gignificantly, free from general university cavil or financial
intervention. Indeed, it is tte practical or American style of extension
unit which has had the least difficulty surviving inside the University,
not least because of 1its ccnsiderable concern with money, financial
viability and the profit motive. The more liberal or traditional a.e..
being ‘British’, aesthetic, scholarly, and less of concern to the practical
Australian male ethos, has had the harder task to survive in more austere
days. Always a seemingly static area and more patronised by women, its
authoritative impact has diminished under the influences, individual or
cumulative of: television (from the later 1860s); easy holiday travel
(relatively cheap at least urtil the early 1980s); the movement towards
career and vocational educatior, with grants more for skill-development and
job-oriented programmes; ecolcgical and computer-education projects; and
the strong behaviourist orientation of much contemporary education theory

and practice.

The period of seeming total University committment

In all probability Madgwisk and Eberle, and then Nelson, were lulled
into a false sense of considerable university support by the freedom from
criticism of their concepts in those early days. Not only had many academic
statf volunteered as tutors tor a.e. work, but almost all who could had

attended community-oriented seninars by the many distinguished visitors to

15. See Chapter 111,

16. First from Dr. Macken:zie of Oregon (before 1956, when N. Ysates
arrived) and from W. Baker in 1956-57. Details of this were given in
conversation by Emeritus Professor N. Yeates (Foundation Professor of
Livestock Husbandry), at varicus times. See his Stone on Stone: A
Pioneer Family Saga (187{) for particular events and names.

17. Compare the early sociolcgy work of Warburton, as in his contact with
Frofessor S.T. FPorteou: of Hawaii. or with the Maori ceaders and
university teachers in Avckianc.
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the Department 1in the early yaars.18 The record of Professor W. Baker's
visit, from late July 1956, snows tnat he had met almost all the middle
level and senior teachers and rz2searchers, and that he seemed to carry them
with him. Even such ‘academic’ figures as Professor J. Sommerville, M.

Kelly, and others, appeared satisfied with the proffered justifying
arguments. A particularly interesting stance was that of Professor
McClymont.19 who then pointed ouat

that it was normal for a university to work on problems which
were related to the needs of sonciety ... whether they existed
in the past as did the problems of the historian, or in the
present as did ... the social scientist and natural scientist
(62c).

Baker's and Madgwick's assumptions were that all university and community

members understood these concepts.20

As will be clear from the remarks about N.E.R.A.A.L. (Appendix G v) or
the various comments on the year 1976.21 the members of the Department, more
and more obstructed inside the University, had turned to a less liberal and
more pragmatic community style of further education, in its way not so
dissimilar to that of Eberle more than a generation earlier. While their
revenue-producing work with traditional regular classes and residential
schools was more and more cautious, since it had to generate ever larger
(profit) sums,22 the members of staff were really repeating, on a much
larger scale, grassroots vocational work of the style practised by Eberle
in the small hamlets of the post-war and economically depressed New England
of his own day. They were going to the people and listening to the people
and then endeavouring to fill/make possible their expressed requirements.
Yet now change, relativity ard educational pluralism were part of more

progressive views of the world.

* * *

18. These matters were verified, courtesy of A.J.A. Nelson, by consulting
the file, Visitors, Overseas 15/2 - running from 4-7-1956 to 2-3-
1964. See Appendix G viii.

19. He would work most procuctively with Baker a little later 1in the
Clarence Region., (See Chapter I11.)

20. See Appendix G viii. Tte widest publicity had been given Baker’'s
visit by the Director of Public Relations and Publicity, (File 66/56)
on 17 July 1956.

21, See Chapter VII above.

22, $250,633 in 1986; $330,310 in 1987, this last coming out finally at
$355,000; and at $493,396, for 1988. (See Annual FKeports of the
University for 1987 and 1888.)
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23 for the Murray

When Robert Menzies bhad laid down the directives
Committee on Australian Universities in December 1956, the first three of

his topics 'in the best interests of the nation’ had been:

1. the role of the Univarsity in the Australian community;
2. the extension ... of university facilities;
and 3. technological education at the university level,

In the accepted final Report’'s comments on the University of New England,
there were two points of interesting emphasis (p. 26), namely that:

‘it is in a rural setting’;

and: ‘in our opinion this is an experiment which is likely to have a
significant influence on Australian university development’.

While the general tenor of *'Murray’ was opposed to sub-degree work, there

is recognition of another ‘role of the universities in the
community' (p.126), wviz.: ‘the wuniversities should ... be guardians of
intellectual integrity in the community’ - a view close to Nelson's

contemporary theories as to Australian democracy.

Directorial (mis-) understandirg

In a very real sense, N:lson, and lceton later, as theorists and
planners may be held to have themselves accepted the 1857 challenge . The
great extension problem for thre Department, and thus for the University,
was the wvacuum left after Madgwick’s departure. While both Nelson and
Madgwick were wvisionaries, they were not sufficiently realistic as to
ensure an adequate statutory tase for the future. Had they worked to make
the Department a ‘national certre’ for a.e. - such as would be formed in
Canberra in 1969 at the Austrelian National University - and had it been
adequately funded by some ‘outside'/international trust such as Kellogg or
Carnegie, the future developnents could well have outdone those of the
Rural Development Centre (fourded in 1977 as the Kellogg Rural Adjustment
Unit).

Another 1impression, re-enforced by the reading of various surviving
personal files, is that the Madgwick men - Eberle, Nelson, Howard,
Warburton and Dunton in particular - were all loners, men of <considerable
quality and maturity, who ‘got on with the game’. Their differing styles
and philosophies were progressive and humanistic, placing their emphasis on
the person as learner, and c(oncentrating upon the human potential for

growth in both cognitive ard affective areas of life. They were all
23. See 'Terms of Reference’. p. 5 of Report (the ‘Murray Report’) of the
Committee on Australian Universities (Canberra, 1857). The fourth

directive was concerned vith adequate funding.
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remarkably optimistic in their approazh to personal and societal change. It
wag after their several final da2partures that the unsecured base became the
more vulnerable to the more probing inquiries of the Cowen period and
later. The only way in which tne Department could have built more solidly
on its 1955-66 achievements would have been by

the appointment of very much more senior men to the regions:
the relatively early establisning of a scholarly teaching (cum
extension) Institute;
¢ obtaining some form of trust-endowment in order to rid it of
the probings into its running costs, and hence continual
questioning of its ssecific activities;
and : some massive change of heart 2y the University's academics and
administrators.

. .

Interestingly enough, the Daw<ins-lied initiatives of 1987 and the ‘new’
university of 1988, may yet, in their own way, bring about the centralized
role which Iceton had envisaged for tae Department. The many attritions of
the Department’s c.e. staff may have pruned it down to a skeletal versionZ®
of 1its former self, perhaps the more ready, through 1its hard working
Continuing Education Officers in the field, to hear the (local) community
voice again after much of the sudden pretentiousness of ‘'extending the

university’ in the period c. 19534-1971.

The needful preparation for the style of a likely new, leaner Extension
Department, had been made fairly clear at the Twelfth Congress of the
Univergities of the (British) Commonwealth, held in Vancouver in 1978,
where the major planning session had oeen devoted to ‘Reconciling National,
International and Local Roles of Univarsities with the Essential Character
of a University', while popular support and ‘approval’ was also discusged.
It was argued then: that ‘*the pressures of the electorate may be such
that social demands and local needs will be given most weight (pp. 274-75):
that there will be a requirement to adjust promptly to changing community

needs’ (p. 277); and that ‘academic bodies ... can no longer ... count on a
degree of insulation that has protezcted them ... from community probing’
24, To be delayed for another 10 years, and still, in 1989, without the

recommended professor in charge. Both Nelson and Crew wished all such
teaching to be largely irdependent of the school-oriented Faculty of
Education.

25. For example, in 1969, residential schools and regional seminars alone
had totalled more than 146,000 student contact hours, while in 1985
residential hours were down to 14,850 and all activities including

discussion groups work were just under 50,000. (See Reports of 1970
to Advisory Board and 19{5 Annual Report of D.C.E.)
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(p. 278). Many other papers (several from Australia®-) stressed:

the importance of c.e. (p. 328):
the positive use of l2isure time as a university concern
(p. 343);

and the requirement that institutions ‘'should want to develop an
extra dimension as rasource centres27 of help to the
neighbourhood’ (p. 401).

Even more interestingly, the priorities for universities’ a.e. offerings
were then still ranked as: (i) liberal: (1i) continuing education;
(iii) professional/vocational; and (iv) concerned with social justice.

Sadly these forewarnings and challanges were not digested by the New
England delegates, since they n=2ither contributed, nor did they report the
international cautions against pruning a.e. back to their own Council wupon
return.

¥ * *

Barriers to this (1978) Challenge to Sympathy for Liberal Continuing
Education in (Australian) Universities

Inimical influences in the face of old liberal c.e. seemed in 1973-80,

to be both national and social:

- the obsession with deve lopment (see Williams)., material greed,
and the political fear that the unemployed would seem to be
neglected 1if wundue nimbers of impractical/liberal courses
should be offered:

- authoritarian (centra!. educational systems;

or - the widesgread intolerznce of university departments of
Education4® for a.e./c.e.

ye]
(s)]

Significant Australian contributions had come from: Sir John
Crawford (Proceedings, pp.26, ff.; Professor B.R. Williams (pp.200
ff.); with Sir Hermann Black contributing to ‘What Range ot
Learning’. The short title of the volume is Pressures and Friorities
(London, A.U.B.C., 1978). The plans for sub-degree diplomas and more
practical degree courses in such areas as tourism, hospitality, etc.
may be held (in 1989) to have ‘moped up’ large areas of demand
earlier assisted by ron-credit extension offerings. *Resource
centres' like the New England Historical Resources Centre, the Water
Policy Centre, etc. may be held to have replaced occasional seminar
of lecture offerings in the same areas.

27. By Sir Frederick Daintcn (U.K.). The new (1989) wuniversity has a
number of these.

28. See L.F. Neal (a liberal), on ‘Function of a Departiment of Education’
(Vestes IV, 2 June 1861; and note the omission of a.e. from G.S.
Harman, The Politics or tducation: a Bibliographical Guide (1974)).
The files of minutes ¢f the Faculty of Education at New England
indicate considerable tension between its members and those of the
D.C.E., particularly in relation to a.e./c.e. teaching - of any type.



