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The Monitor says 'the Botanical Gardens in

the Government Domain are occasionally

locked, and, on demanding admittance you are
informed that none but military officers arc
allowed the privilege of perambulating therein.!
He ars not awarc that the Botanic Gardens werc
ever intended to be a public promcnade, but this
we know, that the utmost aticention has becn peid
to visitants, whether civil or military. 3Bui

it happens, that on Sundays, immense numbers...
flock to these gardensyeseso that the whole of
Mr, Frascr's time has bcen occupicd in atiending
to them., Last Sunday, howcver, ithc gates werc
shut for the first time, on 2all visitors,
whether civil or military, and_the practice will
be continued on the Sabbathess

The Gagette held that Fraser, likc his workmen, should have Sunday

frec, and that he should be spared the "frequent depredationsead.

1

committed on the shrubs and fruit® in his carc. Therc seemed no reason

to deprive the Colonial Botanist of nis day of rest "merely becausc
Mre. Monitor Hall chooscs %o give himscelf airs and find fault."362 The
Gardens, 1t seems, were virtually raided cach Sunday by the "immense
numbers® who took advantage of poor fraser's inability to watch his
precious plants while he atitcnded to requests for cuiitings and sceds,
A little later, Frascr was so taxed by visisors secking Florence 0live

seeds that he "left a quantity of sceds at the Gazette Office for our

4363

optional distribution. Onc is tempted to wonder whether some were

attracted to the Gardens by reports that Fraser was successfully

. . 6

producing op1um13 4
Charles Praser, especially during his last iwo years gave

much attention to the construction of walks, one of which was 1600 yards

365

longe. On 9 September 1831, Governer Darling, who had already taken

carc o delineate the boundaries of the Governmeni Domain, including
366 . .
the Gardens,y in the most meticulous terms,” officially annocunced that

the grounds in the Government Domain, near Anson's
Point307 have been laid out in walks for the
recercation of the public; and that the Domain
will be opencd for carriages on Tuesday next, the

361 SydeGazs, 26 Septe 1827,

362 ibid, i

363 Syd.Gaze, 9 Junc 1829,

364 Syd.Gaz., 5 Jan. and 26 Nov. 1827.

365 EKew Bulletin, 1906, p.211. '

366 Govt. Order 8 June 1829 in SydsGaz., 9 Junc 1829.
367 Mrse. Macquarie's Chair,




BOTANIC GARDENS: MAP 10 (1884)

From The Australian Handbook and
Shippers' and Importers' Directory

for 1884.

NOTEE le The clearly defined areas denotced the Inner
Domain and thce Outer Domaine

2 The Botanic Gardens within the Domain divided
into threc main sections, the Upper Middle and
Lower Gardens, which however arc not so labelled
herc.

3¢ The reclaimed arca lying between the Farm Cove
seawall and the driveway which once skirted the 1
Cove's original shoreline. (sece Maps 4:-and 6)







13th instant.

The road from the sitairs near Fort Macquarie
along Farm Cove to the gatec which crosses the
road at the cxtremity of the Botanic Garden is
reserved for the exclusive accommodation of
persons on foot.

Carriagcs and horscmen may entere...at the gate
near the School of Industry,3 or at the
Wooloomoonloo gate at the southern boundary of
the Domain,369

Oncc again the press saw the deprivation of a public right.
After all, Sydney Town offered little cnough:

The Domain—This favourite spot, the only
plcasant walk in Sydney, is now rendered
comparatively uscless to the pedestrian, by its
being made a2 drive for carriagese The inner
domain is still exclusive—=from the public,
What are the inhabitants to do? we think it
hard, that without ceremony, they should be
curtailed in the small cnjoyments the Town
affords. The public at large suffers, but mor
particularly our juvenile population; we trus
that this unfair mode of vitiating public
property, will be quickly abolished,37°

e
4
v

The "Governor'!s Demesne™ had become "public proverty.”

