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In ::"681 New South '-'nlec hed I) popula.tion of 749,8?5 
L 

of Ihw 4l0,2ll Ie e \ omen. 'fhe bulk of 'this population 

was lc.·ca ~ed ix~ 8ydl1ey l'..nd the larger count~J towns and 

consisted of ~ prosperous an~ gro tog lrdle clnss, Q 1ar 

wotkins class in the exp~ndine industr1nl are , and ~e t1vely 

'filO twenty yea.rs betw on 1860 -1800 1a re y 1"8 of f holy 

steady economic proslerity during which in ustrj 1 ctiv1tl0 

hac rr.ultiplied , CUIllIl1Wl1c' tiona had be n (JxtcllCl~d d en ur 

and g~r.6r~11y eet 1ed society b~d dovelop d. lO ole per.! ad 

between 1860-1890, t:';c ah it sho &d periods of un·/ ec noaic 

pro l:."rouD, 'rl a gene~ lly one t relatively t1l pIa, ant And 

of rising !iloney • re 1 geo. 

e goV'::lrnmeut of the o~ te B op n to r of r fo , 
t for th t~e, it 6 an ad ·need d ocv tic on. '.ue of 

the 10 slntlon f the peri d r fl c d the local! 

but it al 0 refl 0 t. e ,fra c oclal 

c .dltlone br u?ht 'c ut by Ne South les sperlty, 

rtlculo.rlv it mirrored t e C'mer 1 inter at in ecial 

r fo... over~ s . 

1 . 
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The ding po~ilftion ot WAR dad 

f cctory and shop legislation while a owing ~iAdl cIa s 

po~tion beoam concerned with du ti d 

th the extension ot civil rt to; rt1culJ rly it e 

cone rn d 'tth the arlen ion of the chi e which cnlm1na t> d 

in tho Franchise Act at 1894 ond it provision for one , 

on vote. 

The on lar e are in which civil right could ost 

gainf'Ully be extended Vi • in t t &treoting the statu of 

d in lew South e rUer in erica, 

the riod dia tely preoedin 1880 a tim of considera Ie 

activity in this direotion. The ject a. . n, 

hut inc sin 1)" sup rted by en the social c 

whioh produc d Q W r1 ts ov t in 

a t the t . a ere by then ing pliO' ted in I\u t ' • 

The co side bly sier 

outh es tGr • mid a of the century. The n w 

and vie., ot th other side of the world tv re"'U~L ... r 

after t co oti n of the Ie are quic )"_ 

&l 11 h paine f th 

inted in 100 1 per •• ' 8 in 

tter oenter d arc d 00'1&1 dOings, faShian,ho to keep a h e 

yell or hu _ d happy- all Ie ture of sen t day 

publio tiona as ell - ere 

arti cl e. on the po it10n ot W 

.. uf' ' lelent number of ,erlou8 

d sutfic! nt re 

.rwltan'. ov ant for thea to be oVer.e 

elseWhere. 

re of t •• hap ing 



Australian. n nted vary ch to be 11k overs 

wom.en, partioul- rly in view of the sit on social 111' 

c rri d over from the colony's beginntng • In t · 

Neoire appli a& 1,. to women hoce convict ance try 

m1 t hay, been ,rov , fJ to tho<;. who.e n w1y err! v; d 

in the co10Zl7, or fir t or cond I 

The c 1 1 der ot the .: •• r-outb • s aeen Mov ent 

were ho 

th social tanding, cultural 

or edu tiounl ehiev ent. or all three. ey 1n1tia dot 

i de a an eet th 1e d. 

To th f ir t."and ventuallY the whol of 

ine 800i ty , 1 t s 1JIlpor t t col 1 social life 

and 'Il lu be or on B Unr baai to tho of Londo, 

die ted or tb nave e 

in rry1n out t his • it h d t1le akini 

ot • eonsid n :ber of w South ale. _ as ell. 