Yet other reasons were due :0 the characteristics of the Australian

university, qua institution, inc:luding: (i) a rigid stance29

adopted in the
tace of reforms: (ii) various »sublic service/accounting attitudes endemic
within the university decisioi-making, leaving this in the hands of the
tew, and of those at the top: opposition to decentralized and better

informed decision—making,So

et:.; (iii) an assumption that responsibility
to society is somehow best achi:ved by having ‘scholars within’ and by not

providing any outreach; and (iv) an inadequate franchise for the

institution and the presence of wvery limited knowledge of further
education, or similar extension altruism, in the members of the inner
cadre.

* * *

A re-appraisal of the New Englaind vision, the efforts and achievements in

‘adult education’

In the earlier years of thit¢ century, Australian a.e. was a fairly clear
concept, British in inheritanc2, liberal, urban,31 formal, and presented
vgually in classes of regular mz2eting. It related very largely to the more
static British political and so:zial svstem, whose problems and development
had been spread over time, arisen gradually, and so been solved. The
problem was other in Australia, a new nation, where the British models have
either not survived, or, 1ecessarily, have required considerable
modification. A Sydney model, zonservative and cautious, would remain in
New South Wales long after Vew England had evoived a very different
approach to the further education of adults in the years after school was

over.

Further, New England and {3 former A.A.E.S5. men had seen that dynamic
and democratic attitudes could be passed on through further education to
rural people, as could an unijerstanding of governmental and political

29. Cp. P.K. Wheeler, ‘Barriers to Educational Change in Australian
Universities'. Vestes XI/1Il, No. 3 (1870), pp. 246-258.

30. After the relative flourishing of an early Academic Board from May
1980, this body became a forum for debate, the real power lying in
the Academic Advisory Committez, a standing committee which did not
report its proceedings publicly. It was finally abolished 1in June
1989, and has been replaced in due course by a much less democratic
*Senate’. Yet that body is quite likely to be over-ruled on community
matters by the new ‘people’s’ Board of Governors (replacing, in July
1989, the old Council).

31. See G.A. Almond and S. Verba, An Analytic Study: The Civic Culture
{Abridged 1965 edition: Little Brown and Company).
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institutions. And both Madgwic< and Nelson, in particular, realized that
a.e. can communicate the explicit norms of democratic participation and

responsibility.

Philosophical conflict both inhz2rited and indigenous

As the second and third chaptercs make clear, the great driving force
behind the post-war New England a.e. effort was the notion of a new
Australia, even of a new style of caring and informed civilization. While
they did not succeed on a national a.e. front, Duncan, Miils and Madgwick
had wvaliantly sought to extend into weacetime the considerable government

32 25 needei in war. so that major social changes could

powers of the Allies
be carried out. The war had brought to Australia a high degree of unity and
national self-awareness, and what was not lost afterwards was an awareness

of the vast potential for dynanic development of social organization and,

particularly, of governmental planiing. In New England there was a
perception of the repulsive (physical) circumstances of a squalid life, as
well as an understanding of the limited culture, and of the existing
limitations to people’s imaginative, intellectual and spiritual lives.33

The relationship between culture undarstood and an orderly democracy was
seen to lie in regional adult education, 34which would preserve ailing

(rural) communities, and prevent a pessimistic view of human experience.

In 1941, and later, members of the Moot (of British idealists and social

35,

thinkers were concerned with

the ordering of the new society that 1is quite evidently
emerging [in Western countries] and how it can be shaped in the
reconstruction after the war is over.

32. Yet Butler’s 1944 Education Bill had far-reaching consequences, in
Australasia no less than in Britain.

33. Witness the emphasis on cffering literary, theological and historical
courses, of all of which J.W. Warburton, Bishop Moyes, A.C.M. Howard,
and A.J.A. Nelson were especial champions.

34. This was Max Weber’'s second classification in his typology of
education, expounded ir The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism (1330), and elsewhere.

35. They are listed with attendances in the Appendix to Roger Kojecky's
T.5. Eliot’s Social Crit:cism (London, Faber, 1971).

36. Op. cit. p. 201,



A like vision of the individual and social potential was passicnately heid
in New South Wales by the N.E.U.C’s leaders. and the a.e. endzavour was a
part of the necessary intesllectual enfranchisement of all the region’s
people, that they might the tetter monitor the conduct eof politicians and
economists, each playing both his or her social role (as «citizens of a
democracy) and their personal one, the better to develop aill their latent
powers, and so enjoy as meanirgful a life as possible. In particular, bozh
Madgwick and Nelson would write, of the individual and community lirfe,
their <cherished view that ‘“the good man and the good «citizen are
identical’. While not ali of the eariy leaders would link their perceptions

explicitly with religion and Christian work and witness, as HMadgwick and

Moyes did, EBelshaw, Howard. [untcn and several or the othsrs wsre dsvout
Crhristians whose lives were “seamizsz’ wholes. Tneir notions of  culturai
ceogpertunity and spiritual fulfilment were moral principles. - much as  was,
for example, Ebsrlse’s crusace for good community lisraries., or Nelson’s
like incsistance con the avaiiatility or quality books of relevance for every
learning exercise, however physically isolated.

As far as community derselopment 1is concerned, this <campaign, so

unfortunateiy misunderstood within the University, was an eminently sane
one, linked with and concerned to reconcile a number of different
educational ends - such as the occupational, the social and the individual
- with means which were democratic. consuitative. organic to the community
and, apbove alil, positive., Prcperly understond, it would save families and
communities. preserve social coherence and identity, and give all the
members of any such group a stared hope. Yet other examples of the praxis -
like Nelson’s work for U.N.E.S.C.0., or the decesntralised personal/group
study of particular countries - would enable better international
understanding and would further the likelihood of wider peace in one's own

time.

Ideaily, orf course, the r:flect.ve individual citizen. must. like his
University, be concerned with the potential for good in a time of flux, and
endeavour to eliminate eventially the dangers which are inherent in that
chaocs. Similarly., every individual has a chance to influence his own milieu
- and more distant ones - through the information outflow which he makes

towards others. in his conversation, writing,37

and in the sharing of his
own 1insights and discoveries. For in every extension class, in every
continuing education exercise there was and is a committment to a search, a
policy, a change which will bring about enlightenment, social amelioration,
or meaningful! 1insights, as well as the chance to make the individual
citizen more responsible. For the citizen’s moral burden is on one and all

to find/retain aesthetic stancards in a technological age, and to explain

37. This is a keystone to the M. Price - inspired T.S5.W. schools and
philosophies.
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to his or her fellow the poteatial of every seemingly fluid situation. to
create humane and workable nev organizations., to contribute to a changing
world, and to inculcate a sense of the preciocusness of all learning. anag

pacrticularly that which is creative and lire invigorating.

Related to both these geals fcr all adults were the (Departmsntal)
concerns with: all levels of edacation38 and with its improvement;:
leadership in (particularly ~omen's and) community organizations:Bg the
elimination or the causes or (regional) povertys; the deliberate concern to
ease racial prejudice: professional retraining: and the goal that every
clitizen shoulid become more resconsible within his community, thereby acting
to ensure and enhance its democratic purposes. In all these endeavours., the
Lepartment was concerned to nake more civilized the peopie whom it was
serving, and itself to ever s=rve, in a more civilized way, tne causes of
democracy in each and every zommunity to which the adult citizen might

belong.

Stimulus to University Research and “ublication

Another aspect o©f the e:tensicnrsa.e. endeavours has been the guite
remarkable priming assistancz to (beginning) research and to serious
university publication over a very wide range of disciplinss, ana not
merely to those of applied economics, or the ‘rural’ or policy subjects.
Thus it is impossible to over-stress the significance of the Departments’s

supportive work for: the preservinz/interpreting of Australian rama:“o

the study of local histox‘y"ll

1t a number of intellectual levels: projects

in regional economic historv: insightful overviews of social work among the

region's deprived, oparticularly th2 Aborigines; regicnal dsveiopment of

many kinds: tourism and regional culture; popularizing (Catholic) theciogv,

and escumenical work with the Cnarles Strong Trust: inculcating the habit or
n

intelligent group discussion within >ne’'s home community; the study of the

38. Compare the various Departmental concerns with (and schocls on): the
New Education Fellowship: thsz Wyndham Scheme high schcol reforms:
rural education; instruction in child psychclogy; or a more recent
like cluster of projects from A.R.A.U. and the R.D.C.

29, E.g. in the service cluts.

49, A special debt is owed here t> A.C.M. Howard and, for the +{radition
of ‘work-shopping’ quality new plays., to Tom Keneally.

&1. This will be one of the particular strengths of the ‘new’ University
of New England, with particular dipiomas here.
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interrelationships of history. geography and economy and of a country’s*=
resultant social life; the lnowledge and conservation of flora of the
various ‘Ecofest’ study areas: the traditional culture of the Aborigines

43

and 1its tragic shattering; jlasma physics; computer skills: faunal

44 45

problems: local government processes: town planning and the related

escape40 trom stagnation and despair; and so many other themes.

Indeed. it is not too much to claim that the Department was able <o
‘prime’ the pumps of many teaching cepartments and so to lead them, from
the narrow round of teaching ard ‘external’ marking, into research: and to
make possible for very many inrividuals the key early publications of their
careers. As the circumstances (f the universities changed in this country,
it was largely their work wi-h the Department - and 1its wvarious ‘field
laboratories’ - that made N¢ew England’s academics more Australian in

47 and

outlook, resourceful. responsitle in their people-directed research.
able to give the University i-s distinctive stamp. As far as the related
a.e. or c.e. monograph publications themselves are concerned. it is not
possible to ascertain the fu | numter of these. due to the records not
being preserved, but librar:  searches would suggest that, in the last

thirty years, their total wornild agegregate to somewhere about 1.000 - a

42, This refers not merely to Australian history but alsc tc the proiects
entitlied ‘country of s.udy’' znd to the ongoing interest 1in these
yearly publications, since 197(.

43, Particularly since the 8970s courses on Fortran, so weil led by J.
Burr.

44, E.g. the dingo survey.

45, This 1is yet another exumple of the Department being ahesad of the
formal academic endeavou ', of its moulding the University rather than
merely displaying its wa'es. Thus the planning work within Geography
would cause that academi: area to become the Department of Geography
and Planning. See also Avpendix H for a further philosophical support
to New England research uctivity. Even in early 1373. it was noted in
the Professorial Board papers (p. 11877, of November 13878) that ‘some
22 out of a total of 38 departments had contributed to the activities
of the D.C.E. in the fi‘'st seven months of 1978.’ For this work was
the way to productive reiearch output.

46, The ‘our town’' projects occur many years before A.R.A.U.’s work in
this context.