In 1838, Governor Gipps announced that "the Botanic Garden

371

will not in future be closed against the Public on Sundayse” James

Xidd

H)

clt bound to point out that

Visitors to these Gardens are on ne account %o
injurce the plants or seats, nor pluck fruits or
flowers,

Soon after taking office, Moorc recommended to the Committece
of Management, the regulations which governed public behaviour for the
rcmainder of the century. People were to comc to the Gardens “decenily
dressed'; children were to be accompanied "by some responsible person'

373

smolking was forbiddens plants were not to be damaged; +the public

368 a school "formed.e.for bringing up young coleonial girls, at the
instance and suggestion of Mrs Darling..." Archdeacon Scott i HRA
XII, p«309., The school stood on the site of the Mitchell "ing
of the Library of Nele.We

369 Kew Bulletin, 1906, pe2l2.

370 SMH, 6 Sept, 1831.

371 Order of 24 Apr. 1838, quoted in JRAES, 1928, Delle

372 James Kidd's noticc of 6 Nov. 1841, qu quotcd in JRAHS, 1928, p.21

373 until 1921, Andcrson: ABC, peld.
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would not be admitted on-Sundays until one o'clock; “2ll known bad

characters" would be rgfgsed_admission.374
1ft;lvj%'iéiinfercé¥iﬂé“{$jbonsider how the Gardens and Domain werc

popularly regarded, Writing long before the area of the Domein west

of Macquarie Strcet was sold to raise funds for a new Government House,

William Charles Wentworth lamented that "extension of the town has beer

stopped by the Government House, and the adjoining domain™ when deep

water could have affor@ed'?facilities for the ercction of warchouses

- n375 On the other hand.

as alrcady shown, Mr. Commissioner Bigge thoroughly apuvroved of the

and the various important purposcs of commerce,

Botanic Garden, albeit for its economic poiential, and Dr. George
Bennett, who first visited Sydney in 1829, agreed:

Such an establishment would be mest valuable
as a nursery for the introduction of trces,
shrubs, or plants, estimable either for
timber, fruits, flowers, or d%gs, and thus
add resources to the colony.3

He thercfore
regretted that this establishment, as a
'botanic garden' is not encouraged, it being,
in fact, merc£¥7a government vegetable and
fruit garden.

By 1860, however, 3ennett considered that "the Botanic

Garden at Sydney is an objcct of great atiraciion," owing largely to
the efforts of "the present able Director, !r, Charles Moore."378

The Quaker missionary, James Backhouse, not given to lavish-
ing praise, considered in 1836 that

the Sydney Botanic Garden is a finc institution;
it is furnished with a good collection of native
and foreign plantse Some of iis_Curators have
ranked highly as men of scicnceas

374 Minute Book I, 1836-1863 (Aust.Mus.Lib.) minute of 18 March 1848,

375 Wentworth: Statistical Account, I, pp.l0-ll.

376 Bennett: WNanderings, Ly pe339.

377 ibide.

378 Bennett: Gatherings, p.334.

379 Backhouse: Narrative, D.35l. Backhouse joined Alexe McLeay,
Francis Forbes, Sir John Jamison, William Macarthur "and some
other gentlemen® in inspcciing the vines.
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In the 1840s, Ce. Ps Hodgson fclt that in the Domain

Nature avpearcd to have concentrated her
riches and rariticse...and the spirit of
scicence and enterprize to have exertcd their
powers to rcender it 2 second pa.radise.3é

Another writer of the forties also apprcciated the paradisaic nature
of the areca, drawing some delightful comparisons at the cxpensc of the
regulations:

I have just rcturned from the mnst beautiful
spot I ever saw-—the Botanical Gardens of
Sydncye. It was literally a walk through
Paradise; thc only diffcrence betwixt it

and Edcen being, that here EVERY {rec was
forbiddcen, and death and desiruction awarded,
by man=-traps and other means, to thosc that
touched their fruit. These Botanical Gardens
in posifiion are the finest in the worldeee«dut
the splendour of the plants, the trees, the
flowers! Svery production of the Bast i1s here;
every plant, every fruii, every beautiful
flower is t0 be seen in these gardens in the
highest possible perfections The invegsity of
onmets admiration is almost painiules.

Like many visitors, Licut.-Cole Godfrey Charles Mundy,
although "having no scicence' considered the Botanic Gardens "2 most
creditable effort on the pars of a ycung colony," He condemned the
"rabid attack...by the onpposition members of the Legislative Council®
upon the estimatcs for 1849« This "disgraceful fact" had actually
threatened the maintenance of "this pleasant place of public resort®
and was clearly an "instancce of radical ebullition and legisletive
wantonness."382

Therc never has becn any doubt about the beauty of the site

380 Hodgson: Reminiscences, pPell.
381 John Hood: Australia and thc EasteeelLonds, 1843, ppel03-d.
382 Mundy: Our antipodes, I, Pel3e




~525
383

of the Gardens and Domain and therc were also good practical

reasons for the appreciatiorn of such a reserve closc %o the city:

