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ABSTRACT

The Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) is a continuous process which has
emerged as an international policy discourse to address the issue of sustainable water
development and management. There is also criticism over the excessive emphasis on the
usage of the terminology ‘IWRM’. Despite criticism, it is argued by many that IWRM could
be a way forward to tackle the crisis of water management. The objective of this thesis is to
find a ‘reflexive solution’ to overcome the obstacles in implementing the Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM) principles in Bangladesh using a multi-disciplinary
management approach. The findings of the study may be useful for Bangladesh as well other
countries to progress implementation of IWRM principles.

The practical implementation of IWRM espoused by the Global Water Partnership (GWP)
and many others would be difficult in many countries including Bangladesh with the existing
structure of the governance of the water resource management. IWRM concepts encompass
social, political, economic, environmental and cultural aspects of water, land and the
community. Implementation of the principles of IWRM in countries like Bangladesh needs a
‘reflexive approach’ and would face political and resource constraint challenges. It is widely
perceived that integration of IWRM principles is possible through reflexive and adaptive
water institutions with a multi-disciplinary approach. It is difficult to implement IWRM
based on the foundation of ‘less integrated’ and certainly less ‘reflexive’ structure for water
resources policy planning and management.

The research question has been put forward as ‘Can ‘reflexive governance’ help deliver
IWRM outcomes in Bangladesh?’ Few hypotheses are tested surrounding the research
question. To find out the answers, a ‘water governance approach’ is proposed with
integration of all necessary elements such as sustainability, institutions, critical factors and
international dimensions that affect IWRM in the context of Bangladesh to implement
IWRM. A literature survey on IWRM is done; thereafter a short research survey has been
carried out using case study, focus group and semi-structured interview methods in
Bangladesh which is presented in the thesis. A comparative analysis is made between
Australia and India in the area of water policy and governance. Bangladesh water sector
analysis is also presented. All these have been done to test the ‘water governance approach’
proposed in the thesis and finally a revised ‘water governance approach’ is presented in the
thesis.

The research has been designed and implemented with a focus on an applied outcome to
provide specific advice on the institutional or governance arrangements with the potential to
underpin IWRM implementations in countries, such as Bangladesh. This study finds that the
proposed ‘water governance approach’ would be an appropriate ‘reflexive water governance
structure’ for Bangladesh. This study also suggests that a few additional elements need to be
incorporated which are ‘Political Will’, ‘Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM)’ and
‘Local Government Institutions’.
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