CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
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AIMS
During 1968-69 the Department of Aboriginal and Island

Affairs and the Queensland

~fuseum

received many reports alleging

deliberate vandalism to Aboriginal art and burial sites both within
the confines of Carnarvon National Park and on cattle stations
adjacent to its western, southern and eastern boundaries.
Consequently in August 1969 the writer in his capacity as a Warden
under the Aboriginal Relics Act carried out a preliminary inspection
of Aboriginal sites on the upper Warrego and upper Maranoa rivers.
As a result members of the Specialists advisory committee
set up under the relics act informally approached the Queensland
~~seum

to undertake a survey of the region.

During this same period

I had applied for admission to candidature for the M.A. degree at
the University of New England.

Coincidentally my future supervisor

suggested a survey of the Carnarvon rock art.

The subsequent

official survey was originally envisaged as a twofold exercise:
Ci)

to reconnoitre, locate and record as rapidly and
accurately as possible Aboriginal parietal art sites
in the Carnarvon Range and the Upper Maranoa river
region as far west as the Chesterton Range

Cii)

to observe significant differences or similarities in
technique, style, form and content of the parietal
art in these two adjacent drainage systems, which
rise in the same central highlands complex, but are
physically separated by the Great Dividing Range.
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The aims of the survey were:
(i)

to report on the physical condition, state of
preservation of the art and evidence of vandalism
at the sites located.

Further, to recommend to the

Advisory Committee those sites of sufficient
importance to be protected under Section 13 of the
Aboriginal Relics Act;

(ii)

to present that art as archaeological data of
sufficient clarity to permit quantitative and
qualitative analysis in order to facilitate

interpretation;

and to evaluate it as representative

of a potential regional art "style" based in the
southern central Queensland highland region.
The project was jointly supported by the Queensland Museum,
the Department of Aboriginal and Island Affairs and the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies.

Joint funding presented problems

due to differing administrative systems, which led to the
curtailment of same field work seasons.
This thesis is therefore in many ways a preliminary to a
final report for the whole project, the surveys for which are as
yet incomplete.

It is devoted to the examination and analysis of

44 Aboriginal parietal art sites in Carnarvon National Park,
'Bandana' and 'Early Storms' cattle stations located east of the
Great Dividing Range (seventy-five sites further to the south east
on 'Bandana', 'Warrinilla', 'Wallaroo' and 'The Basin' cattle stations
are not included, nor are a further 49 sites on the Maranoa side).
Descriptive categories will be defined for sites, techniques,
motifs and styles.

Data will be presented in the form of a corpus

of motifs and a gazetteer, containing site descriptions and motif

3.

Basically the art will be treated as archaeological

censuses.

evidence at a very simplistic level and interpreted as such.

There

are no living indigenous informants and insufficient ethnographic
information to aid an interpretation of the motivation, meaning, and
social relevance of this body of art.
Archaeological analysis will proceed on a number of
quantitative levels examining the intra and inter site relationships
of techniques and motifs.

This will be followed by an attempt to

isolate significant classes of phenomena which might serve to
differentiate the art of this region from others;

and then to place

this art body in an Australian framework.

1:2

FIELDWORK
The field work on which this thesis is based took place

over six separate periods between 1970 and 1974:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
Civ)

September 20-October 3, October 5-7, 1970.
June 1-11, 1971
October 13, October 15-16, 1971
November 11-17, 1971

(v) May 7-12, 1973
(vi) March 15-20, 1974.
I was accompanied by Allan J. Easton the Queensland

~ruseum

photographer on trips (i) and (iii) and by Susan Quinnell on the
others.

Finance for trips (i), (iii), (v), (vi) was provided by

the Queensland Museum and the Department of Aboriginal and Island
Affairs, for trip (ii) by the Australian Institute of Aboriginal
studies, trip (iv) took place on recreation leave.

In all just

over seven weeks were actually spent carrying out the survey.
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LOCATION
Carnarvon National Park which embraces an area of some

27000 hectares is located in the southern central highlands of
Queensland between latitudes 1480 4' and 1480 16' and longitude 240 54'
and 250 8'.
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PHYSIOGRAPHY
Carnarvon gorge in the southern portion of the National

Park is bounded on the north by the Consuelo Plateau and on the
south by that part of the Great Dividing Range known as the Carnarvon
Range.