Nothing can be morc dclicious during onc of
the hot days of summer, than to seck the deep
shade in the sylvan rececsscs of these gardens,
and occupy one of the numerous _rustic scatS..s
beneath the evergreen foliage.3

The realisation had come that the uncouih evergrecn eucalypts had some
value after all, The same however, could not always be said of that

part of the Domain beyond the Gardens:

The domainseeis rather pretty when not burnt

to a cinder, nor looking like & red-hot frying-
pan; the Botanical Gardens are more than
pretty...3

The newly-arrived immigrants in the 1840s could soothe, or arouse,
pangs of nostalgia by visiting the Gardens, wherc

the most valued plants are the English primrose,

the cowslip, violet, and daisy, which arc shaded
from the sun by screens, and ireasured as carefully
as the most tonder exotics..ein England. These
simple and homely memorials of our native land touch

383 ce.g. Angas: Australia, Dpe.149: "The Domaine...is a beautiful park
eeerichly timbered, and laid cut with carriage drives, which
command a series of the most enchanting views...The Botanic
Gardens are an attractive feature...delighifully situated on
the banks of a dcep bayees"

Balfour: Sketch, ps53: "The plan, site and general arrangemen
of the gardens are as creditablc %o those who first designed
them, as their uniform good order, the cleanliness of the walks
and beds, and progressing improvemcnts are to the present
managing committcc.™

Baden Powell: New Homes, pe26: iThc gardens, singularly aided
by nature, and also by clever management, would of themselves be
sufficient, but the whole cffect is much heightened by the
beautiful vicwsSeeo"

Francis Myers in Andrew Garran (Ed.): Picturcsque Atlas of
Lustralasia, Syd., 1886, I, p.92: 7,..a better site for a
permanent obotanic garden could hardly have been selected had the
country been scourcd for a dozen miles around...Nature furnished
a happy ovportunity, and the gardcner's skill has donc the rest.”
Wme Howitt: Two Years, II, p 252: "Descending through the
Domain to the Botanic Gardens, we find them possessing one of
the most enchanting situations imaginable.™

384 Angas: gSavage Life, II, ».190.

385 Townsend: Ramblcsy Del58e
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the heart with their eloquent silence, and the
sternest goul is not insensible to their mute
appeal.38

Once Sunday admission was instituted, the Domain and Gardens
were ""crowded with people of every degree® for "the artisan..e.spruce
clerks and younger employes of the government offices...troops of
boarding-school girls" all enjoyed Ythe recreation of a walk."387 It
took the Principal of Sydney College to point out the wider value of
such a reserve, He saw it as

a secluded retirement for the man of contemp—
lation, a gorgeous and profusely abundant

feast for the true lover of naturc...a field

of research for the man of science; a relief
and refreshment to the busy and industrious
citizen: it recruits wasted energies, renews
exhausted powers, and adds an attraction to our
fair cityeeseThe gardens in the centre of this
domain are arranged with much taste and neatness
ssosThey are open...from sunrise to sunset...The
throwing these gardens open to the public serves
many useful purposes: not only does it afford a
pleasant promenade, but it induces a love for
botanical science; it inspires an attachment to
Nature's works; it leadseessthe youthful mind to
seek a more intimate acquaintance with thosg
beauties which here cannot but be admired,3°0

This fervent apologia contains reasons which are still accepted over
120 years later, ,

All these enthusiastic accounts, however, related to the
Lower and Middle Gardens, for the Upper Garden, which had contained
the old Kitchen Garden, propagating beds, stables, residences, etg. was
not opened to the public until 1876.389 Thus in 1862 for example,

it was clear that the Gardens were

386 Angas: Savage Life, II, pp.190-l. )

387 Re G. Jameson: New Zealand, South Australia and New South WaleSees
Lond., 1842, p.1l12, For further evidence of the popularity of
the Gardens during holidays, sece also A Visit to Ausiralia, pel2l
and Balfour: Sketch, pe59: "The Sydney gardens present on
Sunday afternocons a most animated scene; persons of all classes
flock to them and seem to forget the toils and cares of the past
week, in admiration of the beauty and loveliness that surround
them," See also Syd.Mail, 19 Aug. 1865, :

388 (Rev.) Thomas Henry Braim: A History of New South WaleSessLonde,
1846, II’ p.2960 ’

389 JRAHS, 1931, p.127; Anderson: ABC, p.l4.
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divided into the scientific and pleasure-—
grounds. The former, old in appearance, care-
worn, and not very large, promisc something in
the distant future; at present their treasury
is small, and contains a variety of good things,
but a multitude of bad. The latter arc magnifi-
cent, delightful, and invaluable,..39%

Moore's work at the Gardens in the years after the enquiry

did not go unnoticed. In 1860 attention was drawn to

the improvements..o.becing made in the Sydney Botan~
ic Gardens..es0 gradual in their operation that
they probably do not attract from casual visitors
that attention which they deserve, Those, however,
who remember the size and condition of the gardens
a few years back will recognise the desirable
alterationeee

A major part of this "alteration" was the reclamation work in Farm

Cove,

Three acres had been recently added to the Gardens, "part from

the bush and part from Farm Cove" and a further three acres were about
t0 be added.

