
3.0 GENERAL HABITAT DESCRIPTION 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

For a discussion of the ecology of an animal to be relevant it is 

first necessary to describe the habitat, microhabitat and associated 

microclimate of that animal. Microhabitat and microclimate have both 

been shown to be important factors on which habitat selection is based 

(review by Heatwole 1977). The first aim of this chapter is to make 

such descriptions. 

Further, as ~.taeniolatus constructs burrows and as it is known 

that lizards often adjust the structure of burrows seasonally (Heatwole 

1970, 1976) and for sex-related reasons, the second aim of this chapter 

is to investigate burrowing. 

3.2 METHODS 

When lizards were collected (Section 2.2) burrow and rock 

dimensions were taken at the site of capture. Burrow length, depth and 

width were measured with string, which was then compared against a 

graduated rule (~O.Scm), Maximum rock length, depth and width were 

measured similarly. Rock size was estimated as rock volume by 

multiplying together length, depth and width and assuming the rock to be 

a rectangular prism. Substrate temperature under the rock, and lizard 

body temperatures were taken immediately after capture with a Comark 

single channel electronic thermometer (± 0.1 C). The presence of other 

animals under the rock was noted. 
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