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ABSTRACT

Disaggregated analysis of food consumption expenditures
of the poorer sectors of an economy is a useful task and vet
one that is not fregquently undertaken in LDCs. It is useful

due o its many potential contributions inter slia to the

development of cost of living indices, standards of living
indicators. ‘poverty lines' and scales of income

istribution crucial to effective pclicyv-making.

In this study. a disaggregated anzlveis of data from
mainly subsistence asgricultural households., in three

selected rural regions of 5Sri Lanka, was conducted using

0.

escriptive and guantitative methods. Quantitative methods
include regression analveis using single and svstems of
Q

equation demand models.

The results indicete theat the thres regions ars lazrgslv
simi_zaz n o Terms of socic-demofreaniil LnhiarelTerozTios T
are Zikelvy to influsnce food coasumptliln, Ll=2aling ©7 simiiar
patterns of Zood consumption expenditure ne eNpsnciture
pattern for most items of food. is determined significantlis

by the level of total expenditure onlyv. The variation in
food consumption expenditures across the Two seasons.,
corresponding to pre- and post-harvest periods of 1884. was
found to be statistically significant. The total =Xp

clasticities for the pre-harvest season werse higher for nmost

Food plaves & patently predominating rcie in the budget
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income classes. Almost a&ll items of food. including

staplies, involve increasing

incomes, suggesting tThat
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