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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

CONCLUSION

Throughout Marcellin Champagnat's strenuous life many people

felt it incumbent upon them either to give him generous support or to

oppose him strongly. How are we to judge the true worth of his life

on earth? We have been conducting a critical historical examination

of what were considered to be the most important items concerning the

man and the work he undertook. Yet for a valid judgment of his whole

life, the following additional facets should, I feel, be known.

Back in his seminary days he had planned to found a congregation

of religious Brothers to teach the largely neglected country children.

He succeeded; yet this was at a time in France when there were movements

favourable for such a foundation. For instance, the Revolution had

failed in regard to education.

"8e6oAe the Revotution there were pAimaAy 4chooa

almort eveAywhete 	 Att that ha's dizappeaAed." (1)

Likewise, the condition of the young people meant that the Catholic

Church was likely to support such a movement.

"The chitdAen axe without any idea o6 the Divinity,

oft any notion o6 juist on unjurt,... o6 witd and

uncivitized mannenz." (2)

This was allied to a general desire for the return of the religious

Brothers and Sisters to the schools.

1. Report presented by Chaptal, Minister of the Interior, to the

Council of State (18 brumaire an IX), Dictionnaire Buisson, p. 1,111.
2. Report by the Prefect of Ain to the General Council, Year VIII.
(Albert Babeau, L'ecole de village pendant la Revolution, Paris, 1881,
pp. 246, 247.)
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"It L nece6saAy to new-el On the inistAuction o6

the chadken o6 both icxe's the ButheAs ... and

S.bsteA)5 	 " (3)

Before Marcellin had been ordained, in 1816, it was a fact that

both the Brothers and Sisters had restarted, at least in those societies

that had survived the Revolution, to regroup and continue their work

in education as far as they could and as local conditions allowed. (4)

In fact, in 1800, eight new societies of religious teachers had been

founded after 6th November when negotiations had commenced between

Napoleon and Rome for a Concordat, though seven of these were of

religious Sisters. (5) In a way, we might say, Napoleon had been

preparing the way for work such as Marcellin's by his attitude towards

religious schools. In August 1805 he had declared at Fourcroy:

"The Godte46 man I have seen at wwth ,i.nce 1793 ...
I have had enough cq him 	  No, no, to Ovim man
such ass we want him, I wilt take my stand with God." (6)

On 21st May 1806, the Emperor remarked at the Council of State:

"... I don't agnee with that kind o6 6anaticism

against the Buthens, Lt 4.4 absaute pnejudi.ce.
Ftom att 4ide's peopte demand the y. Ae-estabtishment;
thiz genekat ctamouA 6(166icientty pAoveis theiA

wsqueneA6." (7)

Finally, Napoleon's sentiments were expressed forthrightly by his

words to the effect that he "preferred to see the children in the

hands of a monk who knew nothing else but his Catechism, than in

those of a half-baked savant who has no foundation for morality". (8)

3. Report of Prefect of Pas-de-Calais to General Council, Year IX,
(G. Rigault, Histoire Generale de 1'Institut des Freres des Ecoles 
Chretiennes, Vol. 3, "La Revoltion Frangaise", 1940, pp. 446, 447.)

4. —P. Zind, Les Nouvelles Congregations de Freres Enseignants en 
France de 1800 a 1830, St. Genis-Laval, 1969, p. 49
57-- 'bid, p. Z-19.

6. M. Gontard, L'enseignement primaire en France de la Revolution a 
la loi CUizot (1789-1533). Des petites ecoles de la monarchie d'ancien 
regime aux ecoles primaires de la monarchie bourgeoise, Paris, 1959, p. 236.
7. -- Rigault, op. cit., Vol. 4, p. 102.
8. A. Latreille, Le catechisme imperial de 1806, Paris, 1935, p. 19.
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Then again, although the University, under Napoleon, was

theoretically in control of the education system after 1808, (9) this

imperial university's general inspectors had given instructions to the

Rectors of the Academies at Rennes, Angers, Toulouse and Montpellier

in both 1812 and 1813 that, "In the whole of France wherever there

are De La Salle Brothers, they will be introduced in preference to

all others". (10) In fact, there was a great multiplicity of

religious teaching groups, both new and re-formed, in every Mpartement

of France. (11) In 1803 the De La Salle Brothers were legally authorised

to re-start their work of religious education. In 1815 a Royal

Ordinance made primary teaching compulsory, (12) whilst in 1816 religious

congregations were authorised to conduct schools. (13) Hence, whilst

Marcellin was attempting to develop his Institute before the 1830 July

Revolution, progress of religious teaching groups in France was both

rapid and general. For instance, by the year 1830, the De La Salle

Brothers numbered 1,420 and they conducted 350 schools in which were

being educated 87,000 pupils. Then again the new groups of "Little

Brothers" numbered 950 and conducted 280 schools with 30,000 children. (14)

Other factors of this period that would have favoured Marcellin's

new Institute that he put under the patronage of Our Lady were fairly

numerous. For instance, King Louis XVIII had re-dedicated the French

nation to Mary. As Daniel-Rops noted in his work l'Eglise des Revolutions,

there was a resurgence in the Catholic Church after 1815. For instance,

the great expansion in the numbers and the activities of both priests

and religious was helped by an increase in the budget for Worship from

18 millions of francs in 1815 to 49 millions in 1828. By 1828 ordinations

to the priesthood had reached 3,000 per annum. Generous donations to

9. A. Cobban, A History of Modern France, Middlesex, 2nd Edition,
1965, p. 34.
10. A. Rendu, De l'instruction publique et particuliérement des 
Ecoles Chr6tiennes, Paris, 1819, Vol. 2, pp.-469C470.
IT.	 P. Lind, op. cit., pp. 619-640.
12. This was decreed on 7th November 1815. (Ibid, p. 624)

