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In 1881 llew South "mles had » population of 749,825
of whom 410,211 we e wmn].“ The bulk of this population
was loceted in Sydney and the larger country towns and
consisted of » prosperous and growing middle clase, a large
working class in the expanding indusirial areas, and a relatively
high proportion of sgriculiurel workerse

The twenty years between 1860 -1880 were years of fairly
steady ecounomic prosperity during which industriesl sctivities
hac¢ multiplied, communic:tions had been extended and en urban
and gerer:lly setiled soclety had developede The whole period
between 1860-1890, though 1t showed periods of uneven ecomomic
progress, was gener:lly one of relatively full emplevment and
of rising money and real wages.

The govarnment of the state was open to a number of reforms,
but for the time, 1t wes an advanced democratic onee Much of
the legislation of the period reflected the localism of members,
but it also reflected the needs arising from chenging social
eonditions brought about by New South “ales growing prosperity,
and perticularly it mirrored the genersl interest in sccial
refor:m overseass

le &MMWMW-IM.
berras pe268, A proporticn of this number was of

middle or working class background and many had arrived or
were descended from those who had srrived in the cclony as
assisted migrants.
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The expending population of wapge earners demanded
foctory snd shop legislation while a growing middle class
population became concerned with educatiom at all levels and
with the extemsicn of civil rightg) particularly it becare
conc rned with the extemsion of the franchise which culminated
in the Franchice Act of 1804 and its provision for ome man,
one vote.

The one large area in which civil rights could most
gainfully be extended was in that affecting the status of
women and in New South Wales, as earlier in England end America,
the period immediately preceding 1880 was a time of considerable
activity in this direction,. The subject was promoted by men,
but increasin ly supported by women because the social circumstances
which produced s women's rights movement in Fngland and America
at the time were by then being dupliceated in Australia.

The reception of oversens i'ess was considerably easier
in New South Vales after the middle of the centurys. The news
and views of the other side of the world arrived regularly, and
after the comnection of the telegraph in 1872, more quickly.
English end American magazines were read and extracts from then
printed in locel pepers. Although women's main reading
natter centered around social doings, fashion,how to keep a home
well organised and a husband happy- all features of present day
publications as well - there was a sufficient number of serious
articies on the position of women and sufficient reports on the
oversea women's movement for them to be aware of what was happening
elsewhere,
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fustralisn women wanted very much to be like oversea
women, particulsrly in view of the sitgma on social life
carried over from the colony's beginnings « In time this
desire applied as equally to women whose eonvict ancestry
might have been .rovem, as to those who were newly arrived
in the eolony, or first or second generation Australian.

The sctual leaders of the New South Wales Women's Movement
were however, mainly members of the latter group and nearly
all of them came from families with social standing, cultursl
or educational achievemente or all three. They initiated most
ideas and set the lead.

To them first ,and eventually the whole of New South Vabks
feminine soclety, it was important that colonial social life
and values be organised cn 2 similar basis to those of London,
and the colony's beginnings dictated more than average care
in carrying out this plan. Almost certainly it had the backing
of a considerable number of New South Wales men as well.

Many visitors to, and settlers in, Australia described the
soclal life of the late 19th century, particularly of the cities
end their reports were similar. In OCEANIA, published in the
1880's, JeAs Froude wrote that Sydney was a settled, busy,
commereial city, with its people predominantly materialistic in
interests He found its leading citizens engaged in & busy and
often impressive round of soeial activities. Louisa Macdonald,
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who came to Australia in the same period to become Principal

of the Sydney University's Women's Ccllege, reported that
Sydney was " a small,delightful society,where everybody knew
everybody else". ?

The sociel circle, which stamped its ideas on the New
South Wales Women's Movement and from which meny of the most
significant utterances by women on their curremnt cutlock and
ideas emanated, was formed of a social coterie bounded by Government
House, the British Naval Squedron with its resident Admiral ,merbers
of the Bench, the Bar, Sydney University, the squatters and the
big landowners, and certain members of Parlisment. With very few
exceptione, most wembers of the Vomen's Moverent in New South
Walcs before the end of the 1%th cenlury moved in or near this
circle, basing their gocial life as far as possible on the social
life of upper class London, end inordinately anxious to develop
as nany similarities as possible,