The Consuela Plateau which rises to a height of 1200 metres

above sea level combines with Buckland Tableland and the Carnarvon
Range to form a highland nucleus, the watershed for a substantial
part of southern and central Queensland.

Indeed this area is

known locally and traditionally as the "Home of the Rivers"l;

the

Merivale, Maranoa and Warrego Rivers rise here and drain south and
west into the

~furray-Darling

system eventually reaching the southern

ocean on the South Australian coast.

The Nogoa, Camet and Dawson

Rivers flow north and east combining to form the Fitzroy system which
reaches the Pacific Ocean on the east coast near Rockhampton OMap I).
Carnarvon Creek rises on the eastern watershed of the Great
Dividing Range running south south east through the gorge then
turning north east to join the Brown River and eventually the Comet
River.

The gorge itself is approximately 30 kilometres in length

(Plate 1.)

1. Meston, A. 1895:

Geographic History of QueensZand.

p.219.

PLATE 1 .

a.

b.

5.
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GEOLOGy2
Geologically the region is formed by the arching of a great

dissected fault block of horizontally bedded Mesozoic sandstones
capped by Tertiary basalt flows.

Carnarvon Creek flowing down

from the basalt cap has cut deeply into the underlying sedimentary
rock to create the twisting sinuous gorge.

The many kilometres

of sheet white sandstone cliffs rising to a height of 150 metres, which
form the confines of the gorge are of Lower Jurassic age.

This

formation which is aptly named Precipice sandstone, comprises a
fluvatile, medium to coarse grained thick white cross-bedded quartoze
sandstone with lenses and bands of milky quartz pebble conglomerate.
The Precipice sandstone is the major artesian aquifer taking in
water on the eastern fringe of the Great Artesian Basin.
of Triassic age

~1imosa

Sandstones

group) underly the Precipice formation;

in the lower reaches of the gorge the topmost of these, the
Moolayember formation has been exposed.

This is predominantly a

buff to brown siltstone containing some labile to quartoze sandstone.
An

anticlinal fault has tilted and exposes another of this series,

the Clematis sandstone, which forms a line of low cliffs extending
across the mouth of the gorge.

These cliffs are composed of a

white to buff cross-bedded labile to quartoze sandstone, which
overlies the Rewan formation of reddish brown silty mudstone with
some green sublabile sandstone.
These sandstones are very friable and porous with little
binding matrix, and are abundantly jointed singly or in clusters
both vertically and in horizontal bedding.

These joins have

been so widened and extended by the action of wind and water that

2.

Jensen, H.I. 1926: Q.G.S. PubZication No. 277.
Exon, N.F. 1968: 1:250~OOO Geological Series - Explanatory Notes
Eddystone~ Queensland.
MalIan, R.C. et aZ., 1969: B.M.R.~ GeoZogy and Geophysics Report
No. 12J.
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they eventually form pipes, tunnels, rock shelters and even caves.
These in turn provided shelter for Aboriginal man and the backdrop
upon which he practised his art.
Quartzite or 'billy' cappings occur on the sandstone where
the Tertiary basalt has overlain it.

These flows which extend along

both sides of Carnarvon Gorge are usually alkalic olivine together
with subordinate trachybasalts.

Basalt dykes also intrude the

sandstone; one crosses and is exposed in several places in the bed
of the upper reaches of Carnarvon Creek.

Boulders and pebbles

of basalt, trachyte, quartzite, silcrete, chalcedony and jasper,
together with ironstone and laterite concretions (ochres) derived
from these sources fill the creek beds.

Thus the raw materials

necessary for stone tool manufacture and the pigments used for rock
art were readily available for exploitation.

1:6

SOILS AND VEGETATION 3
The region can be described as one of rocky mountains and

hills on quartz sandstone with shallow, coarse textured, rocky,
slight to strongly acid soils which have little or no profile
development.

Vegetation is of the shrub woodland type associated

with sandstone soils;

tree-like shrubs of many species are abundant,

while ground cover is sparse but floristically rich.