Y' visitor to , nd ttl ra in, ust ia d scribed the 

ocial lit 0 th 1a 19th 0 tu.r,', rti rl,. of the 01 ties 

d t .e1r 1milar. In OC IJ , bl! h in the 

ISBO' s, S. A. Proud. wrote that dney & a 0 ttled, busy, 

c .. ~01al city, with it opl. predan1nantly ter1allstic in 

interest. H. found its 1e di oi ti enaen d in a wq d 

otten imp ive round of social actlvltie.. L~l odonald, 



./ 

./ /llllili/l :; 

• J"-

'34 C.~OAG' 1 

S'f 0'" I" 

• 

y/ ".e. :t.U/A ~OIN1"A, 0" ~' 
r ~/~:!Jjb.J~ ~&M~~.~~ J08, !!'eOlye .~tret 
PHOTOGRAPHERS ~ ~YDNEY 

HIS EXCElL. THE GOVERNOR 

• 



35 
who came to Australia in thQ same period to become Principal 

of the Sydney University ' s Womer. ' s Ccllege, reported th t 

Sydney was !l a small , delightful society,1fhere everybody knew 
2 

everybody else" . 

The social circle, which sta:_ped its idea.s on the New 

South \ las Women's ¥ovement and from which lr18IlY' of the most 

significant utterances by worn n on their current outlook d 

ideas emanated, was formed of a social coterie bounded qy Governcent 

House , the Brl tish Naval Squ.adron 1I1i th its resident A.0miral,me: bers 

of the Ben ch , the Bar, Sydney University, t he squatters and the 

big landowners , and certain members of Parli "ent. ith very fell 

ex::evtione , most Irembers of the amen ' s 11c>vclr .J! in New South 

Wale s before the end of the l~th centUl7 moved in or near t . ls 

circle, ~sing their social life uS far _6 po~3iblb on the social 

life of upper c1&.os London, end L'1ordinately amr..ivu'1 to develop 

as r~ similarities aD possible. 

The desiro of the 19th ccn~ Austral ian ,oman to long 

to a. society- which v;ns I'Of'tr" cted End oonf'omiot as me.rked in 

Ne Sou~h ales, s.r.d hec~uso of the c louy' s early ictory, 

sClInewhat more urgently striven fer thor t n in 0+ or s tea. 

Nev.:;:rthelo s although O!1en in Scu~ 1.u tli E):spoused such 

CllS S s the BOfU"dine Out Sy-sten:; nn the ad!llt suff! ge , and 

saw them introduced successfully there fir t and the women of 

Victoria produced t' e nucl()u~ of & m.Uitantl:!y' !4iuist nov ent, 

~. ' . V. Hale ~nd I .H. Trewacke,Ri§tory of ~e Wo 
Within the University of Sydpey, Sydney 1953, 
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lic&11y th re as ver.r little difference in th and 

ld als of wom 1 11 nny pr1.rt of lust iR . They all 

practised participation in blic affo1r only qo far s th 

rule .... of cur t Victor ocj.ety allo ed, d t hey ed to 

conform to thece rul 8 far more striotly t '"' n did tn."1IlY 1K!llMm. 

overseas. In f uct. in their deoire to stree their 

s1m11aritiee ith overo societies, AUG l1an en mi.sed, 

or purposely ignored, a gr t ~. Y of the m('re r dieal und r-

currents of tClll1n1~ both in Europe nd the Unit d S s . 

Social reform in the period so represented more at 

was simil ar to,r8th~r tha~ was di~ tmilar fro~/overa legislation 

p."'Irticularly Brt tish legisl tion. Most reron- re 

det_r.1no.tion to bring J\uotrnliun co1ani Ul to dnto ith, and 

occ~ ionu.lly in advance ct, other oountries. In 8 f r s 

legal reforms eLf cting omen e ooncern d, the ,e" S .uth 

alan GoverilIll t, though influenc d by merlc l d s set th 

c of mo t or its m surea by th pece 

7l~6t: i&ater. 