The desire of the 19th century Austrslian women to belong
to 2 soclety vhich was resgtricted and conformist was merked in
New South Wales, and beesuse of the colony's early history,
somevhet more urgenily striven for there then in other states.
Nevertheless although women in South fustrelia espoused such
causes as the Boarding Oyt System and the adult suffrage, and
saw them introduced successfully there first end the women of
Victoria produced the nucleus of a militently feminist movement,

2¢ YeVs Hale 2nd A He Treweecke W g O
Withip the University of Sydney, Sydney 1953, p.ll.



besically thore was very little difference in the aimes and
ideals of women in osny part of Pustralise They all

practised participation in pubiic affairs only so far as the
rules of current Victorisn society allowed, and they tended to
conform to these rules far more strictly thsn did many women
overseas. In fact, in their decire to stress their
gimilarities with oversea societies, Australisn women missed,
or purposely ignored, a grent many of the nore radical under-
currents of feminiem both in Eurcpe and the United States.

Socisl reform in the period also represented more that
was similer to,rsthor than was dlssimilar from oversea legislation
particularly British legislation. Most reforus represented a
deterrination to bring Austrrlian colonies up to date with, and
occaS ionally in advance of, other countries « In sc far as
legal reforms affecting vomen were concerned, the New South
Vinles Government, though influenced by ‘merican ideas, set the
pace of most of its measures by the pace and arguuents of
Testruinster.

This determination to move as one with other countries is
well demonstreted in this matter of the extension of legal
rights to women, Where there were differences, these were the
rosult of local fastors, the personslities of local leaders,
and the potent fact of geographicsl isolatiocn which the exchange
of printed news and e .en the influence of oversea settlers and

visitors could not overcome.
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Coupled with the desire t¢ encourage ctrtain standards
and velues in New South VWales society, geographical isolaticn
«1so had & marked effect on the Wemen's Mcvement in the colony .
liew South Pales women grasped the idea of women's rights readily
enough, "ut not slways the larger possibilities. It is
highly probable that a freer and eagier exchange of views with
nearer overse s neighbours would have emlarged their ideas,
renoved some of their rigidity of vision and cheanged their
concept of the goals of the movement in general, many of which
linger in present day women's organisation. But distance
and the strong desire to change not the ideals of 19th century
middle claese soclety, but only some of its forms, prevented this.
Un the other hand this very limitetion of vision served to
remove much of the dsnger of the movement fror a male point of
view and certeinly contrituted to the success of the New South
Vales suffrage csmpaigne Many mem were highly sympathetic to
the 1deal of women's rights, tut in New Scuth Vales they saw no
resl denger in any of the claims made by women,

Before 1680 there was no agitation for women's rights in
New South Wales similar to agitation cverseas, Before this date
no movement as such existed in the colony, nor were there cutside
stizull in the shape of national issues or military threats to
bring it iate existence.

It yust bo remenmbered however, that while Mrs, Stanton
sad “rg, Mott in the United States were working on /inti-Slavery



canpaigns and planning their women s right convention,

New South Vales was still a convict colony vhere the most

important public considerations for hoth men =2nd women

revolved first arcund the cessation of transportatiom, and
later the possible introduction of aguatting regulations, the
establishment of municipel institutions and the cuestion of
admitting emancipists to the Legislative Council. There

was no question of grsnting legsl rights to women, espscially

vhen many were gonvicts or emancipists themselves and there

is no resl evidence thet their comperative scarecity ?:r value

as pioneers led men to value them politicelly any more highly

in = new country than in nn old ome, Yiomen immigrante w-re
pronised a grent many comforts if they wemt to Auatrslia,

but they were not promised sn extension of civil rights, nor

wags th. questicn of cne man one vote evér amended to read one

woman one vote,

Wemen's progress in other flelds in New South Wales was
not yet remarkable, In the 40's vhen Troy and Oberlin Colleges
had alresdy beem founded in the United States, the idea of higher
education for vomean wes conmented om with wonder by the SYDNEY
MORNING HERALD : end provoked epirited debete bv men in the
Schocl of Arta,

5, SYDNEY MORNING FFRALD, 7 Jsnuary 1841, There were 355,507
inhabitants in the city and surrounding country, Of thege
20,735 we'e nenand 14,774 were womens

