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CONVENTIONS AND LIST OF COMMON ABBREVIATIONS

Throughout the thesis the format is in accordance with that suggested by the

Modern Humanities Research Association, MHRA Style Book: Notes for Editors, and

Writers of Theses, 5th edn (London: Modern Humanities Research Association, 1996).

In anticipation of this current study being used by those from varying disciplines or

background experience, including non-specialists from the region, and possibly over

the longer time period that is the life of many regional works, the detail on MSS and

some other works has been expanded to enable easier identification of items.

Every quotation, by its very extraction from context, is at best a tampering with

the text. For some closer fidelity to the original works, the various quotations and

appendices have attempted to preserve any now non-standard spelling, punctuation

and, as noted within for several items, also the original if aberrant lineation.

ADB	 Australian Dictionary of Biography

ADHSJ&P	 Armidale and District Historical Society Journal and

Proceedings

AONSW	 Archives Office of New South Wales

DNB	 Dictionary of National Biography

HRNSW	 Historical Records of New South Wales

HRA	 Historical Records of Australia

JOL MSS	 John Oxley Library Manuscripts

JRAHS	 Journal of the Royal Australian Historical Society

JRHSQ	 Journal of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland

ML MSS	 Mitchell Library Manuscripts
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ABSTRACT

A survey of significant regional prose for the North Coast of New South Wales,

Australia, up to 1914, this work draws together for close analysis a previously

uncollected body of regional writing from disparate sources. Predominantly non-

fiction, the types of text under consideration include explorers' logs, personal diaries,

letters, memoirs, newspaper accounts, travel books, history, and scientific articles. The

fiction portion also covers adventure writing and romance. These texts are examined

for their construction of the region, including contemporary perceptions of its

Indigenous inhabitants, and how this image, both general and personal, is mediated by

interaction with other texts, or by the (necessary) publishing process. A general

thematic grouping treats the texts progressively, in turn from navigation and voyages,

to exploration and travel, to settlement, professional service, and then those written for

the newly emerging mass readership.

Conclusions are then made as to the increasing role for regionalism, and for the

insights to be gained from a close scrutiny of such hitherto overlooked texts when

handled in a chronological fashion. Postmodernism's concerns assist greatly in

enriching our notions as to the role of (all) serious writing.



vii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface and Acknowledgements 	 iii
Conventions and List of Common Abbreviations 	
Abstract	 vi
Table of Contents	 vii
List of Illustrations	 ix

1	 INTRODUCTION	 1

2 THE EARLY MARITIME PROSE 	 9

Coastal Mapping	 11
Lieut. James Cook	 13
Joseph Banks	 18
Lesser Texts of the Endeavour	 23

Landings	 27
Lieut. Matthew Hinders	 28
Investigator and After	 37

3 THE LATER MARITIME PROSE	 42

Later Landings	 43
Thomas Whyte	 43
John Oxley	 45
John Uniacke	 47
Capt. Henry Rous	 50

Brief Passages	 53
Alfred Stephen	 54
Percy Clarke	 56
Hume Nisbet	 58

Interruptions	 59
James Watkin	 59
John McCulloch	 63

4 THE PROSE OF LAND EXPLORATION 	 	 65

Lieut. John Oxley 	 70
Governor Lachlan Macquarie 	 97

5 THE PROSE OF LAND JOURNEYS	 104

Pioneer Travels	 105
Clement Hodgkinson	 105
Lt. Colonel Charles Mundy	 119

Semi-Settled	 126
George Theodore Blakers 	 127

Later Travellers	 137
Tom Roberts	 137
Dr. A.B. Brockway	 143



viii

6	 SETTLERS' PROSE: PENAL AND PASTORAL 	 	 151

Convict Period	 153
James Tucker	 153
Annabella Boswell	 158

Pastoral Society	 164
H.G. Hamilton	 165
John Henderson	 169
Annie Baxter	 179
Edward Ogilvie	 189
Henry Croad	 1%

Non-British Voices	 198
Theodore Maier	 199
Etienne Bordier-Roman	 204

Later Pastoralism	 210
E.W. Rudder	 210

7	 THE PROSE OF THE SERVING PROFESSIONALS:
DIVINE AND SCIENTIFIC	 219

Divines	 220
Rev. Dr. John Dunmore Lang 	 220
Rev. Arthur Selwyn	 223
Fr. John Sullivan	 227
Maggie Sullivan	 229

Science	 232
John MacGillivray	 232
J. Horbury Hunt 	 235
H.M.R. Rupp	 237
R.H. Mathews	 239
Mary Bundock	 2A3

8	 MASS READERSHIP PROSE	 249

Henry Kendall	 250
'Our Travelling Correspondent' 	 255
Tommy Pipeful' 	 262
Myra Felton	 265
'Louis' Becke	 272

9	 CONCLUSION	 280

APPENDICES (including Table)
	

284

BIBLIOGRAPHY	 316



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

facing page

Map of North Coast for Travellers by Sea	 	 54

Map of Oxley's Overland Journey	 	 75

Map of Hodgkinson's North Coast
	
	 107

Aboriginal Group in Ceremonial Formation	 	 114

Map of A.B. Brockway's North Coast
	

(following) 	 142

Henderson's Gunyas	 (following) 	 172

Interior of Henderson's House at Elsineur 	 	 174

ix


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9

