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CRJnER V 

uVil1~E,A DLVELUPr~ ,NTS 

The 1880' s marked t h first dec de of tho tnt rnational 

orgonisst.ion of women. It w s a movc:ment encour gad by t. 

advances in legislation and the general fee1in o th improv ent 

though considerable, were not consi~.ra· 1e enough. 

at this tiI:le we e interested pro rily in two t~in Be 1 gislation 

which concerned t h personally and 1 gi l ati ~lch dir at!y 

or indirectly conc ~rned the wellbein of their r lies. 

They wero very 11 t t le concerned wit h other ocial legis! t · 

which did not affect t !1 in this y ,A wvenhon th y r .:n ......... 

actlv in political and s - political ork tbir 18 8 later, 

their bition! er mostly cantin d the 

rew ere p rSonDlly Q bitlou and political spi tiona b7 

• en were absent almo .. t to th point of' non-exist nee. B;y 1880 

or a 1ittl after, ho ever, they had to believe t t 

only ss s ion of the tr chi ould trect t."te step ing- up 

of those classes of 1 hieh y 

interested . The tr chi 

1'h egree to which ttli beliet be e rooted in country 

depen ad on the extent of t e introducti r1 "'t in 

thnt country and the availabi1i ty of w en to this lief. 

Thes condition ere ae entuated by the t at 

trans tion d ape dler communications de th Sh r chanica 

of or~is tion easier d moresucc.~8tul. 
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Alongsido the ability to nove around more aily 

the ace ptance of t he fact tha t women mi ght no trav 1 

unchaperoned and th f act that modification in 19th c tury 
1 

dress enabled t l to move more e sily anyway . 

le rnt mo t of her l essons in organi ticn fr 

the Unitod St tee , though ahe pr ctised th on a far oro 

l1nited ';c r l • In 1882 !ra. Cady ~tanton hnd ccns1dered 

the idea of organising an Internrtionnl Council of Women to 

celebrate the fortieth iver ary of the m tiD at S eo 

Falls. A year lnter in England, ~i s E • • hittl., ' . _, 

organised a I thering of friends or wem t s auf' rage to e t 

Mrs. S ftnthooy. Th meetin resolved 

••• recognising that union is stren th " t t 
tb time has oome "fIhen omen over the wor ld 
should un1 te in the just d d for their pol! tic 

tranehis ant ••• they should p tnt ttee 
pre ratory to fOrming Int&rn ti 

trage A sociation.. . % 

Th first me ting VI: s held in f rica tl e foll . 

t.ll delegates frQIl da and the U!'l i 

Austr II 11 S not re lonted, but the neotin a re ortGd in 

Sydn y. 

T g advanta e of the r ot t t this as th fir t 

<>cc sien e7 had had time or op Ttunity to a t 

thet:lsel ves in this y to uch larg u..1ionee, del to t 

en .oc 

2. lid. p. 80 

t 
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tho Council expatiated t length on th pl co of womon in 

the world. Nev~rthel ss ~1ey kept ~it~1n the tr ditionnl 

limit of sekno ledl~ed field~ of intere t for wos::: n nnd 

for.nul'l ted a theory of intcrtlSi tional mer 1i ty vh1eh wa 

• 3 
adopted by "om n s groups evorywhere. 

The Council declared t h t international co-operatlon 

between WOOlen Vlould, ~on.:" ot.'lcr t hings, lerd to 

••• Closer bonds of friendship between wan n of d1:ff r I t 
nations ••• to stre then t~e i de of inte ·ticn~l 
arbit "tion in the oot 1 ant of all differeuc a t c;l.t 
thus the whole mili t1.ry eye ,DO ~ ing the very 
lifeblood and ! Ith of t he peopl e in the old orld, 
may be completeq outlawed and , with 1 ts cri as and 
miseries , ended forever. 4. 

In New Bouth V'o.les the 1880' B 09 aloo e. p ' ri of ate y 

if not speot..'\oul.ar, extension of earlior legi laM on. 

amendment of the Married en Pr0te rty Act ~. s introduced .. 
in 18a and moves 1 d by ir Alfred . t phen for ext ion of 

the divorce In\7S were r;ade bet 1886 and 1892. Sir Ifred t 

e rli r bill for a n ber of re sons er nover 3~ed, t 1n 

1893, fter Victoria and vouth Auatr ore 

nd outh . s Act law. 

:J up 

5. The law given Roy: se nt on niticn t un1f'orm laws 
be pass d by other colon! 8. Th Llouth las ct provid d 

t 

for divorce after thre yo ra' des rticn, h b1tunl drunkenness, 
or oruel ty, or D glect of d eo c dutiea, or thr years t 
impriso ant or h bl 1 convictions . 

