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E VOVIMENT UNDER W

EVELOPMENTS

The 1880's marked the first decade of the international
orgenisation of women. It wee a movement encouraged by the
advances in legislation and the general feeling that improvements
though considerable, were nct congidersz le enoughe Vomen
at this time were interested primarily in twe things: legislation
which concerned them personally and legislation which directly
or indirectly conccrned the wellbeing of their families.

They were very little concerned with other social legislation
which did not affect them in this way and wven when they becane
active in political and semi-political work thirty years later,
their smbitions were mostly confined to the ssme goals. Very

few werse personally ambitious and politieal aspiratioms by

women were abgent almost to the point of non-existence. By 1880
or a little after, however, they had begun to believe that

only possession of the franchise would affect the stepping- up
of those classes of legislation in which they were particularly
interested « The franchise became then the key to open ell doors.

The degree to which this belief begcame rcoted in a country
depended on the extent of the introduction of women's rights in
that country and the availability of women to spread this belief,
These conditions were accentuated by the fact that faster
transportation and speedier communications made the sheer mechanics
of organisation easier and more successful,



Alongside the ability to move around more easily was
the acceptance of the fact that women might now travel

unchaperoned and the fact that modifications in 19th century
1l

dresg enabled them to move more easily anyway.
Austrslia learnt most of her lessons in organisation from
the United States, though she practised them on 2 far more
linited se-lee In 1882 Mrs, Cady Stenton had considered
the idea of organising an Internctionsl Council of Vomen to
celebrate the fortieth amniversary of the meeting at Cemeca
Falls. A year later in England, Miss E. "hittle, M.D.,
organised a gathering of friends of women's suffrage tc meet
Mrg, Stanton and Miss Susan Anthonye The meeting resolved that
ese recognising that union is strength an® that
the time has come when women all over the world
should unite in the just demand for their politieal
enfranchisement.., they should sppeint a camittee
preparatory to forming an International Vomen's
Suffrage Assoclatione.. 2
The first meeting was held in /‘merica the following year
with delegates from Europe, Canada and the United States.
Australia was not represented, but the meeting was reported in
Sydney.
Taking advantege of the fact that this was the first
occasion when they had had time or opportunity to talk ebout
themselves in this way to such a large audience, delegates at
1l RPufus HeDarby , Jeport of the International Council of Vomepn
Vashington, 1881, p.9. Reference is made to this. There have
been studies made also of relationships between soelal moverents
and changees in dress.

2, Ibid, Pe 280



the Council expatisted st length on the place of women in
the worlde Nevertheless they kept within the traditional
limite of acknowledzed fields of interest for women and

forrulated a theory of international morality which was
3

sdepted by womcn.e groups everywhere.
The Council declared that international co-operation
between women would, awonc other things, lead to

ees Closer bonds of friendship between women of different
nations eee to strengthen the idea of internaticnal
arbitration in the settlement of all differences that
thus the whole military system, mov drawing the very
lifeblood and wealth of the people in the old world,

ney be completely outlawed and war, with its crisas and
miseries, ended forever. 4.

In New South ¥ales the 1880's was 2l1so a pcoriod of steady
if not spectacular, extension of earlier legiglatione, I second
amendment of the Married “‘imonla Prope rty lct vas introduced
in 1886 and moves led by Sir Alfred “tephen for extension of
the divorce lavws were made between 188€ and 1892, Sir Alfred's
earlier bills for a number of reasons were never passed, but in

1892, after Victoria and South Australia had both passed more
5

advenced legislation, a New “outh Uales Act became law,

3« in extremely popular idee) with women in New South Vales up
to and including the First Vorld Yar period.

