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"y strange, wild set."

The great admiration for Red Cedar and a few other =imbers was

N

slow to extend to the timber cutiers themselves, who comprised a group
of botanical investigators gquite unlike any other. They nad given
trouble since the earliest days of organized timber cutting. In Januery

1797, for exomple, 'several people who had been hired %o saw =<imber on

T %

-

the public account" were found guilty of falsifying their returms.
The following yeor 1T was still evident that "the peorle who are employed

by Government at the Hawkesbury, sucn as sawyers, carpenters, and other

"

working people'' were devoting more than half their time "{o their own

purvoses and...thro' that imposition the public work is almost wholly
neglected."‘zl

In 1814, Macquarie, perturbed by troubles beiween cedar-cutiers
and aborigines, and convinced that
the Indulgence.,..occasionally,..granted to Masters and
Cwners oI VesselS,..to otring Timber from Shoalhaven is
subject to considerable Abuse,
forbade vessels to visit that river Being the first to penetrnte
many coastal river valleys, the cedar-cutters orten defermined the nature
of subsequent relationships between the avorigines and the rermenent

white settlers. At Pcrt Stevhens, the yall River and elsewhere <he

136 The men "were sentenced to make up the deficiency, and to work Ior
government, without being paid, Tor six months.! He who measured
the sawn timber "received the additional punishment of 200 lashes,
which he amply merifed." (Collins : iAn Account, II, (1802), pp.17-18,
A Govt. and Gen. Order of 15 May 1798 condemmed this "shemeful
impaosition...practis'd Ior some Time past by those sawyers wnose
labour is the property of the Crown.'" HRNSW, III, ».384,

137 "Unless...they cutt what is 2 Tfair weekly task, they are 3o be
employed...from daylight until 3 o'clock, then an hour for breakfast,
from 9 until 12, then one hour and a2 half %o dinner, and from ralif-
past 1 until sunset...The labouring people who supply *he pits can
in three days Zurnish enouvgh for the week, the rest of their Time o
pe employed in splitting shingles,; or paling Zor enclosing th
public buildings..." Govi. and Gen. Order, 30 Oct. 1798, HRNSW,

I1I, pp.498-499.
138 Syd.Gaz., 3 Dec. 1814.
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vanguard of timber men won scont respect from eisher race.

139

The
justice administered to the aborigines on the Nambucca about 1845 was
probably typical of that on most "cedar rivers'", On losing some of
their number in

murderous atitacks Irom tne native trives...the sawyers
mustersa together, armed with their guns, and swords,
roughly manufactured from their pit-saws,

These "retaliatory sxpeditions” must have been as effective as they

(84

:
3

were terrifying, for M'a great ver of placks were xilled in the
sikirmisheses.and they zradually became more peaceably inclined."l4o

In 1826 complaints ¢ a different Xxind were made about the
cedar-cutiers atv She Illawarrza, Hot only did they cut cedar on private

grants and on Crown land with 2 happy indiZTerence but,

pominable kinds was practised among

vice ¢ the most
1 to the total annihilation of every

those cedar n s

correct

Governor —arli

tound %o send "a Magistrate to Illawarral

e f Cedar cutvers, who are a very
orderiy set of men, and the runavays, who assgciate
: na 2 ate e troublesome. ™

13% Dawson : Zresent 3tatie, ©p.1i8,20-21, alco p.d1: "The timber-cutting
parties...werse ccmposed 2T convicts and other people not remarkable
gigher for Nwranisy Or 20NSSTY...00T 2% all o the advantage of the
TCOr natives, 2T...50 the 3ettlers wno Succeeded those parties.”

140 Hodgkinson : Australia, .24, The Macleay aborigines had by 1842,

apparently beccme ''more aceably inclined" Zor they were then
"chierly emplored by the Whites in aunting, Ifishing, going errands
end seeking crccked Timber, and such other as may be required by %
snip oduilders.’” Henry Oakes, Report on Aborigines, 22 Mar, 1842,
HSW Gov.Desp. 1842, Vol. 39, L. A1228, p.566.