• 
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It was 1895 before m jor changes ,er ~ de in th 

Marriod floo9n ' s Property Act. The 1879 Act, in api te of 

ito ostabl1shm nt of provision for so rate pr ~ perty, had 

still not declared a married oman's right to be u1 ble. 

She h 'ld no right to eantr et in respoct of property h did 

not poSGess beforo, 6lld though the law protected her operate 

property during her husband's l i tet a , ahe could at dispose 

of it 8 resole e-t CO!lD:lOn law. 

Al terations to the existing l av. _ ere d partly on 

En lish 8xs.n:.ple. The pro.,i ions of tho first 1m erial Y.arrlod 

\'famen t e Property ~ct h d 'hoen extended earlier in n 

the 1893 legislation in ~Ic outh " les s an t ,pt to r ctify 

the anomalies of the State law s well a s 8 e ot t! e till 

existing English ones. Under this n Pet arri d 

was declar d c bl of acquiring, holdin and dlepoRin by will 

01" othorwise or y real. ty or personal! ty hieh e her eptll" te 

property in the same manner 88 if ahe ere a re sole, 1 thcut 

the intervention of a trilete . She could no' en4 r to cant cts 

and gl~ receipt in her in circUD tanc s s 

could be sued. 

The bulk of No C'outh .ale omen r o still unc cern 

in 1893 ,1th is legislation, th ugh n gro g and hihly art-iculate 

minority re beginnina to e t 0 it. I tcrest wer in 

fact, stirring, thouih the most. consid r l l. 

presti e ha come 8 ewhat -e rlier. Thi QS 0 ethin t flY 
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hadnot, on the ,hole, r of y r8 

they tn i led ado uo. te1y to UGe i t . 

HI F:.R EWe A 1'IlIN FOR 1(; 

Hi~e'1" education for anen w e not tl c ntral iaw in 

the 'tamen's Mcver' ent in Now Sc·ut~, Walos or in os t count los . 

Vn t he ole it 5 of marginal interest only. Ito relativ 

unimportance in No South , ales i n c ble m i nly to the 

t act t hat tho battle, such as it on vor, 

early. 

uni veraal ato te- sponsored educ tlon in no .. t estern countr10 

benefitted both boys d girlo , and t.'1e prillc!p1e or univ rSt'Ll 

prirnllry-l()vel educe tlon Ws.s f,e11-es bll ad by 1860. 

p. s" 1lar '1"c ponsi hUlty for . ec db.IJ· sehoc-l t in1n , h 'TIer, 

8 not accepted 68 tteT 0 coure& and this m nnt that 

st-pl" ry educ t lon for sam y 1"6 lon '1", '1" ate<! solely in 

pri v to ban • It 118 conoid red ba ically 1 rury J to 

Gought only if 1 t could be frOM d. 

1:'.. 
~:." . so, by tb mid 19th c tury t 1ier 

in ric , i t a luxury afro cd to II' t 

more glr~ • 

ding on the SC! 0\11 to ~bich they ore s t J 

eo iv d xcellent edue tion in 

less antagonistic to training girl. 

oaPle 

1s os ere 

tho .fact tb t there lInS a eons . r of eduo ted 

to tn~ th i'1" stud! :I furth r , contributed h vily 

to the succ 8 M c pal to ave women a. it.t· d to iver ttt • 



Now South \~al s naturall:r benofitted froti t e t?r.g1i; 

exsmplo. In 1881 tho S nate of the U iversity ot' eTdney, 
6 

l -r gely en the 1nstl~, tlon of f: lr ~ il11am tt.annin , dlsCUGscd 

8 

'1 
ond agreed to a motion ndc!tting anen to the F culty of rts. 

tever dissens10n there tVa , vc s confined to the ~en te, d 

its final d c1s1on was ~I ccep d generally with little controversy 

And 11 tUe newspaper or publl~ dlscu ai ,n. It the BULL..!'7rI 

GIlW, corroctJ..y at the tUne, thnt the mc sure ould only work 

for tho bene£lt of the rien girl, it didn' t stir up ny 

particular dissatisfaction by saying 80. There as v ~J I1ttl 

doo:and for Universl ty training for girla in New Sout.~ .ales 

in 1881 ; thirty yearn later it ao SClU"cely more popular. 

In 1081, hoever, the over example was 1m r 

S \'IllS the fact t h t South Australia hnd re dy ~ n net! 