4. Connections with the ideals of the League of Nations are
obvious, Over the years the principles were formulated much
more precisely, and President "ilson's 14 points owed much to them,

S5¢ The law was given Royal Agsent on condition that uniform laws
be passed by other colonies. The New South Weles lct provided
for divorge after three years' desertion, hebitual drunkenness,

or cruelty, or neglect of domestic duties, or three years'
imprisomment or habitusl gonvictionse
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It was 1895 before msjor changes were made in the
Married Yomen's Property fcte The 1879 Act, in spite of
its establishment of provision for separate property, had
gtill not declared & married woman's right to be equitable,
She had no right to contract in respect of property she did
not possess before, snd though the law protected her separate
property during her husband's lifetime, she could mot dispose
of it as feme sole at common law,

Alterations to the existing law were made partly on
English examples The provisions of the first Imperial Married
Women's Property Act had been extended earlier in mgland and
the 1893 legislation in New South "sles was an =ttempt to rectify
the anomalies of the State law as well as some of the still
existing Inglish ones. Under this new Act a married woman
was declared capable of acquiring, holding and disposing by will
or otherwise of any realty or personality which was her separate
property in the same manner as if she were a feme sole, without
the intervention of a trustee. She could now enter into contracts
and give receipts in her own name. In certein circumstances she
could be sued.

The bulk of New South ¥Yales women were still umeconcerned
in 1693 with this legislation, though o growing and highly articulate
minority were beginning to comment on it. Interests werc in
fact, stirring, though the most considerable advencement to women's
prestige had come scmewhat warlier, This was something they
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hed not, on the whole, scught and for a nunber of years
they failed adequately to use ite
1IGHER TIU! R

Higher education for women wes not a central issue in
the "omen's Mcverent in MNew Scut: Vales or in rmost coumtries.
Un the whole it was of merginal interest ocmlye Its relative
unimportance in New South Vales 1= traceable mainly to the
fact that the battle, such as it was, was waged and won very
earlye. The wave of educationsl reforr that bLrought in
univergal stete-sponszored educ-tion in most western countries
benefitted both boys and girls, and the principle of universal
primary-level educstion was well-established by 1880,
A gimilar responsibility for secondary schocl training, however,
wes not accepted se a matter of course and this meant that
post-primary education for some yesrs longer, rested solely in
private handss It was considered basically a lwwry, to be
sought only if it could be afforded.

Even go, by the mid 19th century and scmewhat earlier
in imerica, it was a luxury which veas afforded to a great meny
more girlse

De ending on the schocl to which they were sent, many
received an excellent education in an atmosphere progressively
less antegonistic to training girls. This general atmosphere
and the fact that there was a considerable mmber of educated
women ready to teke their ;tudiu further, contributed heavily
to the successful campelgn to have womwen admitted to universities.



lew South Vales naturally hbenefitied from the English
exanples In 1881 the “enate of the U iversity of Sydney,
largely on the instig:tion of Sir William l‘{anni.ng, discusaod7
and agreed to = motion sdmitting women to the Faculty of Arts.
Thatever dissension there was, vas confined to the “‘enate, and
its finsl decision was sccepted generally with little controversy
and little newspaper or public discussione If the BULLETIN
saw, correctly at the time, that the measure would only work
for the bemefit of the rich girl, it didn't stir up any
particular dissatisfection by saying soe There was very little
demand for University training for girls in New South Tales
in 1881; thirty years later it was scarcely more popular,

In 1881, however, the oversea example was important

as was the fact that South Australia had slresdy taken actiom .
In addition the important point wes not lost that admittance
to Arts did not automatically mean that women would want to
study for a profcssions In fuet, women could not be ealled
to the Bar in New South Yales for a number of years to core,
and the first women medical students hed s similar struggle

6e His daughter was an office bearer in the lster Yomen's
Suffrage League.

7s Ve'e Hale and Aelle Treweeks, HW
Zithip the Univeralt: of Sydney , Sydney, 1953 con the

facts relating to the admigsion of women to the University.
Sir William Menning hed referred to the possibility in =
speech three years earlier,
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to that of their colleagues overseas to be accepted at
lectures sand, upon graduating, to receive satisfying
appointments. The bulk of the women gradustes in New
South ''ales entere? the teaching profession, so that the
extension of university training could be fairly seen to be
e reans to attaln higher qualifications for women in a field
already traditionally theirs.

