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BOTANIC GARDENS: MAP 5 (1829)

Panoramic~View from Robert Burford:
Description of a View of the Town of
Sydney -eeo Londe, 1829,

The position of Charles Fraser's residence (59)e

Walls and palisades enclosing the Government
Domain and areas within the Domain.

The position of the Government Stables (48).

The cultivations within the area now known as
the Middle Garden, to the left of Fraser's

residence,

- The largely undeveloped area around the shore of

Farm Cove, later converted into the Lower Garden.
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t was Macquarie's savage defence of his Domain that provided his

enemies with ample Jjustification of their criticisms a few weeks before

. . .. 60
Mrs., Macquarie!s Drive was completed.

One would have been hard put to criticise the Governor's

-

choice of a Colonial Botanist, however. As already shovm,Ol Charles
Frager accompanied Oxley in 1817 to the Lachlan River, in 1818 to the
Macquarie River, then easit ¢ Port Macquarie, and in 1819 to survey
the Hastings River., Although it was later claimed

there have been few men less beholden %o
schooling, who hage displayed so csultivated
an undersianding, 2

Fraser was not baulked by such scientific works as Brown'!s Prodromus
pt £ 0GL0MUS

-

and Persoon's Synopsis Plantarum, and Alexancer McLeay favoured

o4

Fraser with a copy of Brown!s work on the Proteaceae,

Fraser was considered sufficiently expert to accompany
Commissioner Bigge on excursions into the interior of N«3.9Ws and te Van
Diements Land in 1320, 3igge thought well of the botanist, and it is
probably significant that on 1 January 1821, just a few wecks before
the Commissioner sailed for Ingland, Fraser was formally appointed_6

5

Superintendent of fthe Botanic Gardens as well as Colonial Botanist,

at £91-5-0 per annum.

60 In April 1816, Wm. Henshall, Daniel Read and Wme Blake gave various
reasons for penetrating the Domain's defences, for which they were
summarily administered 25 lashes without ary magisterial hearing,
On 12 June 1816, the daye before the Drive was completed, Judge
Jeffrey Hart Bent sent the offenders?! depositions to Earl Bathurst
as clear evidence of the Governor's arbitrary administration of
justices HRA, IX, DDe383 2t seqe See also Bigge: Repord,
Evidence, MLe 3BTe. Box 2, DpPe599-065 vassime

61 sce Chapter II, pe32.

62 The Australian, 30 Dec. 1831,

63 see Chapter II, p.59 for the books requested by Fraser.

64 3Brown: Supplcmentum, McLeay pointed out: "You will see your own

name often quoted,” and Ze enlisted Fraser's help "to have several

parcels of seeds to forward to England by the Lady Harecwoodl”

McLeay to Fraser, 10 May 1831, in Pub.Serv.Jour., 10 Sept. 1902,

DelOe '

ML. A820, p.112. =

i,es 5/= day, HRA, X, D581 (worth perhaps $4 or 35 today)e
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Bigge reported on Fraser's efforts, and dirccted Bathurst's

attention to:

the importance of thc establishment of the
botanic garden at 3ydney, that has hitherto
been attached to the governor'!s garden at
that place, and has derived assistance from
the labour of the convicts assigned for its
cultivation. I3 has been lately placed under
the managemeni of lr., C. Frascrsessand by his
care and attention to collection has been
enriched with all the most curious plantSaee
discovered in the course of...expeditions, as
well as by contributions from New Zcaland, thg
islands of the South Scas, 3engal, and China,

The Commissioner clearly apprcciated the scientific and

economic value a botanic garden could have if properly adrinistered:

The wvalue of such an establishment, both in
affording means of collcction and of cxperi-
ment, and morec particularly of diffusing
throughout the colony the most valuable
specimens of Ioreign grasscs, plants, and
trees, is unquestionabley and I have great
satisfaction in stating that, as far as his
means have allowed, these benefifs have been
realized under the zealous gxcrtions of the
present colonial botanist.®

As part of his enquiry, Bigge had called upon Fraser to supply a

cataloguc of the plants then growing in the Botanic Garden, The list

provided ample evidence of Frascr's own collcciing expeditions and of

67

63

Bigge: Agriculture and Trade, pped3~4e The distinction drawn
between a "bhetanic garden? and Ythe governort's garden" is
indicative of the recalisation of a botanic garden's more specific
function,

Biggce: OpDecite, De94e OSome saw the establishment as having

other valuese ©eg. Archibald Bell of "Belmont', Richmondjysuggested
t0 Bigge '"that 2 Public botanical garden should be esztablished
which should not only employ...Convict labourers but would be a
school of instruction % industry for Convict youths & others $o
qualify them for like situations in private families, as this class
of people, amongst the Conviciseeesis the most scarcc, perhaps of
any ladtourcrse.’ Such work would be "most favourable to the
principles & practice of moral rectitude,” and therc would be
benefits from "making expcriments generally, propagating those
pvroductions which may bc of public advantagCees”

Bigge: Appendix. ML. 3T. Box 21, pp.3644-3645.







correspondcnce with other institutions.69 By 1820, Fraser clearly had
the Botanic Garden, as suchy well established as an instituiion in its
own right, quitc scparate from the Governor's kitchen garden. Some ten
years later, he laid ou?t “new botanic gardens” on the northern side of

Macquarict!s stonc wall (part of which still stands) between the "o0ld¥

. . . - 0 L. N
or Middlc Garden and +the shores of PFarm Cove.7 It was the fact that

additional areas were filled and culiivated as ncw gardens," ihat
- : . N . . . 1
causcd the Sydney Botanic Gardens to take a plural deslgnatlon.Y

Despite efforis
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a rather sterilec area, it
seems that Fraser wanted o establish a botanic garden on zetter soil,
and quite separate from any vegeitable patches Accordingly ac prevailed
upon Macquaric to mark out a ncw garden altogether, Probably seceing
this as an additional way of safeguarding his privacy, the Governor

agreed, and on 4 Septcmber 1

—~)

21 hc joined the botanist in demarcating
2

some 15 acres at Doublc 3ay. Captain John Piper was very promptly

69 Bigge: Appendiz. ML. 3T. 3Box 21, pp.3662-368l. "List of Plants,
Cultivated in Governmend Garden, Sydncy, by Chas. Frascr, Colonial
Botaniste, c¢1820. The lists include "Plants cultivated from

/- \

Seeds Received from Zurope” (5 ppe), and "from India” (5 pp.), a
list of bulbs, a list of Yan Dicmen's Land Plants, and a long list
of "Australian Plants" (7 op.) Irom such places as Port Macgquarie,
Mt, Scaview, Pecel Range, 3luc Mtse, Liverpool Plains, Hastings R,
Lake Gcorge, Cox's Re, 3athurst, accuaric R., Sutton Forest,
Castlercagh R., Arbuthnot's Range (Warrumbungle Mts.), Fish Ra,
Lachlan Re., and underined localities in the “Interior® and "NeW.
Interior."” The genera include Zucalyovtus (17 spp.), Angoohora’
(1 spe) Levtospermum (6 sppe), Cassia (6 SoDe ), Hakea (4 Sppe),
Grevillea (1 spe.), Banksia (1 spe.), Solanum (2 spp.), dibiscus
(3 spp.), Melaleuca (3 Sop.), Casuarina (] SpPe), "Cupressus"”
iees Callitris) (3 svpe,, Acacia (8 spoe, including Myall,
A.pendula ). Roscwood and Cedar srces arc alse listed in this
catalogue of some 126 species. Classifications of many species
arc incomplctcs