In addition th im ortant int 88 not 10 t that a 

to Art id not automntlcally m that w en oul . nnt t 

study or Q protl ssion. In t~l ct, \Yarn-en could not be c lled 

to tho n.r in Ne South!. les tor a n bor of yc ro to eo. , 

and tto firot n -odic 1 stud nte 1 d a 1> U r atru 10 

6. His daughter G 

Suffr ':'0 L gu . 

7. 

office th la r on '. 

t 

• 



to that of th ir colleagues overse s to be Bccep at 

lecturo8 nd, upon gradunting, to receive tisfy"ine 

eppoin'b::ento. Tho ulk of the 1J en graduates in Off 

South ~ '010 entered tho teaching profeasio , so t !.I t the 

extension of uni vcr i ty training could be t irly s n to be 

a r, eans to attain hieber "'I llficatione for., in a field 

already traditional ly thoirs. 

l.·ev. rtholess, in the eo' 8 there \7QO ready a SO!lll bod7 

cf g:1.rls in lie S th ~ lee qualified for univ~rs1ty 

and, in fact, th 1"8 htid boon sine tbo Pe tor and Junior 

plblic oinatl s hod be n opened to the in 1871. The 

oxt6nsion of the Education Acta of' 18Ge ond 18 cont2"ibuted 

to the favoura ble educ ti nl cl . to in t~ s and 

85 

six year after Ule first en students ro itted rto , 

the project rea 1ved th of ieie! s 1 . rt of 8. la~Ues c ltteo 

working r r a 9 Colla . • COtlr i ttce en e 

t ~n of e Gov mort wife, Lad)" " nd included 

Miss Ro • Scott of t e • ~f 

os hu band tJ tt' ¢l Chancellor ct the U iv raity, ... d 

pre tat1v ot the Pairr x t 1ly. The 

• ALD sup rted th v nture d 1"0 rted de1u of favourable 
e 

lottoro whe i t5 found tion . S (\Ill oune d . 

s. ,;;y 'EY 1'0 nm H. LD, 14l u st, 1 e9. 
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Th ~chiev ant of univoreity oat co as pre siv 

as a milestono, not as' signpost. H nrolled in b 

only in the firs t docade after 1881; in 1895 t ere only 
9 

86 0 en duateo and in 1914 e 600 11'. Ev n proportion-

a tely they oould not 0 a to 1 11k th Un! ieb 
10 

in 1886 h d r.n estim ted t ot 35, 976 in torth.ry 

institutions. Nor d Od the r jority of the 

graduates made any c tr1 tio to tb 

~ e ~outh ., leo. 

Which included w 

1tb the exe ptlon of a very 

uch • Dr. Gullett d • t' 

bers 0 the 1 at! Ceil of , 

of wom to k p aloof, 

any particular ca.u • 

n' s Club p1i d tor to to 

sub-group 1. thin e orgQU,lIoC1Cat1one en the 

by' tho ' en' Coll g of 1 ts f11'st rinoi 
U 

outh 1e 

tin 

.orlty 

Booth, 

lie 

tr 

Me d an her dePlty. , did 11 ttl to turtb r 

gone interest by w , 

or aoc1 l¥ in d d 

pu,!)lic lire, but Xl 1. ther b 

9. 

10. 

11. 

ar El(l1.1co.t! • 

t 
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of un1VuTSity tre ing ror more t n a elect band of girls. 

In f oct, they could be more often found speakin8 in t v 

of pract1c~1 training for rle t much loeer 1e el . 

88 

The otlen's 10'1 ent in Ne Oou lale did no t., therefore) 

find ies 1 adere frol:! It i 

to dlacovcr where most 1 adore in t act, e act ted, u.t 

alIT.ost ce inly, as their 88ner 1 standard ot s 

i tin was exceptl ly high Ultd their social standing 

t'l.f'surod , it I s reas n bly s te to as tb "t the ori ty 

were educated either 1n AU8 11a or ::;ngland, in prl~ te rla ' 

chool s , or at home , the only ~o met ods ave,11eble r ot' 1880 

and t h establishment of the.3u %'101' 1 bUc Schools nd the 

first Girls ' High Schools. 

til .,talldard of titese T te schools, nd 

the qUAli!l tiona of the teachers, gIrls r 0 IV a reaso bi 

to exc llent educ~tlon in Lito ture nd t.n leh. I notructlon 

in the. ubjocta pro bl,y ona par td .. t tb t 1 • 

·c 001 J 1 truction in fir nch better. 

Girl r caive -,ho e r , one t int nor )me) l e (t' of se:i title 

ubjecta. ndin on the extent to which th ir 

inclpe.ls re intlu c d by oval'S S ata..'1dnrd of be v10ur 

d ir lier that th . 