13. We must remember that, throughout Marcellin's life-time, his
Institute of Brothers was never given official recognition as a Catholic
Church Religious Congregation by Rome.
14. P. Zind, op. cit., p. 640.
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help religious education were numerous. (15)

Yet, whilst recognising such favourable factors, one must

keep in mind that Marcellin had to struggle against inordinate

opposition when he was simply trying to make available to poor,

neglected country children what he knew so many French people considered

to be social justice. Br. Jean-Baptiste made mention of the fact,

in his original Vie de Joseph-Benolt-Marcellin Champagnat in 1856, (16)

that the young, newly-ordained Champagnat was sent to work in the

Parish of Lavalla where the Parish Priest "worshipped the bottle". (17)

He also mentioned the former De La Salle Brother, whom Marcellin

had managed to have assist the new young Brothers in teaching methods,

had to be dismissed by Marcellin because of his unchristian life. (18)

Br. Jean-Baptiste was strongly criticized for having such matters

printed, (19) but for people today such information must surely reveal

to us vividly what a stong personality Marcellin Champagnat must have

had.

Perhaps the example of his father during the Revolution impelled

Marcellin in his thrust to help the poor and underprivileged. The

people of Marlhes showed on several occasions that they wanted Jean-

Baptiste Champagnat to remain as their leader in the various and

often conflicting phases of the revolutionary ' years. Likewise,

the Marist Brothers from 1817 till 1840 never wanted any other leader.

At times he could be most firm, (20) but then again he was prepared to

go to great lengths to help people in need. Many such events have

been related above; but let us add one more. The relater is Br. Jean-

Baptiste: (21)

15. D. Rops, l"Eglise des Revolutions, Paris, 1960, pp. 246-259.
16. Which, because of strong protests from the Superior-General of
the Marist Fathers against three of its items (as mentioned in Chapter
Five above), was hastily edited and reprinted. Very few copies of the
original Vie exist today.
17. Recorded in Chapter Five above.
18. Cf. Chapter Five.

19. Ibid.

20. Cf. Chapter Eight above, for example, regarding the stockings issue.

21. Since he wrote this at a time when many Brothers would have been

living who would have knowledge of such events, we can be confident that

this event real ly happened.
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"Once, a numbet o .6 Bnothenis attived (22) on a tainy

day du/Ling the vacationz. Az they tequited to change,

the Fathet sent 4on Bnothen Pnocunatot, (23) who

happened to be out at the time, and had the lacy o4

the wand/Lobe with him. Fathers Champagnat, 4impatient

to ptocute. com4ont PA hL chadten, zeized a toot,

butzt open the doors o4 the wand/Lobe, and ,supptied

them with -Linen and ctothe." (24)

Champagnat strove to found his Institute in a remote and, in

general, poverty-stricken area of France. Most of hi,s first recruits

as future teachers were illiterate themselves. After hazardous

beginnings when he met strong opposition from his Parish Priest and

discovered that his first teacher-instructor was a person of such

waywardness in character that it was necessary to send the first

Brothers to various hamlets to remove them from his influence,

Marcellin was threatened by Vicar-General Bochard with interdict if

he did not join his Brothers to Bochard's congregation. Moreover,

Champagnat had undertaken a large amount of manual work himself so

as to improve the conditions for the members of his Institute. He

found this necessary, in spite of the fact that all the priests in

his diocese had been informed by a circular from their Vicars-General

that such work was beneath the di g nity of the station-in-life of

priesthood. Achievement from the Depths is, therefore, an appropriate

title for this thesis.

For any who may still doubt the title's aptnes, let us consider
something else not previously mentioned. We know that one of the most

bitter disappointments for Marcellin was his failure c gain government

authorisation for his Brothers to teach. Father Jean-Claude Colin

(Founder of the Marist Fathers) once remarked to Bishop de Frayssinous:

22. i.e. at the Hermitage.

23. i.e. the Brother in charge o f the buying of goods for the Brothers

at the Hermitage - particularly food and clotning.

24. Fr. Jean-Baptiste, VIE, Vol. 2, Lyons, 1856, 0 226.
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"A piuLezt who ways intekuted Ln °an wotk, tad me

that what had hanmed Champagnat at Patin ways hi4

ptainneA6 (25) and a6tet having ohmed him,

one would say: 'He iz indeed a coukageows man,

but everything about him Ls o6 the countky (26)

and he tach the elegant 6o/Lmatitie that are
'at/stoma/1y -1n Paitiz i ; and thus pniat liett that

to obtain thing Ln PaAiis it ways eimentiat onty

to 4end men who had been tkained in the

accepted pkocedunm." (27)

Champagnat indeed was down-to-earth; perhaps unaccepted in

sophisticated circles, but with such energy and forthrightness in

seeking what he thought should be done that, even after the terrible

year of 1826, his four letters of May 1827, written to the four most

powerful and influential church leaders in his diocese, (28)

actually bore fruit and help was again given to him for what so many

had been proclaiming a lost cause. Yes, at this period his whole

work seemed to have struck rock-bottom, but he had yet again brought

about a renewal of hope. Surely this was achievement from the depths

in a most remarkable fashion. One needs to recall that in 1830,

Marcellin's Institute was already expanding more rapidly than any

of the numerous other congregations of teaching Brothers in France

except for the Brothers of Christian Instruction of Plarmel and the

Brothers of Saint-Joseph du Mans. (29) In 1830, Marcellin's

Institute had 17 establishments, over a hundred Brothers, with about

25. The French word is "simplicitê", but the English word "simplicity"
denotes a somewhat different meaning. Perhaps the word straightforwardness"
is closer to the French expression.
26. Perhaps the Australian colloquial term "country bumpkin" could,
with limits, be applied here.
27. Archives generales des peres maristes, "Entrevue de Jean-Claude

