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ABSTRACT

THESIS: OLLERA AND ITS PEOPLE: A SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY OF A

NEW ENGLAND PASTORAL STATION, 1838-c.1914

by Margaret Rodwell

This thesis traces the development of a New England pastoral station from its

foundation in 1838-9 until early 1914. It examines the Everett brothers' attempt to

transplant paternalist attitudes and management-systems from rural England to the

fringes of settlement in colonial New South Wales, their successes during the

'lifetime' of the partnership and the inherent flaw which caused its ultimate failure.

The thesis explores the English background of the Everetts' and the rural

labourers who formed their core workforce and the various 'push' and 'pull' factors

which influenced both 'masters' and 'men' to emigrate. It will be argued that the

philosophical tenets upon which the Everetts' attitudes, mind-sets and management

styles were based were central to their success. Equally important were three discrete

but inter-connected networks of 'kinship and friendship' which linked the two

'classes' of immigrants from Wiltshire and ran laterally and vertically between peer

groups in England and Australia.

The thesis draws on the station records, letters, journals, diaries and account

books to reconstruct the daily lives and experiences of the masters and their assisted

immigrant workers. The outcome for the latter of the brothers' paternalist regime and

their responses to the new conditions encountered on the frontier are exan1ined.

Practical paternalism and its corollary, 'enlightened self-interest is evident

throughout.



CERTIFICATE

I certify that the substance of this thesis has not already been submitted for any

degree and is not currently being submitted for any other degree of qualification.

I certify that any help received in preparing this thesis, and all sources used,

have been acknowledged in this thesis.

signed ....



CONTENTS

Page No.

Part One:

Prologue:

Chapter One:

Chapter Two:

Part Two:

The Background to European Settlement at Ollera

Alluran

The Everetts: The World They Knew

The Assisted Immigrants: They World They Knew

Ollera's Foundation and Development: 1839-c.1860

1

16

59

Chapter Three:

Chapter Four:

Chapter Five:

The Foundation Years, 1838-1849

Consolidation, Growth and Change, 1848-62

Living and Working on the Station, 1838-c.1862

98

147

182

Part Three: OHera's Maturity: Its Successes and its Problems: 1862-1895

Chapter Six:

Chapter Seven:

Chapter Nine:

Development and Maturity: The Station, 1862-1879 217

Maturity: The Challenges of the l880s 266

Generational Change: OUera and its People in the l890s 306

Afterword & Conclusion: The Old Order Changeth.

Appendices:

Bibliography:

340

346

373

Table and Maps in Frontispiece: 1. i: Conversion Table

ii: New South Wales, Showing Unsettled Lands

iii: District ofNew England: Ollera- Tenterden

iv: Approximate Location of 'Runs', c.1850

2: Wiltshire-Hampshire and Adjacent Counties

3. Guyra District: i: Land holdings and Selections at 'OHera'

opp. 60

facing p 266



Illustrations:

ii: Parishes and Selections around 1906

i: Biddesden House, Wiltshire

ii: Sketch by John Everett, 1838

iii: Ollera in 1840

iv: Sketch: Sydney Town, late 1838

v: The Square at Qllera, c.1860

vi: Shepherd's Cottage, Ollera, c.l860

vii: Qllera in 1860

viii: Diagram of Management Hierarchy

ix: Diagram: Location of Outstations

x:: Diagram of Original Wool Press

facing p.306

facing p. 16

facing p. 59

facing p. 98

facing p.l 07

facing p.147

facing p.182

facing p 216

facing p.230

facing p.238

facing p.311



JOHN EVERETT: 1815-1902

University of New England Regional Archives: P4483



NEW SOUTH. WALE.S

SQUATTAGE DfSTRICTS .... la 40

Pion of ih.
pr.mo.y di""i.i... of 'the unactfl"d

Cro_n Lo"ds i ...r.