lev-rtheless, in the 80's there was already a small body
of girls in New South Vples qualified for university entrance
and, in fact, there had been since the “emnior and Jumnior
public examinations had been opened to them in 1871, The
extension of the Educstion Actp of 1866 and 1880 comtributed
to the favoursble educ=tiocmal climete in New South Vales and
gix years after the first women students were admitted to /rts,
the project received the officisl s:pport of a ladies committee
working for a Vomen ® College. The com ittee enjoyed the
pat-onage of the Governor's wife, Lady Carrington, and included
Migs Rose Scott of the Women s Suffrage Lesgue, Lady Windeyer
whose husbend was to be® me Chancellor of the University, and
repregsentatives of the Fairfax family, The SYDNEY MORNING
HERALD supported the venture and reported a deluge of favourable

8
letters when its foundation was announceds

8+ SYDNEY MORNING HIRALD, 14 ‘ugust, 1889,



The achievement of university emtrance was impressive
es & milestone, not as a signpost. liomen enrclled in handfulls
only in the first decade after 1881; in 1895 there were only
86 women gradustes end in 1914 some 500 onlyg. Even proportion-
ately they could mot show a total like the United States which
in 18688 had ~n estimeted emrolment of 355,976 10 in tertiary
institutionse Nor did the majority of these New South Vales
graduates made any contribution to the fomen's Movement in
New South Wales. #ith the exception of a very small mirority
which included women such as Dre Gullett and Dr, Mary Booth,
wvho were members of the National Council of Vcmemn, the tulk
of women graduates were inclined to keep aloef, divorced from
any particular cause. At one stage those #ho jJoined the
Sydrney "omen's Club applied for permission to form their own
gub-group within the organisation. Even the valuable acquisitionm
by the Women's College of its first principal, Miss Louisa
MeDonald - and her deputy, Miss Dickson, did little to further
genersl interest by women in higher education. Both women
were soclally in demand and became praminent figures im Sydney
pudblic life, but neither became & particulerly dedicated exponent
8s This figure is based on gradustes listed in the
Angus and Hobertson Ltd, 19168, Over
400 the gradustes were in the Faculty of Arts, the remainder
almost euqally divided between Medicine snd Science. There was
one graduate in Law and one in fngineering. / number had

token cut Mester's NDegrees.
10, Rufus He Darby. ope eite pe 5%

11, Teaghers'! Federation Journ 6 ,Degen be 907 Miss McDonald
may hove had her ressons., She wrote that she found a flaw in the
intelligent girl in fustrolia, She had "a certein lack of
natural initistive, an absence of love of learning for its owm
o;k::: This wae not surprising; there was little encouragement
o
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of university training for more then a select band of girlse
In fact, they could be more often found speaking in favour
of practicsl training for girls et » much lower level,

The Vomen's Movement in New South Vales did no!, therefore,
find icts leaders fror the university educateds It is impossible
te discover where most leaders im fact, were educated, 'ut
alrost certainly, as their general standard of speaking and
writing was exceptionally high and their social standing
assured, it is reascnably safe to sssume that the majority
were educated either in ‘usteslis or Fnglsnd, in private girls!
schools, or at home, the only two methois availzble before 1880
and the esteblishment of the 3Superior Publlc Schcols snd the
first Girls ' High Schools.

Depending on the standard of these private schocls, and
the qualifications of the teachars, girls received a reasonable
to excellent education in Literature and Fnglish. Instruction
in these subjects was probably on a par with that in boys?
schools; instruction in French and German was probably better.
Girls received however, somewhat inferior knowledge of scientific
subjects « Also depending on the extent to which their
Principels were influenced by overgess standards of behaviour
and their belief that these standards should be reproduced in
New South Wales, girls were enjoined to remember their responsi-
bilities as women and the necessity of decorous and ladylike



behaviour st all times. V"hat they were told at schocl was -

very much what they l:ter expucted of the new woman in public life,

Behaviour wns undoubte ly of more importance than matricu-

13
lations Vany of the oldest established girls' schools

in Sydney Aid not present their first candidates to the
University for 2 nucber of years and at cthers, the proportion
sitting wae very low, In 1802, only 719 girls sat for both
the “enior and Junior public examinations.