4. Ibid.28 Januery, 1941, On 7 Janusry 1841 s letter signed

Lags" sritten in of h ti
o U T e ey ST S odentin
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During the 50's and 80's the Sydney papers when they
referred to women ot all out of the context of social events
referred briefly snd with distaste to female Chartists in
England, the place of women under the changed New York marriage
laws which, sccording to the SYDNEY MURNING HERALD " would
disgust most "nglish Parliavemtary lawyorl," asnd to women's
intermittent oversea cerpaigning for the franchise. On
29 Jenuary, 1847 the SYDNEY MORNING WERALD in its editorial
announced that it would as soon see women with the vote as some
men - =n idea put forward st the time of a projected extension
of the male franchise and considered as patently ridiculous.
The paper continued this line om 28 January, 1850 when
it reported the efforts of the Rochester VWomen's Rights
Convention as an " absurd and ridiculous proposiiion®™ and
repeated it on 20 August by printing the VEW YORK HERALD's
account of the Uhio Convention. This paper had sanounced
its support of equality 1 (the women| would cut off their
long hair ... and put on the breeches." .t much the ssme time
the SYDNEY MORNING HERALD began to reprint PUNCH's " Scenes
from the Life of an Unprotected Female" ,‘n character generally
shown as both stupid and incompetent,
5. Ibide 17 October, 1848
6+ After the paper was acquired by the Fairfax femily, women
were inclined to obtain = better press., Women members of the

fanily became leading members of s number of important
women's organisations in Sydney,



Mevertheless, the oversea actions of women, whether
trivial or otherwise, were constantly noted in Wew South
Viales papers, =nd the 50's marked the beginnings of a new
interest by women in women in New South Viales. These
expressions ranged from concern for women prisoners taken on

7
foot to loclkups by police, to requests for committees on

female education and the establishment of uminarlu.a

It wes 2lso the time of the first large scale attempt to win
wemen's support for a speciasl csuses This was the Organisation
of the Ladies' Petiticn to the Legislative Council agsinst
transportation, masterminded by Henry Parkes, who won through
it, and through his later public utterances on the extension
of the franchise, his reputation as the champion of the women's
cause,

The question of the franchise actuslly gained scme support
during this decade, bringing forth an increasing number of
letters to the papers snd on cne occasion at least, = remarkably
objo:tivo editorial from ‘tho SYDNEY MORNING WERALD which stated
that [.o long =28 women themselves allow their rights as members
of society to be regulated by the sex which has ha"nuu
depressed them, thingg will go much as they are ...]9
7. SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, 26 September, 1851
8¢ Ibid, 16 October, 1853

9« Ibid. 14 August, 1858



LEGAL REFORM

But the frct that things did change in New Scuth Wales
was almost wholly the result of the laws passed in the
Imperial Parliament. New South VWales Parlismenterians were
very cautious radicals as far ss social reform for women was
concerned- en area in vhich there was no immediate danger of
extreme agitation. They were not wholehearted followers of
the Fnglish example, but they were obedient, or tied to be.

The prelude to the New South Wales reform of the divorce
laws was embodied in the Roysl Instructions to the Governor-
General in 1851, He was informed that he was "not to propose
or assent tc any Act whatever for the divorce of persons joined
together in holy matrimony" ,10 but with the change of views in
Fngland and the passege of the English Divorce Act, coples of
vhich were forwarded to Australia, the Cclonial Governments
were informed that Her Majesty's Government regarded the subject
a8 being within the genersl class of internsl affairs which it
was the duty and right of a free colonial legislature to regulate.
In Victoria and South fustralis similar Acts were passed
relatively quieckly, but a Bill introduced in the New Scuth Wales
Legislative Agsembly in September 186l ran into immediate trouble
as did every proposed Bill and amendment for the next 50 years.

This Bill, like subsequent ones, was not gemerally supported
publicly or at least commented on by women. It arcused bitter

10 Ibid 31 January, 1853
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Church antagonism, and brought forth a flock of petitions

against 1it. It had however, some firm supporters, who

once rallied, were prepered toc go further than the English

Act in establishing causes for divorce, equating for example,

drunkenness with cruelty snd including the ground, valid in

gsome ‘merican states, of incompatability of temperament. The

nore radical Scottish divorce laws were also quotod.u

Mogt amendments, hovever, were lost in committee, and the

P11l instead of incorporating the best from all countries,

finally emerged ag = close copy of the English 2ct containing

nothing particularly new or advanceds It vas defented at

its various appearences in the Upper Fouse in 1861, 1866, 1870

and 1871, and did not become law until 18738, Almost immediately

it became the subject of attempted and necessary smendment.
Under this Act, 2 man could obtain a divorece on the grounds

of adultery. A wife was obliged to prove adultery, and in

addition incest, or bigamy or rape or sodomy or bestiality or

cruelty or desertion for two years without reascnable cause.