70 Maiden in Xew Bulletin, 1206, p.2

71 see the maps herc reproducede The carliest cultivations, first
on the eastern side of 3otanic Gardens Creck, then on both sides,
correspond roughly %to what was lat

ter known as the Middle Garden;
the Upper Garden took in the old Governor's Kitchen Garden, and
the Lower CGarden was established beyond Macquaric'!s wall betwecen
the Middle Garden and Farm Cove. This was cxpanded as reclamation
of the Cove procceded. To-day, the Upper Garden compriscs about
7 1/3 acres; the Middle Garden 3 1/3 acres (including the 5 acres
on the western side of 3he creck added by Brisbane in 1825); and
the Lower Garden about 26 acress

72 HRA, X, PP-688: 845.



~455~

advised‘that-his'BOO acre grént mﬁst not encroach upon this proposed

reserv¢,7§_and_clearing and fencing began.

>

Macquarie'é term was now ended, and somewhat reluctantly he
left the Colony in February 1822 in the hands of Sir Thomas Brisbane.
The day of Banks's "more Scientific Governor™ had comey but the
Double Bay garden was never developed. -Instead, as Brisbane informed
Barl Bathurst in 1825,74 he increased the earlier Boianic Garden by
ive acres, thereby nearly doubling its area, The number of convict

5

labourers was correspondingly increased, Such was the "gzeal, talent

and enthusiasm" of Charles Fraser that "3,000 varieties of exotic

plants, Grasses, bulbs, fruits and vegetables” had been introduced

76

and in the following year he was

17

during the year ending May 1825,
commended "for the Culiure of Colonial Cotton.” Brisbane preferred
to live in Parramatta close %o his.observatory rather than in the
decrepit Government House in Sydney. Thus although five acres of the
surrounding Government Domain were ceded to the Boianic Gardens proper,
it seems ihat the outer Domain, so zeélously guarded by Macguarie,
tended to become neglected. Cersainly by the 1830s, the Domain (as
distinct from %the inner reserve of the Botanic Gardens) was considered
40 be unsafe for young ladies owing to "lurking scoundrels."7s

In London it seemed scientifically, and financially, desirable
to0 know just what was being accomplished in Sydney's Botanic Garden.
Five days before Qovernor Darling took office in Sydney on 19 December

1825, Barl Bathurst wrote requesting regular half-yearly reports on the

73 Macquarie to Piper, 7 Septe. 1821, NSW CSIL, 1821, ML. CS29, pp.
14=16,

74 In response to a request to kxnow how Bigge'ls recommendations had
oeen put infto effect.

75 Brisbane to Bathurst, 18 Mar. 1825 and 14 May 1825, HRA, XI,
pP«548, 549, 587. It was Hacquarie's garden of about 5 acres on
the east side of the creek which Brisbane augmentede. There were
11 convict labourers in 1821 and 14 in 1825.

76 @_, KI, P05870

77 SydeGaze, 13 Sept. 18264 The Agricultural and Horticultural
Society recommended on 30 Aug. 1826, that the lesser Gold Medal,
he awarded to Mr. Charles FPraser, the Colonial Botanisteee”

78 SMH, 28 Nov. 1831. In 1832 there was concern over escaped convicts
finding refuge in the Domain. ML.A1269, pp.945, 957, and ML.A1267,
P-t.S, P~5320
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79

Gardens, "for the information of His Majesty's Govern't." The first

report was to include

an accurate description of the Plants and
Vegetables, which are peculiar ito the Climate

of New South Wales, as well as those, peculiar
to other Countries, which are susceptible of
cultivation to ag% useful purpose, if introduced
into the Colony.

Fraser apparently compiled such a report on 1l January 1828,81 and he

certainly furnished another on 28 July 1830.82 About five months later,
in Praser's absence, John MclLean, Assistant Superintendent of the

. - . 3
Garden, supplied a further short repori, 3

79 Bathurst to Darling, 14 Dec. 1325, HRA, XII, p.38.
80 The earliest Reports are extremely difficult to trace. For a list
of fruits cultivated in “the Govermment Botanic Garden at Sydney”

in 1828, see Fraser's Catalogue in Loudon: The Gardener's MNagazine,
Vol.V, Lond., 1829, p.230, The fruits included not only lemons,
apples,. pears, peaches, etce but also custard apples, pineapples
and prickly pear, For lists or other plants, chiefly vegetables,
introduced by 1828, see Ag.Gazl.lUSW, 1902, p.196.

81 Darling to Under Sec. of State, 1828. jgg, XI7, Dpe3e Maiden, who
searched for early Reports does not mention this one; I have found
no other reference to it. Viscount Goderich maintained in Feb. 1832
that this was the last report received, He hoped "to be relieved
from the necessity of repeating the Instruction...upon this subject,
Goderich to Bourke, 22 Feb., 1832, HRA, ZVI, p.526,

82 This Report, prevared at Dar’lng's *equest, accounted for plants
(certainly lndlgenous species) despatched between Jan. 1829 and
July 1830, Altogether 25 "cases” or "collections” of seeds had beex
sent to Gardens at Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manchester, Mar-
seilles, Batavia, Mauritius, Ceylon, Calcutta and Hamburg, to the
Horticultural Society or London, the Duchess of Athol, Drummond &
Coey "besides many others.” Dried specimens had been sent to
Glasgow (1800 sne01mens), Edinburgh (1200); #Mr. Cunningham, 300
specimens, Mr. Telfair, Mauritius, 300 specimens, Botanic Gardens,
Liverpool, 300 specimons, besides many others..." Cases of living
plants had been sent to Gardens at Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool,
and Batavia, to Charles Teclfair at Mauritius, plus "1 case now
ready for shipment for His Grace the Duke of Wellingtan." (rcport
quoted in Pub.Serv.Journ., 9 Jan. 1904, 0.10). ’

83 Praser's letters of 1829-1830 published by Maiden in Pub.Serv.Jour.,
10 Oct, 1902, indicate that towards the end of his life Fraser
suffered considerable illness — probably he was either ill or on a
collecting trip when McLean prepared the report on his bechalf, McLea
reported that during 1830 plants had been received "more particularl
from China, Ceylon, Calcutta, Madagascar, Mauritius, Capc of Good
Hope, Marseilles,.eeParis,...Bdinbro! and Glasgow,sseLiverpool, and
many other Botanical and Horticultural Institutions, for all of whic
reciprocal returns have been made from this Bstablishment." NSW,
Gove Despe MLe1209, V0l.20, pp.699-700.
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During Governmor Derling's administration, Praser continued
his work by laying out the Lower Garden, despaiching and receiving

84 and

plants, maintaining correspondence with the out-settlements
with overseas botanists and botanical institutionsaS, meeting

svecial requests for botanical material, and by collecting specimens
and writing reports. Such activities necessarily entailed further
trave186. Darling managed to have Fraser's salary increased to

£150 in 182887 and for a time permitted thirty-seven conviets to

be employed in the Gardens and Domainea. In 1829, the Governor
endeavoured to have the botanist's salary increased to £200, but

this was disallowed~ . Other indications that botanical activity

was not enjoying complete support incliuded moves to lease or sell
waterside blocks within the area of Fraser!s jurisdiction for wharves,

. .90 .
warehouses and dockyards” . Charles Fraser did not have long +o

84 e.g. Norfolk Is., Swan R., Hunter R., Port Stephens, Moreton 3ay.