At the first girls' high schools, the record was not
much better snd the conception of such schocls wes gemerally
not populares Until the periocd of edueaticnal reform which

12¢ The curriculum teught and the standard of soclal behaviour
stressed,zre discussed by Miss J,Milbin in her theeis,
Girls® Secopdary Fducation in lloy South Iglog, 1860-1930
Nepartment of “ducaticn, University o Sydney.

134 Prejudices acninst higher education were deep rcoted and
often bnsed falsely om what was cunsidered to be a scientific
facts One delegate to the Internstionsl Congress of Vomen
in the United States in 1888 told of a belief she had
frequently encountered among mene " It 15 n physical fact"
they had stated, " that woman's brain is inferior to man's
and that the marks of inferiority are natursl and potential
and easily recognisable in the brein mass itself and that
there wags a danger %0 woman herself end to the race and
her chiliren, if she be allowed to attempt these things
for which the structure of her brain shows her tc be
incapacitated,”

The SIDNEY MORNIRC HERALD, 2 July, 1869 expressed a similar
view by quoting e report im the Ouarterly Review which stated
that " ,.e the health of women cannot stand much evening
readings Nature impérative in these matters...the sphere

of women is home ". The idea was given less credence in

time, but it left in women themselves a niggling uncerteinty
they found difficult to shake off.




begsn with Professor Franecis Anderson's attack on the
New South Weles Fduesticnal Cystem in June 1901, the girls'
high schools received little pasrentsl support and with thelr
foe paying pupils, were looked on, in some cases, as private
schools. They did not, therefore, cater for any markedly
different cless of girl than the existing schools and certainly
A14 not enlarge the educational opportunities of any greszt u-bu:‘
The only other educationel field that women were beginning
to enter in any pumbers before 1900 was in the field of technical
educ- tione When in 1883 the activities of the Sydney Mechanice'
School of Arts were takem over, first by a Board of Techuical
Edueation and then by the Department of Public Instruction, the
number of clagses wag enlsrged and the enrclment cf studeats
incrensed conai.derably.ls Sydney Technical CTollege listed

16
2,564 students in 1885, some of whom msy heve included womens

h ro were thon 281 u.rh at hidxochooh inlo\-mth Walese

15, Pew private schools stressed the need for wocational training.
One thet 4id was Mrs, Volstenholme®s ™faybonke", This was not
altogether surprising as her brother, liorman Selfe, was
closely connoeted with the introduction of vocational
classes in mechanicsl drawing at the Sydney Mechanica'

School of Apte in 1865,

16, Report of the Mipister of Fublic Instruction, 1885, p.6l.
The report lists 327 clerks and 69 miscellesneous students.
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In 1888 there were five nurses enrclled and 76 teachers, as
well ag a number of others studying scientific dress cutting,
typewriting and ladles ' phonography ( stenography ).

By 1902, 1,153 were taking technical ccllege courses of varying
descriptions.

The early women's movement undoubtedly operated without
the support of a large literate gemeral following or of members
with the lustre of academic achievement. Ag far as the
ir:ediate aim of suf rage was concerned, however, this way
have had its advantages. While a higher standard of educat omn
may have led to the genersl sctive participstion of werking
class women in the movement and may perhaps have broadened the
intereste of many women's organisations, it may also heve made
the movement appear more dangerous in the eyes of the more
conservative lew South Wales politicianss In the seme way,
any strong organisation whose members included numbers of
highly educated women rmay have given rise to the fear that the
movoment was comprised of ladles a little tco ambitious and well
educateds The women's suffrage movement in New South Vales,stecred
a fortunate though unplenned middle eourse, never creating an
image of itself as a dingerous coclial forece, or as an organisation
of blue stockings. Unfortunately this couservatiyn affected the
movemen:t too deeply end did much to turn it up = blind =lley
efter the suffrage was cbteined,



o2

&8

This period wzs, nevertheless, one of gemeral self-
loprovezente "omen joined the Council of the Arts Soclety,
formed litersry groups and joined debating societies. Among
th se literary groups, the most active was the Vomen's Literary
Coolety of the early 1890%'s. Total membership of the society
was a2t least 120, among whom were Mrs. Goodlet, the wife of
the aditor of the DAILY TELEGRAPH, Mrs. Garran of the Boarding-
Cut Scciety who was alsc wife of ome of the editors of the
SYDHEY MORNING FERALD, Lady fimdeyer, fose Scott end Dora
Montefiore whe were t¢ join in the formation of the later
Women's Suffrage Lesgue; snd Lady Jersey, the Governor's wife
who became patroness of the Soclety. This group had the distinetion
of being the Tirst ladies' soclety to sit at night in Sydney. .

