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Editorial

The annual volume from the Australian Folklore Association is a sequel to
both that body’s own earlier publications and to the various and developing
strands observable in folklorics both here and overseas. Two years ago, in the
‘Editorial’! to Australian Folklore No. 11 we quoted the 1992 works of Dr
Jacqueline Simpson as to the then direction of the parent journal, Folklore,
particularly her testimony to the ‘steady broadening of the subject’. Now we
may note that journal’s further emphasis under her successor, Dr Gillian
Bennett — (see p. 14 of the present volume) — recording particularly that stress
on ethnographical treatment of vernacular culture and on oral history, and
social anthropology. (A remarkable example of oralffamily history is now
included in the Bainbridge essay by Edwin Wilson).

* ® *

Our international exchanges have continued and been added to, as has the
list of countries whose scholars we have published. The distant refereeing of
longer theoretical and comparative pieces has continued and in next year’s

issue we hope to list our wider range of consultant board members/con-
tributing editors.

The present volume is also concerned to honour the several decades of
highly significant folkloric and folk-sympathetic writing and collecting by
William Neville (Bill) Scott in this his seventy-fifth year. Due to publishing
deadlines, it has not been possible to include an overseas tribute to Bill’s
contemporary legend work by the eminent English scholar, Gillian Bennett in
the present issue, but it will appear in Australian Folklore No. 14 in 1999

The present volume has its contents more clustered than usual, due to the
sorts of copy received. It has usually proved difficult to announce or predict the
thrust of a yearly issue due to the slowness and/or unexpectedness of much of
the material offered. What may be asserted however is that the number of
contributors to any yearly volume seems likely to be maintained, as is their
geographic spread.

Quite certainly, however, various forms of pre-millennium appraisal will be
included in No. 14, (1999) as will some perspectives on the matter of ‘Folk
Narrative Research’, since that eminent International Society is due to meet in
Melbourne in 2001. Equally certain is the likelihood of further investigation of

1 Readers will be interested that a theory article of our 1996 volume — Dr Patrick K. Muana’s ‘Beyond
frontiers’ (pp. 79-100) has recently been reproduced in the Journal of African Cultural Studies, Volume
11, No. 1, June 1998, pp. 39-58. Other ‘exchanges’ have occurred not least in the Annual Bibliography
of English Language and Literature United Kingdom noting some 25 of our articles in their selective
listings in their 1996 volume, no. 71.
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ial i - in i 1997 conferences
ocal and post-colonial issues 'treat'ed in important
atolfc?tllﬁl Latrobe Ul;liversity and at the University of Western Sydney.

ders of our journal will, however, have noted over exploration
of \?aﬁgft‘:sl gﬁnic groups iln this country, notably those from.Ireland, Wales,f
Korea, Malta, Scotland, Macedonia and also from the South Pacific. Thaf sogt ?‘t
ambig,uous cultural relationship has been the subject of the recent Charles Stu
University publication, by Robert Doyle and others: Without Comprc;néz;zqg
Identity: An Examination of the Interaction among Two Clusters of Ethnic
Committees in Australia. Such interrning!mgs and clashes'Wl.ll continue }tlo
impact on the country’s multicultural society. Even more 51gnlﬁcantbwas tte
WIPO Fact Finding Mission to Australia at mid-year, the1’r task elr}g hp
investigate ‘Traditional Knowledge, Innovations and Culture’. Aspects of this
matter were treated in our 1992 Journal and at the 1996 Conference in
Brisbane. The fact-finding mission by tbe Wor.ld Intellectual Properf'ty
Organization, a specialised agency in the United Nations system, was part of a
global information gathering exercise.

% * *

Australian Folklore is regularly surveyed/indexpd by: .the quern Lapguaggs
Association of North America, for inclusions in their Bibliographies; the
Modern Humanities Research Association (as mentioned above); AflPAIS;kt le
International Repertory of Music Literature (New 'Y01jk); the Year’s Worh. m1
English Studies and a number of other appropriate indices and bibliographica
works.

i i i i he 1999 volume
It may be possible to provide an electronic version o‘f.t volt
and/or vayriouspback issues. Those interested in this possibility should indicate
this.
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one side only. The computer file should be in the popular
wordprocessing formats or in unformatted text form (IBM or Macintosh
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2 Authors must obtain in writing all permissions for the publication of
material under copyright and send a copy of this when submitting the
article.

3. Manuscripts should be typed double-spaced, leaving 12" (38mm)
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4 When the article is accepted for publication, it will be returned for the
writer’s checking prior to plating.

5. All tables, maps photographs, etc., should be submitted on separate
sheets with lucid (final) captions and clear indication of their location in
the manuscript.

6. Acknowledgements are carried by the first footnote which appears just
after the title of the article.

7  Manuscripts submitted to Australian Folklore should not have been
submitted elsewhere, nor should they simultaneously be under
consideration for another publication.

8.  Manuscripts should be in English and observe usual English / Australian
conventions of usage, spelling and punctuation.

9. Books reviews are normally handled by the Reviews Editor who solicits
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Australian Folklore on the World Wide Web

This journal has its own ‘homepage’ on The World Wide Web. The
purpose is to broaden knowledge of and access to Australian Folklore.
The Internet ‘address’ is: <http://www.une.edu.av/arts/FolkloreJournal/AF htm>.
As well as containing information regarding the most recent editions of the
journal, the webpages offer a list of other related major folklore
publications in English.
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Commemoration of the Career of Bill Scott

Bill (William Neville) Scott at Seventy-Five

J. S. Ryan

Bill Scott (b. 4 October 1923) has long been a full time writer and one of
Australia’s most liked bookmen — he would probably prefer that term to ‘man
of letters’. He is also one of our peculiarly significant myth, contemporary
legend and folklore scholars, so regarded both here and overseas. As the
bibliography included in this issue of Australian Folklore will make clear, his
writing includes: autobiography, biography, children’s books, drama, fiction,
general prose for the national radio, etc., as well as his many contributions to
sound recordings.

He likes ‘most people’, music, yarning, rum and poetry, a combination of
which brings him often to Sunday’s ‘Australia All Over’. In a less guarded
moment he once admitted to disliking pigeons, topiary, pretension, and
making speeches. He has long savoured school visits, Writers’ Weeks, reading at
railway workshops, abattoirs, and teachers’ colleges. Write-ins have led to many
lasting friendships. His temper, is perhaps best represented by the fact that he
has contributed in Australia, ‘to the journals Overland, The Bulletin, Australian
Letters, North, Quadrant, Makar, Idiom, Stringybark and Greenbide, Australian
Tradition and others’ — the order and selection are his, as well as many
overseas. He has been a tower of strength to numerous ‘folk’ organisations,
perhaps most notably to the Queensland Folk Federation.

He laughs a lot, savours bush music — he is the older brother of the late
Alan Scott (1930-1996) — and clearly enjoys interviews, residence at seminars,
workshops and the like.

The material collected for this issue of Australian Folklore is offered as a
modest tribute to one of the finest and most tireless of our folklorists and
collectors. Like Russel Ward, Dal Stivens and Bill Wannan, similarly honoured
before him, his contribution has been lifelong and the Australian Folklore
Association and the general public will long remain in his debt.
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