Ne boutJt al 8, girls jOined to 'rP.~RI'1'Ir,er their J"espon l­

b11itlee as ladylike 
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t 801001 '8 beh .. viou.r at 011 timos. \' bat they ere tol 

very much ~h:tt they l"ter expuctec or ~e nt.\ 
12 

1:0. public life. 

Behaviour nG unnoubt& l y of mo:-e 1..:1 • t:?"lO 'thlll trlc -
13 

1sny of the oldc;st stnblishod irIs' schools 

in [ly ~ ey did not present their firot candidate to the 

IJr.iv(.rnity for e nULbcr of y f-.D.ra and at other, t.h pro· rti o 

sitting was very 1011. In 1892 , only 719 girl sat or ' th 

the ~cnlor 1 Junior pu~lic e in tion~. 

At th first girlo ' hi schools , the record 0 not 

~~ch bettor and the concoption of ouch ochoclG~s g ly 

not popul • Unti~ the period of educutlcn~l rcforo 1eb 

15. Prejudices n1 t hl '''hcr e uc t lon r: de 
otten b I ad ttr.lsely on ':Ii at was cansid rod to sci ntltlc 
r ct. 00 del to to the International Concrros9 or en 
in tho United t! tea in 1888 told of a bolief she 
b: quently encountered ClJong .. en. ., It 10 010111 tactn 

they had d, ft thut t 8 bruin 1 inforior to t S 
nnd th t tho . r ~s of inforiori ty aro 11 tu 1 and po tinl 
and <Jasily rocoanlsable in tho br in it-soU d tl'lt 
thor ·all a d nger toOtl.'lD heroclf en to the ace nd 
hor chU' • 1£ stO e110w d to a.ttempt th ing:J 
for which the structu c.t hor br. in 0.9 h r t 
in paoitated. ft 

The SYDNEf •• nNINC HL&LD, 2 July, 16C9 expl'essed a similar 
vi . by ot.ing 't in th Quarterly Review which stated 
th t " • •• the h 1 th of women cannot stand much evening 
reeding. ture imperative in these matters ••• the sphere 
ot ! is home ". The idea was given less credence in 
time, but it left in women themselves a niggling uncertainty 
they found difficult to shake off. 
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began with Prof SGor : encie And t"SOn t B a ttnck tb 

in une 1901, the g1~1 ' 

hi~ nc..l}co10 1'90&1 ved 11 ttle ,Pf\rent!l.1 sup rt and . t."l .. ir 

roo pupila, r& lookod on, in 9 .0 en ae, ~s priv te 

schools. They cUd not, therofore, c . te~ tor l!.~ '1 rkorUy 

dirferent clans of eirl thtm t 0 en ting schools d c in1y 

did not onln.rge tb educationAl opporturdtioG of :.y 

'!be only other edu tional f1 Id thl'. t " ng 

to enter in any 11 bers before 1900 ";39 in th field of c ~nic 

oduc tion. on in 1885 the netlv1tie:J of t!: <.'ydn 1'.fo(:he~lco t 

Doho,,1 of Arts wore tnk over, i'irst by Do rd or T teal 

~'uc t10n and tb :Q. the 'Csoo ent of Public Instruct1 , th 

number of ole see ,.e 1 rged and tho enro ant ct stud t 
15 

in -,sed conn1dernbll. Syr oy -:h ien! ~ol1 listed 
16 

2, 384 tudants in 1865, y h ve 1nclud d -"-. 

al . 

15. 

14 
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In 1888 there 11' fi ve nurs s enroll d end 76 chers, 8 

\Jell &0 Ii n ber of others tuqin cl tiflc s cutting, 

typewrl ting and ladleD ' phono phy ( stenography ). 

r.y 1902, 1,155 wore taking technical colle courso o~ varyin 

do~crlptionfJ. 

The early w onto movent undou' :te, 1y 0 rated wi out 

the support of a larg llterate oral following or of 

with the lustre ot Qc~d c chi v ant. As f r a th 

of sufi" ge -ii4 concerned, however, thl ay 

hc.ve had its advantages. ., 11e a higher standard t)f eduoa.t 

may hove led to thE gon l"C\1 t4ot1ve ~rtlc1pation ot orking 

clabs en in the ovement rmd y pe ;=IS va d the 

inter sto of m..uy omen f s ornisllttono, it also vo 

the ov t o.p . r ore daneerou 1n the eyeD ot the ore 

con rv t1.va New South 'Rles pollt1cinns. In the sway, 

any Dtron orenn1 tl of 

highly uca ted -vo given rise to tho r r t tho 

mov t as coopr1a-d of 1 dies little too 11 

odUc ted. '1 e QIlen' 8 DUf'frt. • tlOV ent in l'e Sout.}l alcIJ,steore 

fortun te, though unplann ~ !dd1. cour ., never tinS 

of> it aU as 

ot blu stocldngs. 