47, New England has become in the 1980s5. one of the most productive
research universities, s .nce there is no academic stigma in using the
data of the materials close to hand.
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total many times the relatively short “official’ list.”™"
* x *
The work of the now numer)us ‘other’ university providers - A.R.A.U.,

A.BE.R.l., R.C.M.D., or F.M.R.(., etc., - has been partly interwoven throuzih
this historical account, or given in the appendices. Whila their activizy
is often more significant to a particular user or consumer of their
‘product’/organizational skill/cultural offering, yet they have aimost
always been hived off from the central or parent unit., the much abused and
ill-understood ’'Department’. They have finite and sharper goals - and
limitations, - since they &sre scarcely concerned with the whole adult

person. And so the last word chould not be of them.

The meaning of the adults/extersion endeavour at New England

These myriad activities wire concerned initially with the ‘civilizirg’
of an essentially benighted rural area.49 with the giving or some form of
conscience to the (post-Christian) modern Australian. and with facing up to
the impact or technology, or with ‘developing’ one’'s society. Eeginning
with the problem of drift fros the land in the 13305 and 1340s. New England
aduit education had been corcerned. s=gquentially with: the recovery or
(its}) society from war: the sudden and widespread rise of confusion |in
social institutions, particuleriy in the tfamily; the progress or technolozy
in agriculture, no less than in ocur cities: the valid extension of human
interest - from kinship grcups, to the national state. and even to tne
nature of life on the planet: the encrmous rate of exponentiai change.so
and 1its linked threats, and cf redundancy, information explosions, etc.:
and both too much leisure anc associated endemic despair in the young. As
the work of the University makes abundantly clear, so many of 1its now

flourishing specialist agencies have been enthusiastic for develcoment in a

material sense, paying but lip-service to the awkward social ccncomitants

thereof.

48. These approved and <o scholarly moncgraphs come through the
Publication Fund and Putlication Unit. Sadly other university presses
have taken up so @many of the New England extension-begun
publications, Queenslanc University Press having had an amazing bonus
of New England work to publish - particularly 1in the fields or

education, sociology, acministration, etc.

49. A point well made of N.E.R.D.A. by Peter Wright in several 2ssays and
notabliy in his paper in The New England Experience.

50. See W.W. Rostow. The {'tages of Economic Growth (1350;. This book
contains his theory of the “take-off’, or societies so caught up in
the dynamic of change, that they cannot turn aside from it.
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Long before it was realiz:d - pace Dawkins. that 30 % of society would
take wup credit tertiary stucy. 42 % enter a.e./c.e. classes in the last

decade of the century, or participation in Year 12 would climb startlingly
in Australis - the Department had understood that
higher education courscses might be introducad to me the

N
o
academic abilities of tte real students, not ideal ones. 1

o

Thus the «cry of 'sub adult’, as uttered by Haines and cthers. is almost
meaningless, since its sense is but 'below high levels of achisvement in
the traditional subjects’, znd it has enshrined a dangerous elitist ana
exclusive view of education vhich is cruelly dismissive of all those who

n
wish to., and will. advance their knowl=dg2 and mak2 themssives mcocos  us271ud

Whiis some may rind such claims :or the extension enceavour exaggerated
or somehow unrealistic. such propensity to doubt as to
suitability/appropriateness rever inhibited the key New England extension
men, some of whose many achievements have been described and assessed 1in
these pages. All of them sougrit for their fellows a deeper understanding of
each person’s situation anc a proper appreciation of human values and
aspirations in a finite time and place, as well as more generally.
Similarly. they., not as academics but as mere ‘generalists’, sought
manfully to overcome the erfrects of atomization of knowledge produced by:

science: and the trivialization of history and politics by the media: or

the loss of a religious, mora! and perscnal sense of meaning to life. They
ever endeavoured: to aroute dormant wisdoms: tc shcw the continual
interplay of ideas. facts., and values:; and to stimulate the ganerai

awareness that every individuz! must relate to his fellows and to himself,

while communing with the universe.

The multi-faceted extansion r2ile of the university was, and 1is,
dedicated to the task of shoving trat theoretical knowledge, the cultural
inheritance, or the psychclory of tuman relations were, alike. related tc
the dynamic content of the wloleness of life. Knowledge was taken to the
community and shown, in all these endeavours of outreach, to noc longer
consist in the manipulation of nature or of one’s fellows. but to be a
means of recovering the digni'y, integrity and self-actualization which are

the inalienable rights of man. In its university inheritance as an outlying

S1. Gregor Ramsey, pp. 2:-25 «cf his 'The New Challenge for Higher
Education: Growth, lnicreased Qutputs and New Directions’, in G.
Harman and V. Lynn Meek (eds.). Australian Higher Education
Reconstructed? (13€8). This is a more articulate statement of the
Williams’' perception of 1573.
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college of Sydney, New England was pulled in two directions - (i) to outdo
its parent in 1its academic (internal) teaching; and (ii) to outdc the
(parent) Extension Board., and to obtain and retain the respect of its own
community for 1its relevance to their needs. The former pull was the
stronger initially, and again when in 1855 it proceeded to offer its Arts
courses externally. Various elitisms then made their appearance,
particularly 1in ‘pure’' science and amongst those who were wusing the
University as a stepping-stone to careers elsewhere. Y2t the need to
liberalize both 1its offerings and its responsible ‘community’ policies
remained insistent. The national university population had <doubled from
1960 to 1968, or trebled between 1360 and 1976,52 or., more dramatically
still, 1increased eleven-fold in the universities and C.A.E.s combinec. in
1877, as opposed to the university totals of 1951. Now, when., at the end of
the 1980s, it is estimated that high2r education will take some 30 % of the
population for training, the university, qua institution. has necessarily
changed. While “U.N.E.’ has made nuch demur at its ‘new' shape after
amalgamation, with its far outreach and sub-degree diplomas, it 1is clear
that a like2 open-ended flexikility and educational imagination had alwavs
been present in its more formal adult education, or in 1its manifold
extension and community activities, all of which were learner-centred and

situation-centred processes.

In 1832, Ernest Barker had contributed to the Symposium. The University
in a Changing Worlid, his own essay, ‘Universities in Great Britain'.53 in
which he argued that adult education had the advantage of bringing the
university ‘into a <closer touch with the general community' (p. 117,
adding that ‘it would be a cereliction of social conscience tc drop, or
curtail., such work’® (ibid.). Fe also noted that it did not use largely 'the
ordinary teachers of universities’ but remained ‘a charge on the energy and
on the spirit of some [fewl members of each university’ (p. 118) - the same
point as was made by the ‘rebuttal’ sub-committee to ‘Howie’, in the winter

of 1869.

Barker then concluded thit every university could be tempted *to the
excessively practical, and yet reflected that both the practical courses
and the highest levels of instruction must needs be offered. than

concluding:

But the university, like the Church, lives by the Spirit, and
for the cultivation of the things of the Spirit; and like all
other spiritual institutions, it must always be judged. in the

52. See W.D. Borrie, ‘Demography’, p. 67 of Grant Harman and V. Lynn Meszk
(eds.). Australian Higher Educaticn Keconstructed? (U.N.E., 1988).

53. Reference 1is5 made to the reprint of 1953 (New York. Books for
Libraries Press).



n
—
~J

last resort, by the dJegree to which it performs 1its ocwn
intimate and essential puarpose. (p. 1207

His words would be echoed by A.F. Dunton (see chapter V) in his averring
that the idea that adult edjucation work 'is vproperly the concern of

universities’ is indeed 'a desclaration of faith’.

Uf course there was. too, « peculiarly Australian pragmatic side to the
curtailment of university Adult Education by the 198Cs. Stephen Alomes has
recently made a number of shrewd comments54 on the Depression period
dialogue between intellectuals and soccial policies. His mnotion 1s that
public affairs research cam2 from the universities and would terd o
mirror the universities’ dialogue, first with the capital city (anc 1its
orthodoxies) and then with the fuading centralist government. Thus he

observes, very justly, of the inter-war periocd that

{urbanl] vice-chancellors wer2 ever worried that the ce
government might decidz to reduce the university budget
substantially if their staff w2re too critical of government

policies (loc.cit., p. 74).

The university authorities in Armidale had like worries after the Martin

keport. In the same rashion. by tae (later) 1970s. (attemgted) <cocial
engineering by adult educationalists was not only deemed intrusive inzo
areas that government found extremesly sensitive - as with ths Committee of

Inguiry into Foverty, chaired by Ronald Henderson - but it might be held <o
show that universities were over-tfunied, if they should be able to find the
staff to explore and criticize th2 consequences of affordable public

policy.

From the mid 1950s. the Federal! government had 1itsalf become mcre

intrusive into public life, cespite Menzies' desire to ths contrary. and

-

L.G. Melville, vice-chancelicr of the ANU could observe~® at the ‘Liberty

in Australia’ seminar in 1955 that:

54, In his essay ‘Intellectuals as Publicists 1320s to 1940s’', pp. 70-87.
of B. Head and J. Lkalter (eds.:. Intellectual Movements and

Australian Society (198&).

5%5. F.A. Eland had been silenced on varigus occasions by the Labor
premier of New South Wales, J.T. Lang. See E. Hearnshaw, 'F.A. Bland
and Polities’, Journal ¢r Pubiic Administration, vii, 2 (new series).

June 1948, especially p. 16l.

56. in his preface to tte Procesaings
Australian Institute ¢ i 1
Australia (19355).
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the inroads on the old libertiz2s in the English-speaking worid
have been significant ... we nave less liberty todav than in
the 1920s ... We must decidz ... what part of liberty we want
to preserve. (pp. x-x1i’.

Keynesian full emplovyment pclicies had led to western inflation and =zo
conseguent invitation to controis. While the centre could scarcely exercise
effective regional judgement. every university’s vpolicy/authority would
become more closely associatec with sconomists and with those whom Douglas

McCallum would style ‘ocur new rulers’, men who

are intelligent. but nct cultured: [they] ... have no feeling
for those whc are stbject ... to economic or political
injustice ... And with the rise of the new men of talent the
clder notions of J/ibera: democracy have had their davy.> !

In the case of the University or New England, more than most of their
colleagues the adult educatcrs had always to work within the needs and
goals of their employer, however much they relt impeiled to respond to the
needs and goals of society. Furtner the changing institution was more than
aware o0of the rise and ready availability of new delivery systems and that
seeming equivalent resources for learning are progressively more avaiiable
everywhaere in the social setting. By the later 19705, wuniversities with
limited funds had once azain seen themselves in the ‘steady state’ and as
primarily responsible for prcducing intellectual or professicnal leaders.
More and more expensive respcnses to the simple needs and to the cultural
interests of the region’s adults were s2en to conflict with the mission or
the wuniversity. particularly in times of dwindling resources and every
increasing internal demands. In another ten years the adult educators would
become more and more involvec in continuing professiocnal education and so
in acting as agents of potential change, rather than in orchestrating these
very changes themselves. As always, however, their work required the
highest ethical committment, since the line of demarcation between adult

education and (political) projaganda is a fine one.