The shrub

woodland is dominated by narrow leafed ironbark (EucaZpytus decorticans)
and bloodwood (E. poZycarpa), generally up to nine to twelve metres
in height with a discontinuous canopy which gives more sunlight than
shadow at ground level.

Other common large trees include the

swamp mahogony (Tristania suaveoZus) , spotted gum (E. macuZata),

3.

Gunn, R.M. 1967: Part vii, Land Research Series No. 19 C.S.I.R.O.
Story, R. 1967: Part viii, Land Research Series No. Z9, C.S.I.R.O.
tbckings, F.D. 1970: Some Plants of Carnarvon National Park
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rose gum (E. grandis), lemon-scented gum (E. eitriodora) and several
species of apple (Angophora sp.).

Along the creek beds are large

stands of the river she oak (Casuarina cunninghamiana) , cabbage
tree palm (Livistonia

sp.) and bottlebrush (CaZZistemon viminaZis).

Wattles include the Brisbane wattle (Acacia fimbriata) and the black
wattle (A. cunninghamii).

The palm like cycad Maerozamia moorei is

thickly scattered in groups on the creek flats and on the terraces and
steep slopes leading up to the base of the cliff line.

The zamia

fruit was an important food source providing a vital supplement to
diet in winter.

This is reflected by the presence of an abundance

of cracked seed pods at some rock shelter sites and in one case the
depiction of zamia seed pod stencils (PI.2Sb).

Beaton reports

that at 'Cathedral Cave' in Carnarvon Gorge there was ample evidence
for the use of zamia in all occupied levels.
a ml°d

t0 I

This he feels implies

°
°
4
ate wInter
OCcupatIon.

The vegetation of the high basalt country on the plateau is
of savannah woodland type with narrow leafed ironbark and red barked
bloodwood (E. dichromophZoia) up to fifteen metres in height.

The

ground cover is a dense grass (Themeda sp.) about 30 centimetres high.
The macrozamia is present, though more sparsely scattered than on the sandstone.

1: 7

FAUNAS

Because it is a National Park the area is at present rich
in fatma.

Fauna remains from an excavation in the 'Cathedral Cave'

rock shelter in the gorge indicate that this probably reflects a

4.

Personal Connnunication: John Beaton, Research Scholar, A.N.U.

s. Bartholomai, A. n.d.: The Faunal Material Excavated from
Cathedral cave.
Ogilvie, P. 1970: The Fauna of Carnarvon National Park.
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situation similar to that before the interruption to the ecology of
the area by the introduction of grazing stock in the latter half of
the nineteenth century.

Mannnals include the platypus (Ornithorhynalni.s

anatinus) found in Carnarvon Creek; marsupials comprise the macropodids,

the grey kangaroo (Maaropus giganteus) and whiptailed wallaby
(Wallahia parryi).

Others present are the brush tailed possum

(Triahosurus vulpeaula) the northern native cat (Satenellus halluaatus)

and the short nosed bandicoot (Isoodon maarourus).

Placental

mammals include the dingo (Canis familiaris dingo) and various species
of rodents and bats.

The presence of many of these antmals is

reflected by the appearance of their track motifs engraved or
stencilled at rock art sites. (PI.20c-23a).
Reptiles are plentiful along the cliff faces, notably the
tree climbing goanna (Varanus varius) and the sand goanna (Varanus
gouldii gouldii).

The creek banks provide an excellent habitat for

the bearded dragon (Amphibolurus harhatus).

Snakes include the

common carpet snake (Morelia spilotes) the venomous brown snake
(Pseudonia textilis).

Freshwater turtle (Chelonia sp.) the cammon

freshwater catfish (Tandanus tandanus)

sunfis~h (f.

Melanotaemidae),

gudgeon (Morgunda sp.), bony bream (FluviaZosa erehi) and eels
(Anguilla reinhardtii) are present in the waters of Carnarvon Creek

and its tributaries.
Over 100 bird species occur in this region, the largest
being the emu (Dromaius novaehollandiae).

This was probably hunted

for food in the grassland country to the east of the gorge, but
there is no archaeological evidence for such a use in 'Cathedral
Cave,6.

6.

Painted, stencilled and engraved emu and bird track motifs

Personal Communication:

John Beaton, Research Scholar, A.N.ll.