Its discuscions covered the works of most literary figurcs
of the preceding century. Carlyle and George Eliot were
discussed at length, such questions as "What Teaches us Most,
Deauty, Art or Nature?" were argued out, and the view of Mary
Vollatoneereft and the effects of socialism were debateds

17.anuscript, VWomen's Literary Society, “cott Papers,
Uncatalogued M8 38,
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Ag a result, most women in the group aressed s comnsiderable
inmowle ‘ge of literature, proposed welfare schemes and social
reform projects. /bove all meny were iven the opportunity
to discuss and to argue, to learn the rules of debate, and,
in gencral to develop the articulateness w ich was the chief
characteristic of the leaders of the Yomen's Moveuent in
lew South ‘nles. Louisa Lawson, for example, became the
first woman wember of the Scheol of Arts Debating Soclety in
1893 :nd in the same year, another rember, Mra, Fagtie, was
elected s delegate to the Union of all debating societies.

“omen first toyed with the idea of a club in the 1880's,
though men could not see such an institution as much more than
a permsnent sewing bee. The SYDNEY MORNING HERALD was frankly
enthusiastic atout the ideas

From her friends there, it wrote, she could obtain

hints on domestic economy and the menagement of

children, 2180 in the treatment of husbands by women

older and more experienced than herself, She will

hear new recipes in cooking, of the newest novels,

of treasures of servants an’' other subjects tco numerous

to mentionese

18

This was almost certainly not what the club-minded woman

had in mind and formed only an incidental part of the official

eing of the first large “ydney Club for women.

18+ ZSYDUEX MORNING QRALD 4 “ay, 1889



By 1900 the neotive life of the women belonging to
Sydney's various movements was responsible for the planning
by a fairly representative middle class group of the Sydney
‘omen's Club, " The cldest and the largest still operating
in New South ¥ales, the ‘omen's Club was a deliberate attempt
to provide a femine form of club life, fgcng the s=me lines,
and bound by the seme type of rule as a man's clubs The
women were consciously imitative and their determinatiomn to
stick to rules is ss evident here as in all other organisations
where they suspected they were being watched for slipse The
club remained primaerily a meeting place for women and, though
its activitics were primarily social, it constantly denied that
this vas the reason for its existence,

The Club stressed the interchange of i‘eas, but it also
continually denied iiself any official sympathies =nd, in fact,
at a time hen suffrage was such a prominent igsue and so much
legislation affecting women was under discussion, its detachment

as a body was remerkebles It was a deliberate choice, howcover,

19, It was conceived on a larger scale than the proposed
Proprietary Club sponsored by Lady Darley in 1896 which
with its slde entrance for staff, was to cperate as a labour
bureau for damestic servante and as o residential hotel for
mnemberse For a short time The Victoria Club snd Salon
organised by Miss May Manning in 1896 also operated.

20, It also included popular entertaimment and the usual
selection of leetures and socisl evenings. Information
about the Club's activities has been gained from the Club's
Minute Books which are in the possession of the Yemen's
Club, Flizabeth Otreet, “ydney,



In 1908 it would not support “ose Scott's motion that the
Inebriates Act, which was sup orted by the National Council
of VFomen be put into effect, and in 1910 it would not support
a petition to raise the /ge of Consent, preferring tc express
ite sympathy through the Nationel Council of "omene .

In a period of favourable social legislation the Club
did fulfill a value le functionm. It allowed women yet another
plice to meet, talk and pratise debate, and its members, either
on their own account, or through their relatives, moved in the
most prominent social and political cirecles of the daye The
first President, Lady Bea mont, wes the wife of the Admiral of
the British Fleet in Sydney, Mrs. John See =and Lady Lyne, both

wives of Premiers of the State were members, and Rose Scott of
22
the "omen's Suffrage League,was one of its strongest supporters.