As has been stated in the ‘introduction’, the New England adult
education exercise was alwzys one of the interplay between (i) rural
consumers and their needs; (ii) the modes of articulating those needs and
the presence of absence of means/officers to facilitate the communication
of them to the then major provider; (iii) the (institutional) perception of
what might be ‘appropriate’ ir offerings and reasonably affordabie for the
university as Government funced institution: and (iv) the social context,
which was continually modified by the changes from an isolated.

conservative and somewhat impcverished rural community, to one livingz with

57. P. 46, in P. Coleman ied.). Australian Civilizacticon: A Symposium
(1862).
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automation, massive leisure a:tivit.es and the ssnse of ramiiiarity with

bt
d the acdult education

the global village. Thus aimost all the forces behin
endeavours from 1848 to c. 1975 had been hugely modiflied, nct i=ast by, tns
initiaity Cowen-articulated perception of the wuniversity’s ‘ultimats
role’ -

not &as a regional insti:ution ... but rather as serving a Tar

more widely-based populition. (Council minute of 21/10/139E7.

See Chapter V.)
The distinctive enclave knovn as ‘New England’ had retreated inta

Australian history by the 197035 and 2ven more since then.

it 1=

endesvour ie

po2t.  Les Murrav.© wno calisd this cut-reaching university one ‘with a
sense of responsiveness to tnhe educational needs of people cut off Trom
the ... capital cities’, and 'a plilzce where my spirit always exrcands.
where the country was most articulateE’9 ... [with] a university which had
abolished the siur and the strain of provincialism'. H2 then rerlected on
the discernible changes to th2 institution (from his first long wvisit :n
1967 t £a

$75). adding his wis=2 words cf caution (as applicable tnen as
n

N2 years since)

It the model seemed in dangsc. then the danger apps3ared. o

this outsider. to come from a temptation Lo narrow
protessionalism within the faculties., and frem a certain
running-down in the adult education department - a lessening cf

drive there...
His reflective conclusion was that

It wouid be a profound pity ... 1If ever the U.N.E. turneg wupon
itself, and abandoned the outlying centres and the non-credit
evening ciasses ... .
tor: Even more than with other universities it seems to
some might think of as the penumbra of the U.N.E. is
special radiance.
In 18785 the Academic Plawming Committee had stated that "it was TIelt

that the time had come to move forward to the establishment ot a smallsz

-

tighter service department’ (FP.EB. papers, p. 11679). In their rebuttal of

this, the statff of the D.C.E. had pointed out the A.U.C. stress in May 137%

53. To whom the University announced in 1989 the award of the degree ot
Doctor of Letters (h.c.). for services to poetry and to the
University and the regicnai community.

59. In his ‘North of My Dave', Notes and Furphies (1878), p. 20.



on the ongoing ‘need tc balancz univarsity autonomy with rasponsiveness =o
the community' (Iibid.). Their zonclusion was that the D.C.E. was still the
cutting edze for the University, the diagnoser of social 1ills, the
intelligence to determine tonorrow’s crises, to assist adults to beconre
‘enlightened and effective citizens'. Their conclusion and warning, alwavs
valid, was an impassioned app2al against the dubious quality of a quick:y

arrived at decision for the University

to turn its back on the tradition which made its reputation -
scholarship and adult education through external studies ang
continuing education. (ibid.)

While the radiance may pale, it do2s not altogether fade. and 138% has
brought a new committment ts servz the region or province.6o now that
extension is, at last, in the legislation and so no longer a shameful or
merely eccentric marginal activity.

x * *

00. Sir Earle Page’'s words of derfiant pride, as he argued for his naw
state, with his University as its heart.



SUMMARY LIST OF SiGMIFICANT DATES AND EVENTS

]

[124: Th: first National Beard [sh4 Education
esiablizhea (in Sydney)

1502z Passing or <the Morrill Act vin the U.S.A.7
@s:ablishes the {and-grant c¢cliiezzs Wwihlon,

azer, wi.ll orfer agricultural extension courses
fo: adults

1871 Aniie Page, at the time of her marriaze, stated:
‘ms chi.dren gnall havs the best availacie
edication’

1878 Conmmunitv FProposals for a University Colleze in
Aranldaie (see (956 Cajiendar)

138C Th: New South Wales Public Inszruction Act t(i.e.
to estab . ish secular primary education)

€ Augzusti 1880 Ea:ie C.G. Fage born in Grartton

20 July 18893 Bi:th of F.A. Wright. He would have very littie
sesondary education

1835 Universiny Extension work organized in most  of
th2 Australian colonies

1898 Foindation in Armidale cr St. John's Anglican
Th2ological College

1905 Bi-th in Sydney orf R.B. Mad sk.

1905 Frzsiden: Van Hise, Unlversit/ or Wisconsin,
issues his ramous statement. tnat hs wishea to
ma<e 'th2 boundaries or tnhe University campus
coterminoeus witn the boundaries of the state!

19Ge Th2 University of Uxrord launcnes the “Tutorial
Class Hovement', organized by ths Workers!
Edicational FSSFCiatiGn

12 Auzust 1gll Bi~th or A.J. Netson in rural South Austraiia

1914 Foindation of the (W.E.A, and University of
Syiney: Joint Committesz for the Supsrvision of
Tutorial Classes

7 January 1915 Dr. E. Pagze proposes a separate state in the
ncrth of New Soutn Wales

July 1815 Dr. E. Page launches the Northern HNew Scutih
Wales Senaration L=sagus

13 August 1317 Dr. E. FPage addresses the <Conrerence oI the
Australian Frovincial Press on new states

1917 Dr. E. Page founds the WNorth Coast Local
Government Association

1917 Dr. E. Page rfounds the Northern N.S.W.
Developmant Lesague

1821 Dr. E. Page becomes the national vparliamentary
leader of the Country Party

1823 Sezond N2w State Movement Conventicn is heid at
Araidale

1924 Armidale Citizens University Colleze Commitft-es

establisaed

t are discusssd in -he main text., but a tew. impiicit in it, are
cluded for more distant reacers for a comprehensive perswpective.

| persons are male, unless indicated and onlvy titlies are shown; and
| are in the Depa tment of A.E./U.E./C.D., unless otherwise
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C.\. Thcmpson gives evidznce to the HN.S.W.
Mirister ftcocr Education as to tertiary education
needs in "New England’

Dezeat in N.S.W. of the last atfemct to  impose
hi«<h schcol fees

(w:th a short break) David Drummons Hinister tor
Edicarior in N.S.W.

£ =k

_nomcers  or L3

oroepos2 3 Univer

Arr.idals Teachers n] 1S, A.CL M,
Hovard a foundation member or starft

Dr. Edgsr Booth becomes Secretary ol the

Un.versity of Sydney’s Extension Bcard
R.I.. Macgwick ©beceomes an acting lesciur=sr in

Ecinomice at the University or Sydnevy]

De egaticn of prominent citi
Ne': South Wales to the
Edication, to wurge th
Un versity Ccllege

Dr R.E. Madgwick appointed l2cturer in Economic
Hi:tory, University of Sydney

Ho., D. Drummond is told by League o©of Naticns
thot N.S.W, has 'no Techni jucation ...
be;ause no Act sanctions it’.

O
W
m

Sy:ney University’'s Department of Tutorial
Clisses imports from New Zealand ths Discussion
Group Scheme

Dr R.B. Madewick giving lectures in Northern
Ne 7 South Wales on behalt of the Sydney
Un.versity Extension Eoard

Proyfessor R.D. Watt. Dean of +the Faculty of
Ag-iculture at the University ot Sydnevy.
lestures at Narrabri

Ey this deadline day, necsssar
ra.sed for the establishment or th
Un.versity College at Armidale

Pritessor S.H. Roberts (History, University of
Sy iney? lecturing variousiy on the Nerth Coast
ani in the North-West of N.S.W.

Dr E.H. Booth appointed foundation Warden of
th: New England University College

R. 3. Madgwick replaces him as Secretary,
University of Sydney Extension Board.
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1941

1543

10 May 1543

21 June 1943
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S.H,E.E. lectures con planning given in Armidalie.
In'itation is associated witn Bishop Moyes and

C.8. Newling

Thi New Enzland University Collez=z estaplished
by resolution or the Senate or the University or
Syiiney.

Pe .er A, Wright becomes laboratory technician
wi.h C.S.1.k. unit at N.E.U.C.

A.C.M. Howard conducts (for tne State Depa
of Education) the Teachers’ Summe i

A.ll, Voizey appointad as Lecturzr in Geclogy and
Gegraphy

R.!. Madzwick, C.E.W. Bsan., Sir EKobart Wallace,
(V.ce-Chanceilor., University of Sydney) and
otiers aglitating for an Education Sarvice in the
Australian Army

summer School 1 g
;bandry held at the N.E.U.C.

I =
[wd

M., :.U.C, hosts the 1Sth Agricultura! Bureau or
r e

=z
.
¥
¢!
<
3
L
1]

A.i1,A, HNelson serves as Divisienail Education
Ot ‘icer “A.A.E.S.)

Dr. R.B. Madgwick becomes Lieux
coamand of the Army Education Se

In the initial issue of Sal
Maigwick's "On Thinking Straight

A federally 1inspired Advisory Committes tor
edicational (i.2. a.e.) services in Northern New
Soith Waies is formed at the N.E.U.C.. Dr. Boocth
to be its President.

Atcempts by the new. Labocur, linister nby
Edication, Clive Evatt, to <¢lose both the
N.Z.U.C. and the Armidale Teachers’ College

i

a !

i
’

In
Az,

t, R.B. Madgwick reviews ‘A Yzar of the

m

Ui Uy
-

.

Pusiication and wide distributftion of E. Ecoth’s
panphlet, Decentraliizaticn or University
Eaqucation

Lisut. A.W. Eberle’s Sait article, "Last Time We
Failed’

Apgpearance of Salt article, 'Saldiers who had no
Future' (by Colonel Madgwick)



10-11 March 1344

1945

ust 1944

moer 1944
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February 1947
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W.Z.A, Conferance in Sydney on PpostL-war a.=2.:
with kev addresses by Proresscor E.C. Mills  and
Colonel k.E. Madgwick.