This d tel'!' innticn to move s one wit oth r countri s i 

ell d cnstrr.ten in this ttcr of the exten lon of legal 

r!"hts to ViD .. en. hero there e're dirf these were t • 

ra~u1t of local f.aotors, the person l1tie of looal 1e dara, 

'd t.l}o potent f act of eographicrJ. 1eol t1 n iob the exchan 

of rioted n4;t • e. d e . n t he influ. nce of ov.ree settlers d 

visItors oould not overoo~e. 
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Coupled with the desire t ... encourage c in tan 

i 016t1cn and val U in New ~outh Vlales society , 

also had a! rked eff ect on th Yem n ' t 1n • col .. y. 

New South l'1ales omen grasps the i d n Uy 

enough, lut not tU y the larg r po s.ibiliti • It i 

highly probable that fre and e sier exch nge of vi 8 with 

nenrar oval'.O '" neighbour woul d h va enlar d their ido ., 

roved IS of their rigidity or vision d eir 

concopt ot th goals of the mov t 10 g ot which 

linfJGr in p aut day or ani se tion. 

and t}1 otro d sir to chan e i deal of 19t centu 

middle class ociety, but only s e of it l~C B, 

On thu otJ1 r 11 d this vC17 limit tioo. of vii 

remove ch 0 the d ger o~ th mov 

Yin Md ce l.nly con tri- ted to the BUcca 

Wale mtf c • M 

to 

1nt of 

th.tlc to 

ls. 

th i de 1 ot ,. 
'. r 

t in New Sou .ole. they • no 

reU d&.nger in ailY or the c iIlls de 

Before 1880 there s no aei t ti 

1tO!!t!fm . 

Ne "'outb " ea similAr to e. tion v rs -a • te 

no movent $ ch ~x1Gted in th cclOllJ', nor re there out ide 

t~.uli in th thre ts to 

br1n. 1. t into xist.ence. 

I tust be rem 1: red ho Ue re. tarlton 

d or.. ~ ott in tho 1f rkina on ti_t:' very 
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campaigns and pl anning their w~nAe r1 t convention, 

N Sou th les Vi 8 still a convict colony her the t 

imnortant Wbilc consider tiona for hath . ~nd wan 

revolved fir t around the c 8S tion of t RPO tien, and 

later tho possible introduction of squ .. tt ing fn1l tion , th 

stabliGhment of 1i!Unici 1 institution and the que tion (I 

adl:lltting ncipists to the L gielative Council .. Ther 

was no que tion of nting legal rights to wOJ!len, Gapeei ly 

men many were oonvict. or emnncipists th t e 
S 

is no l"e~l evidence that their com£ rat1ve care! ty or valu 

as pion ar led m to v lue t lit1cally y ore hi 1y 

in () ne ... country t han in nn ala one. 

promised n ent many comfort if they went to J U3t 118, 

. t th y were not proltioed en e~8ion of civil r1 ta, nor 

'as tht ({uesticn of on . lTJ}.Ul onfl vote e 61' ~~md to done 

one vote . 

omen t 8 pro os in othOL" fields in N, outh 1 8 

not y~t remar ble, In th 4.0 ' . en Troy d 0 rl1n CoUog 

d alro .dy be found d in t..lte United states, tJ e i d of ar 

educ tioD for QIl 0 nted on th on ar • the 
4 

MaID ING HERt~LD , end provo'k:o spirt ted de t e 

'ebo 1 of rta. 

3. BY ~E:l 1!OR UNG F!'·n tD, 7 J6nu ry lfl41. There ,ere 35,507 
inbab1 t 10 the city 1 surroundi country. r t~. 
20, n::s e ' m~ and 14, 774 er u(lJl . 