141 Svyd. Gaz., 1 Suly 1825,

142 Darling to Huskisson, 25 Sept. 1828, HRA, XIV, p.404. The megistrat
was ajor D'Arcy, who was advised on 3 June 1829 that "the
vopulation of Hhe districs consists with some excevtions of settlers
of an inferior order —- their servants and men who are emplcoyed in
orocuring Cedar, 2nd I am...50 reqguest that your particular attention
may ve directed to the preservation o order amongst the latiter who
in general are of a very disorderly character." There was alsc
‘reason to suppose that many Prisoners of the Crown occasionally
resort o the District and remain at large either cutving Cedar,
or under pretence ot being so employed..."” quoted in McDonald :
IllawarTa, DR.-5=40

’
he
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From his reformed ard somewhat puritanical position, Alexander

Harris recalled a seaside debesuch of Illawarra cedar-cutters who gathered
round five and ten gallon rum kegs obtained Ifrom the cedar boats :

A more unlicensed and reckless mcb than was thus sometimes
gathered on that else lonely beach, prolonging day and
night their carousal until 21l the liguor was gone, it
would be impossitle to find anywhere. The bushrangers
often mingled with the boisterous assembly, and took
their tithe of the revel..,

The "bushrangers" or escaped convicis wers largely untroubled by the
police. Not only did the rainforest provide them with ample refuge, but
also the sawyers, "having mostly been prisoners themselves'", felt
obliged to help any "“boltersi', especially as they were prepared to work

5

for the sawyers at a lower rate than anyone e].se,“43
k

144

and "almost every
pair' had "one or two bushrangers™ as labourers.
Although one diarist considered that "the Illawarra gentry!
were not much better,145 this zeneral picture of the cedar-cutters
persisted for nalf a century, apparently with ample reason. In 1837,

the Sydnev Herald called on

the Govermment 1o put 2 stop %o the wholesale system of
robbery...taking place in every district of the Colony
where there 1s any cedar on unlocated ground.

It was claimed that "immense quantities of cedar' were being daily cut
"oy pvarties who have not an acre of land" so thet those "purchasing the
land, are in a manner robbed.'" As if "this nefarious traffic" were not
enough, it was
well known that the cedar-grounds are the resort of
runzways and other bad characters, who flock to these
places where they are almost beyond the pale of =he
law, and the sceres of infamy and vice that are %o be
witnessed there, are, we are informed, horrible +o
contemplate.L146

From the point of view of the respectavle inhabitant, it was well that
such vicious characters were conveniently ensconced in the rainforests
away from the more closely-settled districts, but it was somewhat

disturbing to lknow that these same characters were making a comfortable

143 Harris : Settlers and Convicts, p.35.

144 Harris : Jecrets, p.l1l45.

145 a Iree men nemed Webster recorded in 1833 or 183%4 that he heard the
Rev., F. Wilkinson preach "a capital sermon" in the Wollongong
Anglican Church, "on scandalising, slandering, and interfering with
our neighbour!s affairs. Very suitable to the Illawarra gentry."
McDonald : Illawarra, p.49.

146 BSMH, 20 Nov. 1837.
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living out of pillaging the cedar itrees on land which could well be
obtained by grant or purchase when the time was opportune.

To the north, around Dungog, the sawyers achieved the same
notoriety :
The cedar trade gives employment to 2 considerable number
of sawyersS...principally old hands...wWho...are by no means
patterms of virtue, either in regard to temperance, or to
anything eise at all creditable...they too frequently
spend the high wages they earn in scenes of beastly

intemperance -— setting all ihe decencies and proprieties
= S 3 + [ 147 -
of civilised life at defignce...=*f

Cedar-cutters on the lMacleay about 1840 rigorously maintained

the tradition @

These men are generally convics: 0 have bdecome
Irec by servitude; they live in pairs in the dense
dark brushes; their habitatlon deing merely a few
sheets of bark temporarily piled fLogether...

Cn bvariering their timber for totacco, food, clothes, wine and rum

from the cedar dealers, gentlemen '"mot remarkabls for delicaie scruples

of conscience’, the sawyers cmbarked upon

a fortnight'!'s drinking bout...The scenes...at the

Macleay river, on shese occasions, surpass all description.
Mlen and women, (Zor many of the sawyers have wives), lying
day and night on the bare grass in 2 state of intoxication,
and only recovering to renew =heir orgies; casks broken in,
and the contents passed round iIn buckets; men fighting;
native blacks...supplied with liquor, yelling and screeching
like demons...\t length, whnen they nave drank (sic) enoughn
to balance their account, they wend their way once more 1o
the brushes with Shelr ratlions, vhere to remain until the
next time. "

- ~

. P A . . s ApEs A
When Thomas GainTord visited the Richmond in 185%, af*er

cedar-cutting had been in progress for some thirteen years, he Found

Tery meny O 3The settlers, cedar-getters, and others,..
were time-eXpired convicis; and strange characters they

Tang : distorical Account, II, pp.227-228. Iang 21so considered
that the "somewhat lawless...cedar—-cuiters of New South Wales'" bore
"a sort of TFamily likeness %o the lumberers of British America."
ODeCitae, D.30.