The Act did,however, establish the debt of alimony end the positicn

of a wife as feme sole with respect to property which she might

acquire or which might develve on her, She could dispose of such

property in her own right. In the next half century suecessful

smendments both clarified procedure to be followed and extended

the grounds of divoree for both sexes.

11, Quoted by Mr., later Sir John Hay in particular.



43
Uther Agts on Englirh models passed more quickly

end without on ositiicn, The first Custedy of Infants fct
12
in 1875, which allowed a mother access to infants

subject to certein Ccurt Urders, snd in some cazes gave

their eontrol to hor followed two yenrs after the English

hete The more controversial Marriage with a Deceased
Vife's Sister Act was passed the same year, In 1878
Victoris and South fustrslia had passed similar marriage

acts close on the heels of the English Act,but the New

South Wales Upper House was still debating it in 1874,
opposing the amendment to sllow marraige with a decesped
husband's brother bogause in th words of Sir ¥Willisw Manning,

sseait would be hetter not to rush shead of the

decisions of the House of Commons and those of

the legislatures of other ‘ustrslisn coclonles.
13

12, Vomen and children were affected by some earlier
legielation, Deserted Wives and Children's Acts in
1640 and 1858 had provided for = wife to be paid
naintenance allowances.

1%, Sir ¥illiom Manning was partly sympathetic towards
extension of grounds for divorge for women and was
tenpted to approves The fact that England had not
given the lead, sn? because he did not believe it helned
them, caused him to vote against the Bill, Sir Alfred
Stephen, who was later to direet sn slmost 20 year
struggle for more liberal amendments, voted agsinst
the Bill in 1875 on the grounds that adultery in a man
was wrong norally, bul not socislly.



The passage of these Aets, which in two cases at
least, benefitted men ns much as women, were wholly

dependent on “nglish exsmple and owed nothing at all to
14
so-called advanced colonial thinking. In fact the

New South Wales Upper House represented feelings far more
conservative than those of the Hcuse of Lords in England.
The Legislative Council gave in reluctantly al ays ; in the
case of the Married Women's Property Act, based on English

law, it took from 1871 to 1879 tco steer the Bill through
15
both Houses.

This was the first major Act to give a married woman
some control over h r personal property, The Deserted Vives
and Children's Acts had afforded scme relief and the 1876
Married Women's Revisionsary ‘¢t had allowed a wife to dispose

of her own or her husband's future or revisicnary interests
in her pesonal estate

14, The imitative cuality of fustralisn soclety frequently
impressed itself om oversea visitors. Jessie Ackerman,
who first visited fustrslia for the Women's Christian
Terperagce Union in the 1880's, wrote in

W ) London and New York, 1913, p.2,
"4 lack of originality, indeed, is the most striking
characteristic of the people as s whole, They are
almost destitute of this form of genius."

15. In contrast, a minor Bill such as the Married Women's
Revisionary Interests and Personal Estate Bill, also a
copy of the English et and introduced in Victoria, passed
in the New South Wales Parliswent with little opposition,
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The 1879 Act went much further by establishing eight
classes of separate property to which a wife was entitled.
These were: rents; profits of any estate freehold to which
she became entitled; personmal propcrty under a deed or will;
wages or earning:; Savings Bank deposits; fully paid up shares,
debentures or stocks; claims allowable on Friendly “ccieties;
and insurance policies and property belonging to her before
parriage. There were still limitations snd future icts were
designed to overcome these.

Unexpected caution and a remarkable degree of conservatism
delayed the ressage of these early reforms in New South Vales.
Un the other hand the defesat of the Contagious Diseases Bill
designed to deal with the suppression of prostitution and
control of venereal diseas in New South Wales, owed its delay,
but not ite final defeat, to an organised opposition and some
fortunste postponements. It became a2 dead issue only when a
similar fate befell the guestion in Inglend. VWhile it was a
public issue however, it illustrated some intereating peints,
namely, the comparative readiness of the New South VWales Assembly
to follow English example in the matter of restrictive legislation,
and the absence of vocal interest at this point in time, on the
part of women on a topiec which was likely to affect them.