Colin avec Mgr Frayssinous, Rêcit familier du P. Colin a ses confreres,
1, 24-26, ecr. Dupuy. (Luillet 1838).
28. See above in Chapter Eight. Two were definitely the most powerful,
whilst the other two had the ability to exert the greatest influence for

his cause.
29. Information gathered from a personal talk with n icrre Zind at

Macon on 28th December 1981.
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1,200 pupils and already ranked about fourth largest of the fourteen

congregations of teaching Brothers in France that were still

functioning in 1830. (30)

On the death of Father Champagnat his . Institute had forty-eight

establishments, (31) On the resignation of its first "Brother Director

General" (Brother Francois) in 1860, there were 2,086 Brothers, in 379.

schools, instructing more than 50,000 pupils. (32) The government

authorisation problem was to a great extent overcome when Fr.

Mazelier's small but authorised group of Brothers joined the Marist

Brothers in 1842. However, this authorisation was extended to the

Departement of Loire alone. (33) It was not until 20th June 1851

that his Institute was granted, by the French Government, authorisation

to teach anywhere in France. (34) Marcellin's wish that his Institute

of Brothers would eventually form a section of a large Society of

Mary recognised by Rome never eventuated. Nevertheless, Rome gave

official sanction to his life's work when, on 9th January 1863, Pope

Pius IX proclaimed papal recognition of the Institute of the Marist

Brothers. (35)

The Catholic Church granted much higher recognition of Marcellin

when, in 1955, the Pope officially proclaimed him "Blessed Marcellin

Champagnat", something which was done only after fifty years of

investigation into his life by Rome. (36) The Pope's beatification

30. 1830: De La Salle Brothers (in France) numbered 1,420 teaching
86,998 pupils in 380 schools.

Far behind, but the next in size were The Little Brothers of
Jean-Marie de La Mennais in Brittany and, in the South-West and North-
East, the Brothers of Mary of Chaminade.

Six other congregations, roughly the same in size, came next and
one of these was Champagnat's Marist Brothers. Omitting the De La
Salle Brothers, there were 950 Brothers teaching in 281 primary schools
where they were instructing about 30,000 children. (P. Zind, op. cit.,
pp. 470,471).

31. In all, 53 establishments had been founded by Marcellin; but 5 had
been closed. (G. Michel, Chronologie de l'Institut des Freres Maristes 
des Ecoles, Rome, 1976, p. 88.
32. Anonymous, Our Models in Religion, Grugliasco (Italy), 1936, p. 425.
33. The three Departements in the south - DrOme, Ardeche and Hautes-
Alpes - still retained the authorisation. (Br. Avit, Annales de l'Institut,
1884-1892, (FMS Archives), p. 258.
34. Bulletin des lois de la Republique frangaise, 8. No. 414, p. 72.

(Archives N-ationales)
35. Circulaire du F. Louis-Marie, St. Genis-Laval, 2 Fevrier 1863.
(FMS Archives, Rome) and CircuTaires des Superieurs Generaux de l'Institut 

des Petits Freres de MariiTT5T7-111-—(1860-1869), Lyons, 1914, pp. 129-158.
36. In-1903 the Sacred Congregation of Rites in Rome (on 12th February)
recognised the validity of further research into the life of Marcellin
Champagnat who, henceforth, was declared "Venerable" in the Catholic Church
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The main Chapel at Notre Dame de l'Hermitage.

The side-chapel, or shrine, at the Hermitage where
the remains of Marcell in	 aChrrmagnat' s body are kept,
in the reliquary above the attar.
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of a person signifies to Catholics that that person is in heaven and

official prayers may be offered to that person; it also permits his

relics to be placed on an altar in a new chapel at the Hermitage and

this altar (officially a shrine) is still visited by large numbers of

pilgrims, especially on Sundays. Numerous donations from Marist centres

around the world (37) enabled the erection of a chapel, built in

honour of Blessed Marcellin Champagnat, at Le Rozey, the place of his

birth.

National bodies in the secular world were also paying him

tribute. In 1947, the Government of Brazil (where over a thousand

Marist Brothers were then teaching, signifying great expansion since

their Institute's first arrival in that country in 1897) produced a

special stamp, with the effigy of Marcellin Champagnat, in honour of

the 50th anniversary of their arrival in that nation. In 1955, after

Champagnat's Beatification at Rome on 20th May, Rome named a large

square in his honour, "Piazzale Champagnat", in the prestigious E.U.R.

section of Rome. (38) At the same time several towns in Brazil (such

as Rio de Janeiro and Porto Alegre) named streets and even avenues

"Marcellin Champagnat"; whilst in Spain, a Marcellin Champagnat street

was so-named in Madrid. Yet nothing of such nature had yet been done

in France, his homeland!

In 1978, when President Giscard d'Estaing made a visit to

Brazil and, in the course of one of his speeches on cultural exchanges,

had made no mention of Marcellin Champagnat (and this in a country

where so many streets and avenues were named after him), a certain

37. In 1955 the Marist Brothers had established scls in 75 countries.
(G. Michel, Chronologie de l'Institut des Freres Mari.  ..s des Ecoles, Rome,
1976, p. 261.)
38. Mussolini had been planning, to take place in 1942, the "Exposizione
Universale di Roma". A large, partly-built construction planned for
Italy's Department of Agriculture and Forestry was, after the war,
bought"for a song" by the Marist Brothers and this is where they then
constructed the Institute's General House.
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The church erected at Le Rozey, with contributions
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from Marist Brothers all over the world, after the
Beatification of Fr Marcellin Champagnat by the
Pope at Rome in 1955. Note the old Champagnat
family house in the right background, with the blue
sign (shown close-up in a previous photo).