4. I 1d.26 Januc ~J, 1841. On 7 J nu ry lP41 a letter si ed 
·Curreney L BS· P rd rltt~n i n sup ort 0 hi er education 
tor wat8ll. t d1 not begin '1 optrl d tee 
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During the 50' a and 60' e tho Sydney rs hen they 

r ferrad to WOOlen c.. t nIl out of the context of social ov nts 

referred briefly nd with dt8taste to f ale Charti.t. in 

. gland, the ce of wot:.Gn under t}~Q chan ed ew York rrl 

laW8 which, r ecording to the SID 'y 1-1'ORNING €RJLD n 0 Id 
5 

dis st most 'hgli h Parl! r ry lawyers," ~ to an's 

intermittent OVG -'sea CfI" palgning for th fr chise. On 

29 J ry, 1847 th RYtl, EY MORNll G HF..RJIL: in its d1 toral 

ouneed tbl< tit 'Would as oon .ee wClDen th the vote Ii e 

men - n idea put torward at the tim of a projected xtension 

ot the male fr nehiee and conaid red 8e te tly r1diculou • 

'nle p: por continu d this line 2B J uary, 1850 when 

it reported the ertort ot th Roche.ter rl tllirlftn ' Right 

Convention B bsurd d ridiculous proposition- d 

repeated it on 20 Ju t by printing the .T YORK HERAL t 

account of th Ohio Convention. This per h d ounced 

" it oup''Ort of • ,uality it [the til would cut off their 

1r ••• t on the br che . tI J. t ch th t e 

the SYDN MORNING HERALD began to r print cene8 
6 

from the Life of Unprotect d o nerallY' 

both tupid d inc tent. 

5. lid. 17 Octo r , 1848 

e. After the p r s cquired by the F 
.. re inclined to ohtain 
t ily bec e 1e din ber of 

omen' s or ani tions in fi'7dne,.. 
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Never't e18.8, the ovor e ctien of women, whether 

tri vial or otherwi se, were con tly noted in New South 

,ale pers, I>nd the 50'. rk d th beg1nnin 8 of n VI 

inter at by wanen in women in New ~outh a. The e 

expre ions ranged from conc- rn for 
7 

en ri 0 era en on 

foot to lockups by polic., to request. for c itteee on 
8 

fa ",le education and the establi ent of ia~U..u.lllriea . 

It w a alao tb tin: of the fir at !ar t to win 

11 en's support for a sp cial c use. This w a the Or 

of the Ladies ' Peti ticn to the Leg! 1ative Council a inst 

transportation, masterminded by Henry Park ., who won through 

it, d through his la r public utter ce. on the extension 

of the franchise, his repu tion the ch pion of t e 1fC!lnAn 

cause. 

The quo t10n of the tr ctutU1y ine rt 

during this d forth incre ain Jl ber of 

letters to the pepers nd on one occ ion at 1e t , rlmlllU"14,·,.. 1;, 

obj cti ve ed! torlal fr the 
" 

that Go long allow their ri ts 

of ocie'tiY to be e ted . the ex which h in 11 a 8. 
ill 0 

7. YO EY 1-1 RNINO tD, 2 

s. Ibid. 16 Octo er, 1853 

9 . Ibid. 14 ~st, 1858 

119 
8 they re ••• ] 

rJ 1851 

ted 
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LEGAL Rt RM 

But the t ' ct th t th did eh n e in outh alee 

oet wholly the result ot the •• 

Itt rial P ril ent. ~;e" South ale P ere 

very e utious dl • • tar as sooial r elo tor 

concerned- n are 1n .tlich tb re as no .A.WIij'''''U..IloAte er of 

extr e agi tion. They were not Wholeheart d toll era ot 

the glieh pIe, but t hey 'o\ere obedient, or t ' ied to be. 

The prelude to the New oouth Ii lea re 0 of the di .... orce 

la"s s bodied in the Royal. In truotion to th Governor-

General 1n 1851. H. 8 info ed th t b 

or 8 ant to Act whatever tor th divoroe of reon join d 
10 

togeth r in holy atrimonT' J t with tb oh e ot rl •• i n 

England Rnd t he pr e ot the g11sh ivoro ot, 00 1 •• ot 

whioh re t rded to Austr ia, the C 10 ial Gove nt 

.ere 1nto d th t Her ~aj ty' nt r8 ard ot 

s ba1n within the it 

" 8 the duty nd r t of tree colo legi.lature to reaulate . 