85 ",..Glasgow, mdinburgh, Horticultural Society of ILondon, Jardin
des Plantes, rFaris, Xing's Garden, Hauritius, Botanic Gardens of
Calcutta, and ilarseilles." HRA, XV, 3.201.

86 *to New Zealand, Horfolk Is. and Van Diemen's Iand, 1826; back to
Van Diemen's Iand, 1827 and to Swen River the same year; Moreton
Bay and McPherson Ranges 1828, 1ML.A1205, p.515,.

87 +this included 'an aliowance of sending nome seeds, etec., with
apartments." HRA, XI7, 0.631. (Say, about 22400 to-day).

88 HRA, XIV, p.636. However, in Dec. 1828 Fraser was informed of a
Timit of 19 viz., "Overseer, 1l; gardeners and labourers, 10;
carters, 2; watchmen, 3; gotekeepers, 3" with '"nine invalids®
Tor light duties such as '"sweeping the walks." Alex lcIeay %o
Fraser, 11 Dec. 1328, quoted in Zub.Serv.dJdour., 10 Dec. 1903, p.10.
See also HRA, XI7, pr.546-647. In 1829 the employment of "orphan
boys" in the Garden was commenced, Fraser had to issue clothing
to them "the same as authorised for the boys at Cartert!s Rarracks."
Mcleay to Fraser 25 Nov. 1829, quoted in Pub.Serv.dour., 9 Jan.
1904, p.S. Such employment discontinued in Oct. 1833. In Oct.
1831, Fraser was allowed ''One constable, one overseer, fifteen
gardeners and labourers, twelve invalids...two carters, three
watchmen, three gatekeepers; total 37." A. McLeay to Fraser, 4
Oct. 1831, quoted in Pub.Serv.Jour., 9 Jan. 1904, p.ll. There
was by now some road maintenance also, for on 13 Sept. 1831, the
Domain was "opened For carriages.”" loc.cit.

89 Geo.Murray to Darling, 10 Apr. 13%C, HRA, XV, pp.409-410.

0 Despatches, ML.A1267, Pt.4, p.81l {1825); ML.A1208, pp.248, 951-3
(1829) including T. L. Mitchell's Report.




regret the disallowance of 2 higher salary, for when rcturning from
Bathurst with ycit another shipment of living plants in December 1831,

he became ill at Emu Plains. Further reduced by the summer heat, he
21 . . 2
managed to rcach Parramatta’” where he died on 22 Deccmber.9 The

botanical soldier did not die unsung:

There arc, we think, few %o whom 'Charley
Praser?! was not personally knowne FTull of
anecdote and observation, his office of
botanist and his talents threw him continually
into every variety of company, of which he was
usually the convivial and agrceable companion
sseNaturally of 2 plethoric habit, his conviv-
ial disposition probably contributed not a
li<ttle t0 induce the apoplectic atitack of which
he expired...9

Agreeablc Charles #rascr, former benefactor of Scots

94 35

Church, the Benevolent Society”” and the Poor Debiors of Sydney

T

\O

Town, died intesiate and in debt, Zis assistant, John McLean, whc

91 Richard Cunningham in i, J. Hooker: (Companion to the Betanical

Magazine, Lond., 1836, Tol, II, p.213.

Praser was 43e His funeral scrvice in Ste John's Ccemetery,

Parramatta, was conducted by Rev. Samucl Marsden on Christmas

Daye. (St. John's Register of Burials, N0.519/1831), Fraser's

broken gravestone with an indecisive version of his surname may

still be seen. Frascr nimself seems to have used the spelling
employed here, not that in Aust.Dict.Biog. See photograph on pe57

93 The Australian, 30 Dec. 1831.

94 Syd.Gaz., 5 *eb. 1824,

95 35yd.Gaz., 24 Feb. 1821.

96 Syd.Gaz., 28 Junc 1826.

97 see NSW Govae Despe MLGA1211, p.1117; 41231, pp.436, 499« Richard
Cunningham's lctter of 9 Feba 1833 refers to creditors and to the
fact that fricnds paid for the funeral. Comp.to Bote.laze II, pe2l
In the letter of introduction, 4 July 1832, Wm, J. Hooker gave
Richard Cunningham %o present to Alexander McLeay, there is mentio
of the accidental discovery of "a Sister of poor ¥Frascr, a poor
but most highly respectable Hidow woman, of the name of McLarene”
Cunningham had called on her, and "with much kindness offered to
enquire about any goods or Books, ¥ may have left capable of being
turned into money.” Papcrs of the Linnean Soce of Londony MLe
FM4/2699.

\O
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became Acting Superintendent as from 1 January 1332, bought Fraser's
books for £15,98

1832.99 Governor Bourke, who had taken office only a few days before
y

and supplied the Report for the latter half of

Fraser died, was at a loss "to find any Person in the Colony of
Sufficient Science %o Succeed him," and the advice of Robert Brown was
sought, DBourke appreciated that "the utility and success of the
Establishment must entirely depend upon the Competency of the person
appointed” and such a person would hardly be atiracted to take up duty
at the Gardens by anything less than £200.loo
In June 1832, Alexander Mcleay, Colonial Secretary of N.S.W.
made a plea to the Colonial O0ffice on behalf of the scientific cause

he had long espoused:

I hope you will soon send us a Botanist as well
as the Zcologist whom we have been so long
expecting...1f no Superintendent of our Garden
should be appointed before you receive this I
beg leave to submit to you whether Mr. Cunningham
who passed several years here as 3otanical
Collector might not be inviied to accept of the
Situation.lO

Richard Cunninghan.

. . , 102 . . . .
As already mentioned, Allan Cunningham arrived back in
Ingland in July 1831, and in January 1832 was elecied a Fellow of the
Linnean Society. 3By the itime McLeay made his suggestion, it seems

that Allan had already been approached, but had declined the Sydney

98 Richard Cunningham in Compe to Bot.Mag., II, pe.213.

99 ©NSW. Gove Despe ML.A1211l, pp.ll05-7. The report showed the "suppl:
of Fruit Trees and Ornamental Shrubs to various parts of the
Colony." These included apple, pear, peach, nectarine, plum, fig,
cherry, lemon, orange and other trees. It is interesting 10 note
that "the Plantation of Bananas in the Lower Gardens.e.produced
some excellent fruit.” It was thought Thomas Graham, who had
resigned 31 Mar. 1829, %o manage his nursery and garden at Chowder
3ay would be appointed (§g§, 9 Jan, 1832) but he apparently remain:
at his own establishment.

