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The format of this volume of Australian Folklore, like some of the
more recent, has been divided into several loose clusters, as is clear from
the table of contents. Thus there is a grouped focus on several of the
larger areas of the folklore work now being worked on in this country.
Again the annual issue covers a multiple number of research approaches
to the field, although almost all of the items now included have a strong
link with Australia and with materials largely generated by the various
regions, societies and belief systems of the continent.

We have been able to reprint — with Fabula's gracious permission —
a paper given to an international congress in Melbourne but which had
appeared in print first in Germany, and we have also been able to publish
an account of fieldwork being done in the Indian sub-continent.
Significantly, we have been in scholarly contact with/ exchanged journals
with various equivalent major societies and publishers in the field,
including those edited in Canada, China, Estonia, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States, in particular.

The two vital short pieces from Hugh Anderson which open the issue
shed some fascinating light on the formation of the mind sets of Cecil
Sharp and the Rev. Charles Marson prior to the usual 'date' for the
British folk revival,

that day in autumn 1903 when Sharp first heard John England, the
gardener of the Somerset vicarage where he was staying, sing 'The Seeds
of Love' as the beginning of the folk revival. (Michael Brocken, The
British Folk Revival, 1944-2002, p.4)

One assumes that this Australia-manifested form of liberal democratic
spirit, as a catalyst to the 'revival', may well be given more attention in
future scholarship concerned with Sharp, with his principles in collecting,
and so with his influence.

We are pleased to be able to devote a considerable section to a 'new'
form of story telling by the folk, in this case the individual turning to 'life
writing' — hoping that it may be published in print — and so offering us
for our investigation the study of this passion for auto/biography, i.e.
writing about the self and/or others. While several of the pieces now
included — and they are clearly concerned with masses of fascinating
'lore’ which have much teased the actual writers — it is hoped that
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subsequent papers will be as much concerned with questions of genre as
is Donna Lee Brien in her essay which opens the cluster. Clearly new
theories of genre — especially since the 1980s — have moved away from
formal classifications like 'legend' and 'yarn' and now conceive of
these/related genres as dynamic and evolving responses to recurring
rhetorical situations and perspectives persisting in the post-modern era.

We note that, of the Five Royal Society for the Arts Manifesto
Challenges issued in their 250th year, that two may seem of interest to
our readers, namely: (3) fostering resilient communities; and (5) advancing
global citizenship. Both the local/regional identity aspect of folklore and
the 1ssues of cultural survival in the face of globalisation would seem to
be involved here.
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