In Viotoria d th Australia 8 . lIar /lot 

relati~ quiokly' , t nUl intro4uo d 1n th outh alee 

tegi 1 ttv. A hly in ep .1' 1861 n into edia te trou~le 

8 did v.r.r propos Bill endment tor the .next 5O '~ • 

'l'hla Bill, like sub uent on88, " • not 

bliely or a t Ie t 00 rcu 

10. Ibid 31 J 'rT, 1855 

sup rted 

bit I' 



Church onl " d brot\ t torth a flock ot pet1 tion 

ag inat It. It had he 'ever, Q e f' 0 

once r 111ed, ere prepared to go further thnn the n lsh 

Act in e b11shin causes for divorce, equatin for 

dt"UIlkennes8 with cruelty and inc1uoing th ground, v id in 

so e I< erlcan eta tea, of incomp tabll1 ty of 1'8 t. Th 
11 

more radical Rcottish divorce laws were a1 0 quoted. 

Mos t endments, ho~,.ver, w re lost in c tte, d • 

Pill instead of incorporating the best nll countrl , 

t100lly ar ad B. close copy of the English ct cont ining 

nothing p rUc It f. d at 

its vari ap renc 8 in t.'1e U per OIl. in 18 1, 18 6, 1870 

8nd 1871, and. did not become 1 .. until 1873. Almo 

it beoame the subject of at pted nd n 

Under thb ct, Q man could ob n divorce the 

of u1 tery. A wite 'it\S obliged to ul te17, and in 

ddition ine st, or big or or aodam.y or be tl it.y or 

cruelty or de artion for t 0 years "it ut 

The .tct did,J't ever, e blisb the ebt ot 

sole with r s ~ c t to pro rty wh1c 

itl n 

t of wire 8 S t 

cqu1re or io i t do olv on her. 

ro :rty in her 0 r1 t. I th n xt b 

e could ells 0 • ot such 

century BUcce (1M 

th el 1f1 proeedUr. to toll ed xtend d 

th ot dlvorce tor bot se 8 . 

11. uoted by "r. , 1 ter Bir John ay in rt1eular. 
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0ther ct on r>nglleh odele paso d Il ore quickly 

end wtt out on op.i t1, n. L e tir t Cu tody of Inf nt ct 
12 

in 1875, ieb allo ad mother cee s to tnf .ts 

subject to ce 1n Ccurt Orders , nd in 

their co trol to hor followed t 0 yo .rs after th 

Act. The mOTe ccntrovcrsi "arr nth 

it.'s Slet r Act passed the • yar. In 187t5 

Victoria end South 1\ust sed 8i ilar 

act clo ct • on the he 1 of the .gliM Act,but the ew 

~outl1 ales up r Hous. a still debnti it in 187 , 

opposing the ammdmen t. to &.110 m aig i th 

hu d ' s brother bGoau e in th ord of ir annin , 

IS 

1 • 



The pass g of these J.nt, h1ch in toe _ at 

lea t, benefit ted rr:en ~ s ueh 

dependent on Englisrl e 

so-called adv need colon 

o ed Doth! 
14 

thl ing. 

oIly 

at to 

In t ct the 

New South Wales Up~ r HcuGe represented f elin~. t r reo 

consorv tift t he.n t ho e of the Heus ot Lor in ngland. 

The Legi 1a t1 ve Councll ve in r 1uc tly 81 ; in 

c e of the M rried on 11 h 

In., 1 t took fr 1871 t o 1879 to ste..:.r the Bl~l thrau 
15 

both Rouse . 

'l'hi w: e the first jor Act to give A rri d n 

some coot 1 ov r h r person 

and C ildren ' a Act h afforded Gome relief nd th 1876 

of her 01I1l or her husband' s uture or r vision inter at 

in her peBonal estate 

14. 