A street in Lavalla renamed Rue Marcellin
Champagnat on the 25th anniversary of his
Beatification at Rome. (6th June 1981)
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Madame Jeanne de Recqueville (39) was astounded by this oversight.

This lady had never heard of Marcellin Champagnat until about twenty-

five years ago when she became aware of him, not by anything in France,

but by reading about him in Brazil-French newspapers. Aware

of the influence spread to other countries by Champagnat, she commenced

a prolonged struggle (40) with authorities in both the French Government

and the Paris Municipal Council. Eventually, Mr. Jacques Chirac,

Mayor of Paris, agreed that something should be done along the lines

suggested by her. Thus, the Municipal Council of Paris accepted the

motion put before it by the Mayor and consented to the re-naming of

a square in Paris in honour of Fr. M. Champagnat.

39. Mme.. Jeanne de Recqueville, among her honoured titles (1982)
is Foundation President of the "Association for Historical Theatre",
Secretary of the "Society of Men of Letters of France",, Honorary
Citizen of Castellaneta, Italy (*); whilst she has received one of
the highest literary awards in France - e.g. she gained the "Premier
Grand Prix Litteraire du Salon de l'Enfance" in France in 1953.
*This was in recognition of her spirited defence of the Italian film
star of the 1920s, Rudolph Valentino (died New York 1928) who was
born in this town. He had been calumniated and ridiculed after his
death, Madame de Recqueville defended his case in a convincing article
in his favour in "France-Empire": she received this honour on 24th
August 1981.
40. This Lady has corresponded with this author and the story of
her struggles is worthy of a book in its own right. Like Champagnat,
she was not deterred by repeated rebuffs, but continued on until her
object was achieved. Let one small portion of her struggle be mentioned:
when nothing was done in Paris, capital of the land of his birth, life

and work, after Champagnat's Beatification in 1955, she wrote to the
Editor of the New Observer about the matter (especially since other
countries such as Italy, Spain and Brazil had named parts of their
countries after him). The Editor thanked her, but suggested that
perhaps the President himself knew nothing of this Marcellin Champagnat,
and that she should approach the Mayor of Paris on the matter. When
the Pope visited France in April 1980, she wrote to the Mayor suggesting
a street in Paris be named after Champagnat. The Paris Council
replied, citing a host of difficulties that such a change would
occasion for the residents of the area - changes of address on
stationery, on all manner of business and legal documents, confusion
for the postal service, etc. Nothing daunted, she continued to wage
a real crusade for the rightful recognition of Champagnat by the Paris
newspapers until, at length, the Mayor of Paris - Mr Jacques Chirac,
decided to use his influence on her behalf.



Above photo, taken on the day of the official naming
of the Place du Pere Marcellin Champagnat in Paris
(24th October 1981),shows Br Quentin Duffy (Vicar-
General of the Marist Brothers) - left, with Monsieur
C. M. Taittinger (a former Minister of State and then
a member of the Municipal Council of Paris) - right.

Another view of the Place du Pere Marcellin
Champagnat on 24th October 1981.
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On 24th October 1981, the city of Paris ceremoniously named

a square in the prestigious 16th arrondissement: "Place du Pere Marcellin

Champagnat". The location of this Place was well chosen: it adjoins

two fine churches consecrated to Our Lady, and the street leading

to it recalls one of her most beautiful privileges (at least in

Catholic belief): the Annunciation. (41) Mr. Guyot, Prefect of

Paris, addressed the gathering of about two hundred people gathered

from France, Spain, Belgium and Great Britain, and spoke words of

gratitude for the work of Champagnat and his Brothers. The Vicar-

General of the Marist Brothers, Br. Quentin Duffy of Australia,

delivered the occasional address: (42) one paragraph of which might

be quoted here:

"Phyicatty he wa<s a man o4 the mountain/3, 6otid and
tenaciouA, with that quiet At/Length which vs never
ptecipitate but which pe/LAeveneA. HiA peasant migin
had tekt him with a AenAe o4 the neat, a 6oundre/m
o4 judgment, an abitity to be ctoAe to peopte and
to thingA. HiA Whet, CouncittoA. o4 the commune and
potiticatty a man o4 the Revotution, did not 4ind
a 4etvent imitatot in hiis -son, 4on the tattut ways
more taken up with the pen/son than with the potiticat
view's had, and te6u.sed to take any pate in paiticis
in outek to make himet4 more acceAAibte to everyone,
and in paAticutaA to the weak eist. Among the tatteA,

hits heard went out in a oeciat way to the young,
whom he undeutood and coweid attAact, thanks -to
innate pedagogicat t eilse." (43)

41. Those who wish to find the square should take the Metro, Nation-
Etoile line, to Passy Station. On leaving the station, go straight
ahead up a slight incline till you come to a multiple crossroads, the
Place Costa Rica. Here go left along the rue Raynouard till you reach
the rue de l'Annonciation, turn right, and you will find the "Place
du Pere Marcellin Champagnat" on your right between numbers 6 and 10.