fa twcie.1 force, or s an orpni ti 

recto the 

move!!~t too deeply ~nd did !""uch to tum ;1 t up ~ h11.."1 ey 

t r tho f ge. n obtained. 
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agEllAL ACTIVITIES 

This poriod Wt .. ~, novortl elesB, one of one 

l mprovoo:.ent. tom!l joined the Council of th ts ~ ciety, 

fOr:::lod l1terery groups 4.."1d joined dobatin oocioUe. on 

th se literary grou.pa , the most nctive.... the j on's Literary 

.:oaiety of the e rly 1690' s. Total m bereh1p of the oeletT 

wa.s at leaot 120 ong lih were M:rs . Goodlet, th~ .11'0 of 

the editor ot the D/.ILY TELEGRAPH, Mrs. Garren of tb oarding-

Cut ~)oelety who waG also wife of one of the edt tors of the 

SYD~1EY ~"ORNIN, Hr:.~LD , Lady riindeyer,!'''O G;;ott and 

Montefiore Who were tc. join in the tOllilat1cn or th tar 

WOlllen ' s ~U£fn\ge Longue; d Lady J era '1, th Governor' rifc 

who became patroness of tho ~oeiety. TIll grcup h· d tne istincti 
17 

of being the f irt la.d1es ' oociety to sit t night in ('!ydDey. 

It d:toO\l8,:d.ons covered the works ot . o. t liter IT tigur .8 

or' t.~e r ceding century. Carlyle and G9 rge tot C)re 

t ~ angtb, ouch 'ltleotions S ttl at Teache:J U Mest, 

out, M.d the vle ot 'ary 

'ilollAt<lnocre.tt fmd the erf cts O:L soehli v>el"e debated. 

17.~anu6cr1pt. Qlten's Lite 
Uncatalo ad MS 38. 

Society, ~cott P ra, 
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As a sult, oat en in th gro p h1e 

knowle j of 11 terature, pro s (:8 ond oe1al 

refom projocts. i',l-JOve nll y 'ore ~'1. ven the o }, ortuni ty 

to dl cua. d to arbtU , to loom the rules of de te, , 

in gencru to delT lop th orticulatene c .ief 

characteri~t1c of tin 

Louisa Law on, for e 

first 107 • n III her of t 0 3ch 01 of Arts bat Society in 

1893 t nd in the a year, another m r , rO e P.aotie, • 0 

elected n dalog te to the Union of all debat ociaties. 

n~on f i rst ~ed it t~e iCc of a club in 1880' s , 

though en could not e eh an 1nsti tution s 

a pel"riLlment wing be . ill DY ' t10mUNG 

enthuain tic atout the ld • 

18 
'lbis W t3 o t certoinly ot 

bad in d incld ofllcinl 

fIT Club for YI n. 

4 .ay, 1889 



tIll ,tM01 ' S CLUB. 

By 1900 th 'loti va 11fe of tho • 

Sydnoy' l3 various IllOVOI.'1ents \,ao respon 11:1e f or the pl.8mn:1.n8 

by a fairly roprosentntiv middl clnas 
19 

p or tb S7 'ney 

: cman' e Club. The oldest and tho !atOp t still 0 rat 

in l!et,r bouth '''ale , the l on' 8 Club VI s a doli to at pt 
20 

to provide a. tGmine to... of club life . nl e lin II, 

auc1 bound by the ssoe typo of rule as a I:l8D r 8 club. The 

WCXlen were consciously 1m! t1 ve and t1 air de n tion to 

stiok to rules 1s S ovident her as in 

wb ro they au })eotad they e ~'e being .. tel or slip . Til 

olub ined pro "Ql~en and, thou 

it otlvitics 1'.re primarUy social, it eon ~nt1y en! that 

this ' s tho %'(: Q tor 1 ts ex.1stence. 

The Club .t.rees th intereh of 11 s, 'ut it al 0 

continually de led it If y offic nd, in r ct, 

at A t1me h surf w s such a pint issue nd 0 

legislation affocting we ·en - sunder diccu ion, its d t ont 

as It s d libel' te chota , ho ver. 

19. 