148 Hodgkinson : Australia, pp.ll-1i2. TI. 2 description of the lacleay

sawyers about five years later :; "These sawyers and their mates are

2 strange, wild sei, comprising in general o good provortion of

desperate rurfians, and sometimes a Tew runaways, they themselves

commonly being ticket-or-leave men, or emancipists." Henderson :

Excursions, I, p.1Z24.

Thomes GainTord (1823-1884), then a Wesleyan lay preacher and

propriefor of a sawnili ag Duck Creek near Parramatia.
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were, exhibiting all the lower traits of human nature

in their worst forms. The cedar-getters were especially
a rough lot; and Mr. Gainford, on going amongst them,
and having to do with them in business matters, soon
found that there was abundant scope for work both in
regard to religion and morality.150

Gainford was scandalized tc find that a pair of sawyers at the end

of a good season of cutiing could

nave a raft of cedar worth & thousand or fifteen hundred
pounds. Their first care, after receiving payment, was

to adjourn to the public house...The scenes which commonly

occurred...beggar all description...Few would...oelieve
that humon beings could becore so helplessly the victims
of intoxication and filth as to be found sleeping in the
vicinity of & bush public-house, with maggots crawling
in and out of their eyes a2nd ears,.,151l

Nearly twenty years later the same impression of

timber men was given in reminiscences of early Ballina :

The character of those emrioyed in the timber itrade wes
not in any way refined; living a hard and toilsome life
in the sclitude of the bush, they dearly earmed their
wages; and, when pay day came round, once in twelve
months perhaps, tae year's toil hardly sufficed to
vrovide such 2 debauch as the bushman looked for as the
reward of his labour. The rum cask was his Bible, and
the grossest scenes of vice his highest ambition.
Gradually the cedar-cutter and his immorality had to
give way %to agriculture and the civilizing inTfluences
of a home-seeking ;)Opulation.l'j

No doubt the similarity of these, and other accountz, is due

in part to the fact that the very same men were being descrived in

different places as they moved northward in search of new stands of

cedar, PFurther, the comparative isolation of the cedar-cutiters and

their families would have ensured a self-perpetuating memmer of life,

The reporfter who covered the visit of Jomn RobertsonlS3 to

the Tweed River in 1869 acknowledged the traditional toughness of the

cedar-cutters without over-emphasising any undesirable qualities :

They are the roughest of rough fellows -- muscular as
a working bullock, hairy as a chimpanzee, obstinate as
a mule, simple as a child, generous as the slave oT

tle Richmond

150

151
152
153

Jde & W.R. Gainford : Memoir of Incidents in the Life and Iabours

Thomas Gainford, Orpington, Kent, 1886, pp.117-118.

Gainford : op.cit., p.11S.

SME, 11 Nov. 1872.

Jon Robertson (1816-1891) instigator of the Selection Acts, was
then Member for the Clarence District, Premier and Colonial

Secretary.
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Aladdin's lamp. A fondness for rum, and a capacity

for absorbing vast quantities of that liquid, are among
their prominent charzcteristics. They are also in the
habit of 'bruising'! each other upon the smallest
provocation; and it is a noticeable fact that one of
the surest modes of securing the friendship of a
cedar-cutter is to knock him down. He will probably
returr the compliment with interest, and reduce your
features intoc an unreccgnisable condition, but he will
ever afterwards be your firm friend.

