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Abstract

Gustav Adolf Deissmann was a German thl::ologian who gained international rcpute

during his lifetime for his pioneering contributions in the widely divergent fields of

postelassical Greek philology, lexicography, the archaeological excavations of Ephesus,

international conciliation and the ecumenical movement. He was the recipient of many

national and international distinctions, including eight honorary doctorates from six

different countries, and was twice nominated for the Nobel Peace Price. Yet until

recent years this internationally influential academic has been almost completely

overlooked by modem scholarship, and although an upsurge of interest in Deissmann

has occurred during the past decade - drivcn primarily by research from German

theological Faculties - this has tended to stereotype him far too narrowly as an

ecumenist.

Until now, the lack of a broadly contextualised and balanced evaluation of Deissmann's

life and work has had the effect of limiting or even distorting our views of some

important aspects in the history of classical ~;cholarship, the history of Germany's 20th

century socio-religious development, the hi~;tory of the archaeological excavation of

Ephesus and in the history of the international ecumenical movement. However, this

dissertation seeks to redress these deficiencies, by developing the central thesis that

Deissmann has played a pivotal role in se\cral wholly different fields of scholastic

inquiry and that it is, therefore, high tine that both the man himself and his

extraordinary contributions be properly recog1ised.

The dissertation itself is constructed in three parts:

Part One demonstrates how Deissmann's innovative philological approach to the

language of the NT has led to a rethinking among researchers of postclassical Greek,

and shows that despite the loss of his almost completed NT lexicon, Deissmann' s

lexicographical contributions remain fundamental for the understanding of koine Greek.

Part Two makcs the point that Deissmann's extraordinary interest in the archacology of

Ephesus is directly traceable to his philological study tour of the Middlc East in 1906,

and argues that were it not for his high international profile and energetic intervention
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for the salvaging of the ancient city's archaeological remams, inestimable and

irreversible historical losses would have been inevitable.

Part Three shows that even though Deissmann was one of the foremost supporters of

Friedrich Naumann's social reforms, by 1933 he had become sceptical of German

politics. This part further demonstrates that his Evangelischer Wochenhrif(l (with its

English translation, Protestant Weekly Leffer) was not written as war propaganda, but

rather as an innovative forum for Volkerver~ta17digu17g. It argues that, his subsequent

leading role in the ecumenical movement nmwithstanding, Deissmann was not a 'true'

ecumenist, and establishes that his slide into ohscurity was a combination of his own

characteristics and external circumstances.

Part Four (not formally an element of 'the thesis') comprises a series of appendices

transcripts or excerpts of documents which substantiate many of the statements made in

the thesis itself.
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Preface

This thesis is submitted in the field of Greek; but it may broadly be considered as a

Forschungsgeschichte topic, since by its nature it embraces aspects of 20th century

German social, political and church history, and also certain features of New Testament

studies, the ecumenical movement and of archaeological work in Turkey. I have made

a conscious decision, therefore, to explain some features in each of these areas which

may be deemed 'elementary' by specialists in these spheres, so that readers with a

different disciplinary background have suffie ient context for those aspects which may

be less familiar to them.

Some material within this thesis draws on the following publications written by me:

'Gustav Adolf Deissmann (1866-1937): trailblazer in biblical studies, in the archaeology
of Ephesus, and in international reconciliation', Buried History,
Journal of the Australian Institute ofArchaeology, 41,2005,29-42.

'Gustav Adolf DeiBmann, die Heidelberger Papyri und ein Durchbruch in griechischer
Philologie', Proceedings of the 24,h International Congress of
Papyrology, Helsinki, 1-7 August, 2004, 1, J. Froscn/ T. Purola/ E.
Salmenkivi, eds., Helsinki, 2007, 369-83.

'Gustav Adolf Deissmann (1866-1937) and the revival of archaeological excavations at
Ephesus after the First World War', OJh., 75, 2006 [2007], 39-46.

Since this dissertation makes use of a wide range of German primary sources - some

dating back to before the orthographical reforms of 1901, or even before 1880, when

Konrad Duden (1829-1911) published his momentous German dictionary - irregular

and occasionally idiosyncratic spelling and punctuation occurs in a number of citations.

However, the convention adopted in this dissertation is to quote excerpts as accurately

as possible in their original form (i.e. uncorrected). It is, therefore, not unusual to

encounter certain words spelt variously, som~times even within the same document or

citation, particularly in respect to compounds. the 'eszett' ('f3') as opposed to the double

sibilant 'ss', or the older 'th' as opposed to the newer 't'. Deissmann regularly signed

his name with an 'eszett' (i.e. DeiBmann), but in typed correspondence normally used

the alternative 'ss'; and, except for citations, this latter spelling is the one preferred in

this work. On occasions where a word i:, either illegible, or missing because of

document damage, this is normally signalled thus: l? illegible]'.
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Italics are used in the text to indicate published works, foreign words and - very

occasionally - for emphasis, but within the footnotes are reserved only for published

works.
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