20. I t also included po 
selection or 1 ctures 
a ut the Clubfoot! tics h·e 
l mute ok Wh1c ~ re in th po 
Clu, iza th .. " ,, 'y eye 

d ~ 
ted. 
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In 1906 1 t would not rt:toe "'cott t s otion ttl t the 

Inebriates l\ct, WhIch ,as sup ortod by th N ti 1 Council 

of \l en be t into etr ct, in 1910 It ~OU:lti ot port 

n petition to ra1 the Ag of Consent, ferr1n to a....,,\'I'"A 

21 
its s;ympe.th7 thro~gh the N ti 1 CouncU of \. ... • 

In a pariod of t nv bl 800181 leg!. t10n the Cluh 

did tulfUl a 1t.: .. 'If' f'llnction. It all t other 

p1~ce to met, lk a prati c de te, 1 to ., 'bers, ei .or 

on their 0 ooount, or through their reJ.ntlv :5, moved in 

I:!.Qot prco1n t ocial ond political circles f the d. y. 1. 
firot P aident, Lady Be ont, C.IS the fe of th A in of 

t.."le Dritle. FIe t in Sydn , !-'rs. olin ~ Lyne, oth 

wiveD of 

the h \.4lll:JU' .. Suffra on of it 

In add! t10n ~e Club pro y brou t to 

en in N ~ou.th' cu. 

21. lGt.ter 

22. 0 . ~cott usuallY h her way in 
ahe bel nd it • s usua~ no 
Her I'res1d8llt1al , ddre 8 1n 1901 
of a vo tor en's rl oall 

se Scott of 

porter. 

er the lar t t.'1erinl 
23 

t' G. 

melIllL"4.l'S tora • 
IlJmthropy 
tual 

ieh 
ftn~lfOrlta 010 t o. 
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• avcrtholess, i ts inf1w'ilc W" fa t 1r.1y thr be 

It never 9 

politic 11y nctive or ffici'lly s.~P the tic to OllV • 

It h d fa ccbitions !lnd survived bette t en cot po t- uffr e 
24 

or~n:satione because it w n h red by fei; 1m ct1 lids. 

VI s on TIm ROLE 0 

The 80' G wer also an 0 in which ."""'".,,..,. • ~ed ill blie 

and ere talked I1.t. Tl:cy I'J" de t:lelr d but ith t dition 1 topic. 

Mrs. F' ViC tt's s toreyt 8" How to Eake , ." y n lend Cloth aft; 

t· ra . Costello' s nHOl'le I':ur~ingn; i'r • H stie t 8 

,;ithin a. fe'v ye: 1'0 the C(Jl t leetur r no cc un r ce , aithor 

wor 1n~ for 6 ~ticu1 r mov .cnt OT ining hoI' 0 ,t th 01'1 s 

en v rious suhj cta, ot . in Sydney. t"'e country. I 1s 

doubtftll. if the record up to 1914 h 8 c . I 

ncldl tlon a.... advice fran tho:? : 0 rec gols d tl t 

their horizons e , t '() otlll lsned to tr os 

t "'l us f oli traditions. Typic 0 'oro th.o 

rae J fferi. of' 

ciety. s n 

hi ~r due ti for on, t hi vie s 

ere mer ly 1.1 exten ion of }10 eu n t idc 1 of nobl. 

" '000 el , en xt ely • 

2 • 
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This is, in r ct, 1m 1"~ nt point, bee us of the 

·'.s.,grti<;f} tl t ",omen for (;1 p.:.:;oicd boror , an for 10D t 

after the grl. nting or the suff r a e e...aph sis d t oir moral 

mlperiori ty awl h ·!sec it on lief in exual 

lJuperiori t y . Thoro i 3 a "es tel of eviCenc to 

th t ruony cl1cl i ndeed believe in setne rom of ouperiori ty, 

l"ut 1 t i .·, 8 viow thl t aJ. auld be qualified. 

The majority of leuders of the wOtlon 's move .ent in No 

South Pales ' ere u·:.t fanatica of H1Y tlescri .Jt1cn . Ron qcott 

rites in her private ~pi)rB of her ~ffection fer men in ar 1 

'ind in 1894 Lady lindeyer expressing an UDusual sup JOrt for 

lady t1embcrs of Parl ent, ot"'ted the.t .. 

SUPtlOrt n by bitter saroastic talk abcuten 
~5 

real it.y , the truo frionds of 

'ould not in 

o arc in 

Mere fort~rl t as Vida Goldstein of Victor1 , bi t 1 hor 

a.ctions end views boc 0 or extr..:' t..'1e len or t e chise 

'1&0 withheld in that U the wholo, ost vi. expros d 

fell into tw c to rios, the fir t of .ere exas tiOD, 

, (} wrote in " 

25. 
26. 

