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ABSTRACT

The literature on male prostitution or sex work paints a variable and complex picture
that is often closely related to broader cultural movements -

both permissive and punitive. Early

research focussed on causal or associated pathological aspects of prostitution. More recent
research has focussed on sex work as a vector of disease, on harm minimisation, and on the
concrete sexual practices of male sex workers. To date, little research has focussed on the
experiencing person and on relationships within and around the phenomenon of street-based male

sex work (SMSW). This qualitative study provides empirical data in the form of in-depth
interviews that explore the experiences of males, aged between 17 and 34. They have gravitated
to, and engage in SMSW, at a location in Sydney known as The Wall Interviews were analysed
using a variant form of grounded theory. The analysis revealed a number of interrelated themes,
some of which are developed across three chapters. The ftrst analysis chapter explores the
complex narratives of four young men: their history, identity, sex work experience, aspirations,
vulnerability and resilience. The analysis then picks up on a significant emergent theme:
relationships in the lives of those who work The Wall Finally, and paradoxically, the emergent
theme of education is explored. The findings of this study highlight the fact that, notwithstanding
prior trauma, abuse and abandonment, these negative events and their vulnerability rarely quench
the resilience that emerges through the relationships they encounter. Recommendations are made
for psychosocial intervention with young people marginalised from social support. Areas for
further research investigation are briefly identified.

v

CERTIFICATE OF ORIGINALITY

I certify that the substance of this thesis has not already
been submitted for any degree and is not currently being
submitted for any other degree or qualification.

I certify that any help received in preparing this thesis, and
all sources used, have been acknowledged in this thesis.

d Andrew Leary
March 2007

vi

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgements
Abstract
Certificate of originality
Table of contents
Peer-reviewed publications and presentations of this research to date

ii
.iv
v
vi
x

Chapter 1
SETTING THE SCENE

Introduction
Guiding research questions
Significance of the research
A clarification of primary terms
Overview of the dissertation

1
1
2
4
4
6

Chapter 2
A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE ON MALE PROSTITUTION AND SEX WORK ••••••••••••••••••••••• 10
Introduction
10
11
Male prostitution and the early colony of Australia
Homoeroticism in the colony of New South Wales
11
Male prostitution in the early colonial era
13
15
Summary comments on early formulations
Modem research directions on male prostitution and sex work.
16
16
Public discourse and early Sydney research
A context of social and personal pathology
19
20
Negative antecedents to male sex work
Causality and predisposition
21
Motives and choices
25
Different conceptual frameworks
26
Gender, masculinity and sexuality
27
28
Social and work contexts
A resurgent interest in adolescents
30
HIV/ AIDS and public health
32
35
Summary comments on modem research directions
A different frame of reference
35
Vulnerability
36
39
Resilience and connectivity
43
Concluding remarks about the literature review

vii

Chapter 3
LOCATING THE RESEARCH TRADITION AND THE METHODOLOGy

Introduction
Locating the research tradition
The significance of context to knowing and understanding meaning
The background and interpretation
Locating the researcher
The researcher and the foreigner
Defining the foreigner within
Locating a research method
Statement of the research problem
Preliminary directions on method
Grounded theory
The original position: Glaser and Strauss
Further developments
A position on grounded theory research
Research design
Sampling
Data collection
Background to the interviews
Interview process
Naturalistic observations
Analysis of in-depth interviews using NVivo
Evaluation in qualitative research
Rigor and validity
Radical reflexivity as the basis of validity and rigour
Techniques for validity and rigour
The audit trail: Journal, node, and memos
Ethical considerations
Ethics approval
Non-identification of participants
Informed consent
Issues of illegality
After the research, more happensl
Methodological strengths and limitations
Conclusion

46
46
47
.48
50
52
53
55
57
59
60
62
63
64
65
67
67
70
70
71
73
73
80
80
81
82
83
87
87
88
89
89
90
91
91

Chapter 4
UNTOLD STORIES: FOUR INDICATIVE NARRATIVES IN SMSW

Introduction
Profile 1: Brian
Prologue
Beginnings
Departures and exposure
Beginning SMSW
From street-based MSW to private-list MSW
PMSW and the porosity of boundaries
Aspects of PMSW
Understanding PMSW clients
The experience of self
Barriers, realisations, change
Other people, other strategies

