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Abbreviations

General abbreviations
e.g. – for example
cf. – compare
Gal. - Galatians

Book and Journals 
ATR - Anglican Theological Review
BAGD – A Greek –English Lexicon (3 rd Edit.), by Danker (2nd Edit. by Bauer, Arndt,

Gingrich and Danker )
BJRL - Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library
BS – Bibliotheca Sacra
CBQ – The Catholic Biblical Quarterly
FS – Festschrift/Denkschrift
HBT – Horizons in Biblical Theology
HTR - Harvard Theological Review
Int - Interpretation
JBL – Journal of Biblical Literature
JETS - Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
JSNT – Journal for the Study of the New Testament
LXX - Septuaginta
NASB – New American Standard Bible
NEB – New English Bible
NovT – Novum Testamentum
NTS - New Testament Studies
RTR – Reformed Theological Review
SEA – Svensk Exegetisk Arsbok
SJT - Scottish Journal of Theology
SB – Studia Biblica
SR - Studies in Religion
ST – Studia Theologica
TDNT- Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
WTJ – Westminster Theological Journal
ZNW – Zeitschrift fur die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft und die Kunde der alterern

Kirche
ZTK – Zeitschrift fur Theologie und Kirche

Unless otherwise stated, English translations are taken from the New American Standard
Bible. This translation has been chosen because of its accuracy in translation.

Unless otherwise stated the Greek text used is the Nestle-Aland text 27 th ed.
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Abstract

This thesis aims to shed some light on the debate regarding the centre of Paul's thought; in
particular, the place of justification by faith in Paul's thought. The approach used is an
exegetical examination of Paul's letter to the Galatians, for many of those involved in the
debate refer to this letter to support their views. The aspect of this thesis which is designed
to add a fresh clarity to the debate is the division of Paul's thought into his theological
framework and the focus of his message, then to examine the focus of his message through
the lens of his own theological framework. This stands in contrast to the popular modern
approach of viewing Paul's thought from the angle of his approach to of the Law.

This thesis shall put forward the case that in the letter to the Galatians, Paul's thought is
shown to be dominated and controlled by the dual concepts of grace and justification by
faith. On the one hand, Paul's theological framework is dominated by the key concept of
grace. Three other concepts also emerge as significant components of his framework: the
fulfillment of salvation history; eschatology; and "in Christ". On the other hand,
justification by faith is the central concept which both gives focus to the message of the
letter to the Galatians, and at the same time, is the one concept that gives expression to all
the major concerns of Paul's framework. Therefore, it is the focus of his thought.
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