E. Page ana J.P. Belshaw rirst issue:
ror the Establishment or a Facui
Agricultural Economics

J.?. Belshaw writes of tha need for the N.E.U.C.
to be concerned with: ‘Rural sociology of rural
life’.

N.=.U.C. Conference on Deveiopments in Teaching
W.3.,K, Duncan’s EReeport. “Adult  Eduecation  irn
Australia’ (not published until 1973) submittad
at this -ime to the Universities Commission

Th2 British Education Act of this ysar assiszhed
th2 clearer perception of the link between adult
edlication and social welfare

Universi:y of Sydney's Department of Tuticrial
Classes begins the 'kits'/'project’ scheme of
a. 2.

Dr. E. Eootn, Warden of ths DNew Engiandg
Universi:y <College, resigns (notice given on |

July)

Dr. J.P. BEel
L

sha
than Deputy War

(Cr.) R.3. Madgwick's last contribution tc Salt,

br. Hadgwick appoi d Warden =2f the M,E.LU.C.
A.J.A., Nzison works with Australian ex-service
students in the United Kingdom

A.2.M. Howard serves as local Inspector ot
scnools (mainly in rura! in N.3.W.2»

Foundation of the New England Mew State Movement

A.4. Eba2rle arrives 1in Armidale, to a&act as
(nominal) Staftf Tutor for the University of
Sydney, but really as the foundation member ot
thz M.E.J.C.’s ‘Department or Adult Education’

J.P. Belshaw's [lecentralizarion of {University
Ecucation

mmencament o34

The (delayed., buf now funded)
t 's Regional Research Bureau

Y
ke N.E. J.C.
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Coamencensnt of a.e. work in New England., fully
pa.d tor by state funds

Exsansion of a.e. classes (from N.E.U.C.) 3
Urilla and Guyra

A. i, Eberie submits to the University o1
Me bourne his thesis. "Adult Educaticn 1in the
Nev England Region, New South Wales'’
A.T.A, Nelson serves in Sydney as ctfficer-in-
chirge, International Kelations Section cr the
Coamonwealth Dffice of Education (working
clisely with the cultural assistance plan ror
Soith East Asia., i.e. the Colombo Plan

F.i, Wright expresses his concerns over negiech
of ‘our rural population’ to the All-Auszralian

Fe ieral Sydney Conventicn

Si: Earle Fagze addresses the Canberra University
College on the theme ‘The Value of
Dezentra.ization of University Education in

Austraiia’

Formation in Armidale of a local ‘lay' body. the
Adilt Education Committee., to work wi
Ebzrle

Es:abiishment (in the U,.S.A.! of the Usnter tor
th2 Studv of Liberal Education for Adults
Current Arfrfairs Bullstin is transizsrred trom the
Conmonwealth ODffice of Education to the
Desartmen of Tutorial Classes, University of
Sy iney

of Animal Husbandry and

Ebsrie run Schocl
Agricultur eld at Dubbo, N.3.W.

[ssue by A.W. Eterle of thes Surzi Science Fsvisw

Death of A.W. Ezerie in the U,S3.A.

e
o+
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Ad hoc A.E. Committee appointed at “hs
University of New England, the Secretary being
T... Lamale

T... Lamtie ithan benuyty kezis<rar: aons az 3.2,
orfic2r (part-onims)

Ccamitie2 agpointeg to selsct rirst birector  of
External Studies



S July 1954

16 October 1954

December 1854

1555
1955
7 February L1255

7 February 1855

18 February 1955

22 February 1855
22 February 13955

15 April 1555

lﬂ

Winter 19

11 July 1888

12 December 13855

w

o
el
a.

A,. LA Nelson arpoln
t“Directcr’) in Adult Educatio

st chair 1in the Facu
(s 'c.) ortered to Dr. G.L. McCiymont

r G.L. McClymont becomes the rircst Dean or the
Faculty of Rural Science

Si+ Earle Page becomess the University of Nav
Enstland’s Tirst Chancellor

A, LA, lelson appointed Acting Director cr
Ex:ernal Studies

Tw) regional educaticn inspeciors (Mr, de
Fe ranti, Armidale: and Mr. C. Ebert, Lismore)

adlied to Extension Services Committee

Ex:ension Services Commitites me2is Lo approve 33
ney tutors for a.e. work

Th: 1354 Actinz Director of A.E.

( . Lambdle:
rejorts the compieiion then ot 25 classes., 2
sciwools, ete. involving 463 people
Coamitter established to found and daveslop the
Fa:culties ot ERural Science and Agricultural
Economics tincluding J.G. Crawiord and 5 membars
of Counc.l)
Apsointment of Dr. E.T. Edwards as Intormation

(i.e. Public Reiations) Oftficer to the U.N.E.

0
-t

Conmmencen2nt of the first s2ries or e
‘Tie History or New Engiand’ (which wou
to the “oundation in 1959 or the Armida

District Historical Society)

o

re
d le
le a

m
Q
o

u
!

£
Y
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A. .M. Howard appointed Senior Lecturer,
Tanworth - his office first in his own house,
ani then above a pharmacy in the main street

Op2ning of the U.N.E, Establisahment Fund

Resort on the development of External Studies
tasled a: Council by A.J.A. Nelson

Each spring,Commemoration of Eensfactor
ceremonias

H.2. Sheath appointed Director of
Studies
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12z December 1

1 February 198586

3 February 1356
1856-15970
1556-1971

1956

14 May 1956

1356
11 June 135§
9 July 1956

27 September 1955

8 October 1956

Ex .ension  Service Committes s
Aditt Education Co mml*toe (repor
anti the External Studies Committ
th: Becard of Studies. later styl
Bo:rd')

Concil determines that the new
‘woll be concerned primari
de'elopment of A.E. activities

pa-t of the state’

A. .A., Meslson. GSenior  Lecturs
[iector of Adult Educati
Professorial level and. then. 1a'
lerel): he also becomes Secreta
Comittee

K2 -endorsement of officia

C.5. I.R.0. and decision to awa
dejre=2 %o Dr. [. Clunies Ross,.
Di-ector

G. Blomiield serves on Walcha
mu:xh ass.sting a.e. work in that

A. .M. Howsrd's many (morning’ w
ov:r Rad.o ZTH.

Loag oificial wvisit to the
Professor W. Baker (Chairman or
Rosal Conmission on Agriculture
to advise on the extension role
ex:.:ension development

Despite a time of austerity. tun
notor car for the Director of

)

Prafessor Robert Feers. {
Nottingham) wvisits N.S.W. and
fasourably on a.e. at New Englan

Commonwealth Eank of Ausiraliz o
4 years' funds from the kural Cr
Fund

Council accepts P.A. Wright's of
a Research Fellow. within the
Economics. ‘to investigate and

economic development and potent
Nes South Wales’ (the post wou
Cr2w, appointment approved, 10 F

b. Howiz2 moves doubling or a.
Carried (on A.E.C.)

Approval of Selection Committze

Agricultuaral Economics

rv

pli into the
ting to Council)
ez (raporting te
ed ‘Protessorial

ALE. Committee
ly with the
in the northern

r, ©promohted  io
(AL Associate
al

ry to the A.E.

liaisan with
rd an honorary
the C.S.[.R.D.

Shire Council,.
region

eekly broadcasts

University or
the Saskatchewan
and Kural! Lites
and on U.N.E.’

ds approved o
Adult Education

University ot
comments vary
d

ffers, for a.e..
edit Development

fer of funds ror
Department of
report upcn the
ial or Northern
id go to N.D.
ebruary 1953)

e. ciass ftees.



1% October

10 December 12586

18 January

11 February 1957

11 Feoruary

(i

June 1857

A.i.., Committes's reports to 1t, and A.J.A,
Ne son's a.e. ©plans arz adocpted by J.NLE,
Conncil

’

Puirlication of A.J.A. Nelson’'s Six GHuesis
Abut Community Development In the Clarerce
Va ley

Ap»roval of Honorary degrees for P.A. Wrignt and
the» Hon. D. Drummond for their servic
U.HLE. (conferred at the Commemoration or
Benefactcrs, 12 October 1857

Fruotesscr W. Baker sends to Dr. K. [Madzwick his
of icial anaiysis or the university’'s possitle
ex .ension role and his favoured form of
devartmental organization

Se sciion cf first full Aduls Education
Conmittes, including: the Registrar:; and all
Deuns of Faculties

Einrction of {(University! stabiishment Fundg
Conmittee, halr of its memoership coming from

lc:al communities

Diector of Adult Educaticon tables at <Councii
his report on 'The University of New Engziand ana
th: Communities in Northern Nevw South Wales’

Fi'st issue o©f the Universicy or WNew Enziang
Builetin

J.ii. Lewis accepts the Chair of Agricuitural
Economics

Concli mnotes format of Appeai pamphiel (i3 2
se1t to neighbouring business houses) rrom
Diector or FPubiic Relations and Fuclicity
Coimncil considers establishing a spacial

belefactors’ trust entitlec 'The Fund for Aduit
Edication and Community Development’

Th: (Baker-inspired; U.N.E., community-focusea
susmissicn to the (Murray) Committee on
Australian Universities

Coincil resolves to commence teacning in
Ag-icultural Economics in 1353

Coincil notes that A,J.A. ©HNelson has oean
insited by the Carnegie Corporation to the
U. 5. A. and Canada, ‘to observe University

ex .ension work, particularly in reiation to
Coimunity Development’



3 August 1957

12 August 1957

8 September 13857
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Janusry 1955
10 February 19

12 May

5 June

S June

1958
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y, Chairman, Clarence valley ERural
ssmen’s Committee, reports on
d. work there Dy more than &g

Apocintment of James Wilfred Warburton, HM.A.. 3

I 5
Senior Lecturer, Adult Education, tor ths
Tabielanns., (Richard Boston Larcomze was
sinilarly appointed but he did not take up tha
poit.)