9.

are present at rock art sites (Pl.23b-24).

CLIMATE 7
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The cltmate of the region can generally be regarded as
sub-tropical.

Average annual rainfall ranges from 635 to 700

millimetres, however, this may vary from year to year.

The wettest

period is during the four sunnner months December to March (370
millimetres) .

The highlands have the greatest number of thunderstorms

in Queensland during this period.

These, in combination with

cyclonic depressions are the source for the heavy rainfall. during
the summer; severe flooding often results.

During January 1974

Carnarvon National Park was deluged and completely cut off for six
weeks; until late February all access roads were boggy and impassable
except in four wheel drive vehicles.

By contrast drought conditions

prevail from time to time, nineteen severe droughts some of several
years duration were experienced between 1885 and 1950.
The mean maximum temperature ranges from somewhat above
21°C during the coolest months June and July to 330 -350 in the warmest
months December and January.

Mean minimum temperatures range from

about 60 C in July to about 21°C in January.

In winter the cooling

at night is intense and despite warm days heavy frosts do occur.
Relative humidity ranges from 60-70% between January and July; between
August and December it is lower, reaching 50% in September.

Winds

are not normally strong except during thunderstorms, locally in
Carnarvon Gorge prevailing conditions are distorted by physical
features.

7.

Anon. 1962:

CZimate of Central Highlands.

Region II - Queensland.
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EUROPEAN HISTORY
European man came to this region relatively late;

early

explorers skirted the edges of the apparently impenetratable massif
of rugged tree-covered mountain ranges, high plateaus and sheer cliff
lined gorges.

However, it is possible that European introduced

diseases preceded the explorer by a number of years.
There is some
evidence of a smallpox epidemic in c.1839 8 on the eastern side of
the region.
The German traveller Ludwig Leichhardt and his party passed
to the east on their epic journey to Port Essington on the far north
coast of Australia in 1844.

On

December lD of that year he crossed

the Expedition range and marched into the Arcadia Valley sighting
the "Christmas Range" (the southern extension of the Carnarvon Range)
and finding around a dry waterhole "same old sheets of bark, remains
of the frail habitations of the natives,,9.

On

December 15 they

experienced thunderstorms typical of that season, the following day
Bro"n's Lagoon was discovered.

Leichhardt notes that "this place

was frequently resorted to by the natives; the huts were in good repair,
with heaps of nruscle-shells and some kangaroo bones about them."10
The presence of Aboriginal camp fire smoke all along the western
ranges (the Carnarvon Range) was reported.

On

December 20 two

members of the expedition found a camp site in use with with no
inhabitants then present.

Leichhardt's party spent until Christmas

Day exploring this region and then travelled north along the Comet
River, which had been named after a camet sighted on the night of
8.

Josephson, T. in Curr, E.M. 1887: The Australian Race. Vol.3, p.97.

9.

Leichhardt, L. 1847: JournaZ of an Overland Expedition in Australia.
p.69.

10. Ibid:

p.76-77.
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December 28.

On December 31 they discovered a hut whose ridge pole

had been cut with a steel axe;

Leichhardt surmised that this had

been built by a runaway convict from Moreton Bay.

A little later

they came up unnoticed to an inhabited Aboriginal camp.
We were, however, very soon discovered by one of them, who,
after staring at us for a moment, uttered a cry, resembling the
word "whitefellow", "whitefellow", and ran off, followed by the
whole party.
We then rode up to the camp, and found their
dinner ready consisting of two eggs of the brush turkey, roasted
opossums, bandicoots, and iguanas. In their "dillis",
(small baskets) were several roots or tubers of an oblong form,
about an inch in length, and half an inch broad, of a sweet
taste, and of an agreeable flavour, even when uncooked; there
were also balls of pipe-clay to ornament their persons for
corroborris.
Good opossum cloaks, kangaroo nets, and dillis
neatly worked of Koorajong bark, were strewed about; there
were also some spears, made of the Bricklow Acacia: all were
forgotten in the suddenness of their retreat.
I could not
resist the temptation of tasting one of the eggs, which was
excellent: but, as they seemed to have trusted to our generosi ty, I 1 eft everything in its place, and departed.
Brown
thought that one of them looked like a half-caste, and, as they
had called us, as far as we understood, "whitefellows", I felt
confirmed in my supposition, either that a white man was with
them, or had lived among them very recently. 11
In all, a group of Europeans (the expedition also included two
coastal aborigines and an American Negro) spent some three weeks in
the territory of the Aboriginal group which probably used Carnarvon
Gorge.

