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SYNOPSIS

This study presents romance tragedy of Romeo and Juliet style as a phenomenon that
can be found in many cultures with recorded history. In spite of the illegality of lethal
violence toward lovers in western countries and in spite of the adoption of a democratic
constitution in India in 1950, stories of the public murder of dedicated lovers, especially
in Northern India, began coming to worldwide attention in the media only since 1993.
Through personal contacts in India and Nepal, real life stories of gross personal and
community tragedy involving mainly the Hindu and Muslim religions have been
collected. These stories are examined looking for a path of progress in terms of
reconciliation and acceptance.

The published paper entitled ‘Towards a Study of Potentially Tragic Events of
Romeo and Juliet Style (Happening in the World Today and Mythological)’ presented
at a research student seminar in 2007 sets the stage for the thesis.

The core paper of the thesis is entitled ‘Present day romance tragedy of Romeo and
Juliet style: Focus on Northern India and Nepal in the time period 1993-2013.” The
burden of the article is to demonstrate a Path of Progress expressed under the logic of
social emergence.

Three related papers examining romance tragedy historically, artistically, and
socially follow. These are entitled:

The Romeo and Juliet phenomenon 1: Before and after Shakespeare

The Romeo and Juliet phenomenon 2: Expression in the arts — A tribute to genius

The Romeo and Juliet phenomenon 3: Sociological aspects of romance tragedy — Local
and global

The concluding summary chapter reviews challenges to honour and tradition, social

shame and social pride, globalization and rights to options, law, and social progress, and
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working toward a Path of Progress with a paradigm of hope. Links between local and

global peace initiatives are made, with an emphasis on maximizing pacifism.
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