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Abstract
This study examines the carcer of Major General Sir Howard Kippenberger who
is often stated to have been the outstanding New Zealand civilian commander
of the Second World War. It tests that assertion and asks what made him stand

out amongst the other New Zealand commanders.

The heart of the study 1s the campaign chapters where Kippenberger 's
military leadership is closcly as:sessed. Kippenberger 's performance as a battalion
commander is examined in th2 Greece, Crete and Crusader chapters, while his
performance as a brigadicr is assessed in the Mingar Qaim, Ruweisat, El
Alamcin, Left Hooks, Takrouna and ltalian campaign chapters. Chapter 12 deals
with Cassino, his only battlc as a divisional commander.

Kippenberger becamc an outstanding military commander able to
combine cfficiency and profcssional competence with obvious concern and
compassion for those scerving under him. The campaign chapters demonstrate
that Kippenberger possessed all the essential qualities for successful command
identified by the great writers on military matters: moral and physical couragg,
robustness, intelligence, the determination to succeed and the ability to
command loyalty and affection. Kippenberger'’s stylc of command, as is
demonstrated in this thesis, was ideally suited to the ways of the New Zealand
Army in which he served.

Two things sct Kippenbcrger apart from other New Zealand commanders
of the day. The first was his sicminal expericnce as a private soldier on the
Somme in 1916 during which Kippenberger experienced the crushing burdens
under which the ordinary private soldier laboured and witnessed first-hand the
terrible price of military incom petence. The sccond factor was Kippenberger s
thorough preparation for command; especially his methodical and detailed study
of military history which becarae an all-consuming passion. That this study was
undertaken as preparation for command in a war Kippenberger belicved to be

inevitable is indeed remarkablc.

All of the above attribut s and command qualitics, thorough preparation
and obvious concern for the welfare of those serving under him made
Kippenberger an outstanding military commandecr. Morc than this it madec

Kippenberger that rarity in mili:ary history: a revered commanding officer .
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