100 3ourke to Goderich, 4 Jan. 1832+ HRA, XVI, pp.501-2.

101 McLeay to Under Sece. R. We. Hay, 5 June 1832, Col, Office, Misce
Letters, NSW, 1332, ML. A2146, p.252.

102 Chapter II, pp.33-34.




positicn in favour of his brother Richard. On T May 1832, Allan wrote
a warm commendation of his brother and asked that he be recommended to
Viscount CGoderiche. Robert 3rown and iHilliam T. Aiton would be referee:
for Richard, who had "been in the service of His Majesiy...for upwards

of twenty years” in both “orffice and Library in the Royal Botanic

103

Garden at Kew." Three days later, Robert Brown sirongly supported

+the 2pplication:
op

I am able to recommend him as perfectly
competent...boch from his knowledge of
practical Botany generally, and from his
extensive acgquaintance with the Planis of
New South Wales in particular...l think his
appointment will prove highly advantageous
%0 the establishment,04

d ch promptly appointed Richard Cunningham as Colonial Botanist
and Superintendent of the 3otanic Gardens at £200 a year.105 is a
dutiful elder brother, Allan retained oversight of The whole business.
He maintained a vigorous correspondence with the Colonial 0ffice on
Richard's behall pointing out that the new Superintendent wished to
take plants with him for $he Sydney Garden in boxes which were to be
stowed "as Tar aft on the quarter-deck or Pocp as may be deemed
convenient."106 On requesi, Allan supplied

a Memorandum relative to the Colonial garden

at Sydney..e.Iirom wnich perhaps such instructions,
as it may be considered necessary my odrother
should be furrished with, Zor his guidance, might
be framed.,l07

102 A. Cunningham to R. W. Eay, 7 ¥May 1832, Col. Office Misc. Letter:
1832, ML.A2146, pp.78-79. The very next day this letter was
favourably endorsed, with the proviso that 3rown should approve.
Wme Jo Hooker confided to Alex, McLeay that he did "'rcjolce most
heartily” at this appointment. Letter of 4 July 1832, Papers of
Linnean Soc. of London, ML.FM4/2699,

104 R. Brown to R. Y. Hay, 10 May 1832. ML. 12146, p.22,

105 R. H. Hay to A, Cunningham, 12 May 1832. OpeCive, De?3.

106 A. Cunningham to R. W. Hay, 17 May 1832 and 10 July 1832, op.cit.

pp.80, 82, Allan even stipulated “he dimensions of the four "open
cases of plants"—— 3 %, by 2 £t. by 3 It., deep. Such was the
response from various nurserymen and instisutions that eight such
cases werc necessary. A, Cunningham to R. W. ey, 23 July 1832,
ODe cit, ' p.90.
107 A. Cunningham to R. W. Hay, 10 July 1832, op.cit., 0.33,
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Allan Cunningham's unhappy memorics of his relationship with
Macquarie prompted him to make the most of this opportunity to present
his concept of a properly constituted scientific totanic garden. It
should be so managed that the Superintendent had ample scope to make a
scientific contribution to botany, rather than a gastronomic contribut-
ion to Government House., Hc credited Charles Fraser with having moved
in the right and scientific direction by

having raised the seeds of the many new and
interesting plants, which he had met with in
the distant Interior...Thus was she first step
taken to convert a kitchen garden into 2 public
botanic—ground.lo

Allan appreciated that the Garden had to ve 'valuable to the Colony™
but this would only eventuate if the Superintendent's duties included
a wide correspondence with overseas insiitutions and a study of plant
propagation and acclimatization. The wvarious funciions of the Garden
might be maintained if there werc

a proper subdivision of the grounds...into what
may be properly denominated, votanic-grounds,
and experimental or nursery-gquaricrs—a portion
may also still be retained Ior..s.esculent or
culinary vegetables,lo9

and grape vines needed special atitenitione. The Superintendent should
also begin botanical classification of the plants in the Garden,
either

by grouping the species agreceably to what
Botanists term the 'Natural arrangement'.a..
or they may be disposed in...the Botanic
division of the Jarden, according to the
Linnecan method.tl

108 A. Cunningham to R. W. Hay, 10 July 1832, op.cite, p«.84.
Cunningham spoke warmly of such introductions as the Camphor
Laurel, olive, lemon, lime, Indian Tecak, banana, date-palm,
cotton, passionfruit, plum and custard apple. Such introductions
were, however only pars of a botanic garden's true function.

109 opecite, pe86.

110 opecite, pe87. The Linnean or ‘'sexual' system of classification
had, as an 'artificial' system, lost much ground since the
publication of A. Le de Jussieu: Genera Plantarum secundum
Ordines naturalis disposite, Paris, 1789 which advocated a
natural system adopted by A. P. de Candolle in Flore francaisec,
Paris, 1805, and by Robert Brown in his Prodromus, 1810.
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Furthermore, the Superintendent's official duties should
include "periodical excursions to the inland distiricts, as well as to
the out setilemenss™ in order

to advance our knowledge of the Botany of New

Sgouth Wales, and in order that the Garden may

be occasionally enriched with ncw species of

the indigenous vegetation,.
Such excursions were likely <o lead to such valuable discoverics as
timber,

Once all this was done, a "Catalogue of the Collection
should be compiled so that tic colonists might be notified of what use-
ful plants were available for distribution, and overseas institutions
given an indication of the kind of material available for exchange.
Further, a "Herbarium of the plants, culiivated in the Garden" should
be formed so that "reference might at all times be made” to ii,

Such suggesiions, if put into effect, Allan Cunningham
claimed, would enable the Sydney Garden to "rank with those of Calcutic
and Mauritius."112 On the personal side, as a final plea for his
brother, Allan suggesied thait the former Superintendent's house,

which was originally, most probably simply
intendcd as 2 vegetable or seed room, and not
t0 be 2 dwelling-nouse

was small and very incenvenient, and in neced of extensive renovation
113

and enlargement.,
This Memorandum by Allan Cunningham, the most significant

document in the history of tae Gardens as a scientific institution,

11 ]_5

. 114 s . . L1
was adopteds”" " Once Viscount Goderich relayed it i0 Governcr

Bourke on 12 August 1822, it had the force of an official instructioni™

lll Op. Clt .y DD« 87-88.

112 A. Cunningham %o R. W. Jay, 10 July 1832, opecite, 0.89.

113 opecite, PDe89-20. Scc Fraser's house in Botanic Gardens: Mao 5
and the photograph on p. 456,

114 except that where Cunningham had suggested 'the Superintendent
might furnish .. an occasional Report,” this was altered fo
?lanrlualnz

115 except for the historical introduction.

116 opecite, pe85, note defore Section 5, This Memorandum must be
the one said to be "not available” in HRA, XVI, p.70l. See also
NSW Gov.Desp. ¥L.A1262, p.567. Bourke used the Memorandum in
prevaring instructions for Richard Cunningham. Thus Allan, once
dismissed 'with a suitable reproof'! from Macquarie's presencey
was now determining official policy, albeit anonymously. See
Goderich to Bourke, 12 iug. 1832, HRA, XVI, p.70l.