42. Which had been prepared by the Secretary-General of the Marist
Brothers, the Frenchman (from Alsace) Brother Paul Sester, but who
was unable to attend because of illness.
43. FMS, No. 49 (Nov.-Dec. 1981), p. 729
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The year 6th June 1980 - 6th June 1981 was regarded as a special

"Champagnat Year" for the Marist Brothers, honouring the 25th anniversary

of their founder's Beatification by the Pope. The Municipal Council

of Lavalla, on 6th June 1981, named one street "Rue Marcellin

Champagnat" and also unveiled a large statue of Marcellin Champagnat

and Gabriel Rival (the Lavalla boy who had become the first brother-

Superior-General) in a prominent part of the town. The present Superior

General, Brother Basilio Rueda (Mexican-born) attended both this

function and a further one at Marlhes that same day. In both places

he delivered the occasional address and included in his words on

Champagnat were:

"... He tet the /teat (44) 4peak what the /teat

wanted to say ... He knew how to aAouise the
young peopte to become witting cottaboitatou
in an impazzioned adventake..." (45)

At Lavalla, the Mayor (46) thanked him and added:

"I am convinced theke	 a giant Aeeping in the.
heaAt cab each puoon. We need someone with couitage
Ito awaken. him in °Aden_ to titanqoAm ouit Zivet)." (41)

It has often been said: "No one us a ptophet in h s own couittAll."

Perhaps the final words written by Br. Paul Sester for the occasional

address given in Paris at the "Place du Pere Marcellin Champagnat"

are worth noting:

"The	 pitmence oA a man who was AaithAut
to hi's	 chateengez to to be owusetveis." (48)

44. i.e. a person's inner self.
45. FMS, No. 47 (August 1981), pp. 676, 677.
46. This mayor, a former university professor, had come originally
from Montbrison.
47. FMS, No. 47, p. 678.
48. EMS, No. 49 (Nov-Dec. 1981), p. 730. As Paul Sestor had remarked,
such words are those of the French author Marcel L6gaut. He was formerly
professor of mathematics at "l'Universitê de Paris" and a member of
the "Universit6 de France". For the past fifteen years or so he has
given himself over to working in the country keeping sheep in Haute-
Provence. The reference in the occasional address was taken from:

Marcel Ugaut, L'homme a la recherche de son humanit6, Aubier-Montaigne,
1971.



25' ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA BEATIFICATION
DE MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

CENTENAIRE DE LA MORT DU FRERE FRANCOI

GABRIEL RIVAT
6 JUIN 1981
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The above statue was erected in a square at
Laval la, 6th June 1981, in commemoration of

the 25th anniversary of the Beatification of

Marcellin Champagnat and the centenary of the
death of Brother Francois (first Superior
General of the Mrist Brothers and who, when
named Gabriel Rivat, had joined the Brothers
from the neighbouring hamlet of Les

Maisonnettes.
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APPENDIX A

BRIEF OUTLINE OF MAIN EVENTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL 

RECOGNITION OF THE SCHOOLS OF THE MARIST BROTHERS 
IN FRANCE 

The Institute of the Marist Brothers of the Schools did not

gain legal authorisation in France until 20th June 1851, when such

decree was signed by Louis Napoleon. Previously the Institute had

managed (since 1835) by sending Brothers threatened with being in

the call-up to St. Paul-Trois Châteaux or other authorised

congregations. The union of the Marist Brothers and those of St.

St. Paul-Trois-Châteaux in 1842, followed in 1844 by the further union

with the Brothers of Viviers - with the advantage that both of

these congregations had legal status in six Wartements to the

south and east, eased the problem somewhat. (1)

After the decree of 1851, except for a few times of danger -

war, military service, taxes, the Institute managed things satisfactorily

until the Decree of Jules Ferry, 29th March 1880, for the expulsion

of all Congregations not authorised (Marist Fathers expelled from

Lyons, 3rd November). (2) This was the first of the real attacks

on religious congregations.

Another Decree of June 1881 made the Brevet certificate

compulsory for every teacher. Brother Nestor S.G. immediately

published a Study Programme for the trainees, with Scholasticates

being set up to prepare the Brothers for the Brevet. The new law

of 28th March 1882 suppressed the teaching of religion and prayers

in communal schools. The Catholic Bishops asked the Brothers to

continue in these schools and to hold catechism out of school

premises and school hours. It is significant that many overseas

foundations began during these years. (3)

1. Br. Jean-Baptiste, Life of Father Champagnat, Paris, 1947
(translation of original 1856 edition), p.

2. J. Coste & G. Lessard, Origines Maristes, Vol. 3. Rome, 1965 p. 707'

3. Legal authorisation was gained in Spain in 1888.
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In 1886 the government announced that after a delay of five

years all public schools in France would be laicised and only lay

personnel may teach in them. As a result, in 1891, 83 of the

Institute's 87 communal schools were laicised. However, since

all were provided for with an "Ecole Libre", very few students

left these schools.

On 1st July 1901 came the warning of the dissolution of

religious congregations. The expulsion order arrived in April 1903 -

"within three months". At this time the Institute in France had

7,180 subjects; 2,847 professed Brothers; 1,934 with the Vow of

Obedience; 683 Novices and 503 Postulants plus 1,213 Juniors. It

had 773 establishments with 94,770 pupils. (4) At the same time,

outside France the Institute conducted 237 schools and had 1,655

Brothers of whom 686 were French, and 43,574 pupils. The expulsion

from France meant a vast loss to the Institute in men and material.

However, the following number of establishments had already been

set up outside France: 24 in the French colonies; Spain, 29;

British Isles, 21; Belgium, 16; Turkey, 7; Italy, 2; Canada, 29;

Colombia, 13; Mexico, 12; Brazil, 10; USA, 6; Australia, 20;

New Zealand, 9; Fiji, 4; Samoa, 2; China, 11; plus eleven others

in Aden and Syria; South Africa, 6; Egypt, 1 and Seychelles, 1.

Nevertheless, it is of interest to note that after 1903 the

Brothers maintained most of their French schools and still taught

in them - but as civilians in civilian dress: no externals such

as the Crucifix in classrooms. Teachers in these schools were not

paid by the government until the Law of Debre, 1959. Then, of course,

as a result they were more closely supervised.