15. 
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The 1879 Act t ch further by establiehin .1 t 

clas ' ea or aepar te pro rty to \\hich 8 wife s nti tl d. 

Thes wer 1 rent ; proti ts of any s te freehold. to lch 

sho beo e en tl tl d; per eo prop(; rty und r a de d 01' wUli 

wages or earning.l; Savings P. deposl ts; fully po ld up ah ., 

debentures or stocks; claims all bl. on ricndly ~cc1etie ; 

and insurance poliei a lOnging to her before 

marrip. e. There were still limi tiona nd f'utur Act 

designed to overcom th see 

QONTAGIOUR pI~EASES BILL 

Un xpeoted c ution and 11 r rkable de 

del ayed the ~ sage ot the e e rly reto s in Now Sou ales. 

On the other h d the d t t of th Cc ta~ious is sea Bill 

desi ed to deal th the uppr soion of prost! tuticn d 

control of Vanere dis a83in New South II lea, 0 ed it delay, 

but not 1 to final det t, to an org i ad opposi ttan d 

tor te postpon d Is • only hen a 

1JnUar t ate betell til qu at!on in ' gl - d. a 

ubllc issue ,bo1t'evor, it illustrated interesting inta, 

n ely, tho 0 par. ti ve din.ss of the No Bout as bly 

to follow gli b oxample in the tter of re triatlve 1 gislati , 

d the absence or we inter st at this point in time , on the 

of women on a topio whlch 8S likel,. to affect th '. 

Th ~ish Con 10 Dis. 8 at were a " c lebre 

in number of 1'8 rs before they e openly lscu88ed 
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in Australia, d it 8 tow rd8 t; e end ot the 19 Century 

before ... uatr 11m women gav any gre t in ic tion of ing 

a. re of their history n.,1"Id plic tions. The· gli h 

measures .ere an attempt by th Hous. of C th 

the o"rer-present Qu.stion of pro ti tution d the spread ot 

ven real diseas in n val d military di trict • It id 

this hT sing s rles of I,c ,the first of w ich 

in 1864, n ed misleadingly after c·,. ap")lytng to con'ta. ioua 

disease in an le. It .as believed th t 8 d 

tor the Bill under the impres i l n t thi • a inde d at 

th.ey were. In flY caC\e, there •• little oPPO ition. 

en passed, th Acts provid d for the c pul ory d1 

e ina tion of suspected prost! tute. in a num r ot 8pecified 

mUi tary d naTal district lic en to n • 

.om n cted of operatin a inth • SUs cta 

• re aR.ed to 81 volun ry 

1fi1.1.ing '.-....... ""'tiou, and 1f they re ed, could 

on d before te who could 0 er the e ina tion . 

It they r Ued to a . pear thq caul put in prison; 11 th87 

oved die put in ho pltal. No ppeal • 

11 inations d ad or en contacts. 

the tenure of the Acts t re er Jr. rrt aru •••• 
Th. reported inju tic.a to the innoc nt, coup1 d .it th 

ene 1 u.ot1on of the ocial sti tuti , rallied 

a thy tor omen tram time entirely un.xpected ~uar ra . 
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Mrs. tIer, tho f. ot Churc or 

bec the ost closely con acted of 11 n w1t th t1 t 

to repeal th Act ~d to deal t'lO etfect1~ 1y with prostitution, 

directed the op s1 t10n for t. ty y rl in ngl d nd, l t11 

her death , on th. Contin nt 8 well. • he n ver qu1te ov rc • 

the genuine rpr1. of y th t she d allo d ch r1table 

impulse to develop into a CNllpa1 wi th suc un vou.ry overto • 

Mr • Butler'. reasons s d on deep c Pf\ss1on, d eply 

held reI1.., .... ,...... convict1ons d con tently ow1.n I thou 

S8 ingly not t t1 d a1 I to adv oe the 8 d1 of every 

w • The general on - s1dedne.. ot th _-'~."'~L~ed her, 

a. it was al • n for 
1 

l' rs to c when S.L.IU • ...a~-

legislation " ooted. 

