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ABSTRACT 

 

When the Lakedaimonians invaded Eleia in 402 B.C. they transgressed a 

sacred inviolability that their ancestors had declared early in the Archaic period. 

They were prepared to do so because by this period a dominant faction at Sparta 

placed the pursuit of an oligarchic political agenda above religious scruple. 

Modern scholars cast doubt upon the evidence of several ancient texts that 

Eleia was sacred and inviolable, but their arguments are unconvincing. The 

importance of the Eleian manteis, the links of the Eleians with the oracles at Dodona 

and Siwah and their management of Olympia further support the view that Eleia was 

considered a holy land. Supposed wars between the Eleians and the Pisatans in the 

early-sixth century were actually civil disturbances of the late-sixth and early-fifth 

centuries that culminated in the Eleian synoikism and democracy of 471 B.C. 

In the fifth century, the Lakedaimonians intervened against democracy 

elsewhere, but at first respected the asylia of the Eleians. In 402 B.C., however, they 

invaded and dismembered Eleia, and the oligarchic political entities that replaced it 

became their dependent allies. By obliging the Eleians to fight in the Korinthian 

War, furthermore, the Lakedaimonians compelled them to forsake their inviolable 

status.              
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References to journals and other modern works are abbreviated according to 

Hornblower, S. and Spawforth, A. (eds), The Oxford Classical Dictionary (3rd edn, 

Oxford, 1996), supplemented by the ‘Notes for Contributors and Abbreviations’ in 

American Journal of Archaeology 90 (1986) 381-94. References to Classical sources 

are generally abbreviated according to the practice of the former work, with the 

exceptions that, apart from the names of a few well-known authors, latinised spelling 

has not been adopted and English translations of Greek titles have been preferred to 

Latin ones. The following additional abbreviations appear: 

 

BMCR Bryn Mawr Classical Review 

IACP Hansen, M.H. and Nielsen, T.H. (eds), An Inventory of Archaic and 

Classical Poleis (Oxford, 2004) 

Moretti Moretti, L., ‘Olympionikai, I vincitori negli antichi agoni olimpici’ in 

Atti della accademia nazionale dei Lincei 8.8 (Rome, 1959) 53-198 
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