The scientific part of the new ground will be
occupied with an extension of the natural

system of arrangement, on a similar plan and
scale to that already adopted on the ground
adjoining...393 although the scientific div-
ision may not be properly appreciated by the
public it will be of the greatest valuec to

those whoeeestudy botany. The larger number who
last season attended Mre. Moore!s lectures at the
Botanic Gardens than during any previous season
may be regarded as an indication that the taste
for this interesting science is on the increaseceee

394

391

392
393

394

Jessop: Flindersland, I, p.89. Mundy also referred to the two
distinct sections (isce the Upper Garden on the onc hand, and the
Middle and Lower Gardens on the other): ",.,.divided into two
compartments; one laid out in formal squares, containing the
floral produce of many.e.e.lands,.esthe other more in the English
pleasure=ground style embracing a wide circuit of the picturesque
Farm Cove." (Mundy: Our Antipodes, I, ppe70-1l).

SydeMail, 28 July 1860.

It was now proposed to arrange plants according to Dr. John
Lindley's system, in four classes: Hypogynous, Perigynous,
Epigynous referring to the point of attachment of the stamens in
relation to the gynoecium of a flower, and Diclinous, applied

t0o plants with unisexual flowers,

SydeMail, 16 June 1866,
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Unhappily, the reclamation work did not maintain a desirable
tempo, and in 1866 there were complaints about the head of Farm Cove
where

the action of the sun on the refuse deposited
in the mud gencrates omfl rank and sickening
odour,..The fetid and loathsome slough is an
eYCSOTrCessd

Nevertheless, the public was kept informed of what plants were in
flower, and inspections at appropriate times were urged.396 In 1871,
Thomas Sutcliffce Mort won praise for prcsenting to the Gardens a glass-—

house, together with some specimens of exotics to be raised within
4 397
it,

. Notwithstanding the problems of reclamation in the Lower
Garden, the Gardens generally were, by 1864, considered to he an
indicator of colonial progress:

It is a conceded fact that a nationts progress
and the love of gardening, go hand in hand, and
we should imagine that were a stranger to land
in the Botanic Gardens,y on his first arriving
in this Colony, his impression would be ithat
this country is in a progressive state,

The contribution to this desirable state of affairs by Moore and his
former Vice-~regal patron was not overlooked:

It must be patent to the minds of the gener-
ality of our readers, the great improvements
that have taken place in the Botanic Gardens
during the last ten years, in fact, we date its
progress from the time of Sir William Denison's
advent; and it must be a convincing proof of
the great utility an energetic CGovernor is to

a young country...Too much praise cannot be
given to the wortgy Director and his
subordinates,ss3

It was only nine years since "the worthy Dircctor" had been charged as
unqualified and incompetent, Now, however, the Dirccior himself was
"glad to say that the Garden was never held in higher estimation than

399

at the present.®

395 1ibid.

396 cege __y_d.Wlall, 3 July 1869, The issue of 15 July 1871 even
published Moore's annual Report.

397 S d.Mall. 16 Sept. 1871. '

398 Horticultural Magezine and Gardencrs' and Amateurs' Calendar,
Syd., 1864’ I’ p.160.

399 Moore to Sir Wme. Macarthur, 21 Aug. 1863. Macarthur Papers, Vol.4l,
ML £2937, pe371e
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By 1878, the Gardens werc considered cven more worthy of a
Jjustified boast:

There are two objects for which every visitor
to Sydncy is expected to express his enthusias-
tic admiration——our harbour and our Botanical
Gardens. If he does not do so, he is set down
at once as an unmitigated barbarian,

After describing the Gardens with some nice touches of whimsy, the
writer concluded on an urgent note of local pride:

We should like to see our gardens the best kept,
as they are the most beautiful in the Australian
colonies, and there is no reason why they should
not also be scicentifically the best without inter-
fering with the natural beautyee.400