In addition the Club probably brought together the largest gathering
23
of professional women in New Pcuth Vsles at the tine.

21e In 1895 the lotter sent to the first committee members forsaw
"more intimate knowledge of ome another's work in philanthropy
education, literature and sacial reforme... larger mutual
sympathy and greater unity of thourht and therefore a more
effective action in all questions relating te the welfare
of women in general."

22, FRoge Scott usually had her way in most erganisations to which
she belonged end it was usually more forceful than anyone else's.
lorhctdnﬂnllddnuhlﬁ?mmowupohnnmium
ofanrkcfcrmnrimtooant.rormmppwt

23, mofmcm'-rustvuﬂmamumvrmm a
practising doctor, Vomen university graduates joimed the Club
in greater mmbers than thy did any other organisation.
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levertheless, its influence wrs felt mairly through the
individual activities of i°s memherse It never became
politically active or officirlly e mpathetic to sny cause.
It hd fe arbitions and survived better than most poat-suffr;"e
orgsn.sations bocause it w s hampered by few impractical idecals.
JIENS O THE OF 7ICM

The 80's wer also an era in which women talked in publie
and -ere telked nte They m=de their debut with traditional topics;
Mrs, Fawecett's Storey's" How to Make, Buy an? Mend Clothes";
Mrs. Costello's "Home Nursing"; /'r-, Hastie's "Employment® .
/ithin s fevw vesrs the woman lecturer was » comsonplace, either
workinz for & perticuler movement or explaining her own theories
cn v rious subjects, both in Sydney =nd in the country, It is
doubtful if the record up to 1914 has been matchod since. In
addition wozen received advice from those who reccgnised that
their horizons were broadening, but who still wighed to stress
the v;.l.uo of old traditioms. Typical of such talks werc those
of the indefatigsble Tr. Jefferis, husbend of Mrs, Jefferis of
the Boarding-lut Society. He was a supporter of the franchice
and higher education for women, but his views on enfranchised
women were merely his extension of the current ideal of noble
womonhood, en extremely populsr one anong men.
24, 7t & time of comcera over the falling birthrate, the Club

vas attacked by a writer to the SYDNEY MORNING WERALD,

24 January, 1908, who claimed women's clubs were a form

of race suleides United States statistics, he stated,

proved only one women in 10 became a mother after joining
onee



This is, in fact, en important point, becsuse of the
sgrertion that women for a pericd before, and for a long time
after the granting of the suffrage emphasised their morsl
superiority and bused it on = fanatical belief in sexual
superiority. There is a great desl of evidence to suggest
th t many did indeed believe in some form of superiority,
ut 1t 1= a8 view thit stould be gualified.

The majority of leaders of the women's movement in New
Scuth Vales vere not fanatics of any descristione Rose Scott
writes in her private papers of her uffection for men in general
«nd in 1894 Ledy Vindeyer expressing an unususl suppert for
lady Meumbers of Pearliament, stoted thet women would net gain
support " by bitter sarcastic talk about men wheo are in
reality, the true friemnds of wcmen".gs

Mcere forthright was Vida Goldstein of Victoria, but all her
actions snd views became more extreme the longer the franchise
wag withheld in that state, Un the whole, most views expressed
fell into two categories, the first of mere exasperation,
repregented best Ty the cry of Louisa Laweon, who wrote in "Dawn"

eee Women are what men meke thems ¥hy e woman can't

bear a child without it being received into the

hands of = male doctor. It is baptised by = fat old
male parson; a girl goes through 1ife obeying laws
made by men; and if she bresks them, = male magistrate
sends her to goal where a male warder handles her and
locks in her cell at night to see she's all right.