For the e on I • uUer 1J e rly sup rt fr 

working clas wo , o .re th. tir t to in e 

districts n d in the ct, ou in t ...--. ........ ' 

hi ly influ ti 1 d enj y d the o t ot • Ii 

think ra of &land. cned a th onlY' 

16. Vi 



'oman wi tn.ss at the Ro 1 Co iseion cUed tin...,ll to 

inv st! te the Acts, d there i reason to believe t 

he r eareruJ.ly consi dered views, not o",.1y on this It' tter, 

but on allied subj cta including th raising of the a e at 

consent, responsibility for ill git te children d 

soliel tien, 1ntlu e d the framers ot later 1._ on the 

subjects sell. 

Betor 1870 t e xistGnce ot tho Engl i oh Acts w 

48 

mentioned inside or outsid the qew South ales Parliam nt, 

and the ne lIP pere di cussed briefly only .GIl a 

for repeal 1Pl s reported in E land. Prosti tution in Ne South 

ues was probl 01 s the colony, tot at pte to 

deal th it h d fo or prevention 
17 

8 ot 

provision of :J or Wo;;leJ1 and the e rne t n usually 

vocal orals oclations. Th probl 

• a chronio, rut ot cute, t h r 1 nO Vi nQ t any 

ortici action uld h ~ been con ted t the t e if the 

pa of the Engli Acts h d not be n followed by a re u at 

th t they introduced in simUar fo in the colo i • 

17. 

........ ~"" ConVict 
or 1858. 

18. It w discus in th UNu ERALD on 21 
2 April, 1870. 23 Februal'1, 1876 e tt r """'I.U~IU. 
publicity en the r reported at the Inspector 

d reve led th t thor prosti tu in 

18 

th 

... """" ... "",d 
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"'ueenelnnd and Ta nia tiid in r ct do thi ; Vi ctor! 

end South Auet 11& did not~ e South W len r ello d 
19 

its usual ccurse of reluctantly fall ing ~e tion , t 

the Bill, when it a peared in 1875, ran into c;liUCu-L scale t 

organised opposition. 

It s introduced by J ames arnell , md ediately 

challenged by Henry ? rkes. Parkes was n convincod opWVJ..i.V~t 

whose eli)(}.uence w e badly needed as support for t h BUl •• 

He . s well info ed bout r ~rs. Sutler' B C 

touch with her, IiUUlllfoV.1nely prosnising her th 

worrying bout the pos i b1. ity 0 • ill be 

South 'ales. vryn 

Parkestcorrespoodenc 1th r. Dutlor be 

of th introduotion of F rnel!' fir t Bill. H 

the w no dl ousion fore 1875 d t 

o plato surpria to h1r.l. Farnell he d seri 

. ell eanillg, con c1 tiouo man ( 0) 
aees h eIt e. ,oc1&1 reto er. 

••• 

20 

e could ce e 

in e 

prov wron. 

a 

19. II ry ar e as Coloni8l S oretary h n th ong requ .t 
to pass 1 s1 tion ~lved in 19SfS. had deliberatel 
1. orad it, but J eo en up t.h tter. 

20. H nry Park s to !rs. Josephine Butler, 8 y, 1876. 
Parkes Cor spondence, V01.45, p .519-29. ito ell L1.bralY 

8yOOe1· 



o 

He 8.:Jked !-.rs. Butler in th crurs of his corre pond ce 

tor further intormGtion ann literature bout the subject and 

rticularly tor ract~ proving 'bygen1c failure of all 

legislative e ctm ts, polic regulations on th subject." 

He WIlS not in favour of 8 depot for th sale of public tiona 

21 

about the tter in vie of his belief n th t tb Ie s t h youn 
22 

cornrrunit , ':new of the subject the tter." 

have be n reflecting gen r 1 re~gnance, echoed by the 

almost total no a per ailence. 