Thus the plants and resources of the Australian bush were not always
investigated by genteel botanists collecting material to send to Sir
Joseph banks, the Royal Gardens at Kew or fo the Admiralty. It is
interesting, however, that the same reporter should have noted

a good deal orf rude honour about the fellows. Thus
if one chances to light upon a 'fall' of cedar, none
of the others will attempt to cut even a tree out of
the group. The first discoverer is considered to
have a claim upon the whole, and to interTrere with
him would be thought a very base act indeed, 54

John Oxley found this same kind of "rude honour' at the Illawerra
over forty years earlier

.o They have established a rule amorig themselves,..
No pairs of sawyers can claim a right to more trees
then they can cut at one pit, if they fall trees for
which it will be necessary to erect other pits...
the persons so felling are not considered as having
any right of property in them and any other pair of
sawyers 1s at liberty to cut them up when the last
tree is on the pit. The sawyers to whom it belongs
may then fall as many more as can be taken to any
other pit...

In this way, the sawyers with the means U0 employ & large number oT
labourers were not advantaged, and Oxley

did not learn a single instance of dispute having
arisen between parties whether employed for themselves
or others.

It is understandable that many cedar-cutters were ex-convicts
for the bush skills some had learned in the Government sawing gangs were
readily adaptable to individual advantage, as official enquiries had long

since revealed. Further, the demand for cedar was heavy, the equipment

154 SMH, 26 Aug. 1869. Cf. the Wide Bay sawyers who, to the surprise
of one observer in the fifties, despite the gquiet luxuriance of
their rainforest surroundings, were "the most reckless, dissipated,
and yet most generous-hearted of the many classes who dwell in the
great forests.'" Cooper : Wild Adventures, p.45.

155 John Oxley to Alex. McLeay, 8 Dec. 1826. ML. AO 15(2)/2.
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.
was reasonably simple*56 and cedar grew within forty miles of Sydney to

the west and south.157 Oxley recognised three main categories of men
involved in the industry in the 18205178 (i) Sydney merchants who
employed sawyers and supplied bullock teams or boats to transport the
sawn timber; (ii) carters and teamsters who conveyed the produce of the
saw-pits; (iii) the sawyers themselves, resident in the rainZorests.
While the former two groups had their probtlems with marlkets, roads, caris
and animals, it was the sawyer himself who had the hardest lot, and a
few observers appreciated this clthough chiding the sawyers For their
conduct. First, the rainforests had to be located, From a vantage point,
even at a fair distance, an experienced eye could identify these by their
darker green and lush appearance contrasting with the more alive or
glaucous green of the surrounding scleropnyll forests.l59 Second, amid
the heavy rainforest canopy, the deciduous Red Cedar trees had to be

detected; in late autumn bdy colour changes in the leaves, in winter oy
160
.

TS 4

the bare limbs, in spring by the new pini Toliage I there were no
vantage point, as when looking from 2 boat into the dense rainfores:
strip, perhaps a quarter or half a mile wide, on either side of a river,
or when a2ctually prospecting' for cedar within the rainforests, one had
to be able to recognise the characteristic brownish scaly bark of the
cedar trunksl6l and any shed pinnate leaves, not unlike those of the
walnut, as Governor Phillip had once pointed out.

Once located, the cedar irees were felled and <rimmed, and the
logs were eilther deposited w'nole162 into the nearest water-course or
drawn to the pits for squaring or flitching as described earlier, Cedar

nearest the river banks was cut first -- this was the '"handy cedar" —-- and

156 e.g. felling and brecad axes, crosscut and pit saws, mauls and wedges,
iron 'dogs' for holding logs on the pit tronsoms, files, etc,

157 a Red Cedar was still standing at Richmond on the Nepean in 1939,
See JRAHS, 1939, p.13l. In 1892 a log over 5' in diameter; cut at
Otford, north of Stanwell Park, about 1863, was found "zlmost
perfectly sound'. Ag. Gaz. NSW, 1893, p.603,

158 Oxley to McLeay, 8 Dec. 1826. L. AO 15(2)/2.

159 see photographs, Chapter III, pp.l71,256.

160 see Wm. Mallett in RRHS Jourmal, ¥Wo.2, 1938, p.32 and Windsor Iang
in Northern Star, Lismore, 14 Dec. 1946. Spring was the time
apparently preferred on the Richmond. Sometimes aborigines (who
knew the tree as Widgee on the Richmond) were employed for "cedar
spotting".

161 see photograph on p.347.