Emsritus Professor S,H. Robsrts (University or
Sy iney) to give the Albert Josz2ph Memcrial
Uration cn 12 October 13857 (i.e. at the

Comemoraticon or Benetfactors)
Pryfessor J.P. Belshaw resi

In:erim Faculty of Agricultural Economics, in
fasour o1 J.N. Lewis

Deuty Chancellor, Dr. J.5. Moves, toc repressnt

th: University at the 8th Quinguennial Congress

or the Association of Universities ot tne

Er tish (ommonwezlzrn in Canzoz

Soonci B I - - T

3z S2n ATETICR, In 3 e

rzicona

J.J¢. Warburton takes up his post &5 Senlor

Le:turer. Tableiands and Residential Zchoois

Fi-st Fa.nting Schooi at U.NLE,

J. 4. Shaw appointead Lecturer in

tasplied,Australian rural) Geography

Proyressor P.H. Partridge (Secciail Fhilosopay,

AL UL, gives the 0Occasional Azdress at

Graduation

Associate Froiessor N, Teates Livestock

Hus:bandrv) presses to Council the research

ad/antages of a regional abattoir (Armidale

fa/oured. but the decision made some years later

for Guyras

Proafessor J. Leswis granted special lezve o

Mysore and to tour india arter th 10th
n i

Incernationatl Conference s}
Economics

U.N.E. Council resolives to collect N.S.W. rural
neJspape-s
Aporoval of Adult Education renting the 5i

.
Viascent de Paul premises in Beardy St., Armida:e



14 July 1855

10 Movember 1357

8 December 1958
1358
1358-1964
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13 February 1959

1 May 19%&9

1 May 1259
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Council congratulates its member, W. avis
Huzhes, on his elecrion as Leader or the MNew
Soith Wales Country Farty

Coincil approves thes appointmen:t of A.F. Dunton
as Senio:r Lecturer. Adult Education tat Grartony

Acting Vice-Chancellor (Frofe=ssecr D, Howi.e:
raises a.e. 1ees

Spacial Commemoration of Eenefaciors ceremcny
R.A. Pzarse appointed Lecturer in Farm

Matagement and Agricultural Economics

Council discusses the Australian grostoiogy
Conferenze to be held at U.N.E. in December, anc
approves Hon. D.Sc. for Dr. J.G5. Davies t(to be
spzcially conferred at the conference;

Finance Committss rescives to /lowsr the daily
a.2., rate to 1-5-90.

A maior injection of funds for U.MN.E.. from ths

Coumonweaith Government. tollowing its
acceptanze of the Murray Committes’s keport of
S I7

FEegular eaucational and cultural broadcasts by
A.r. Dunton on the AEC (Grarton and kempsey) and
orn other channels

First Residential Music School. at ULNLE.

Ccamencenant on the Northern Taclelands of c.d.
werk funded by the Australian Wool Board

B.2.F. James appointed Kesearch Fesllow in the
Economics of Woo! Production (Faculty or
Agricultural Economics)

Ccuncilt approves warmly that C€.5.[1.K.0, ccocupy =
Pastoral kesearch Unit at U.N.E. ('in the
Faculty of Rural Science’)

T.C. Lamble suggests wideningz A.E.C. by more
‘area representatives', four (4) being endorsed
tc Vice-Chancellor on 3 March 1952

Dr, Wyndnam (on Council sdvises tne
eztablisnment of & Regional Directorare ot
Ecucation at Tamworth

A.E. Committee reconstituted to Inciude a

representative from the area of each regional
office, ‘Richmond-Tweed. Namoi., Clarence and
Tablelands’
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January 1960

January 1860

1 February 1860
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A.F. Dunton commsnces the issue orf th2 monthily
c.c. newsletter, Community

First Armidale school on Aboriginal Welfare
Frectfessor A.H. Voisay to

r
Prctessorial Board on the Adu
Cormittee

epresant the
1t Education

C.c seminar at university, over three waekend
corcerning developing Armidale. It forms 13
onioing committees concerned with: Employment;
Hovsing; [ndustry; Recreation: Health:
Abcriginal Settlement; Creek Beautirication;
A.l. provision: Botanical Gardens. etc.

[0}

G, McCartney accepts place on A.E.C.. adding
‘tiis werk of th University will be very

imjortant ... to Australla as 2 whoie'’

Do Cameron (of “Fassifern') and W.S. Eigz (of
‘Thalgarrah') tund Farm Management prizes

AL M, Hely addresses A.E. Conreren
Adilaide) on ‘The Role of the Universi
Adult Edication’

Trinsier or J.H. Shaw (from G=cgrapny. U,N.E.s.
to Senior Lecturer. Community Development
Di-isiaon

Counclil spproves sypansion in 1950 or Department
of Adult Education staff by: 1 lecturer; 1
se1ior clierk: 3 typists; and | offize junior.
Desartmernt of Adult Education required to
ez 'n .5,000 p.a. in fees

Coincil congratulates the Director of A.E. on
‘tie valuable work done in his Depariment’

R. McCaig (a Queensliand aduit education officer!
apsointec Assistant kegistrar

Fi'st ot the (occasional’) Summer Drama Schocls

in Grafton

Fi-'st Residential Conrerence for Solicitors at
U.J.E.: 14 other Residential Schools planned tor
Araidaje in 19€0

A, 2. M, Howard, Senior Lecturer in ALE.

(Timworth) appointed Assistant Director

Coincil approves the creation of the position of
Pri-Vice~-Chancellor (to serve on all committees
Frstessor Howie so designated)



8 March 190

14 March 1960

14 March 1860

14 March 1
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14 March 13960

14 March 1960

14 March 1950

Th: A.E.C. discusses the use or television in
adilt education, its recommendaticns being
eniorsed by Council on 14 March 19580

Chair A.E.C. (Dr. Madgwick) recommends that a.e.
wo 'k be assess=d in allocating additional starr
te teach.ng departments

Coincil endorses A.J.A. Nelson’s "A Statement on
th2 Ekelationships betwesn ths N.S.W. Advisory
Board o7 Adult Education and the University of
Nev England’

Delicerazion over a town house as the Armidaie

ac:cmmodation for the Department or Adult
Edacation. ‘Lawson' (Cnr. Dangar and Mann
St-reets) is chosen

Decision on the site for a permanent
Agricultural Econcmics Building, to be near
Rural Science

Coinci! resolves to work closely with the New
Soith Waies Advisory Board or Adult Education

Couincili encourages the Extension work ot
Academic Staff

Council praises c.d. work in the Clarence Valley

Council appoints A.C.M. Howard Chairman oc1 2
comrmittes to co-ordinate musical activities in
thz University, and to advise the Vice-
Chanceilar as to how to spend funds 1in  tnis
ar:zs. Similarly Howard would later be made a
Custodian or the University Amphitheatrs (near
Wright Colleg=)

Puolication by Paul Sheats (U.C.L.A.) of his A
Report on University Adult Educaticn In
Australliz and New Zealand - rtavourable ccocmments
on U.N.E.

Formation orf the New England kural Development
Assaciation

Council discussas a.e. scheolarships for students
(these awarded occasionally as freessubsidized
piaces o1 coursss!

Sir E. ?age (Chancellor) resigns from Councii.
ir ordsr to record ‘the history oI Lhe movagoent
Icre cons=rving and  d2svaioging tnz Waler
resourzes or Australia’

ALz, recommenas & Sw h  cut i Ra2sigzentizd
Scrools until  the LLAVE. is accommodated on
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5 July 1950 Dr. E. Madgwick (at A.E.C.) swatss that: 'ths
C.[. work being done by the Department or Adult
Edivcation 1is the most rewarding of ail the
Un:versity’s extension astivities’, The
st: tement 15 endorsed by Council at its Aug
mes ting

4 January 1961 D.E LN Eona%ds on appointed Graduate Assistant
(Acministrative; to D.A. E He resigned 20/11/5=

January 1951 Fi:st EResidential Film (and Televisiocns Schooli
in Armidale (directed by A.F. Luntony

13961 Dr. R. B Madgwick participates in the (Prim=
Mirtister’s: Semlnar. "The Chatlenge to Education
in Austraxia’

May 1961 Tht Aborigzinals-only confersnce at Lennox Haad
(o: ganised by J.M. Prasd)

August 1361 Pr R.E. tadgwick becomes Foundsticn Fresidsnt of
th: Australian Association of Adult Education

September 1861 D. Drummend speaks in Armidales on 'The Chanzing
Tiies or Education’ and publishes this address

& December [S561 At the AE.C. (P.A. Wright In the cnair., it is
no .ed thet ths recent U,N. Conrerence (run oy A.
Ne son) 5 the first Internationzi cne to o=
he d at U.N.E.

January l1ocz- A.. .A. Neiscn on leave

February 1953

January (scz At Tamworth, the Seminar. “Mass Media and ths
Inlividuzai’

1 February 1562 N. .o, Crew appointed Lecturer. Communizty

locpment (salary paid by Wool Ecard wun=tili
30 4/64)

1962 Teiching of Rural Sociology begins «within the
Fa:ulty of Agricultural Economic

5 March 13562 Apsointment cf D.P. Armstrong as Graduzt=
Assistant (Community Deveiopment). Initial
saiary paid by Wool Board

1882 A.T.A. llelson member or a U.N.E.S5.C.0. mission
to Ethiopia

April 1952 Formation in Armidaile ot the New Engiand Scid:ier
Se:tlers Association

28 May 1952 A1, Dunicp appointed  Graduate  Assistant,

Conmunitvs Development (salary paid by Australian
Dairy Produce Eoard., then by Wool Board)
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1 June 1

&

62 BE...F. James. Research Fellow. Agricultural
Eccnomics., appointed Lecturer, Comimunity
Development. Salary @paid fcr three years by
Cormonwealth Development Bank

1562 A.c LA, Neis
Corterence on

-~
[

consuliant ts  Seeciai Asian
.2. in Saigon

25 July 1252 Mr: J.U0. Munday joins Tablelands and Rzsidential
Sctools

13 August 1862 Resignation of J.H. Shaw (Seni
Cormunity Development)

October 1962 Dpening o
Edication Centr
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26 Uctober 1962 First Arnual Report of the Chairmsn (Fstar A,
Wr:ght) of the New England Ekural Development
Ascociation

11 February 1963 Prifessor J.A. Richardson (Education)
Prcressorial Board representative on A.

February 19563 N. I, Crew's address., 'The Population orf New
En; iand’

1 March 1863 Re:ignation of A.I. Dunlop. Graduat A
Cormunity Development
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7 May 1963 D... Whitelock appointed a3 Lecturer in
Conmunity Development (to work until 31 Decemter
15t.4) then to Tableiands

13 May
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to constituta a Faculty or Economics
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May 1 Decision to rfill Graduate Assistant po:
At cescgite the deletion ot 35
poriticonse tincluding post of Proressor

Maniagemert)

13 May 1
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Connecil 1eceaives
A.i..C., and ren
Ediication as t
Ex .ension
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D.. Armstrong (Graduate As
transterred to Grarton (still in
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5 July 1333 Es:.ablizhment of Farm Management Advisory Cenctr
(earlier F.M.A. "Service’)
Head
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10 August 1363
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11 November 139%
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December 1¢

o

1 January 13964

1904

1964 - 1266

1 January 13535
1 Jdanuary 1265

31 January 196%5

1 January 12853

1 August 1565

3

Coincil discusses possible leasing 3r old F.L.C.
Bu.ldings in Erown Street., Armidale: (they will,
la:er. bhecome the centrally located Eberie
Cetre)

At  the Commemoration of EBsnersctors. esarly Naw
En:land University College Council members
hoioured - Eecy L. Blake with Doctor cf Letiers
(h.c.) and FRobert B. Austin with Doctor or
Science (h.c.) - as was locally btorn poet,

Jutith Wright

Council discusses [Liplioma in Farm Economics:
than recommends its establishment, 9 December
1950

Coancil considers the appointmant of Dr  J.L,
Dillon as Associate Professor in Farm
Maiagement: then., soon after appoints him
Prafessorx

W. Musirave becones Senior Lecturer in

Agricultural Economics (Professor on t/1/1270,

International Seminar on Community [Deveicement
held at Armidale.