••• 

r, 1694 

~~~~~~~~~~,t.....;~~.!.!.1i~'. 24 Octo' r, 

te 
d 

n 



9 

~t tho other oxtr 
t omen s v iews r pre nted t ok 

un ~oclety and were ~otlvnted by dis ate for t e lon 

Qccopted doublo standard (.a n~ t e syu of or n1 ad vice under 

.Jch women felt they, 0 " om of their unfortunate , if unkn 

sistors, ~ero boing both vict' T i ead end oxploited . 13 t] 

conviction and conventicn contributed to their belief in th i1" 

higher moral standards ut they never cla~od intell ct~l or 

physical ~up~r1ority. 

The reforences wam ~ado to their 8UI~rlorlty er in 

part tteir natural react! n as they beceme inc 

or ,nnd 1m ti r.t wi , eir civil dis Uiti •• 

s1eal1y 'they '1"0 an expression ot d ire prove hat 

ctb men and women bad been brou t up to 11 va 8 tur:l 

tru the f ct that n- or 1" t 81" the i rlo 1 

" e in am " finer n better than • 
n did not 01"1 to t ir viows . 

the n ot1c or 1e blicit ; the con tantly reite ted flattery 

chi c 

in isted t \. t on 0 0 nabler , reI" ~nd inr in! tely more 

Hn .• itive than . • riority, it w c; 

state w1 th d ft turn of arto ....... ~t. d not ad le 

in 1i tic. or datU. t air ~I.I!i."" by exhi lting to r.."'Uch s It-

conf'id nee. Ins ad t.., _ cul d vote th 

tru dUty c the amobl o th 1r UY' s livo • 

It 8 ho dy otlen and d orv d d uate17 tor a n bor 

of ., are as a au atl tute I'or civil rights. It 190 P OV d to 



a notion usef'Ul for l 'OV l"sing en &:0 ant nd such it 

dld not ceQn thnt ~on h~d sud~enly developed r dically 

now cor.c. ~ltion of th, solves. rktber it no s 

r goed reason y they hould enter bIle lire to better 

'1rojeet thio'truth' and to apply their infiu.nee here they 

tel1evod it W88 moo t needed. 

Both ttOD. and w· en found th 01 ves tho!'efore uinol,. 

eomoi ttod to t 1s vi •• ' t:nd beth uld ha.ve been loth to 
27 

ohntter the illusion. lomen had the harder sk 1n vi 

of their new ambi tionanu in f ct, if tbey '. t'e not to 

the sym t y of men , could not from to th t • 

illusion too drnsticnlly. 

gan in c mest, they 

. ,ben gi to· ticn for 

with th OUt- rh n k of 

99 

pre ervin thin 1 loh they believed, of livin up to 

tl--o inc 1 of 1 dyliko boh viour, ~n1 0 teri . 

in a gut· 17 .ich no no 1y 09 '00 s1 1 , ould t"'9CO 0 0 . 

THE INPLU' . C 0 ,ATURE. 

traditl 

27. 

t en s literature of the ri~ tend d to onforce the 

view of th rolo of • 

to r ... d out Wp 

rl u arti eles by or 'out "n-"t'W'I 

or in the col t 8 no 

. \l ified "'gain and in. 
ddle 

ieturo 
11. t the 

Th e 

or to 
woo. 
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pro11feraticn of biased r . nist literature fer en in Nc 

l'uth ' ale ~ nd only one or twv op c181 ffQzin 0 dosl od for 

their !lore s rlouo interests . The two Of; t impo tnt of thee 

WON !:rs . Lawson's DA~iN und :'r • "olstcnholme ' s ' s VOIe 

DAYtlT \1u,e the tl{lre !lotl vely fe.:liui st of t e two ; ! Ji1 ' S VOIe 

publii>l1ed a core BlUed seleotion of loc~l oocl~l newa and 

infoI'l':t tien abo ut available positions. Both included tiel. 

on Duff' a, revieViS (r literary \Yorks, and fe tur d short 

stories. 'i('ME1~' ~~ VuICE was ecme~l t or.) inclined to print 

reci,Jee and theatrical news • 

• 'ost "ydney p':Ipers from t 01 oial 

• 

o n's !~ge or e w n's c 1~. By l vl4 theo ore 0 rcely 

any aifferent 1n flavour fr t~os ap r1n tw ty ye ra 0 rll r . 

\ICI: on a lpa\ tly st ... 11 as ad " iDly oalve , storica 

of a strong moral flavour in Yt'hich thoir G~oi 1 1y unl1tie 

lnvnr1sbly 6hone, newo of 'ocl 1 evonts aod cockin d R ;wing 

hints. 'von L ry Gilmore' s long run in' e 1. 