162 apparently the logs were usually squared before being so deposited
until cedar became scarce, then whole round logs were loaded on to
vessels.
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the logs fashiocned into rafts upon whick the sawyers, and even the
o R XY S , .
Tamilies, migh?t 1ive wnile the raft was poled down the sitreem to the
shipping terminal. Cedar cut away Ifrem the main rivers was often dragged

by bullock teams or projected down hillside chutes, or '"shoots" into
dry creekbeds where the branded logs remained until sufficient rain fell
"to enable the logs to ve 'Ireshed ut‘"léo into the main stream.l67
Downstream the progress of the logs was checked by a "stop'", an anchor

chain siretched across the river to retain the logs while they were

et
)
49

.

mere readily made in T
70 miles dowr The

163 saquared logs were nt
1 1820 that cedar was ra

o rafts, Major J4.
Tted

Morisset reported in

Hunter River in baiches oI 75 or 100 logs. Bigge : Repors, Aprendix,
¥L. BT. Box 1, pp.-72-473. IHacquarie "inspected 2 very fine rarfl

of 22 logs of cedar & 1 large one of rosewood" brought''down ihe
River Hastings from the First Falls" in Nov. 1821. Iournals of
Tours, p.213. Sometimes the ralts were lost. Early in 1836, for

example, the steamer ¥illiam the Fourth "suffered much detention at

Port Macquarie Ircm the drifting of & rart of thirty thousand fest

of cedar beycnd the bar." Svd.Gez., 11 Feb. 1836. On the Richmond

in the fifties, raits comprised 2, 2 or 4 tiers of logs, each iier

with 100 logs, fastened itogether by chains passing "eres”

of iron dogs. Joseph Greenhalgh : "i Cedar Getter'!s Life",

35 JRRHS. SomeCLmes vines were used Ior fastening logs on the

;ac eay, Henderson : Excursions, I, 2.127. Ricmmond cedar was 21s0
dragged by bullocks directly into the sea, and the logs towed to zhe

vessels standing beyond the breakers. Charles 7absley (2.1850) :

iy Barly Days", Typescript, p.4, RRHEHS. See also John I. Towner :

"The History of Settlement in the Hicrmond River District", Trrescrirp:,

0.S, RRHS.

164 on the Humter, auits were Huild on the rafts "for the protecticn o
the gangs", Morisset, loc.cit. Henderscon distinguished a separat
group, "the rarfters' who sometimes %ock their wives down the Ma l
to Trial Bay on cedar rafts. Henderson : op.cit., pp.127-128; see
also dodgkinson : Australia, p.1Z2. Richmond ceder men sometimes
lived a fortnight on their rafts during the 70 mile journey Irom
Lismore %o Balilina. Greenhalgh ; loc.cit. Also Bernard Jarrett
(0.1858) : "Reminiscences" in Northern Star, 20 Dec. 1924 : "We
always had six or eight of the widest planks in the middle of the
raft to build the camp on." This was constructed of 'z tarpaulin...
two or three sheets of bark on the Ilcor, some grass and ,..olank ~ts

Jwith 12"-18" so0il on the bark for a fireplace.

165 e.g. "Cooper's Shoot" and "Possum Shoot" on the Richmond, and "icIeod's
Shoot" near Byron 2Bay. XFor the use o '"shoots" on the Blue Mts. Zor
hardwood logs, see Charles Lyne : The Industiries of New 3South Wales,
Syd., 1882, p.119,

166 W. Popre in Aust. Forestry Jour., 1918, ».7.

167 Henderson : ov.cit., p.129; Greenhalgh : loc.cit. The cedar-cutiers
were alerted to a "fresh” in the river when "an aguatic plant xmown
to 0ld hands as 'duck feed'...is seen floating down stream, it is 2
sign that the river is rising and a2 warning that precautions must be
taken..." Herbert J. Peak : "Echoes of Vanished Years from Richmond
River", RRHS, MS. 2531E, p.5. This plant was probably the aquatic
fern Azolla.
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red and sorted. Sometimes there wac 2 long delay. In 1864, for

le, one Paddy Smith
had one million feet of fimber cut in the Tyalgum scrub,
but...it lay valueless until the floods of 1871 dislodged
it., In the great flood of 1289 cedar logs sald by exverts
$0 nave been cut for 20_years, Ifloated down the main
street of Murwillumbah.-®-

ds and Threats

Such noerds of cedar were usually accurmulated under rather

trying conditions.