Bet~9$D 1875 nd 1862 th Bill de a n ber of a ees, 

and ~esp1te Parkes ' op ositicn, 1 v ee. d d in rai 1n 

B majority in the L er House. Its apolog1 t th 

au. to do a 8 the Im earnestly 

convinced ~~t th8.1 h d en Sh n excell t thad ot 

In th long!"Ul1 th Bill ow its 

dele t to numbe of r ator ,1nflu ti the 

tortun te laps 

or Parl . .a.cw.vn 

ot the Bill in the L ar ou a, the di oolution 

finally th re al of the nslish au . 

effect. in N w outh '8.1 of rt!. But1 r ' s nty 

ye pt 1 were thus hot dl ct , irect. s tar s 

her vi 8 at ct6d 1 ter 1 glsl tion in ...... I~""""""'d , t.h~ 

ind1r ctly rec d the imi ti ve social 1_1Y ••. ~_t1on cone min 

omen in e s 11. t ::1.8 t r 8 th ctual 

21. Ibid. 

22 Ibid. 
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passing and re a1 of the I n s tb. -solv were once ed, 

h r influence wafl far more direct te. N s ot 

thoir repeal, for examplo, effectively stop d ~ .e parnistent 

gi tlon for similAr 1 s in ow Soot" Vi'al.e ; ther at r th 1r 

only convinced sup:;orte "ero. bors 0 d 

Ne• South ,alea ~oci 1 Purity League. 

Th eral attitutJe or M r e of Parl -ant t-o que tiona 

cO 'earning en 'If S v: ied 1.Ind ptJr onal. 

on some points, y could prove rkabl cons ;,,,;, tive on 

other • Parkes, for example, fou t th Con iou Dl ses 

Bill d introduced the tirst ents auffr resoluti t 

vad violently of other 11 ral 

legislation. Hop. 08 d the ivorc Act, ying in 1 70 

th t • should at of air s, n 

of ir 

M ing, -ho vo e.g 111 t t. Divorce ill, 

in favour of hi r educ tion tor. , Us vld Buell , 
ii upholder of 11 r 1 divorce la • • s not in f vour ot 

the chi e extension. spo ored 

tlou to imp condi ticn of WOIl:len, 

-twe opponent. of tr en's 1r 1lll 

anniDg • 8 influenced hi din in Univ r it circl ••• 

vid as a:r.,lrer of. th cottieh di var l:we and 

Sir Arthur wick, as .. doctor, c cerne tte t of 

work1Dc con tiona on en's ealtk. 
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S 11 r incons 1atene1os chs_ cterised other P rlUl!1eIlUlri s 

of the period. There \" aD no p rty or r et1an lin -up fo or 

agAin~t le 1s1at1on trecting wCI'llen n d no 
23 

or fell OIl its att1tude to th • 

COrtCLUSION 

to 

By 1880 & nutloor ot 1m rtant lI!ea. r 8 h d become law in 

tle South al s whic~ considerably pro", d the legal statu 

omen thamsel vo had play; d oat no 1n 

git attn« tor the passage of any of these me sures. The tets 

were !J8.8sed oat solely boc u e or over as e ple Md 

beoau e the peria.l Goverom t h s1gnitled t ch eta 

should be considered. In many cas til new ·~ th j1n1 

a greater reluctance to introduce ore 11 ro.1 legi.J.e.tion th 

other Auatr 1i states nnd tar are tor degre ot eonsarvat1 

N vertbel e ,b.1 1880 New Scuth 

of the s e legal privil as nd Jeany 

had are ot t...'1is 11l'lprov s tue. int the 

..-rIr.Ant of wen' " active tic1 tion in much b11e l1t. in 

Ne outh " ales bec 9 gr tly ccel r ted. 

23. Many P rliam n rian who su rte on 
of this 1 8181 tion h d wives Qtive in public art 1 
Sir John Hay, S1r Al.fl"ed taphcn, Air ill1 
°ir illi \ indeyer, all ch . pioned noun 
thelr wlvel served on v.rlous committees. 