As Allan Cunningham saw his brother leave, he must have felt some

satisfaction in knowing that he had supplied direcitions which would

e
T

establish a new order for the Government Botanic Garden at Sydncy Town.
As a parting gesture, Allan furnished Richard with a2 letter of introd-
uction to his old Parramaita Iriend, the Reverend Samuel Marsden,

o

d lef
7

ct

vointing out that Richa iywith the best wishes of scientific men

1 H

in and around Londons" 3i

(]
=
1
H

William Jackson Hooker supplied another
letter of introduction to Alexander McLeay.l18
The new Colonial Botanist arrived in Sydney in the convict
ship 1 Mary in January 1833 with an illi-accommodated botanical cargoll9
which included James Busbty's celebrated vine cuttings,lzo and with

commissions to collect for Robert Brown and 3ir William Jackson

iz21

Hooker, In the Coleny itsclf, the growing scientific fraternity

hoped from d;s mown talent and assiduity that
the colony will soon have a !'Botanic Garden!
in lieu of a repository for turnips and carrctse.

122

123

-

Richard Cunningham 00k rooms in Sydney while the "Garden
Housce" was being renovaic and appraised the situation in %

he

Gardens themselves, He considered that the "Lower or Botanic Garden®

(i.e. the aréa recently laid out by Fraser) had "sufficient space for

the recepiion of 28 many indigenous plants as can be brought into culi-
n

ivation this season,” but tha: Mrs. Macquarie's Drive “dividing fhe

117 A, Cunningham *c¢ S. Marsden, 13 Aug. 1832, Marsden Papers, Vol. I
Mo A.19Q2 'D.q25o

118 Hooker to McLeay, 4 July 1832, Papers of Linnean Soce. of Lond.,
ML, FN4/2699.

119 Richerd Cunningham complained of "the want of proper accommodation
for plant Cabins® con the voyage. Nevertheless he managed to
introduce specics of Paconia, Gardenia, Pistacia, Fuchsia, etc.
to the Garden. R. Cunringham: Repord of the Governmeni Botanic
Garden, Sydney, June 1833, NSW. GoveDespe ML. 41211, DD.1099 et
S€Je

120 see Maiden in Pub.Serv,Jdo OUre, 10 Jan, 1903, pe.l2, also Busbyls own
works: Journal oT a Recent Visit to the Principal Vineyards of
Svain and Greece, Lond., 1834, and R. Cunningham: Report, 1833,
ML. A1211, pp.1101-2.

121 Re Cunninghem to W. Je. Hooker, 25 Auges 1832 in Pub.Serv.Jour.,

10 Jan. 1903, p.l2.

122 Bennett: Wanderings, I, Dpe.338.

123 He was able to move into this house in August 1833. R. Cunningham
to de McLeay, 13 iug., 1833, quoted in Pub.3erv.Jour., 10 Jana
1903, p.12
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Government Gardens" should be diverted "along the beach of Farm Cove®;
a sun=dial might be installed; +the "0ld Garden, or Fruit Garden®

(1eee the 0ld Governor's Kitchen Carden area) should be developed for

ot

"one or more specimens of each variety of fruii suited to the climate,”

not forgetting Mr. Busby's vinesj the "Experimental Garden, west of

the brook” should

be continued as an experimental Botanic Garden
for the establishment of indigenous plants of
the distant parts of the colony, previous to
their being removed t0...the Lower Garden’;

the Colonial Archiftect might examine "the state of the foot-bridge
across the brook" in the "Kitchen Garden” as well as the other bridges,
“"with a view to substituting others more safe and ornamentalj;"
consideration might be given %o the consfiruction "of a2 small range of
offices."lz4 Richard Cunningham clearly kmew what he wanted,

Within six months Junningham had demonstrated his industry oy
distributing plants "thro! various parts of the Colony agreeably to
requisitions approved by The Honb%e %he Colonial Secretary,"l25 and vy
despatching "seeds and roots of various indigenous plants of New South
Wales” to commercial and academic institutions in England.126 Nor was
another essential function of the Garden overlooked, for by June 1833,
Cunningham nad "cleared in a great measure...the deep-rooting Grass”
which covered "the enclosure of the Lower Garden close to Farm Cove,
and "various plants indigenous to the Illawarra District and the land

127

between Port Jackson & Botany Bay" were established there.” By the

124 R. Cunningham to A. McLeay, 13 July 1833 quoted in Ag.Gaz.liSW,
1902, pp.199-200,.

125 Requisitions met included 300 olive seedlings, 750 fruit trees,
1800 ornamental shrubs. Cunningham: Report, 1833, ML,A1211,
De1l0la

126 These donations were made to institutions and nurseries which
had supplied Cunningham with "Collectiions of Culinary and flower
Seeds”™ for Sydney, They included the Gardens of Kew and Kensingtc
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Belfast; Loddiges & Sons' Nursery (Hackne;
the Horticultural Societies of London and Edinburgh; Joseph
Knight's Nursery (Chelsea), the Garden of the Company of Physiciar
(Chelsea), and some private individuals such as the Duke of
Northumberland.

127 Cunningham: Report, 1833, ML. Al211, p.1102,






454

end of his first year, Cunningham had official permission "to make an
excursion to Emu Plains” and to join HeM.5. Buffalo for New Zealand.128
Returning to Sydney from New Zealand via Norfolk Island in May 1834,
Cunningham next contemplated a trip to Hobart.

Cunningham continued his work of receiving and distributing,

. . 5 . 129
cultivating and collecting plants,” ~

although not quite to the
satisfaction of the Royal Horticultural Society, which persuaded Lord
Glenelg to seek on its behalf

one or two pounds of Seeds of twenty or thirty
species of the more ornamental Plants of tine
Colony, each Packet to be accompanied by
directions for the proper cultivation of the
Plant,130

This was a formidable request for the most dedicated botanist when we
consider the minute weight of the seed of many of the "more ornamental
Plants." By January 1835 Cunningham had visited Mt,. Tomah,131 a
favourite collecting ground of his brother many years before, In

March, he joined Mitchell's aoxpedition down the Bogan River, where a

128 F. C. Harrington to R. Cunningham, 12 Octe. 1833 and A. McLeay to
R. Cunningham, 9 Septs. 1833, quoted in list of letters published
by Maiden in Pub.Serv.Jour., 10 Jan. 1903, pel2. The voyage was
actually suggested by the Under Secretary or Staie for the
Goloniese See Re Wo Hay to Bourke, 21 Apre. 1833, HRA, XVII,
Pr.78-9,

129 Between January and June 1834 ™upwards of 250 fruit Trees, 320
Ornamental Shrubs and about 1550 Vine Cuttings were distributed
thro! the Colony;" 50 plants from New Zealand were introduced;
seeds and plants were "received from the Commandants of Moreton
Bay and Norfolk Island,” and native plants were sent to England.
R. Cunningham: Report of the Government Garden, June 1834, NSW
Govte.Despe ML.A1212, pp.1337-8 (prepared 24 Dec. 1834)s In the
latter half of 1834 a further "1525 Vine Cutiings, about 400
Ornamental Shrubs, and 100 Fruit Treess.ewere distributed fo
various parts of the Colony." Seeds were received from Mauritius,
Kew, and Glasgow, and seeds of Blue Mts. plants were sent in
return. R. Cunningham: Report of the Botanic Garden, Dec. 1834.
NSW Gov.Desp. ML.A1213, pp.27-8 (prepared 26 Jan. 1835).