.N()r~ ..
7}".. JnO''p 14 ,f;aled UpO'7 ,"co"""J..'!'. dt.scrlpt'ion. o~

!;:4!v, ~:;:;Z-. "':~~f;1:; 18S~; p;:~::c~ .. D:;"If:.:;;:~~~4~/::~~:r.r
','ncl.. I,., la.fe ,. 'yea~.s (/847) fh. S04lthe.,.,J Dr Po~t Ph/flip
divi..io#'l _0, bounded 0..... the .No,~h oy the M",ray R,'.,..,.
0,..<:1 .s~.""diY;c::Ieq' ,nfo .5 ~UQtf,-"~ eh'.3f,.icl, C-Alur,oy I West..", Po"',
ltVij.,.,."...rQ. Po,.t/~"d Bay, Cipp6/ond) o"J S JI7f'e,."..,ec"·ori.. 6 (8ourk.,
Cro"t, ~o,.~o"~hr~)~ ~~~

aF'!., J. P. Co," 6e/I, JauN'. o"d Proc. R.A.H.S Vol. xV. PJ' /I. /.!I29

....

Ct.STRICT
Port Mac.quorie
New E"'grond
Liv.erpool PI"'!.
Bligh.
We-lfin9fo,",
Lochlo,.,
Moru"""bidgcc
MO".."oo

PoTf Phillip

HorE:

QlYe" J. F'. Co,"ph«-IJ ../our,.,. a,-yd p,.oc. Ii'. A. #. S. Vo/.XYII, P.t /, /9.3/.

" 0

Plan 0' 'f1oIc
di..,i.ion cf ftoI. vn••n'ed

ero"",.. Lo..,ds ;r,to

SqUATTAG~ OfSTRICTS 'M 1847

Th«o /3 dut,ic!s /,.,I'd INJ'fIch :lh#: uns.ff/~c1 Cro#IVn Idncts
~O"f" 01 1Ir~ Mu~,.q,y Ie/vel' _cre dl''''';d~d 0'. ,"or. 0,. /~s,

e/.-o,1y de/""~~ hy d.6en"Pfion Tn J'he CO.,~f ,.,o;/ce'
l
exe~,.t

0" a.~d ahout' Ih~ no...... Que~IT$lo'Tc/ 6ord..~. _Ju~". in the.
abs.nee of 9co:r·.,~'"o:ol i ... fo,.,....cdio'1. d~.c,.,l:d,/o,.& .I'e ....09'u e
po,.(;el.'lors of tkt "Un-IS, 4,1,o-;",S' a'=!io;",/",? ,.un. ~lYd QP;:,,·./C;,...,crfe
.$Iod( cO""'y';'S C'tZpocif.y. _r~ pu6Iis"~q NT CO". r:;a.Jcttc lau

. I Macl.cy R'!'
2 New England
3 Live,.pool PIns.

4 BliSh
.~ We fl;"9 fo ,",

• Lachlan
t M"urllrnb,dgec
8 Monero

'.~ Clorenee ~lf

·'O.a_yd',.
; ... Dcrli ...g Down.

·:.I~ L.awn Dorljn~

~IJ Moreton BQY
,! ~. I

_._-------------

. 4.-Plan of the Primary Division of the Unsettled Crown Lands of New
South Wales into Squattage DiStricts in 1840.

;~;( ,.
Fill', 5.-Plan of the Division of the Unsettled Crown Lands of New Sout
f!.,~.{ . . Wales into Squattage Districts in 1847...:'-----

LOCATION OF UNSETTLED DISTRICTS OF NEW SOUTH WALES IN 1840 AND 1847

from C. King, Outline ofCloser Settlement in New South Wales, Sydney, 1957, pp. 53, 55.
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CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND SHOWING LOCATION OF EVERETT-HELD STATIONS

from NRMA Road-map.
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APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF NEW ENGLAND SQUATTING RUNS c.1850

from Lea, Pigram and Leslie (eds), An Atlas ofNew England, Vol.J: The Maps, Armidale, 1977




