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ABSTRACT

The Ministry of Education in Jordan has made some large strides in reforming the
education system. However, one of the fundamental challenges that are still impeding and
restraining reform is that graduates o Jordanian schools have been described as lacking
crucial knowledge and as weak in critical thinking skills in different subject areas. Despite
the fact that it is important to have theoretical frameworks to explain quality teaching and
learning in primary schools, neverthel:ss, it can not be assumed that theories apply across
all contexts. Hence, the purpose of this study is to examine the extent to which the NSW
Quality Teaching Model (NSWQT Mauadel) can be applied to the Jordanian primary school

context.

A qualitative approach of data gatherng and analysis was used, including an analysis of
official documents to reveal the perspectives of the Jordanian Ministry of Education
(MOE) and the NSWQT model in rezards to the concept of quality teaching. Structured
observations of day-to-day classroom practice were conducted, using the NSWQT model’s
coding sheet. Field notes were kept o achieve appropriate contextual indicators of the
visited schools and classrooms. Inter/iews were conducted with seven teachers and six
principals. Teachers participating in th s study were those identified by the MOE as quality

teachers.

One key finding was that quality teaching was described in a similar way in both the
Jordanian MOE’s documents and in documents describing the NSWQT model. Another
significant finding was that most elements of the NSWQT model were evident in the
practice of teachers identified as being ‘quality teachers’ in the Jordanian classrooms
studied. Despite this finding the study found that there was an inconsistency between the
stakeholders’ perceptions of what constituted quality teaching as articulated by MOE’s
documents and school stakeholders. The implications of these results are discussed with
respect to the extent of the applicabil ty of the NSWQT model to the Jordanian primary
school context in the policy and practices level. Future directions for research, policy and

practices are presented.
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