Coamencesment of teacning of Adult Education
«M2thomss in Diploma of Education and Eache.or
of Educaticn

Foandatinn (in the U.k.) of the Councii for
Mational Academic Awards

Serious ontinuing drought on Mocrthern

L=y
Taoslelanis with the deaths orf many trees anc
muzh stozk

A.r, Dunrten proceseds on leavs t2 United kingdonm

. c . Community Deveicpmesnt,
ransrars to Kesidential Schcols

D.A, Whitelock. Lecturer, Tanielands
transtferred to Kkesidential Schoclis (so unti

S/ 3/1907)

First Provincial Press Seminar

G.E. HNehl appointed Administrative Assistant,
Director’s Division (later Federal

Pzrliamentarian for North Coast orf N.S.W.»

P. Armstrong promoted toc Lecturer (c.d.) at
a

D.
Grafton
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W.C. Maddox appointed Lecturer. Tamwor:ih
kKnight Bachelor award for Dr. R.B. Madgwick
F.v. Eitmesd appointed Lecturer. Liszmore

A.J.A. Nelson granted special |
serinar for senior orficers or the Territory or
Parua-New Guinea

A.F. Dunton., Sz2nior Lecturer, Grafticn, transiers
to Armidale

E. Waring becomes
Agricultural Eco
Service)

Eftorts of (sometime University <Ccunciilors:y
Feter A. Wright, [I.M. Johnstone and otners
rezult in the formation of the Northern National
Parks Trust

Recommencation of offer of Vice-Chancailorshie
to Professor Z. Cowen t(of Melbcurneys. to
cormence January 1957

S. Cavenor appointed Graduste Assistant,
FEe:idential Schocois, then in Director’s Division

Dr E.A. fceton appointed Lescturer, Community
Development

pbr J.S5. Nalson (res=zarch wcrkar on rural
chenge’) accepts orter of tne Foundaticn Chair
of Scciology

B.t. Durston in researon

FPrereszsor HLT. 123tz ozIcs
Ty Universzity, wiin tne K
se' aral developmental cc

Un versity for naval pers

Coninci| approves six sun-deps
{ne-w) Derartment of Animal Biclogy

Lr M.G. Price appointed Senior Lectur=r.
Residentiai Schools (with his eoffice in a house
in Handei Street. adjaoent to the college area:

De:isicn. in Armidale, to szt up the Ausuiralian

Conmittee Tcr Coding Eur | Acccunts

Conincil notes “the exca2ilent work b2ing dons oy
th: Department’
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21 September 13656
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13 Feoruary 1967

20 February 13957

23 March 1997

o
N
T
Tl
"y
o
[
X¢
O
~I

(o]
=~

15 June 19

June 1967

N
~1!
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14 August 1387
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Couincil endorses Academic Planning Committee
report, and so sets up an Audio-Visual Aids
Conmittee

E.il. Psrish appointed Frofsssor of

Senator Gorton addressas Federal Parliamsnt o©on
the Third Ezport of the A.U.C.

Coumcil endorses policy of nalf a.2. f=2es 1or
fu I-time students

P. -V.-C. ©D. Howie reports
A H.C. cut in U.N.E. funding

On the recommendation of the University

Ex .ension Committee, Council resoclves:
that the University Extension orfice 1in
Brown Street be named ‘'The Arnoid Eberie
Centre’

Dr Madgwick opens this building

Dr Madswick discusses A.E. funding Ior
un versities at the Australian Vice-Chanceilors’
Conmittee meeting in Hobart

A..°. Dunton., Armidale, resigns. dsparting on 13

Fe:ruary
Th» (Young’) Writers' Retreat tati Roob cCoilegsz)

Coincil endorsses p
in Brown St, Armida

J.1. Bird acpointed Lectursr, "Rursi Community
De reiopment’ (Salary paid by N.E.K.D.A.)
Reiignation t HMrs J.0. Hunday, Gradusns
As;istant (Acdministratives, kesidential Schools
Th: stiyls of the Diploms of Fsrm Economics i3
chinged to Diploma of Agricultural Economics

jul

Iniuguration of the Cowen-insreirs teisvisicn
programme, ‘University Comment', on Channei 9

Taiworth

Raiic d:.scussion series entitled ‘Austiralisa
Toiay' on Radio Station 2AD and associated
stitions

Coincil approves a Diploma in Rurai Accounting

Coaincil approves Agricultural Extension as parct
of the D.ploma in Education



14 August 1867

9 October 1987

14 August 1967

5 October 1267

13 November 19567
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U.ILE. Submission to A.U.C. states: ‘the
Un versity sees 1its role not as a regional
intitution catering ... for the northern

re ions of New South Wales, but rather as
se ving e tar more widely-basea population ...’

Fa lure (due to hostile Newcasties voting) or the
Re erendum to establish New England as a New
(S::venth) State in the Australian Commonwealth.
Lo:is of momentum for New State policies.

D.I'. Armstrong. Lecturer (c.d.. at Graricn!
grinted leave to Canada. (He did not return)

Frofessor G.L. MeClymont receives tae Australian
Poultry Award for services to poultry nutrition
an't to the industry (particuiarl n the Namoi

Council resolves that noc new regional offices be

deralopec until late 1972

Apoointment of P.A. Rickards as Reszarch Fellow
(Farm Planning Orfficer) in the Department ot
Fa 'm Manzgement. Later he will direct A.B.R.I.
Th: death in Canberra of Lady MHsdzwick

Promotion of N.L. Crew to Senicr Lecturer

A, LA, Nelson becomes Founcation Editorisl
Associate to Convergence: An International
Journal or Adult Education

Desartment of Farm Menagement 1s appreoached b

o :
th» Rurzi Youth Urganization to ofr its
menoers on-the-rfarm management training

Comcil is told that L. Strickiand (Audic-Visual
Aiis Oriicer in the University and Lascturer in
th: Department ot University Extension) is
a:ing a detailed inventocry or University

resources in this area

Naici ©Oiiice corganizes the HMacguasrie (Valley:
Rejional Development Seminar in Dubbo

F. Wigham appointed fo Grafton as  Lzc
Un.versity Extena10n. and J.F. Ma
Maiager :n that Department

A. T A, Nelsscn 1is Chairman of the Austraiian
Associat:.on of Adult Education

Auiitor-ueneral requests that the De
Fa'm Management formalize the activi
Fa m Management Service Centre
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1969

Council notes that., at the 1
Universities Congress., Proressor
sezretarv to the 'The Role or the Univer

Ty in
Prafessional Training' group
F. Bitmead (at the Lismore Reziona! Cfficsr is
primoted to Senior Lecturer. University

Ex:ension

Councii teid orf likely premisss for the DLULVE,
in Lismore in a new Council building

Coincil passss complex and detsiled schesdule of
u. 2. fees

Couincil sand Howigs’' Esport to

3 t

= 2
Bosrd, the University Extension Commi
fo: comment

Fa:eweil dinner for Protessor D. Howis
Spacial meeting of Professoriatl
coisider the Council Committee’s Repo
Desartment of University Extension

Th: Department of University Extienzsion movas
from Erown Strest, Armidale, to the HMilton
Buiiding (on campus)

Mav papers on DLULE. go to Council

Nazional Seminar on Drough- theiz at the
University)

Councii considers the budgetary position orf the
D.J.E.

Coinci: orfrers the Ecerle Centre tor sale

Council ap
ani Il as o

Coincil co
his awa-:d
for the en

ates formally A.C.H, Howard on
ellowship or the Royal S
ent of the Arts (F.R.S.A.)

3

i

Council approves the setting up of a Scheocoi or
Naturai Kkesources ( a particular concern to Z.
Cosen)

General Planninz Committee for Univers:ity
Extension recommends that second appointment tc
Grarton Office be used to establish regional
office at Port Macquarie

Couancil defers consideration of a ftormal
designatad qualification in a.e. ror the present
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Coincil accepts resignation of J.G. Eird.
Le:turer in University Extension (in tha
Comunity Development Divisiony

C0A1c1l not that "the present estabiishmsnt of
th: D.U.E. is twelve on University tunds and
th'ee on ogutside funds' and resoivas to reduce

th.s to twelve. plus one

Frfessor Lazenby express2s to Council! ‘tae hope
thit the U.E. Department would ope '
u.lest sense as an independent depza

Coincil awards Mrs Eileen Price the H. Econs,
Io a thesis. 'The Locai Governmant <r  TI90
Flirnningz - A Cass Ziudy' tzZhne will zzsist in 3
Cl:ist2r or Rzsiamential Schoctis in tnis ares. !

Ge:rfrey Elomtieid., grszie:s., ana  keen adurt
egicationalist, serves on the University Council
Eesignat.on of Protesscr Z. Cowan

AT, Mekenzie appointed  Le2ctursr  1in Rurs!
Edication «(to work in U.E.J. He would scon
be:om2 th2 Foundation Principal or the Oranzz2
Ag-icuitural Colleze, and later a Federai M.P,

kel
wi:wni

Proyressor A. Lazenby (then Acting! becomes tne
University’s third Vice-Chancelicer

Coincil makes Director of U.E. an ex o¢rricic
me aber o7 the Faculty or Education

Ex:ension role of Agriculturai Business Rassarcrh
Institute clarified by Council

Death o7 the Chancellor of the University. Dr
Phillip Arundell Wright

p2ning of the University’s regionai otfice &t
Fo-t Macquarie

Otfiicial retirement of A.C.M. Howard., Assisztant
Director. Department or University Extension.
(H2 wouid stay on as Acting Director until July
1971, just prior to the arrivai of 5.J. kcoth!