130 Glenelg to Bourke, 4 July 1835, HRA, XVIII, p.5. Bourke complied
with the request 17 Mar. 1836. HRA, XVIII, p.255. Another
shipment of material prepared by Allan Cunningham was sent on 20
June 1837. HRA, XVIII, p.789.

131 R. Cunningham to We J. Hooker, 25 Jane. 1835, quoted in PubeServe
Jour., 10 Feb., 1903, p.lZ.
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month later he was speared to death.132

John MclLean once more became Acting Superintendent of the

133
134

Garden and grief-stricken Allan composed an epitaph for a memorial

plaque, lihen again offered the position in Sydney, Allan accepted.
McLean, who had been gazeticd as Assistant Superintendent on 1 April,

35

. . L1 .
1829 during Fraser's time, was apparently replaced by James Anderson
as Acting Superintendent from September 1335 until the return of Allan

Cunningham to Sydney in February 1837.

Allan Cunningham and the Committee of Suveriniendence,

As the new "Colonial Botanist and Superintendent of the
136

Botanic Garden," Allan was ready to fight for that professional

.(_l
(OY]
n

The event is described in Chapter II, pe36. Over iwo years later,
Mitchell recorded his wrath at the botanist's "murderer having
been sent up to my house - fat - clothed - and saucy - ogling my
women &ce. = t0 be sent under Piper's care back to his iribe in
safety, although I had submifted to the Governor a planeseror
securing his itwo accomplices = and bringing them %o justice by
this man's evidencese." MNitchell to P. P. King, 17 July 1837.
King Papers, ML. 13599, pel103s JAs two of the three aboriginal
suspects had escaped, no ocvidence from witnesses was available,
and the remaining suspcct was freeds See also SydaGaze, 3 May
1836 for a demand to xnow what was being done with the "untutored
savage" who had been ftaken into custodye.

133 Hooker: Introductory zssay, pecxxiii.

134 The plague, vrepared by the Chantrey Studios, London, was first
erccted in St. Andrew's Scots Church, 3ydneys. When this church
was demolished, the old furnishings, etc. including the wall
plaques, were installed in St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Rose
Bay. See the photograph on pe.463for the inscription.

135 The position is not quite clear., Hooker states that McLean became

Acting Superintendent again after Richard Cunningham's death in
April 1835, but in a Memorial of Jan. 1838, Anderson claims to
have had "whole charge" from Septe. 1835 to Feb. 1837. Little is
known of McLean who in 1833 unsuccessfully sought an increase in
salary (then £80) in view of his four years! service as "an
assistant in the Botanical Department of the Colony," and of his
period as Acting Superintendent after Frascr's death. HRA,
XIX, ppe.122-123, Onleaving her old home at Capertee, N.Z. of
Bathurst, in 1841 Annabella Boswell (nec Innes) recorded that the
grounds "wita lawn and shrubbery” had been "2ll planned by Mre
John Maclean (sic), at one time head gardener in the Botanical
Gardens,..afterwards holding a govcrnment appeintment at Norfolk
Island, where unforiunately he was drowncd." Herman: Annabella
Boswellts Journal, pe.l2.

136 NSW Govt.Gaze, 1 Mar. 1337, p.213.
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frecedom he had sought on behalf of his brother. Had he but known,
about four months before he left England the previous October,137
Governor Bourke had taken a step which was 10 cause trouble in botani-
cal matters in Sydney for the next twenty ycars. Bourke had establishec
"A Committee of Superintendence of the Australian Museum and Botanical

138

Garden."” Cunningham, wary of Governors and sensitive to criticism,
had now not only to satisfy the Governor, but alsoc to kcep favour with
a new Committee, somec of whose members werc itching to display their
own erudition as they pleaded the cause of Colonial sciencc. Cunninghar
had friends on the Committeec, but this did not diminish its obvious
power over the two institutions under its "superintendence," or its

influence upon the Governor's policy—onc glance at the names was

enough.l39 Some kind of clash was inevitable,

137 sce Pub.ServeJour.,, 10 June 1903, p.l2 for reference %o Dr. John
Lindleyt's gift to Cunningham of his An Introduction to the Study
of Botany, Lond., 1835, as a farewell gesturc in Octe. 1336,

138 NSW Govt.Gaz., 15 June 1836, p.451.

139 The Gommittce comprised:

*\lexander licLeay, Colonial Secretary and patron of science.
George Macleay, son of above, pastoralisti, naturalist, and com-
panion of Charles Sturt in 1829.

Charles Sturit, explorer, then living at Mitivagong.

Phillip Parker King, naval explorer whom Cunningham had accomp-
anied on several voyages; Dprospective member of the Legislative
Council,

#5ir John Jamison, "the Knight of Regentville,”™ near Penrith,
prospective member of the Legislative Council.

#lilliam Macarthur, son of John, and onc of the reccent successors
to the Camden Park estate; accomplished horiticulturist and
amateur botanist.

Bdward Deas Thomson, son-in-law of Gov. Bourke, very soon to be
Colonial Secrctary.
sRobert Andrew Yauch, rccently arrived from Scotland, soon to
be pionecr scttler on the Upper Hastings and founder of Wauchope.
*xDr, John Vaughan Thompson, Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals,.
#eorge Porter, apparcnily & respectcd publican and businessman
of Brickfield Hill, Sydney.

Dr. George Bennett, cminent surgcon and amateur naturalist, was
Secretary of the Committec until 1 July 1841.

There werc two sub—committeces, one for the Muscum and one for
the Gardens. Somc members belonged to bothe The Gardens sub-
committec compriscd those whose names are marked with an
astorisk above. Minute Book I, 1836-1863 (Aust. Mus,. Lib.)
minute of 7 June 1836,



Therc is little doubt that the establishment of the Committee

was duec to the scientific proclivity of the Colonial Secretary,

140

Alexander McLeay, a Fcllow o both the Linnean and Royal Societiecs

of Londone MNcLeay, who arrived in January 1826, had already becn

orominent in the formaiion the Colonial (later Australian) Museum.