If she gets so far es to be hanged, = male hangman puts
a noose arcvnd her neck; and she ig buried by = male
gravedigger; she goes to a Feaven ruled over by a male
God, or a hell managed by a male devil. 28

254 Wm_m 9 November, 1894
26. Loulge Lewson Newpopper Clippingse 24 October, 1896.pe22

Mitehell Library. Sydney.
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At the other extreme women's views represented an attack
on soclety and were notivated by » distaste for the long
accopted double standard snd the system of organised vice under
which women felt they, o some of their unfortunate, if unknown
sisters, were being both victirised and expleitede Bcth
conviction and convention contributed to their belief in their
higher morel standards but they never claimed intellectual or
physical superiority.

The references women made to their superiority were in
part their natural reaction as they became increasingly aware
of ,and impatient with, their civil disabilities. Put far more
basically they were an expression of a desire to prove what
both men and women had beem brought up to hellieve wes a naturzl
truth: the £ ct that women- or rather the idealised woman-
wag in some way finer snd betier than men.

Women did not originate their views. They were, in fact
the victims of male publicity: the constantly reiterated flattery
which reached its peak in the frenchise cesmpeigns, which
insisted that women were nobler, purer and infinitely more
sensitive than ren. Because of their superiority, it was
stated with a deft turn of argument, women should not meddle
in politics or defile their images by exhibiting too much self-
confidence. Instead they should devote themselves to their
true duty: the emmobling of their own and their family's lives,
It was a heady notlon and had served adequately for a number
of years as a subgtitute Tor ecivil rights. It also proved to be



2 notion ugeful for reversing an argument and as such 1t
A4id not mean that women had suddenly developed a radically
new conception of themselves. izther it nor seemcsd to then
n good reason why they should enter public life to better
nroject this'truth' and to apply their influence where they
believed it was most necded.

Both men and women found themselves therefore genuinely
coommitted to this vicw =nd both ould have been loth to
ghatter the 11111310:7 Viomen had the harder task in view
of their new ambitionand in fact, if they were not to alienate
the sympathy of men, could not afford to tamper with the
1llusion too drasgtically. Yhen agitation for suffrage
began in earnest, they were faced with the superhuman task of
preserving this image, in which they believed, of living up to
the ideal of ladylike behaviour, =nd of emtering = man's world
in a guise which as nearly as possible, men could recognice,

vomen's literature of the period temded to enforce the
traditional view of the role of women. That wemen chiefly
still wantegd to read about was their importance as homenakers.
The most @ riocus articles by or about women nppeared in general
nagaszines or in the columns of the mewspapers, tut there was no
27 Though in fact, it wae qualified sgain end againe

Noble womanhcod was originelly the preserve of the middle

or higher classes, ‘ut wap slso represented by the picture

of the idealised working cl=zos mother as well., At the
other end of the geale "ns the prostitute. The era was

eoncerned to prevent her cperation b law, or to save her

through institutionss In sny cose sh vaged
udiaoorpontodint;,thoidu. A S e e '
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proliferstion of biased feminist literature for women in New
“cuth 'ales snd only one or twc sp cisl magesines designed for
their rore s rious interestse The two most impo tent of these
vere !'rs, Lawson's DAVN znd !'rse Volstenholme's WOMEN'S VOICE ,
DA was the mere actively feminist of the two ; WOMEN'S VOICE
published a more mixed selectiom of loczl social news and
information ab ut available positions. ZBoth included articles
on suffrage, reviews of literary works, and featured short
storiese. WOMEN': VUICE was scmewhat mcre inclined to primt
recipes and theatrical news,

Most Sydney papers from tl e to time published a special
wonan's pege or a woman's colummne By 1914 these vere scarcely
eny different in flavour from those appearing twenty yeers earlier,
veren spparently still asked for, and meinly received, stories
of a strong woral flavour in which their specilal womanly qualities
Invarisbly chone, mews of social events and cocking and sewing
hints. Even lary Gilmore's long runnin’ eolimn in THE WOPRKER
which was largely literar or philosophical in tone, had to yield
«nd supply fashion and cockery peragraphs as well,

Ferhaps the only psper in Australia which succecded for
any length of time in trying %o change women's interests
altogether was Vide Goldstein's THE WOMAN VOTER., She resclutely
refused %0 make it anything tut o newspaper and the majority of
ite article about women presented women as active feminista,
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it probebly provided a fuller coverage of the suffrage campaigns
‘n ‘ustralia and overgeas than any other ‘ustrollan newspaper,
and until its demice nt the end of the FPirst World ¥ar, remained
the rogt boligzgér:mtly ferinist publicstion issued in the

Co monweelth.