It is important to note that this Institute (along with many

others) has never had its full legal existence restored in France

since the expulsion order of 1903. In 1922 the government decided

to move in favour of the Congregations whose services in the overseas

French territories were greatly appreciated. The Chamber of Deputies,

27th March 1929, gave approbation to the Institute to open six Houses

4.	 Figures given are for December, 1902.
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of Formation, whose personnel was not to exceed 900 subjects, and

six houses of retirement for aged or infirm missionaries. This was

NOT a legal authorisation since the matter was never put to the

Senate.

The present position in France (and this goes back many years)

is that the Institute's property (The Hermitage, Lavalla, Valbenolte)

is owned by the ASSOCIATION IMMOBILLIERE DU GIER. The members of

this association are not all Brothers: by law it is a composite

body. It is this body which has legal status and with which the

Government deals. "Les Freres Maristes" have no legal existence

in this sense. The Brothers continue to teach religion, but quietly.

This was done more easily before the Debre Law of 1959 since there

was far less control and the Brothers were rather free to carry

through their programme in both Primary and Secondary classes;

always without making it publicly known to the Inspectors (who

knew all the same).

After the Debre Law of 1959, although control became tighter,

the teaching of religion was not prohibited. However, the full

programme has to be carried out, hence the Brothers and other teachers

have to fit in their hours of religion teaching whenever possible.

Even now when a Brother sends in his term's programme for approval

by the Inspector before the Term starts, he can show thereon the

times in which he will teach religion - but he must devote the full

hours to secular instruction and cover all the topics. Furthermore,

Wednesday is now (1982) the school holiday in France, classes

are taken then for religion instruction. (5) Other , '.hools have

normal classes on Wednesday so as to leave the Saturday fully free,

and then in some places classes are taken for religion at this time. (6)

5. This is done, for instance, at the Institute's school of St.
Francois in Izieux, (One of the schools closest to the Hermitage.)
6. Also there are the Catechists, sponsored by the Bishops in
most parts of France, who conduct classes in catechism, prepare
children for First Communion, Confirmation, in times (and places
usually) apart from school hours - often in the char,!- 0.ecincts
or the presbyteries (many of which are big old buildings with rooms
now converted into "parish centres" of various typed	 cven a Mass-

Prayer centre, as at Lavalla).
Much of the information included in Appendix	 was supplied

to the author by the Australian Brother Owen Kavanagh (who spent some
years in France) and the French Brother Joseph Dechaux at the

Hermitage.
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APPENDIX B

INVENTORY OF THE FURNITURE, CHATTELS AND DOCUMENTS 

OF JEAN-BAPTISTE CHAMPAGNAT, Dececused,

made on 7th Octobers 1804

At 7.00 a.m. on the above morning, Marie-Therese Chirat,

widow of Jean-Baptiste Champagnat, appeared at the office of Jean

Reboud, Notary Public, in Marlhes; she has care of the young children

living at Le Rozey; Mr. Benoit Arnoud, teacher at St. Sauveur, has

been appointed Trustee. She requested Jean Reboud to go to Le Rozey

and there make an Inventory of the goods and chattels of her late

husband, in the presence of Benoit Arnaud, Trustee, and of two

local farmers who would give advice. (1)

Mr. Reboud arrived at Le Rozey at 9.00 a.m. and terminated

his work at 7.00 p.m. He prepared the following Inventory and

had it signed before leaving:

NOTE: The grandmother, J-B. Champagnat's mother, Marie-Anne

Ducros, had a room in the house; her goods were not listed. (2)

HOUSE: kitchen utensils, table, iron & wooden spoons, pothooks,

pots, frying-pan, cloth-loom & accessories; beds & bedding,

wardrobes, wallclock, locked press for documents; cupboards, shelves;

plates, forks & spoons; clothing, dressing-table; sundry containers,

cane-basket; milk bucket with iron bands; cheese-boards and

equipment; wine decanter, butterdish, flourscoop,...(3)

TOOLS: 2 saws for splitting wood, 1 missing teeth, 1 in bad shape;

4 wooden trunks, a wheel for making bobbins; 1 dish, copper; 4 scythes,

3 worn, 1 almost new; 1 hayrake; tools (10) for making sabots;

3 benches for cabinet work; 2 handsaws; 3 picks; 5 hatchets; pinches,

pliers, hammer, planes; a weighing balance; a wooden plough, a drill;

1. i.e. as to values
2. She died on 11th March 1806.
3. And many more
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a grinder and pan; 3 bags of fertilizer; 3 sickles; 6 carts, 4 with

iron-rimmed wheels, 2 without; 4 ploughs. (4)

BARN:	 40 bundles of hay rain-damaged (480 francs)

oaten sheaves - not beaten out (540 francs)

STABLE: 4 bullocks; 6 cows; 1 heifer 	 (1,000 francs)

DOCUMENT CABINET: Copy of Will of J-B. Champagnat in favour of his

mother, 1760; Copy of title-deeds of J-B. Champagnat, first of the

name, 1760; Copy of Marriage Certificate, 1775; Copy of decision

re Rents; Writ issued by Marianne Ducros; Petition & Decision

for Marianne Ducros and Champagnat her son, against Jean Antoine

and Antoine Courbon, father and son, 1777; Copy of Cession made by

Pierre Ducros to Champagnat in 1783.

"Theke being no Sutthet papem on documentz to Li.ist, we
have teSt ate the item 60 Li sled, 6tanitute, goods and
cattte, in thehando and cefte oS Widow Chitat Champagnat
who temaim tezponsibte Sot them titt they ate handed
°vet when and to whoosoevet hays the tightz... Ake
having deceaked that .o he hats not hidden, Atoten on Aet
apant any other item, and ha ys no knowledge o6 any item
having been Aso hidden, Atoten on "set apart,

1 and the Ttlystee heteinundet mentioned, having
cloAed th4.4 Inventoty in the afiontAaid peace
oS Le Rozey thus day at 7.00 p.m."