The English Contagious Diseases Acts were a cause celébre
in ingieu? for a number of years before they were openly discussed
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in Australia, and it was towards the end of the 19th Century
before lustralisn women gave any great indieation of being

aw-re of their history and implications, The English

neasures were an attempt by the House of Commons to deal with
the ever-present cquestion of prostitution and the spread of
venereal disease in naval and military districte. It 444
this by pessing = series of fcts, the first of which appeared
in 1864, named misleadingly after those applying to contagious
diseases in animsls. It was believed that some members voted
for the Bill under the impressi n that this was indeed what
they vere. In any case, there wss little opposition.
fhen passed, the Acts provided for the compulsory medical
exsninstion of suspected prostitutes in 2 number of specified
military and naval distriets eand empowered poclicemen to name
women sus ected of operating as prostitutes in them. Suspects
were asked to sign a voluntary sulmission declaring themseclves
willing to undergo examination, and if they refused, could be
summoned before a magistrate who could order the examination.
If they failed to arpear they could be put in prisom; if they
were proved diseased they were put in hospital, No appeal was
allowed and no examinations were demanded of men contacts.
During the tenure of the Acts there were many abuses.

The reported injustices to the imnocent, coupled with the
general question of the soelal aspects of prostitution, rallied
sympathy for women from sometimes entirely unexpected guarters.
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Mrs, Butler, the wife of a Church of England Cancn who
becsme the most eclosely connected of all women with the fight
to repeal the ‘cts and to deal more effectively with prostitution.,
directed the opposition for twenty years in "ngland and, until
her death, on the Continent ss well, ©he never quite overcame
the genuine surprise of many that she had allowed a charitable
impulse to develop into a campaign with such unsavoury overtones.
Mrs, Butler's reasons were based on deep compassion, deeply
held religious convictions and s constantly growing, though
seeringly not fanatical desire, to sdvance the standing of every
womane The general one-sidedness of the Acts alarmed her,
as it was to alarm women for many years to come when similar
legislation was mom'.od.ls

For these reasons, Mrs. Butler wom early support from
working class women, who were the first to be suspected in the
districts named in the Agts, though in time the movement became
highly influential and enjoyed the support of most of the libersl
thinkers of Inglande  Mrs. Butler was summoned as the only
16, Vida Goldstein in her Victorisn paper, W

Yomen g Voice,
concentrates heavily on the question and it was raised
at most women's conventions in fustralis in the early

1900's. See also LM%M New South VWales in
1911 af'ter the passage of the soners Detention Act.
This wes in effect a Contagious Diseases /ct applying to

prisoners slready in custody, but later legislation
aprlying to non-prisoners contained meny safeguards.



woman witness at the Royml Commission ealled finally to
investigate the Agte, and there is reascn to believe that
her carefully concidered views, not only on this matter,
but on allied subjects including the raising of the age of
consent, responsibility for illegitimate childremn and
solicitation, influenced the framers of later laws on these
subjects as well,

Before 1870 the existence of the English Acts was hardly
mentioned inside or ocutside the New South Wales Parlisment,
and the newspapers discussed them briefly only when agitation
for repeal was reported in Englands Prostitution in New South
Wales was a problem ng old as the colony, tut most attempts teo
deal with it had taken the form of prevention by means of
provision of refuges for vanonn end the earnest and ususlly
vocal endeavours of public morals associations, The problem
was chronie, tut not acute, and thore is no evidence that any
official action would have been contemplated at the time if the
pagsage of the English Acts had not been followed by a request

18
that they be introduced in & similar form in the colonies.

17, There were occasional letters to the paper sbout more
institutions 'ut they we e widely spaced. For exsmple, the
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD on 5 May, 1859 and 26 October, 1866
both contained letters. Colonial institutions by then ranged
from the Female Convict Factory of 1822 to the Femasle

Refuge Asylum of 1858,

18¢ It was discussed in th SYDNEY MORNINC HERALD on 21 March and
2 April, 1870, On 23 Pebrusry, 1876 he matter gained wider
publicity when the paper reported that the Inspector-Ceneral
had revealed that there were 270 known prostitutes in Sydney.
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(ueensland and Tasmenia did in fact do this; Victoria
end South Australia did not. New South Vales followed
its usual ccurse of reluctantly following mgventionlm, but
the Bill, when it a peared in 1875, ran intoc small scale but
organised cpposition.

It was introduced by James Farnell, and immediately
challenged by Henry Parkes. Parkes was a convinced opponent
vhose eloquence wag hadly needed as support for the Bill grew.
He was well informed about Mrs. Sytler's campaign and in personal
touch with her, sanguinely promising her that she could cesse
worrying about the possibi ity of the Bill being passed in New
South "ales, As it happened, he was very nearly proved wrong.