Peter A. Wright becomes a Foundation HMemter of
th2 new Jaculty of Natural Resources (for which
he had long been an advccate)
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A.J.A. Nelson's mediating (and editoriai) role
in the Ccnference on Continuing Education ana
Universities in the Asian and Soutnh Paciric
Region, held at the University of Madras
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A.iL A, Neli

son appoint
in Education

i}

Antouncement by the Premier or the new EKszionsi
Syctem for New South Wales

National L[evelopment Confsrsnce, vanbsrra

Putlication of the ls il (pampniet for
Derartmental! Annual Report (for 1871) until thart
for 1931

Council noctes ]
menbership of the New South Wa
Corporation

Auctralian Universities Commission tin its Firfch
Report) expresses attitude that continuing
edication activities of the universities should
be ‘substantiailly self-rinancing’

Fozition of Director or University Extension i3
oftered to Mr S.J. Roothn

Counait notices seriocus loss  oOr rssidenc
revenue Irom extension activities,due tc chnan
to semester/term examinations

N

Jq

Y]

Dr K.J. Walsh transfers trom Department of U.E.
(Temworth) to Department of History

Resignation ot W.G. Maddox (Tamworth’., who tnen
trensters to Department ot Poiitics

E. Brennan become Lecturer-in-chargz. Namsi

Q.o Mclartney (Chairman, javein
Corporation or N.S.W. since 1963) becomes
of Federal Cities Commission Acvisory Commi

[ar Jobknstone, solicitor., serves on the
Un:versity Council

Tat ling of the consensus ‘Bilueprint’, The
Un. versity cr New Engliand and Continuil
Educatior in Northern New South Waies, writien
by S5.J. kooth and others

De:th of Dr. R.L. Blake. "Council’ member from
c. 1834 to 1S66



15 April 1973 Couincil rules “that the University should not b
se:n as soile provider of aduit education 1in
no>thern New Scuth Wales ... but snould link
wih the new decentralization plans or the Stat
Gosernment’

(0]
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)

13 April 1573 Councii recommends closure of thes Port Macquaris
Rezional Otffice

May 1573 Eesignat.on ot (c.d.) Aboriginsl Fiaid
Assistant, K. kelly

July 1973 R. Prater appointed Administrative Assistant
(Timworth) (later moved to Coffs Harbour)

3¢ July 1973 Coincil approves promotion grade of Associats
Di~ector (in D.U.E.). No one has ever attained
it

September 1973 J. s, Mason becomes Lecturer in  charze oT
‘R:fresher courses’

13 May 1274 Couincii dszems that “the futurz deveiccment of

.2, in the University 1is essentially an

acidemic operation and proposes ... a Board of
Coitinuing Education responsible to the
Professo~ial Board

Juiy 1574 Visit to Mew Zealand by S5.J. Rosth resuits in

idespread educational! and Governmentai support

tha2re fo~ cooperation with possiblie ‘Acjustment’
projects

1974 Pusiication by Dr. D.A. Whitelock of The dreat
Tragition: a history of adult education 1in
Australia

1274 Thz Fedsral or Commonwealih Governmeant as5sumas
thz whole financial responsicilities ror
universizies. which are then toctally at the
mecrcy of federal educationali bureaucracies

1 November 1874 S5.J., Koozih sends to Vice-Chancallcor ‘Submission
of Kellozg Foundation for the establisnment of a
Rural Adjustment Unit at the University cr HNew
Enziand’

1 January 1875 Op2ning of the U.N.E.’s Regional Uffice at Coffs
Harbour

1975-1880 Ema2ritus Protessor G.J. Butland s=2rves on =ths
N.>.W. Higher Education Bcard

March 13975 G.Jj. Butland (P.-V.-C.) opens Kemps2y Seminar
on Coastal Development from now tc the year
-
<

O
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Closure of the WU.N.E.’s FERegional Urrfice
Li.more aznd transtfer of F. Eitmead tc Armidatle

Si:th Report orf the Ausfralisn Universizi
Conmissicn recommends wuniversity response
conmunity needs

Council is told that » of internal studen
re:ident 1in Colileges has dropped. Trom &u4.3
1963, to 49.3 in mid-1975

A.. A, leison consultant to a.e. conferesnce
Sr Lankz

De.th cf Emeritus FProfessor D. Howis

5 .
or ginal starr member of the N.E.U.C. in 1330

Ariiidale and MHNorthern Rivers { z
Adanced Education established by ths Coclleg
of Advanced Education Act

Council toid of planned joint-adminis 3
Un versities and C.A.E.s - the new Tertia
Ediicatior. Commission

keiignation or G. Krippner (Tabielands Orfficer
Th University recesives W.K. Kellogz Foundati
A e

r i
grant ol $A for 5 year ‘'seecding’ pericd

Connecil discusses seriously the state of ti

pe ‘forming arts in the University

En oiment orf 139 in the first intake to ti

Disioma of Continuing Education, o
(internais) and 13 (externals) comple
mitimum time

Doibling of most c.e., lecturing tess | over 1¢
ra.e

Ce'2mony 1o mark extensive r=2turolishing of i

Tanworth Centre for Continuing Education

Fo 'mal commancsment cr the W. K. kello
Australizn Rural Adjustment Unit

Th: beginning of an era of cut b
de:line in the University's tzachin
nuaoers

Es:ablishment of Animal Genetics and Erasdi
Un.t (with cooperation or N.3.W. Department
Agiculture) (to be re-founded in 1350

(G2at) Hail Appeal Citi ite
reommenss that University Hail oe T
community-agceal runcticons, ceoncerts ov tha N

~r
S



14 November 1877

50 October 13
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November 1S73
February 1579

9 August 1:z72

November 1230

{February 1951
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Enzzmbieg, etc.

dership in the appeal supplied from tne
Department and (tormers N.E.R.D.A. Executivs
members.

Rztirfication for 4 years co:f the ©RNew En
Ersemblie t(for Music/). which had begun perrormin
with D.C.E. in 1374

g
w
!
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Arnouncemant tnat k.C. Gates will be rtourth
Vice-Chancellor

W.,J. McCarthy t(then Departmental Fieid Orrfi
becomes A.L.FP. member r1or Nerthern Tablelands in
State Parliament

kesoluticns on Continuing Educarti s
Academic Flanning Committe= presanted to
Frotessorial Board

~t,
<,
"t
=
by
9]
Q
]

Retirement of

Piuolication o1f the set of 3 wvolumes entitlad:
Ecucation, Training and Enpioymernt, the
‘Wwilliams' Report of the Committee of Inguir
irto Education and Training

N.S.W. Board of Adult Education pubi
Development or Adult Education in Co:

c.J. Rooth, chier editory

Fcunding orf thes New Eng

land Rezional Association
fcr Adult Learning (N.E.R.A.A.L) as 'a liaison
ard co-ordinating body for acult learning in the
New England region by the N.S.W. Board orf Aduit
Ecucation
Trink-tank Workshop on all a.=2. provision being
hcused at on2 ioccation at the Unilversity of New
Ergland. Reccmmendations that this centra:
iccating or all preoviders take piace at Robb
Ccllege is blocked by one minor orticial
N.S.W. Board of Adult Education wputlisnss The
Training or Aduit Educators In N.5.W.
Tre N.S.W. Bosard of Adult Education recocznizes
2Z organizations as Country Adult Education
Centres, whose constitutions and a.e. programaes

are acceptable to the Board

N.5.W. Board cf Adult Education »publishes Thas
Learning Needs or the Adult Community or the
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Ncrthern Tabielands of New South Waies (by Crew

& Powys)

Februsry 18€3 Development (at a conterenca2) held at U.N.E. or
tre ‘Armidatle Statement on Centinuing Education
fcr Universities and cllezes of Advanced
Ecucation’

27 May 1984 Death of A.C.M. Howard on eve of planned musiIs:
tcur of Europe

12 June 1384 N.E.R.A.A.L. Sub-Committee on Adult Educatisn

fcr Disabled Persons organises workshocp for
tutors to plan literacy courses anc coursa2s tfor
thke disaoled

1934 A.JLA. Nelson (formerly, 1876 -1854, its
fcundation Chairman) becomes Patron or the
Australian Council for Adult Literacy

Sepiember 1S54 A.J.A, Nelson is one of the rour egucators o
whom U.N.E.S.C.0. paid tribute at Worid Literacy
Day in Paris

Summer 1354 First appearances ot [nside Australiz the
magazine or the Rural Development Cenzre

1925 Regional Councils of Adult Educafion in New
Scuth Wales are formed on the tasis of the
Minister or Education’s policy statement

January - D.Z.E. holds its first Australian Coliegze for

February 13355 Seniors Xesidential Prosramme (with consideradle
Amsrican participation)

August 1585 Tha first Indonesian Likmas (Community
Education) Programme begirns (urder Froj=sct
Director B. Erennan)

August 1335 National! Workshop hesld on Adulf Literacy and

Ccmmunity Development (A.J.A. Neiscn leadingy
Issue of the draft Johnsen/Hinton Report. Aguis
ard Continuing FEducation In Australiia (Final

Report appears in April 13861
of

April 18525 Award oy A.S.P.E.A.E. the Arnold Haly
Medallion to A.J.A. Nelson

April 153c U,N.E.'s Departments or CLE. and oI
Administrative and Higher Education Studies host
jcintly the First National Conference of Starrs
Development of T.A.F.E.

Auzust 1936 Fubliication, by N.5.W. Ministry of Educaticn. of

n t
Trte Provision or Adult Education In New South
Wsles: Rcies or the Agencies and Guidelines ror
Development
October 18&6 Retirement of N.D. Crew (then second sanior ana
lcngest serving member of the Department)
Retirement of S.J. Rooth., Director and ths
succession of B. Brennan as Acting Director
least until 31st December 1359)
February - Irauguraticn 53¢ teaching by the University’
March 1883 Faculty of Economics at 1ts new College at
CcTits Harbour (with a pledge as to the growth or
tris institution and the intention to orfer soma2
frvil time teaching from the Faculty of Arts in
1£380)
Early edition of A.J.A. Nelscn
Ministers: A Letter on Literacy
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17 July

17 July
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Day One of the new institufion., 'The Univers:
of New Engiand’., 1incorporating the Ior
Arnidale Coilege of Advanced Education ana t
Northern Rivers College of Advanced Education
Arnouncament that the new University W
irncorporate the2 present Urange Agricultu
Ccilege (which has considerable extension sid
as an affiliated University Colleg2



