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Editorial

In this last year there have been many indications that the Folklore
discipline is gaining considerably in both academic and general recognition
in this country, much as it is abroad. Specifically, not only have there
been our own Association's members contributing to major folklore and
related conferences in North America and the United Kingdom, but
Graham Seal was invited to give a keynote opening address 	 on concepts
concerned with ANZAC 	 to a special inaugural Folklore Conference at
the Victoria University of Wellington, in the New Zealand capital. Like
grand theme conferences continue to be associated with the National
Library in Canberra, while more applied ones are linked with state
libraries and regional festivals. Similarly, it is pleasing that a long 2005-
written paper from an AFA member has more recently appeared in the
electronicjournal, Folklore edited in Estonia. It may also be noted that
Australian scholars represented in this present issue reach out to field
materials in Burma, Canada, and elsewhere, while many of their themes
are 'global contemporary'.

We have also been interested in the way in which Folklore and
Ethnography, perhaps, rather than Anthropology, may be said to be
coming together. Of course, this has been the case in some sense, for
many years, and the matter has been discussed in our pages. In this
regard, we may now reflect on SIEF, the International Society for
Ethnolog and Folklore, one founded in Athens on September 8th 1964y 
(not so much before the foundation in 1965 of the British-based Society
for Folk Life Studies, and, soon thereafter, of itsjournal, Folk Life). As
SIEF has put it

Internationally the field of ethnology and folklore is undergoing
considerable transformations in terms of theory, methodology, and
practical outlook.

And so their 9th Conference, to be held in Northern Ireland in June 2008,
has the theme of 'Transcending European Heritages: Liberating the
Ethnological Imagination', and, like most of its recent work, is to be
concerned with 'newly emergent cultural possibilities, presenting cultural
Others and laying open sites of conflict, as well as of encounter'.

Similarly outward looking—and, in some respects, challenging	 the
contents of this issue of Australian Folklore treat of matters connected
with Australia,yet reaching out to England, New Zealand, Burma, South
America, and elsewhere, while another, moregeneral paper treats of the
universal search for meaningful personal fulfillment of identity made
possible by means of the internet.



Another groundbreaking conference	 to be held in Melbourne in
February 2008, is entitled `Aesopic Voices: Reframing Truth in
Twentieth-Century Folklore, Fairy Tales and Fables', its rubric
commenting:

When political, social or religious circumstances are hostile to truth
and open debate, artists may week refuge in the realm of the
AEsopic.

A further milestone ofprogress in the exploration of the narratives of
experience in this country is the founding of the Sage-issued new journal,
Memory Studies, its first volume to appear in January 2008, with two of
the three editors coming from Macquarie University, and with both
Australia and New Zealand represented on the Editorial Board. It intends
to examine 'how, what and why individuals, groups and societies
remember' and explore the cultural shifts affecting memory in the
contemporary era. While these are infinite, aspects highlighted for
possible exploration include:

everyday remembering; collective, public, social and shared
memory; biography and history; schema and narrative; the ethics of
remembering and forgetting; commemoration and remembrance;
media and mechanisms; ... cultural memory and heritage; nation and
nostalgia; and memory and the politics of identity.

Certainly the field is one of enormous importance to Australians and to
the understanding of stories told in this country and to the world beyond.
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BELIEF NARRATIVES ABOUT SUPERNATURAL BEINGS
IN DAUPHINE

Nicolas Abry

In late 2005 there was published in Grenoble by the Musee Dauphinois a
volume by Charles Joisten (1936-1981), Nicolas Abry and Alice Joisten.

The first, a folklorist following Van Gennep, in 1973 founded the
regional, Le monde alpin rhodanten. The second working there on the
database to capture and index the considerable Joisten corpus of legends.
The third, Alice Joisten, fostered the continuity of the ethnological journal
which he founded and is now deeply involved in the dissemination of his
data and scientific legacy .. .

Over more that 25 years Charles had accomplished a systematic survey
of oral traditions in Dauphine and Savoy, of fantastic beings in the
Department of Isere 	 fairies and other wild people, the goblin (domestic
spirit) attached to certain rich houses, farms or barns (esprit follet, folleton,
familier„servan, gonin..); the devil and his fiends/ henchmen-wizards
metamorphosed magicians, sorcerers, magicians, witches, werewolves
fantastic animals, like the jiving or wheeling snake, fantastic humans like
'banshees' and 'the white lady' or night young ladies, haunting and luminous
spirits or revenants, luminous, sounding or embodied phenomena,
Garguantua the giant, together with all religious, monkish and historic
legends, stories about treasures, etc.

These narratives are presented by locality or community, the compilers
endeavouring to link this corpus from Dauphine to the impressive and
indeed monumental international catalogue, the Motif Index, in order to
include these sometimes very tiny pieces of memory into the intangible
heritage of Humanity.

The index at the end of this work will provide an overview of the mental
matter that people from Isere kept in their corpus of traditional narratives.

*	 *

The work has 576 pages, each 18 x 24 cm. ISBN 2-905375 78-7. 40-00
Euros.

* Editors:

This is a compilation of various related notes and reports supplied to
Australian Folklore by Nicolas Abry. The three writers of the work under
discussion had/ also have a considerable reputation for their defence of ritual
theory, supernatural ontology as experiences by individuals when they are in

receptive frame of mind, and so to public narratives and like rites of
passage.
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