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ABSTRACT

Land settlement for farming development has initiated and
•

motivated the utilization of under-used Fijian lands for

commercial purposes. It ha.s provided the impetus for the

effective application of the integrated rural development

approach aimed at improving living conditions in non-urban

areas. In the three most recent national development plans

(D.P.7 - 9, 1976 - 1990), goals have been set for programmes to

promote economic opportunities and cater for the people's needs

and livelihood.

This study, however, has tried to observe the impact of the land

settlement programme on the Lomaivuna ethnic Fijian farmers and

the surrounding communities. It reviews the origin and

development of the scheme and its performance relating to the

management, farming output, the role of participating agencies

and the state of the scherr.e today.

Data were collected through a questionnaire survey, formal

interviews, informal discussion and a search of archival records

of the participant-agency files. Library research was carried

out to provide the literature review and supportive information.

Eighty random-sampled farrr.ers (48% of the Fijian leaseholders or

38% of the total scheme farmers) were surveyed.



v.

The findings of the research study reveal that arable farming is

still the primary economic activity at Lomaivuna. Fijian

customs, traditions and related obligations will continue to

affect nearly every aspect of the farmers' lives, particularly

farming. It should be recognized and accepted that Fijian

leaseholders regard customs and traditions as important aspects

of their existence. The farmers have made compromises to

accomodate communalism but the practical result qualifies the

Lomaivuna leaseholders as only semi-commercial farmers, or even

semi-subsistence farmers.

Today's Lomaivuna farmers are satisfied, although economic

returns are not as fulfilling as most want them to be. Lomaivuna

has provided them certain opportunities which are non-existent

in the village community. Their immediate need (similar to most

small farmers in Fiji relying on the domestic markets) is the

provision of greater opportunities and efficient organization to

convert production into profits.
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