141 . -

of
He had established one fine garden "full of ornamental trees and
shrubs" 2% 3 ne

ow Hill near Camdcn, while he developed an even

H
[

OWMN
grander one of fifty-six acres as a setiting for his new home at

<+

Blizabeth Bay. His "knowledgs 2s a horticuliturist® heiped to justify
the granting of his land "a mile and & hali from Sydney."142
¥icLeay, however, did not attend the earliest meetings of the
Botanic Gardens Sub-Commitiee. Indeed, until he began to do so, int-
erest seemed io be fading altogether, despite efforts to call 2 meeting

q -

every weelta=77 These carliest meetings werc concerned with "what

A

i

powers are vested in the Commitvee” and with questions of finance,
distrisution »f "Vine-cutiings™ to suitable applicantsi”

labour, and the

McLeay attended his first meeting on 30 Junc 1836 when it was decided

"that a Plan of the Garden should be made and laid before the Committ~
tor of "Jine—cuttings" apparently occupicd the next

Tew meetings, but 2s from 9 July 1836 the sub—committee was left in no

doubt as to 1ts role. According to McLeay, who apparently on Rourke's

behalf drew wp tThe "Heads of Instructions," it "should have Superinten-

dence” of "the principal Garden, the New Garden in farm Cove, and that

140 DMcLeay so spelled his name., Other members of the family seem to
have preferred "Maclcay."

141 Auste Council Nat, Trusts: Historic Homesteads of Australia,
Melbe, 1969, Dpe72, quoting We E. Riley in 1830,

142 Darling to Wm. Huskisson, 28 Mar, 1828, Proc.Linn.Soc.iSH., 1920,
De535« IElizabeth 3ay House, a finc Regency building designed oy
John VTerge, built 1835~1337, still stands. Fragments of 3he
famous garden may still (1969) be located among the buildings
erccted after the various subdivisions of the original grant.

143 The Zirst meeting, 9 Junc 1836, was attcnded by Willlam Macarthur,
George Porter and Robert A. Wauch; the sccond, 16 Junc 1336, by
3ir John Jamison and J, V. Thompson; no one came to the third
meeting fixed for 23 June 1836, Syde Bote. Gardens: Misce. Papers,
NSW Archives, 4/7577. Sce also Minutc Book I, 1836-1863 (iuste
MuSqLibo)

144 NSW Archives, locecit,

145 SydeBot.Gardens: Misc.Papers, NSW Archives, 4/7577-
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nearest the Government Stables;” the "Kitchen Garden and inner
Domain” were "to be kept distinct" and "under the Superintendence of
the Colonial Botanist.® McLcay went further:

The Colonial Botanist and Superintcndent are
t0 follow all sucn dircctions as thcy may fronm
time to time receive from the Committee in all
matters conncected with the 3otanical Gardens.

But carc was taken to add:

No Vegetables or Fruit Trecs are to be raised
in the Botanical Gardens, cxcepting such as are
of so Valuable or Rarc a kind, as it may be
preper to place there for betier prescrvaticn.
Such of the fruit frees now therc are to be
removed as the Commitiec may think propor.146

McLeay also appreciated that "the establishment of private
Nurserics™ now rendered it unnccessary to continue the distribution
of Shrubs, Trees, &c." and so it was proposcd that the plants in the
Gardens should be confined "to plants of a Rare Xind %hat cannot be
obtained elsewhere in the Colon:;."147

In Mcleay!'!s view, the Committee should “furnish an innual
Report every May, indicating progress "made towards a Scientific
arrangement of the Plants,” together with 2 census of plants actually
cultivated and an account of exchanges. The firsi report snould includ
"a Succinct historical Sketch of the Establishment™ and "some account
of what it contained when takcn over by +the Committee."l48

Allan Cunningham thus arrived to assume conirel of an
institution which had alrcady becn taken over,"

Although certain improvements "in the Government garden®
scemed "to meet with His Excellency's approval,"l49 Bourke had no high
opinion of the Garden and Domain which Allan Cunningham had returned

0 administer. He considered that

146 ibida
147 ibid.
148 ibid.

149 SMH, 16 July 1832, reporting a visit to the Garden by the Governer
“The approaches to the domain have been greatly beautified and an
extensive garden has been broken up, laid out in walks, and is
already ‘covered with verdure. Mr. ¥'Lean, who has been unceasing
in his superintendence, deserves the highesi praiscess”
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exclusive of a small Kitchen Garden, the Land
about 47 acres to be enclosed as the Government
Grounds, contains nothing that can be turned to
any orofitable use, being almost wholly rock and
scrubby undcrwood. It scarcely affords the
maintenance of three Cows.i50

One's concept of the frue role of such an establishment obviously
depended on how "profifable" was interprcied. Onc "profitable” way in
which the Garden had long served the Colony was in the distribution of
vine cutiings, fruit irees 2nd ornamcntal shrubs., Cunningham, "finding
upon a reference to the Garden books™ that recent distributions had bec
sanctioned by the new Commissec of Management, dutifully, if somewhat
provocatively asked the Colonial Scecretary whether he had to obtain
the authority of $he Commitice before providing applicants with plants.
He also asked whether hs had '

t0o communicate with the committee of management
for such gecneral instructions as may be considered
necessary for,e..guidance, as Superintendent of
this Gardcne

It was almest as if the new Superintendent were trying to lure the
Committec into open batt;cs for the new Colonial Secretary, Edward
Dcas Thomson was nimself agmember of the Commiitce, Cunningham was
informed somewhat coolly thai it was Munderstood the commitiee will
give their usual aiviendance for the purposc mentioned,” out nc hint
was given of %he instructions to be expected.l52

By carly December 1837, it was all over. Cunningham had
submitted his resignation %o Governor 3ourke who accepted it shorily
before embarking for England. To friends in England, Cunningham
announced:

Tell all that I have discharged the Government
cabbage—-garden in disgust, and am now to cnter
with 2ll my might, mental and corporeal, on a_
more legiiimate occupation for a few monthse+23

150 Bourke to Goderich, 2 Jov. 1832, Missing DesPeGoVNSWe MLoA1l267=
4, poSOéo

151 Cunningham %0 Z.Deas Thomson, 27 June 1837, quotcd in Pube3cCIVe
Jour., 10 Junc 1903, pel3.

152 Thomson to Cunningham, 10 July 1837, quoted in locecita

153 Letter of 15 Jan. 1838, quoted in Kew Bulletin, 1906, pe2l5.
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The Sydney Herald told all in the Colony:

We have had Tfrequently to call the attention

of the Colonists to the fact, that a Kitchen
Garden, under ihe pretence of being a Botanic
Garden, is supported in Sydney at an expense of
from £800 to £1000 a year! ...9e scarcely even
walk through this garden without seeing some
servant with a basket carrying off vegetables,
or frui%, for Mrse. This or Mrs, That—the wife
oT some official...People frequenily ask, 'What
becomes of the fruit and of the vegetables grown
in this 3otanic Garden? The question is easily
answereds They Zall into the insatiate maws of
all=devouring orZicialScee

It is in fact, so barefaced that Mr, Cunningham
would no longer consent to remain a mere
cultivator of official cabbages and turnips;
and, accordingly, he has resigned the management
of the Botanic Gardens in disgust.lb-

3y the time the Herald had sc laboured its point, Bourke had
sailed, and the arrival of Sir George Gipps was imminent. The
Administrator, Colonel Xenneth Snodgrass besought Cunningham to write
for the new Governor's inrormation, a Report on the Gardens. Cunning-—
ham agreed To be temporarily reinstated for this purpose,l55 and he
produced a voluminous aocount/of the Garden for his brief term,
February tc December, 1837,i50 subscriting h%mself "late Suverintendent
and making nis pesition verfectly clear.