By 1880 Charles Moorc had proved himself an able administrator
who had restored and devcloped the scientific function and character of
the Gardens without losing sight of the aesthetic and recreational
functions such an institution must have in order to be justified and
acceptable.b No longer could a John Henderson hope for much support
should he declare "the Botanic Garden is an unproductive institution®
n401 Thanks to the stand of Allan
Cunningham, the support of the Hookers of Kew, the interest of

which Youghteeeto be abandoned,

scientifically-inclined Governors and Colonial Secretaries, the search-—
ing questions of the Select Committec, the enthusiasm and criticism of
a rising elitc of colonial amateur scientists——and the labours of
Charles Moore, the grounds for such unreserved criticism had long since
been removed, But as an institution which both sought and disseminated
botanical knowledge, the Botanic Gardens could not achieve its aims in
isolation., Not only was it cssential to establish and maintain links
with overseas institutions, but it had to rely upon vital contributions
from the man in the field, Nor should we underestimate the influence
upon the development of the Gardens of the nineteenth century English
gentleman's concern for his garden, and of those murserymen who catered

for his neceds.

400 Town & Country Journal, 6 April 1878,
401 Henderson: Observations, p«85.
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As shown in Chapter II, a tremendous amount of field work had
been done by the early explorers; so much, in fact, that George

Bentham was able to complete his Flora Australiensis without coming to

Australia., The results of the early field work had necessarily gone to
England and the Continent for systematisation. Sydney had now developed
its own recognised botanical institution with the nucleus of a herbarium
and a growing potential for research. It therefore seemed as if the
field work had to begin all over again to meet these new local needs,

In 1876, duplicate sets of Robert Brown's specimens were distributed by
the British Museum, yet it is recorded that Moore, for some reason,
perhaps lack of storage facilities, failed to respond to the offer of

a set for Sydney,4o2

and we have already considered the fate of the
Mitchell collections Perhaps Moore, in establishing his modest
herbarium, wanted only fresh material, yet it is astonishing that he
should not have welcomed some of the classic material upon which so many
species were based. Moore visited Europe three ‘l::n'.rnes,'{!'o3 yet he does
not appear to have sought the return to New South Wales of any
historic material, Within three years of taking over from Moore in
1896, Maiden had a new herbarium building erected, and during his trip
to Burope in 1900 he made the neccessary contacts which led to the
National Herbarium of N.S5.W. being enriched by a great deal of material
from the earliest collections, including some 600 specimens collected
in 1770 by Banks and Solander.

Since the days of Phillip, the meagre soil around Farm Cove
had been made to serve a variety of botanical purposes — as a govern-—
ment farm, an entrepot for plants received and despatched, as grants

for small settlers, as a place of gubernatorial recreation, a source of

402 JRAHS, 1931, p.l55. '

403 1in 18567 for the Paris International Exhibition, in 1874 for an
international congress of botanists at Florence, and in 1896
when he retired. Maiden in SMH, 2 May 1905, Moore was warmly
commended by the Commissioners #for his grecat exertions in the
arrangements and disposition of Articles at the Paris Exhibition."
Resolution of 20 Sept. 1867, NSW Archives, 4/7577.
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"official"™ fruit and vegetables, and as a public parke The area which
came to be .kiown .as.the Government or Botanic Gardens has been
developed by a varlety of botanical people, ranging from the agricultur-
1st Henry Bdward Dodd, to Charles Fraser, the "botanical soldier" and
a succession of industrious gardeners, competent horticulturists and
experienced field botanistse As the Colony dcve10ped economlcally,
soclally and 1nte11eotually, colonlal science came into its own, and
new demands were ‘made upon the institution which now required new
talents and wider resources, if these demands were to be met. The long
dlrectorshlp'of Charles Moorc marked a significant period of transition
in the attitudes directed towards, and emanating from the Gardens, and
Moore himself had to adjust to these changing conditions. The man who
distributed cuttings to favoured progressive colonists in 1848, was
moved by 1893 to produce a Handbook of the Flora of N.S.W. to bc used
by alle - .. Co . — .

. | Long before Maiden moved 1nto h1s new herbarium building with
15,4000 or SO specimens in 1899,404 looal enthus1asts had been quietly

1nvest1gat1ng the flora on thelr own account, observ1ng, collecting,

and, oorrespondlng among themselves. It was upon their efforts that .the
resources of the Botanic Gardens, and botanical knowledge generally,

depended .so much, ‘and it is these efforts. we shall now consider,

404 Anderson: ABC, pe29.
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