In so doing they passed within 50 kilometres of the gorge

itself.
Eighteen months later Sir Thomas Mitchell passed to the west.

On

June 18, 1846 he sighted and named the Buckland Tableland and probably
the Carnarvon Range. 12
His party eventually crossed the WarregoMaranoa divide (the Chesterton range) on June 25 on his outward
journey to the Belyando and Barcoo Rivers.

He returned by much the

same route between October 11-13, thus skirting the headwaters of

11.

Ibid:

p.90-9l.

12. Mitchell, T.L. 1848: Journal of an Expedition into the Interior
of Tropioal Australia. p.203 and map opp.p.189.

12.

Carnarvon Creek by some 55 kilometres.

During the period June 2 to

October 22, 1846, Edmund Kennedy Mitchell's second-in-command had
maintained a depot camp on the

~1aranoa

River about 135 kilometres

south of the Carnarvon Range.

Kennedy himself led an expedition
which followed the same route between June 16 and 21, 1847. 13
None of these accounts mentions the presence of Aboriginal
art sites nor did the explorers see many Aboriginal people in this
region.

This may reflect the seasonal absence of Aborigines but

as Mitchell passed through the region in mid-winter and Leichhardt
in mid-summer it probably indicates a sparse population.
Transient passages by European exploration parties had little
or probably no permanent effect on the local Aboriginal groups
inhabiting this highland region;

and one cannot expect that their

passing would be recorded or indeed reflected in their rock art.
They would not have known that permanent European settlements would
soon adversely influence and finally destroy the way of life of the
Aboriginal people in this area.

Settlement of nearby regions to the

north and south closely followed the early explorers.

Allan Macpherson

settled on 'Mount Abundance' station near the present town of Roma,
250 kilometres to the south on October 27, 1847.

However the

hostility of the Aborigines forced him to withdraw by the end of 1849.
Despite this, settlement continued, and the European population of
the Maranoa pastoral district had risen to 85 by 1851. 14
Most of the early settlement which directly affected the
highlands came from the north via Rockhampton.

Springsure Creek

one hundred kilometres north of Carnarvon Gorge was settled in 1854

13.

Kennedy, E.R. 1852:
Vol. 22, p. 238-39.

14.

Taylor, R.B. 1964: Borna and District.

JournaZ of the RoyaZ GeographicaZ Society.

Sections 22 and 77.

13.
and other runs were taken up on the Gamet River in 1857.

15

Frederick

Walker, Arthur Wiggins, Lieutenant William Serocold R.N. and
R.R. Mackenzie as a group applied for leases on ten runs along Consuelo
and Carnarvon Creeks in DecEmber 1857.

These leases were granted

between Septanber 21 and November 20, 1859.

These runs were

transferred in 1863 to John Peter and Canpany, who applied. for leases
overtwo further runs Upper Carnarvon and Upper Consuelo on May 4,
1863 and Novanber 2, 1863 respectively.

The fonner was granted on

July 13, 1863, the latter on February 2, 1865 but a licence to occupy
had previously been issued on November 16, 1863. 16
The Upper Carnarvon run included. Carnarvon Gorge and the upper
reaches of Carnarvon, Oaky and Arch Creeks.

Thus, Carnarvon Gorge

enters its recent historic period by its inclusion into a European
style land tenure systEm.

A hanestead and stockyards were built,

probably on Arch Creek before 1886; and undoubtedly stockmen out on
muster would have penetrated

the gorge at an early date.

But the recognition of this area as one of great natural
beauty and significance in terms of its flora, fauna and Aboriginal
rock art canes at a much later date.

The area covered by the

Upper Carnarvon and Upper Consuelo runs was proclaimed as a
National Park on April 28, 1932;17 following a recommendation by
Land Commissioner T.K. Harvey on March 31, 1931.

This decision

was based more on the unsui tabi1i ty of the land for the grazing of
cattle than for its scientific and aesthetic

~rtance.