Totwithctanding the cxtent of their participation in pu'lie
life in Vew South ¥nles, women's image of the nature of their
true functions very effectively put limits on their ambitions.
In 1901 Ludy Beaumont, President of the Vomen's Club and wife
of Aauiral Becumont of the British Navsl Squadron, stateds

eee it was most important that at this period of the
country's history that ts womem should stand clearly
for the highest standsrds in everythinge The
responsibility of keeping up such standsrds lies
always ver  largely with the women of any land.. woe
the land whose women are less high minded than the
MNeNaeee 29

28. 1tz views were not typical of Australism women ns a vhcle
Horman McKenzie in WOMEN IN AUSTRALIA refers tc the paper
when he talks of the clainm of semual superiority by
fustralian worene DBut Victoria produced = scmewhat
different suffrage campaign and Vida Goldsteirn was unusual.
She was not generally liked by New Scuth ales women leaders
who found no inspiration, as she did, in the Lnglish suffra-e
movemente Her paper also acquired s Pankhurst of its owm,
Sylvia, who on viciting fustralia, atteched herself to
Vide Goldstein. At this point scme battle for gontrol of
editorial outlock is discernible in the psper and Vida Goldstein
herself seems tec have been uncertain whether to become more
extreme or lesss In the end che underwent & complete reversion
of ideas, returning from the 1919 Peace Conference of Vomen
in Europe with a deep interest in pacifism and religion.
The paper ceased publication shortly afterwardse

29 Manuseript Minutes of the licmen's Clubs These Minute B ocks
are in possession of the Club,Elizabeth Street, Sydney.
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Three years later in CUctober, 1904 women's true sphere of
influcnce was again defined by Ledy Rawson, President of the
lational Council of ‘omen,who reminded members that:

eee they shoul’' never forget th=t women's first

dutics vere h r home duties, Her echief sphere of

action was there and her first care should be to

3 cure the well-being of her husband and children,

her servants ond those over whom she had influencee 30

New South Vales men could agree wholeheartedly with these
prominent ladies, nnd vith such uttersnces issuing froc two of
the strongholds of feminine influence in the state, it is not
surprising that neither seems to have been locked on as the
treeding ground of feminine ambition., /And the women constantly
proved themselves conservative. In November, 1891 8’.,

“rge Julian Aghton, a jcurnalist, read 2 paper ot the Vomen's
Christisn Temperance Union, reccmmending the overhaul of the
marrisge laws and the loosenling of the bonds of marrisge itself,
Her suggestions were radical, but not only was she attacked by
2ll sectioms of the press, but by 2 great number of women's
organisations and individual womem ,sho hestened to get into primt
to prove that hor views in no way reflected tie general beliefs
of the majority of women in the state.

350e Manuscript Minutes of the lational Council of Vomene

The Minute Books of the National Council of Vemen are in

possessiocn of the Council, Philip Strect, Sydney.
5ls SYDNEY MORNING HERALD. 12 and 14 November, 1891,
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Yrge Ashton was felt to have transgressed badly and in the
words of Lady Jersey, the wife of the Governor -

her sentimente _could not] be characterised as
otherwise than etrogciouss 32

Conervative views were shared by the majority, if not
all lew Youth Uples women, but the mo-t nilitant oftem found
themselves playing = difficult multiple role, keeping to the
rules, yet deliberately attempting toc prove, within = limited
range, their abilities and their ferininity at the same time,
I, the long run, some women were inclined to harp hysterically
on somen's superiority, but no contemporary disagreed basically
with their staterents. The most lasting effect of such
sentiments was to contribute to the inhibition of & freer working
partnership between men an? women, to keep women out of effective

politice and restrict their working ambitions,

32+ Lady Jersey to Ledy "indcyer. 17 Hovember, 1891.
indeyer Papers, Upcctalogued M8 DLEO ,Item 7.