Arnaud has signed; the saidMadame Champagnat declared that she could

not sign when so asked and called upon.

Arnoud	 Reboud. (5)

4. And other small tools.
5. The Inventory of 1804 is in the office records of the
Solicitor Monsieur Robin at St.-Genest-Malifaux. What is printed
above in "Apendix B" is a very short summary. The full deed covers
four pages in French. It begins: "L'an treize de la Republique
et le quinze vend6miaire ..." (The Revolutionary Calendar was
suppressed early in 1806).



La	 4.

I tilt CA c ( I -to .ra`8
1L 4.4<,:ttt 211

Ilii lA4-21 1)7 79
.;)

4-14A

APPENDIX C

HisTo/RE

, ES PLANTEJ
DE L'EUROPE,

DES PLUS USTI:LES
viennent d'Afie , d'Afrique

It'Amerique

Pon 'pout lours figures , !curs 7.7.rms
Ca qua temps ales flcuriffint,
fieu cu cites croipt ;

cc un AbrCg6 de lours Qualits St. de lc; 1;..;
l'ertus Ipecifiques :	 •

cn deux Tomes , 6 rangc'e fuiranr
l'ordre du Pinax de Gafpard Bauhin.

TOME PREMIER.

IftdIktVk

.-)Nfr

.A-tv

A LYON,
BENOIT DUPLAIT

Mcrciere ,

DCC. LXVI,

V1C PRIVILEGE	 RC;,

Shown above is a photostat of the Fly-leaf of a book
that was in the personal library of Jean-Baptiste
Champagnat. The book is of two volumes, approximately
1,000 pages. It seems that he bought it and then
wrote his name inside the front cover (shown on right).
He wrote: "This book belongs to Than-Baptiste
Champagnat of the place of Le Iozey, parish of Marlhes:
this 12th June 1779".
This particular book was not a popular book, but rather,'
technical, giving the medical uses of each plant. He
was obviously a well-educated man, but we do not know
where he received his education. Br. Owen Kavanagh
remarked, "I wonder if there is not here a hint as to
his early education as some kind of medical
practitioner	 herbalist, drup;ist..."? He was
20 when he married and bought this book shortly
afterwards.
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APPENDIX D

AREA IN WHICH CHAMPAGNAT WORKED MOST OF HIS LIFE

* Shrine: St. John Francis Regis S.,



APPENDIX E

METHOVS OF TEACHING

SIMULTANEOUS METHOD

This method, (the one adopted by the Marist Brothers in

Champagnat's time) was developed for primary teah'ng by dedn-Baptiste

de la Salle in his Conduite des Ecoles (I) in 1720. It was

original in the sense that it suggested applying to the primary
school what already existed in the Colleges and	 Universities;

hence it was more of a reducing this to common prix: we in school

than of presenting something new.

There were two principal underlying ideas:

1. the distribution of pupils into two or three classes

sufficiently numerous, each in charge of a teacher,

and then each one divided again into two or three

sections of about the same strength.

2. Though in various sections, ALL the children were

taught at the same time by the Brother; a certain

common standard was thus attained, if not for the

whole class, at least in each section or tvision,

so that the Brothers could adapt to the age and

standard of the pupils the material which was

contained in the books which were standarc for the

class.

Frêre Paul Boyat wrote:

"Only such a method o6 teacking could occupy	 the ckitdun

at one and the same time - home uftiting, ,...th k ts studying,

the otheAs with the teachek who /Lemained 0,1, the most

pant 6i-cent and stiLe at hi.s desk, aA3uiLin9	 con-t'wA

with tittee e607a. TheAc was no tost time, bu,t an

atmoohete ()A okde/L and 'tea wwLE, and theAckAe /Lapid

and visibte pAogAm was asswted. 11 46	 tz, undastand

that thiz method "(14 the MO:he/us" iu 

appreciated by the mdinaity pe g .. pe. It LAs

however, dotting the Reztonation pe4od." (2)

ay

'eaged,

I.	 School Guide.
2.	 F. Paul Boyat, "Quelques aspects de la pedagogie des 'Petits
Freres"', Bulletin de l'Institut des Freres Maristes des Ecoles,
Tome XXIX, 4.0.211, JuTy 1970, Rome, p. 97.
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MUTUAL METHOD

This method is famous because of the disputes it caused

with the simultaneous method (e.g. causing the Marist Brothers

to be removed from Feurs in 1831). The Mutual or LaAcastrian

method, seemingly a political issue from the start, oegan after

1815 when it was brought to France from England by 6arnot.

From 8.00 a.m. till 10.00 a.m. the teacher trained his best

pupils in the role of monitors. At 10.00 a.m. arrived the

other children who were sectioned off in numerous rods of 10

or 15. Each group was of about the same level in academic

ability and was placed under the care of the pupil-teacher

(it is this system of pupils being taught by other pupils that

gives the method its name). It allows very large classes of

two or three hundred pupils to be taught with a small staff

of teachers, but it demands perfect discipline in the manner

of effecting it. This is assured by the master, transformed

rather into a general Prefect, who commands in a military fashion

all movement within the class by means of a bell or whistle

and the aid of signals given from his high platformm. A set

Lime was allowed for each section to have its lesser;:, and then

the same pupil-teacher could pass over to other groups for reading,

writing or arithmetic. The part played by the monitor was

vital; his authority depended on his age, his behaviour and

his knowledge. A whole system of rewards and purisments

allowed each pupil to aspire to become a monitor or, day, and

this maintained a great emulation and allowed acre 	 number

of divisions, for each group was placed in order of inowledge,

and the one that was successful replaced the one th$t failed.