whiO!1 la.r 1y 11 tcr or pbllooo~~ca1 in ton , h d to yield 

' nd supply f ohi 0 an~ cook· ry :3 ao U . 

Pemaps the ~~ per ta ic :1 00 ded for 

of t in tryin to ch'ne. 

0.1 to t.-er G i da ol dstein I s Tn., 

re sed t( . ke 1 t ything 

. pre"ented ... ,--~-

~ on ' s ts 

~ VOTER. ~ renol u 17 

r nd to. jority of 

e ctive f 1n1$t . 
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It prooobly provided 3 tullor cover-a of th sutfra can gns 

' D Australia tlnd overse s thDD any other "ustr· l1an news r, 

@ld until ita d i "o ut the ond of the 'irst orid 'or, r ined 

tl,c I"' ost l1gtter:mtly fO' ''1ni.: t public ltioD isaued in th 
29 

Co mOIl ' e.l the 

'~(jffCWSION 

tiotwithotanding the t xtont of th ir tiei tion in \ lie 

life in :' e' South ~ n.1e~, women t s go of' th.:. Qe of t elr 

true functions v ry effec~lvely put l~ts on their bit1 s. 

In 1001 Lady Be~llD t, President of t .le ¥.wene 11'0 

• • • it us L...o C! t 1r.ipor nt th t nt thia r10d of the 
country' :3 history tJl< t its i.a:nen 3' oul·J stMd ele r1y 
for the hleh at stand rds in everyt.lrl.ng. The 
responsibil1ty o. keeping up sud stc.:_d~ rrl lies 
nlw"'ys var largely it the.' on 0 y 1! d.. oe 
the land so w en r less hi ·ind d th tho 
men... ~9 

28. c1 

9 M nusor i pt t 1nuto of t. om t Clu . These Minute Books 
are in possession of the Club , Elizabeth street, Sydney. 



'i'hr (3 years lctar in Ceto r, 1904 

inflUl -- co \/ll3 gai n defined by Lady 'wson, Presi dent of tb 

~!3tiCtiAl Council of <Iomen,~o reminded nJ ber . that: 

••• t hsy ahoul 1 never forcet t~~t omen' s first 
duties ,',ere h r horne utle· . lir c fer G ;here of 
(;cticm \Y s there and her firs t c r srould be to 
a cu tho ell-bam' of h {:'T U ·' d children, 

102 

(.·f 

hor aerv: nt end tr.o~e over ~ s e h" d innuence . 30 

He:1 South !"ules !:lOll could agree wholeho r dly wit h these 

prominent ladies , nn~ . .L th m.1ch uttaranoes issuing fro. ° t 0 or 

the strongnolds of feminine influence in the state, it i not 

surpri inS t hat neither oeoms to h: va bean l ocked on as til 

t reeding ground of feminin Wlit)i tlon. And he 

proved tllem Ives conaarvat1v • In 1891 , 
,O ro. Julian It hton" a jO\ll'!lf.lli t, _ ' 0 

Christian Ten:, arlee Uuion, rae endin t e over aul 0 tl, 

murri. e laws d tho 1 000 ing ot the bends of r r s it clf. 

Her nu gontions ere r adical, but not only a nha attack &. by 

811 secti e of the pross, but by a at 

or . n1 tions CXlon , 0 to got into int 

to prove t hat h"r vis in no uy reflec 001 t"c nerM beliefs 

in . s to. 

50. 
in 

51. o;;oYD lEY '1 DIG H:'R. L • l~) nd 14 Noverubc:r/t 1891. 
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~.fr6. ehton ·, :,w fol t to h'lve trans a-eSf.(3· bidly and in t.". 
words of I~sdy Jersey, the wife (.\ the Governor -

her sent1mentG ~coul not] be en!.' cteri:lad 0 
ethcl'ld.se t.han ntrooiouG. 5~ 

Con ervntive views were shared by th oojority, if not 

found 

themselve! p18y1ng" difficult multiple role , keeping to he 

rules, yet deliberc.telv attempting to prove, v.ithin limited 

1"!'Inge, their abilitios and tl 'eir fElr,inin1ty at the same time. 

I n the long run, D(lDG ViomGn \ era inc1in to harp hyoter1cnlly 
, 

on wQ!1en auperiorlty, but no con pdl"ttry dleagI"Ood siCD.lly 

with their stntiLenta. The Dont last effect of rue' 

oentimento we.s to contribute to the inhibi t i on ot troor orking 

partnership between men an ~ amen, to keep l:at out ot effective 

poll t ics d"· trlct t heir workin~ emb1 tlono. 

2. Lady Jersey t o Lcdy . ind~yor. 17 .~ov .~er, 1891 • 
• Iindayer Papers, Uncntalo d '18 159 ,Item 7. 