Parkes'correspondence with Mrs. Butler began at the time
of the introduction of Farnell's first Bill, FHe claimed that
there was no di'cussion before 1875 and the introduction was a
complete surprise to him. Farnell he described as a

_well meening, conscientious man (who ) .ee
sees himself as a soclal reformer .
20

19, Henry Parkes was Colonial Secretary when the original request
to pass legisletion arrived in 1866, He had deliberately
ignored it, but Jawes Farnell had taken up the matter.

20¢ Henry Parkes to Mrs. Jesephine Butler, 8 May, 1876,
Parkes Correspondence, Vol.45, pp.519-29, Mitchell Library

Sydney.
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He apked “rs. Butler in the course of his correspondence
for further information and literature about the subjeect and
particularly for facts proving "hygenic failure of all
legislative enactments, police regulations on the subject.” .
He was not in favour of a depot for the sale of publications
about the matter in view of his belief " that the less the young
cormunit’ knew of the subject the better,” . Parkes may
have beea reflecting a general repugnance, echoed Yy the
almost total newspaper silencee

Betwsen 1875 and 1882 the Bill made a number of appearances,
and despite Parkes ' opoosition, genersllv succeeded in raising
a majority in the Lower House. Its apologists were both
anaxious to do as the Imperisl Parlisment requested and earnestly
convinced that they had been shown en excellent method of
controlling the evil, In the long rum the Bill owed its
defeat to a2 number of factors: influential opposition, the
fortunate lapsing of the Bill in the Lower House, the discoclution
of Parlisment, and finally the repeal of the English Actse.

The effects in New South Wales of Mrs, Butler's twenty
year campeign were thus both direct and indirect, As far as
her views =ffected later legislation in England, they certainly
indirectiy affected the imitative social legislation concerning
women in New South VWales as well, But as far as the actual

2le Ibid,
22 Ibid.
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passing and repeal of the lanws themselves were eoncerned,

her influence was far wore direct and irmediate, News of
their repeal, for example, effectively stopped the persistent
agitation for gimilar lawg in New South Wales; thereafter their
only convinced suprorters were members of the recently formed
New South Wales Socisl Purity League.

The ganerzl sttitude of Members of Parlisment to cuestions
concerning women was varied snd personal, Intensely liberal
on some pointe, many could prove remarkably conse-vative on
others, Parkes, for example, fought the Contagious Diseases
Bill and introduced the first women's suffrage resolution but
he appeared to have disapproved violently of other liberal
legislation. He opposed the Divorce Acts, seying in 1570
that women should meke the best of their marrisges, snd he showed
e lively fear of /American- inspired amendments. 8ir William
Manning, who voted against the Diverce Pill , was nevertheless
in favour of higher education for women, while David Buchenan,
& firm upholder of liberal divorece laws, was not in faveur of
the franchise extension. 3ir Arthur Remwick, who sponsored
factory legislation to improve the working conditions of women,
became a long~-time opponent of women's suffrage., Sir ¥Willism
Manning was influenced by his standing in University eircles.
David Buchanan vas an admirer of the Scottish divorce laws and
8ir Arthur Benwick, as s doctor, was concerned with the effect of
working conditions on women's health,
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Similer inconsistencies charscterised other Parlismentarians
of the period, There was no party or faction line-up for or
agerinat legisletion affecting women and no government stood

28
or fell on ite ettitude to them,

CONCLUSION
By 1880 = number of important measures had become law in
llew South Wales which considerably improved the legal status
of womens. fiomen themselves had played almost no part in
agit ating for the passsge of any of these measures. The Acts
were passed almost solely because of oversezs example and
because the Imperial Governmemt had signified that such Acts
ghould be considered, In many cases New South ¥Wales displayed
e greater reluctance to introduce more liberal legislation than
other Australian states and s far greater degree of conservatism
Hevertheless, by 1880 New South Wales women were enjoying many
of the gsme legal privileges as their sisters overseas and many
had become aware of this improved status. From this point the
extent of women's active participation inm much public life in
New South Wales became greatly accelerated,
23, Many Parlismenterians who supported one aspect or snother
of this legisletion had wives agtive in pablic affairs.
Sir John Hay, Sir Alfred Stephen, Sir ¥illiam Mamning,

S8ir Willism Vindeyer, all championed various csuses and
their wives served on various cormittees,





