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Editorial

In this issue we have followed the more recent habit of clustering into
larger groups the papers now selected for publication, and also offer now
the accumulating food pieces which were referred to in Australian
Folklore No 20 (onp. vi of that volume.) This group is most helpfully
introduced by Donna Lee Brien's reflective essay on the largely
television-popularised Celebrity Chefs, whose personal presentations
and influence alike constitute a most formative influence on the hitherto
cautious Australian foodways.

The Railway Conference report promised did not eventuate, but two
rominent figures from the Sesqui-centennial Conference have combinedP 

to offer us aprovocative paper on the amazingly precious site in Sydney,
certainly unique in the world, which is threatened at the present time. We
are also informed that an east coast Cooperative Rail Research Centre is
in theprocess of formation, a vital development, since so much of the
lore associated with heavy industry is in danger of being forgotten
without a drive topreserve as much as possible of Australia's great
industrial age which has long been passing.

*

As is reported below on p. 56, ff., the dynamism—and appeal—of
folklore have alike become very obvious in the last decade. Indeed, the
subject's encyclopedias, predictably in English, that cover a range of
countries have been a symbol of the discipline's confident outreach. The
efforts of R.M. Dorson some forty years ago to promote comparative
studies may well have seemed premature, but it is to be hoped that the
fine series which he then edited will be reissued now that the market is so
much larger and eager.

Now too, folklore is also meeting for so many the ever-increasing
desire to be familiar with the lore of more adjacent countries, or those
contributing ever more facets to our own lifestyle by virtue of the many
cultural diasporas/ exiling disturbances of the last fifty years.
Storytelling, sprawling and many-volumed fantasies and personal
writings, similarly, have roused more and more awareness of the
satisfying lifestyle of discrete communities, for all the blandishments of
vaunted 'globalism'.

As the cover and frontispiece alike make clear—for each is excellently
focussed by the sensitive art work of Aisha Khan—we decided to feature
now various aspects of the more urban 'creature just out of the line of
sight', or the shapes that were with us or appeared to threaten when we
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were alone, uncomfortable, or deeply distressed for whatever reason.
Thus the Black Dog shape has become apeculiarly persistent feature of
the last ten years in manyparts of the world, our articles concentrating
on England and on Eastern Australia. (Readers may also wish to look at
the earlier and insightfully comparative article, 'The Necessary Other, Or
"When one needs a Monster" 'in Australian Folklore 17 (2002).

Indeed, it has beenpointed out to us by members of the Board that
the black dog has become a common,yet subtle and enigmatic feature of
various forms of fantasy writing. This is notably true of the Australian
writer, Isobelle Carmody, who won various prizes, from the Children's
Book Council and other bodies, as in 1992 and 1993, for her Gothic
piece, The Gathering, in which the activities of black dos are bothg 
unexplained and deeply disturbing. A perhaps more obvious use of the
black dog motif occurs in J.K. Rowling's The Prisoner of Azkahan
(1999), which features boggarts, werewolves, a padfoot, and the black
dog that Harry Potter had seen near the home of the Dursleys. For in
(young) adult lore all of these threatening manifestations ever more
encountered in urban locations.

Australian Folklore wishes to acknowledge the worldwide and
invaluable cooperation of many cultural organizations, libraries,
publishers, and individuals, including: the executive of the Australian
Folklore Association, the journal's Editorial Board members for their
willing and constructive advice; the far scattered referees of the submitted
articles; alike the Modern Humanities Research Association and the
Modem Language Association (in New York), for their helpful
bibliographical coverage, and other forms of scholarly advice and
support; the Dean, Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, the
University of New England; the members of the University of New
England's Heritage Futures Research Centre, the reference services of the
Dixson Library, the University of New England, and of the University
and Regional Archives in Armidale, NSW; and of the Head of the School
of Education, Southern Cross University, Lismore, NSW.

Much helpful assistance has come from many overseas universities,
notably those of Indiana, Sheffield, Otago, Edinburgh, Slovakia, Tartu,
and elsewhere, as well as from the ever more dynamic Folklore Society
(in London) and the imaginative International Society for Folk Narrative
Research.

Once again we are deeply in debt to the long time Secretary of the
Association, Mark Moravec, and to the co-editor, Dr Robert J. Smith, for
tireless work for the journal, and, indeed, for all the causes and essential
activities of the Australian Folklore Association.
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