15.

Gilmour, E., 1959: Springsure Centenery 1859-1959.

16.

Queensland State Archives:

17.

1932:

p.9.

CLO/N2; CLO/N21,22; IAN/N2.

Queensland Government Gazette,

30th April, 1932.

14.

1:10

ETHNOGRAPHY
The ethnographic record for this region is sparse.

Carnarvon Gorge was situated within the boundary of a linguistic
group called the Karingbal (or Garingbal, Kainbul, Karranbal, Kanaloo)
who ranged about the headwaters of the Comet River from below
Rolleston to the Carnarvon Range. 18
Thomas Josephson Esq., a
contributor to Curr's encyclopaedic survey of Aboriginal languages
and customs, gives a brief account of the "Kanoloo tribe" at the
"Head of the Comet River".19

Tinda1e now centres this group well
20
to the north east of Ro1leston away from the Carnarvon region.
I
believe that this position is incorrect as Josephson lived on Albinia
Downs Station2l , south west of Rolleston which at that time shared a
boundary with the pastoral runs which now form Carnarvon National Park.
Josephson says that at the period of European penetration (c.1860)
this group numbered about 500 people, this was reduced to 300 by 1869
and 200 by 1879.

The decline in population being attributed to

venereal disease, consumption and the alleged practice of infanticide.
Their equipment included possum skin rugs, baskets, bags, belts and
nets of grass and bark fibre, containers made from the Kurrajong tree
(Brachychiton sp.), hafted edge ground axes of "porphyry" and basalt

sharpened with sandstone.

Weapons included throwing and fighting

boomerangs, hand thrown spears and carved and red ochred shields.
Fish were caught in nets or speared, tame dogs were kept.

On

ceremonial occasions the body was covered in grease and red ochre,
at time of mourning the face was daubed with white pipe clay and the

18. Oates, W.J.
p.17!.

&L.F.

1970:

A Revised Linguistic Survey of Australia.

19.

Josephson, T. in Curr, E.M. 1887: The Australian Race, vo1.3, p.96-99.

20.

Tindale, N.B., 1974: Aboriginal Tribes of Australia. p.174.

21.

1873:

Queensland Government Gazette, vol.14, p.3.

IS,

Only males were allowed to eat the flesh and

body with charcoal.

eggs of the emu, and on hunting trips diet was restricted to a
particular type of food.

Tooth avulsion was practiced, the septum

of the nose was pierced and ornamental scars were made on the shoulders
and thighs.

Young males were initiated at about the age of

eighteen, marriage was apparently both exogamous and within the group.
On Leichhardt's evidence (see above), Kurrajong bark was
used for kangaroo nets and dilly bags, and spears were made from
brigalow (Acacia harpophylla).

It is also apparent that scrub

turkey eggs, possums, bandicoots, macropodids, goannas, freshwater
mussels (Unio sp.) and a species of tuber formed part of the local
Aboriginal diet.

They lived in huts made from sheets of bark.

Because there is no precise knowledge of linguistic group
boundaries the people who created and used the art sites of Carnarvon

Gorge could equally be the Pitjara, the Kongabula or the Nguri. 22
The arrival of the European settlers spelled the end of the
complete traditional life of the Aboriginal people, Josephson's
evidence points to the population decline.

During the late nineteenth

century the Aborigines often still as tribal entities settled and
worked on the cattle stations or set up camps on the fringes of small
towns.

The Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the Sale of

Opiwn Act of 1897

had little immediate effect on the Carnarvon-

Rolleston area, except for the continuation of the blanket issue.
Before the turn of the century an Aboriginal camp had been
established around a huge waterhole on the south bank of the Brown
RIver a bout one kilometre below Rol1eston. 23
Some of the huts were
o

&L.F.

22.

Oates, W.J.

23.

Priddle, V. n.d.:

1970:

p.168, 170-71.

Dung on his Boots,

pp.10-14.

16.

still erected traditionally using 1.80 by 1.20 metre sheets of
dried white box tree bark (compare Leichhardt's account above).

The

population varied between 80 and 100, men working on cattle stations
and the women as domestic help.

A smaller camp was in existence
near the Consuelo head station in 1907. 24
In 1915 a young European, Victor Priddle accompanied some
women from the camp on a hunting and collecting trip.