A pupil could pass from one group to a higher group and thus

pass on to become monitor.

This mutual method took on quickly for it se ed to

promise the rapid spread of knowldge so necessary for all

children.
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As the Church had its method - that of the Brothers - simultaneous,

so the State	 "	 "	 Carnot	 - mutual.

To the liberals, it meant democracy in practice: "This method

of teaching children by means of other children could become

an unexpected remedy for the lack of new teachers, and would

multiply knowledge to the n-th degree. (3)

Most of the Church leaders were opposed to it. "It was

a mere handing on of what the student heard. The monitor was

a loudspeaker for the others: he was an army sergeant giving

drill exercises to a hundred recruits in a barracks 	

There was no teaching in the true sense; no development of

thought or correlation of ideas..." (4)

After the July Revolution of 1830 the Mutual Method was

demanded in many communes, but after a few years many communes

abandoned it.

3. Boyat, op. cit., p. 99.
4. Boyat, op. cit., p. 100.
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APPENDIX F

On the following page is a photostat of one sheet, in the

handwriting of J-B. Champagnat, of the files of the Municipal

Council of Marlhes. It reads:

"This thitteenth day o4 Juty 1791, we the undetsigned,

municipat o44icets of the Communes o4 the paAah o4

Matthe/s, cetti4y to having requested Mon sieun

Champagnat, outs Town Ctetk, to take to Monsieut

atinot, pate us ptiest o4 MaAthe6, 4ot teadiK.6
4tom the putpit at the main Maim o4 this paAah, the

tette/us o4 convocation addAe/s6ed to co by Mo*nieuA
G - , tawyek,	 o4 the DistAict o4 St. Etienne,

stating that the electots o4 the Canton o4 Ma/tan

wowed go next Sunday to St. Etienne to name paAah

ptiests and to teptace those who have not taken
the oath pAe6ckibed eon_ them by the NatLona A,66embty.
Ft. Attitot te4used to do thus /Leading! In °Aden t.o

make sum_ o4 the 4act o4 this te4u4at we at ooce

went to the house o4 M. Winot and again 6howed

the said tette/us; we asked and demanded that

consent to pen4o/Lm the reading o4 the said tetA)A,5

•Aom the putpit at the. patish Mass. He pous4sted
in ha te4u4sat saying that he cowed not do a
which was catcutated to remove btethAen who hi'L done
him onty good. Theteupon we onde-ted that thc 7eading

be done by out_ sectetaty. We ttetited to &Lax up

the ptesent nepott which we have. signed at 14A0 a.m.

and we gave otdets that it s 1(toutd be sent to the

geOttemen o4 the .Di4ectoty °4 the Oisttict 04 St.

Etienne."
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On the following page is shown a photostat of Marches

Municipal Council files of 14th July 1791. It could be

translated thus:

"Oath taken by the Nationat Guard, 14th Juty ;791.
Thiz day, 14th Juty 1791, on the ztAoke o6 twelve
o' cock midday, be6ote ups the Nationat GuaAdz
azzembted 6tom the paiti/sh o6 MaAtha, MonzieuA
Cotonet Champagnat, having gone up on to the
attan o6 the Fa-the1'tLand by otdet o6 the utid
MonzieuAis Municipat 066iceu, accompanied by
Lavui.tk o4 the Genetat Btothethood o 6 the
D6paAtement o the Rhone and o6 the Loine, in
tegand to the patAiotic eat of thiz day, zaid:

Genttemen, we ate azzembted here in a
6edetat body. Let ups renew on thus attat 06 the
Fathettand, by a patAiotic oath, the ptomize2s
that we have aZteady made o6 de6ending with
att outs might the new Conistitution.

Our tights wete denied uz, we have recovered
them. (We have achieved) that tibeAty 4o cleat

to at individual's who have been brought up in
a time o6 the ad dezpotizm. By being tezto,l,ed,
our augurt tepAezentativez o6 the Nationat
Azzembty have tegained 6on uz ow zacAed Aightz.
Let us tty to uphotd them. Let u6 .show ownave4
devoted to the zuppcott o6 thi4 ComAi,tution whi.ch
make's 6ot the happinezz o att.

The French Conistthltion .-cis compteted, gekttemen.
It must be upheld. It hco cot outs august
AepAezentativez much work. What a miz6ottune i6 it
4houtd happen to 6ait jurt when it a tAiumphing

in having won the victoky overt the aAiztocAacy. And

by a 6/Late/mat devotednezz, tet us ptomize never to
viotate it; but on the contAm.y, to mxintain	 with

ace outs might.
The Nationat Aimembty, by ,,tls Oectee o ',Und

June tazt, taid down the 6otmuta (16 a patAiotic oath

which att good Frenchmen murt take. The D6pwItementz

(56 the Rhone and the LoiAe by itz puctamatn (16 the
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17th inistant invite's the Nationa. Guand 06 the
municipatitim o6 the diztAict -to ate become one by
thi's oath today at the haute o4 midday. Let us unite
oulusetve's then with the other Nationat Guakdis o6 the

teatm and pronounce with me thiz oath in accord with
the 6otmuta taid down on the 22nd o6 tazt month.

'1 meat to case the weapon paced An my hands

bon the defence o6 the Fathektand and to maintain

against att enemivs Atom within and Atom without
the Conztitution4 deckeed by the Nationat Repubtit4
to die /Lathe& than to 61/66en. the invazion o6 French
temitony by Pteign ttoop4; and to obey onty -those
otdeu which wLU be given in conisequence o6 the
deckee o6 the Nationat Republic.'

Ate having taken the oath, Mowsieut Champagnat

tad them: "I have no nea'son to believe that any
of you genttemen..."
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