Arriving in Sydney in February 1838, Gipps found the public
and the press declaring suppord for the injured Cunningham, who had
valiantly defied the attempts of privileged citizens and of officialdor
%o rob him of his professional dignity. Gipps respected Cunningham,
and hoped for a rapprochement which would prevent his services being

loste The Governor

154 SMH, 29 Jan. 18338, under the heading: "The Botanical alias the
Kitchen Garden.®

155 Assist. Col.Sec. T, C,., Harington to Cunningham, 2 Feb. 1838,
", eethe Acting-Governor apoproves of your charging the sum of
£16 13s 4d. being the amount of your pay for one monthe"
Letter quoted in Pub.Serv.Jours., 10 June 1903, p.l3.

156 NSW Gov.Desp. 1838, ML.A1218, pp.597-516.




accordingly entersd into a negotiation with him,
through the medium of the gentlegen under whose
managcment the garden is placed.+

The Committee which Cunningham saw as an obstacle to his work, was

thereby called upon to be an intercessor.

58

Only three members” attended the meeting at which the

Governor's wishes werc announced. They "lost no time in communicating
R . 159 ..

with M~ Cunningham®™ - who on 12 May 1838 stipulated the terms under

which he would be prepared to resume duty:

l. A salary of £450 per annum.

2, Pree passages to out-setilzments, c.g. New Zealand and Van
Diemen's Land,

3¢ Gonvicts, victualled and clothed by the Government, to assist
on each excursion.

4e Two tents to be vrovided,

5« "Draught horses for each Journey.”

6. "A Strong Cart for the transvort of living plants.”

Te 3Brown paper and other necessary stationery to be srovided,

8e "4 carte blanche as 1o the disposal of his time and going on
journeys."l 0

To Cunningham it must have scemed as iT the days of Macguarie had
returned.

Sir John Jamison thought £350 would be a fair salary, but
his two colleagues recommended the sum requested; the Committee could
not agrece however io the 'caric :tlanche' request, not because of any
lack of confidence in Cunningham, but because of the precedent it would
sets Rather, it would secm betier if Cunningham were %o spend "say
one nalf of cach year (the seasons to be chosen by himself) in

.161

excursions for the purpose of Sclence. It was further recommended

that Cunningham's

connexion with the Botanic Garden shall be
discontinued except in the manner proposed by
himself, unless indeed he be made a Member of
the Committec established for its General

157 Gipps to Glenelg, 14 May 1838, NSUW GoveDesp., 1833, ML.A12138,
04590
158 Alexe McLeay, Sir John Jamison and WYilliam Macarthur,

159 McLeay, Jamison and Macarthur to Gipps, 22 Mar, 1838, NSW Gove.
Despe, 1838, ML.AL218, p.617.

160 opecite, pe6l?; and Cunningham's letter of 12 Mar. 1338, op.cit.,
pp.525-633.
161 Opoci-t., p.ézll-
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Managemen‘t.l62

Gipps did not reject thesc terms outright, but soughi morec
information on the equipment which Cunningham claimed would be
required for botanical explorations. In reply, Cunningkam asked for
"$the usual travelling or Bush ration” for his men "as supplied o
surveying part 1es"161 and he described th thi i o5, 104
bedding, horses, etc. in similar detaile” This quickly brought
negotiations to a conclusion. Gipps considered that the demands meant

an immediate outlay "“"of something more than £200...2nd thas the fixed

~ 77
. . ' - . - 166
annual expense would certainly amount to not less than £850,"

nflated, but despite
167

his own moderate estimate, the matter was closed.
Hhere did the faulid lie? HWas she fast—ailingl 8 Cunningham

unreasonable? To-day, wiih our bucyant economy znd an almost over—

patronising attitude to science, we mighi say he was not. Giops,

1!

nowever, was responsible to an economically-minded Zome Jovernment and

X . ., 169 . R
to a Colony grivped by drought.” © Therce were other faciors, oo,
The paternalistic interest of Banks ancd Zathurst was waniting, and
e

the influence of the Hookers nad noi yet beccme significante Gipps

O (h

162 NSW GoveDesp. 1838, ML.A1218, p.621, Cunningham had expressly
reqguested thait he would "nevers..e.again’ ve connected with Ihe

Botanic Garden, cxcept "in introducing desirable exotic plants,

and the rarer indigenous vegetables.” Cunningram to Commiitee,

12 Mar. 1838, opecite., D528,

i.e. 10%41lb. wheaten flour: 4 lbe. s2l® pork or 7 lb. Tresh bveef;

% 1b. tea; 1 1b. sugar; 2 oz. tobacco; 2 0Z. SOAD per man per

week,

164 One "of either Russia Duck cor the lightest Canvas™ and cne of
"$he 'Parramatta Factory Woollen Cloth!" Zor She men.

165 Cunningham to Henry Wme Parker, 30 Mar, 1838, !iL.A21218, pp.d535-
638. (Parker was private secretary %o vhc Governor and brother—
in-law of William Macarthur),

166 Parker to Cunningham, 31 Mar. 1838, op.cii., 24540

167 Note by He We Parker, op.cite, D.641,

168 The tuberculosis which shortly ended his life was now wel
advanced. Cunningham made indirect references 30 _L’-aeal nin
his correspondence with the Committcc.

169 TFor the drought of 1837-1839, see for example, Clark: Select
Documents, I, p.291,
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felt bound to trust the Committee which Bourke had established and to
rely on its recommendationsj Gipps and Cunningham were the same age,
but the botanist was an expericnced campaigner and the Governor was a
cautious beginner., The chief cause of the breakdown in negotiations
probably lay in a clash of idecas and personalitiese. On the one hand
was the professional botanist, proud of his scientific traming
and knowledge, and conscious of his earlier contributions to N.S.W.
exploration. He was appointed, he believed, to do a professional job
for which he should be responsible dircctly and only to the employing
authoritiy, and not to a body of amatcurs whose inferest, or inquisitive
ness, apparently far surpassed their knowledgce. On the other hand,
they were the representatives of 2 growing body of men concerned with
the academic growth of Colonial science, men who perhaps drew some
suspicion because they had the leisure wherewith to pursue some
scientific interest, men who saw themselves as the pioncer promoters of
Colonial science, and guardians of the Colonial purse. To answer them,
Cunningham put the pistol at the Governor's head, but the Governor
felt duty bound to call his bluff. The impasse was complete.

170 w

As planned, Cunninghem sailed for New Zealand hile the

Governcr prepared

the most positive order, that no culinary
vegetables of any sort shall be raised in

the garden, —--=that the fruit-becaring trees
shall gradually be removed,.e.sand that.the
kitchen garden properly belonging to Government
Houseyesethough adjoining the Botanic Garden
eseshall be taken cntirely out of the manage-—~
ment of the Superintcndent.

172

Allan Cunningham and the Sydncy Herald had scored one victory at

least.
Returning from New Zecaland in October 1838, Cunningham thougkt

now very ill, arranged to join Captain John Wickham in the Jeagle

170 He sailed in the French corvette, L'Héroine on 15 April 1838,

171 Gipps to Glenelg, 12 May 1838. NSW. Gov.Desp., 1838, ML.,A1218,
PpPe592-593.

172 SMH, 29 Jan. 1839, had expressed the hope "that the new Governor
will 'stop the supplies'" to ‘"those persons who are, or ought
to be, best able t0 payeesd"
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