They carried

dilly bags and digging sticks and hunted porcupines, sand goannas,
and possums, collected scrub turkey eggs and fished with small hand
woven nets slipped over a Y-shaped piece of wood. 25

In the camp

clubs and fighting sticks were still used in disputes.

Up until about

1920 the Aborigines in the camp went on 'walkabout' about twice a year
for two to three weeks and still carried out 'tribal' ceremonies,
which took place when the moon was in a certain position.

On

'walkabout' the whole group would depart usually to a series of
swamps 32 kilometres to the south.

However, they did not go to

another large swamp in the Arcadia Valley called Lake Nugga Nugga as
this belonged to the Aborigines from Moolayember (the next big creek
south of Carnarvon Creek).

Nor did they go to the Fifteen Mile Swamp

on 'Consuelo' cattle station as "it belonged to 'that fella' Carnarvon
tribe".26
Old men told of a great fight that took place at a place
called Gravesend Gorge, toward the Carnarvon Range about 50 kilometres
south of Rolleston in about the year 1850.

This fight took place

between the 'Moolayember tribe' and the Rolleston group, many were

24.

Gilmour, E. 1959: Ibid., p.7.

25.

Priddle, V. n.d.

26.

Ibid:

p.34.

Ibid, ,

pp.6-7.

17.

apparently killed and most of the bodies were wrapped in bark and
placed in small caves in the mountains.

During the period 1918-1923

Priddle found many of these cylinder coffins and scores of Aboriginal
art galleries in the gorges of 'Consuelo' station. 27
The important evidence which Priddle reveals is that within
the area of the so called Karingbal linguistic group there were
at least three separate smaller social groups based apparently on
Moolayember Creek, Carnarvon Creek and Consuelo Creek.
In the early 1920's the Queensland Government began to move
older members of the Aboriginal camp at Rolleston to the Barambah
settlement in south east Queensland.

Removals continued and with

the opening of the Woorabinda settlement in 1927, the Rolleston camp
ceased to eXist. 28
Consequently none of the Royal Geographical
Society expeditions in 1937, 1938 and 1940 were able to find local
Aboriginal informants.
C. Tennant-Kelly reported on the social organisation of
Aboriginal people resident on the Cherbourg settlement (the successor
of Barambah) in 1934 29 •
These included groups from the central
highlands, all of whom possessed the same four section marriage rules
with exogamous moieties and matrilineal descent.
described to her the increase rites for kangaroos.

A Kongabula man
"Every rite took

place at a certain spot of great sanctity and these places were always
most vividly described.,,30

Unfortunately further publication

promised by this author does not seem to have eventuated.

27.
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pp.35-38, p.88.

28.
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p.3l, p.92.
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30.
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p.467.

Oceania J vol. 5, pp.46l-473.
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Museum holdings of ethnographic material from Carnarvon
Gorge appear to be non-existent.

The Queensland Museum possesses

one hafted basalt edge ground axe from 'Consuelo' station donated in
October 1888.

The Royal Geographical Society of Australasia

expedition to Carnarvon Gorge in 1937 reported the presence of axes,
grinding stones, shields and string as well as flaked stone and
glass implements. 3l
An earlier writer refers to the discovery
of boomerangs, clubs, bones and fishing nets made of stringy bark. 32
At some time close before 1937 a complete bark cylinder coffin had
been found in Cathedral Cave. 33
None of the available ethnographic
sources specifically deal with the rock art of the Carnarvon region.

1:11

DISCOVERY OF THE ART AND ITS FIRST DESCRIPTION
The presence of numerous galleries of rock art in the region

took many years to reach public and scientific notice, indeed those
in Carnarvon Gorge itself do not appear to have been commented on
until the 1930's.

In fact the earliest example of European

vandalism, the incised name E. Ward and date 22/2/1918 is the only
positive date we have to indicate European knowledge of Carnarvon rock
art prior to 1937.

The Ward brothers apparently were possum

hunters who took to the hills in 1917 to escape First World War
conscription.
Other sites in nearby regions were, however, mentioned from
time to time in the press and in popular and learned journals.
T.S. Parrot writing in a letter to the editor of the Centennial
Magazine in 1888 refers to his discovery 24 years earlier (c. 1864)

31.