94
94
95
95
97
99
100
103
105
106
109
110
113
115

viii

Crafting a future
Profile 2: Nick
Prologue
The experience of home
Formation in childhood and adolescence
A transition to the city
The move to SMSW
The complex experience of SMSW
The tum to commonality and friendship
Practice and meaning within sex work
Crafting a future
Profile 3: Steph
Prologue
Family relationships
Love, friendship, sadness
Connection and conversation
Beginning sex work
Framing the SMSW experience
Reframing critical experience
Framing orientation
Future directions
Profile 4: James
Prologue
Leaving home
The pathway in
Defming SMSW
Assessment and experience in SMSW and PMSW
The environment of MSW
Other relationships and MSW
Sexual exhaustion
Pathways out, or not
Conclusion

122
124
124
125
130
132
133
135
141
142
145
148
148
148
153
154
157
159
163
165
166
168
168
169
169
171
172
179
181
183
185
188

Chapter 5
EXPLORING RElATIONAL EXPERIENCES IN SMSW ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 191

Introduction
Precursor relationships and SMSW
Engaging the scene: A relational perspective
Relating within the SMSW scene
Relating to self: Dissonance and identity formation
Relating to sexual safety: SMSW, psychosocial and physical health
Remain or go: Pathways out of SMSW
Conclusion

191
192
204
209
222
229
238
245

Chapter 6
EDUCATION IN THE LIVES OF MALES ENGAGED IN STREET-BASED SEX WORK ••••••••••••••• 252

Introduction
A protective experience
Reference point and guide
Alienation
Friendship and silence

253
253
255
260
266

ix
Crafting a future, multiple drivers
Alternatives that mediate
Conclusion

272
278
283

Chapter 7
CONCLUSION: REFLECTIONS ONVULNERABIUTY, CONNECTIVITY AND RESIUENCE ••••• 286

Introduction
Understanding vulnerability and resilience
Contribution of the research
Understanding complexity and context
The significance of relationships
The experience of self
The abiding place of education
Thinking about intervention
Family, friends and the social environment
Health, welfare and education
The assessing person in SMSW
About the research methodology
Limitations of the research and future directions
Conclusion

References
Tables and Photo
Photo 1: The Wall

286
287
289
290
300
305
311
314
315
319
323
325
330
333
335

55

Table 1: Participants: A demographic grid
Table 2: Primary categories and subcategories (free Nodes)
Table 3: Participant-identified major themes (Free Nodes)
Table 4: Untold stories: Four indicative narratives
Table 5: Thematic coding - Education as a vehicle for change
Table 6: Node descriptor
Table 7: Theoretical memo
Table 8: Reflexive memo

69
76
77
77
78
84
85
86

Appendices
Appendix 1: Glossary of terms
Appendix 2: Brief participant profiles and explanatory notes
Appendix 3: Information sheet for participants
Appendix 4: Voluntary and informed consent form - under 18 years
Appendix 5: Voluntary and informed consent form - over 18 years
Appendix 6: Interview probes and opening question

370
372
392
394
395
396

x

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS AND
PRESENTATIONS OF THIS RESEARCH TO DATE

Leary, D. A. (2000,25-27 June). Searchingfor the unspoken conversations ofvulnerability and resilience:

Rethinking the psychosocial health ofyoung male sex workers. Paper presented at the 3rd Pacific
Rim NZAAHD Conference on Resiliency: Successful connections, Lincoln University,

Christchurch, Aotearoa New Zealand.
Leary, D. A. (2001, 5-10 October). Discovering resilientprocesses in the cause ofHIVprevention. Paper
presented at the 6th International Conference on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific,
Melbourne.
Leary, D. A. (2006, 8-11 August). Education in the lives ofmales engaged in street-based sex work. Paper
presented at the Inaugural Postgraduate Research Conference of the Faculty of
Education Health and Professional Studies: Bridging the Gap between Ideas and Doing
Research, University of New England, Armidale.
Leary, D. A., & Minichiello, V. (2007). Exploring the interpersonal relationships in street-based
male sex work: Results from an Australian qualitative study. Journal ofHomosexuality,
53(1/2), in press.