O'Brien, D.A. 1939/40:
p.31.

32.

Elkin, A.P. 1940/41:

33.

Goddard, R.H. 1940/41:

Queensland Geographical JournaZ, vol. 46,
Oceania, vol. 11, p. 114.
Oceania, vol. 11, p.370.
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of a large art site at the head of Planet Creek in the Expedition
Range 130 kilometres north east of Carnarvon Gorge.
The paintings with which the walls are entirely covered
consist of Aboriginal hands and feet, boomerangs, clubs,
nulla nullas, fishes, birds and many other subjects, the
whole skillfully worked out with chalks and ochre of different
colours, the red on the white, the white on the yellow and
so on. 34
This site on 'Planet Downs' cattle station is now known
locally as 'Goat Cave'.

A series of sites on Buckland Creek on the

north western edge of the Buckland Tableland were reported in the
Melbourne Argus, May 16, 1891. 35

The Buckland Creek sites are

noted for the appearance of painted bichrome figures so far not known
elsewhere in the region.

Both 'Goat Cave' and the Buckland Creek

sites due to their isolation were found to be in a good state of
preservation in May 1974. 36
Archibald Meston, Protector of Aboriginals for southern
Queensland, in a report to the Home Secretary, Queensland Government
of a visit made to the Upper Maranoa in late 1900 noted the presence
of art sites on what was then part of 'Warrong' cattle station.

He

refers to the presence of numerous caves and rock shelters containing
Aboriginal cylinder coffins and "on the roof or sides of all caves
containing the dead were imprints of hands done in red or white
ochres.

Those hands were the unfailing signs of the rock sepulchre. ,,37

Meston collected a bark coffin of a child which is now in the
~eensland

Museum.

Following this report Mr. A.S. MacLellan a

fonner manager and brother of the incumbant manager of 'Warrong'

34.

Parrot, T.S. 1888: The Centennial Magazine, vol. 1, p. 271.

35.

Quoted in Worsnop, T. 1897: The Prehistorio Arts •••• of the
Aborigines of Australia. p. 39.

36.
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37.
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The QueensZander, January 12.
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provided additional information.

He refers specifically to

the presence of hands, feet and other stencils, paintings of nets
and the existence of burials in the lirnnense sandstone outcrop known
as 'The Tombs' ; now well known to scholars since Professor Mulvaney's
excavations there in 1962-64.
since c. 1886. 38

MacLellan had known of these sites

The Queensland branch of the Royal Geographical Society of
Australasia organized three scientific expeditions to the Carnarvon
Ranges in July 1937, 1938 and September 1940.

The resulting

publications range from those which are blatantly self-propagandist
and of extremely poor quality to those of considerable merit.

The

former include those of D.A. O'Brien,39 the latter those of R.M.
Goddard. 40

A corrnnentary by the doyen of Australian anthropologists,

Professor A.P. Elkin gave an abortive academic cloak to the study of
this region. 4l
The war years and the gradual demise of the
Queensland R.G.S.A. prevented any further scientific work.

Notes,

manuscripts, negatives, cine film and collections made on the three
expeditions have all disappeared.

The Queensland museum fortunately

possesses a series of nineteen monochrome prints taken on the
second expedition.
During the 1940's articles with photographic supplements
appeared in popular natural history and travel magazines such as
Wildlife and Walkabout. 42
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In January 1965 a party under the direction of Dr. D.J. Tugby,
University of Queensland, carried out an archaeological excavation at
the site known as Cathedral Cave.

This excavation which has not

been finally published revealed a considerable depth of deposit.
John Clegg in a prelTIminary analysis isolated three assemblages.
Ochre fragments were present in every layer; of greater significance
was the appearance of a number of pieces of utilized ochre in several
layers. 43

In August 1975 after the close of the fieldwork on which

this thesis is based John Beaton of the Australian National University
also excavated at the large rock shelter 'Cathedral Cave'.

Some of

his prelTIminary results have been utilized in this thesis.

43.

Clegg, J. 1965: A Preliminary Report on the Stone Artefacts
from Cathedral Cave, Carnarvon National Park, Queensland.