The ¢
"expo

and o

rlejacks, slime, and dead timber wait on the
man wno penetrates these solifudes and re must travel
with openr xmife %o zut the varasites, which now embrace
nim rcund the waist, acw seize him by the neck_and anon
send him headlong dy getiing among nis legs...*7o

lawyers, supplej
<

edar-cutters often worked exiremely hard between their debauches,

. . R ‘ : I Arat . : . .
sed %0...oyriads of noxious insects" "gigantic mosquitoes
Ne
. a7 L .
ther vpﬁﬂﬂn”* , ticks, and

e
<

‘._)

eeches, while "shut out from the genial

in an atmoschere wnich was often cold and damp.

ugn the aborigines of some areas apparently backed into t

(0]

Dendrocnide excelsa et 21.3pp. T0 relieve rheumatic complainis, the

e

one such "ztop" was 2t the site o Lismore where chains stretched
across the Horzn Arm o the Richmond held the logs
Ieycester and Wilson Creexs. zater a "stop! was ¢
2oatharbour Iurther up Wilson's Creesk, where a smal_
ial

b 13
ct
oy
%

resexrve still exists. Towner : 10C.cit. The chain 2t Lismore broke
853 flood, and many logs were 1ost at sea. 3allina Pilot,

2 Apr. 1961, See also W.2. Pope : "Cur Vanishing 3rush Forests" in

B 1 bl
o the 4

—a

— O

Aust. ?orestry Jour., 1918, p.7 : "I have Irequently seen practically

every leading itributary of the Richmond and Tweed Rivers literally

choked with cedar logs wal ting for 2 'Tresh! which would send thenm

with 2 boiling rush down %o permanent deep water, there to be arrested

and held by =2 boom construacied of 2 heavy anchor chain made fast to

trees on either side..." and supported by floaters "o which the
chain was secured by r ev1qg it through 'rafting dogs'."

M.J. Hartyn ”Codargetters on ;he m'veed” in Tweed Dailvy, c.1947

cutting in RRES collection. The dar-cutiers referred %o such a

oeneI;c;aL flood as "a salezble water”. Raker : Aust. Tanguage, p.78.
Tawyer Vine, Calamus muelleri and Supplejack, Flageilaria indica are

ooth {ormidable cilimbers, but not parasites. Town & Country Jourmal,

4 daxr. 1871, referring to the viciniiy of 3ellinger River.

Hdodgkinson : Australia, p.ll.

fenderson : Zxcursions, I, D.126,

ipid.

U:
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sawyers found any accidental minisirations from such itrees yet another
hazard. "Fever and ague" were

prevalent among the cedar sawyers, who lead a liZe,
rer
3

compared with which, the life oI the lumberers, or
L . . - o~ . . YT A
wood-cutters in Canada, is civilization itself.174
Emerging Irom the gloory rainforests after months of hard
. e s ’ . L .
labour, sustained only by 'salws veel, damper, tea and sugar" 75, they

stood out from other outdoor bushworkers by being "as pallid as corpses”,

1 : nl77
The sawyer lived in a "gunyah"™'' or

a tent hut thatched with the fan~like leaves of Zhe cabbage
. . . . : = . 17
tree, oven 2t one enc, with the Ifire in :ront,L'a

or in the shelier cf "merely a Iew sheets of bark temporarily piied
STV A° B s . . - - w80

togetner . me mignt Sven Live 1n a miserantie caolin' with nis

sawyer mate, or with 2 "dirty and forbidding wife, or mistress, probvably
A RSP RSN S s

a tickeit-of-leave woman, or emancinist. I the sawyer had the

additional comvany of nis children, they, according to the observations

of one iacleay visitor, were apt Lo be

17€

174 Hodg¥xinson : Op.cit., DpP.10-11L.

175 Henderson : op.cit., p.12%.

176 Harris : Settlers and Convicis, p.45. This ccondition at Illawsrra
was '"mot necessarily atiended by any sensation of illness.!! The
iMacleay sawyers were subject to iliness apparently occasioned by
lack of suniight (and subseguent lack of vitamin D), a poor dies,
nard labour and over-indulgence in rum. UDoubtless the age and state
of nealih oI a sawyer at the cutset, nnd the length of time
continuously woriked in the rainforests, were the telling factors.
Other observers also sSpoke oI the cedar-cutters! distinctive rallor.
Robert Leycester Dlawson, 2 Lismore historian noted, "It is 2 Fact
that in the 2arly 7C's a visitor to ILizmore could pick out 2 'Rig
Scrub! cedar-getter by his pale and bleached counienance -- so
different from the brovm and oronzed faces oFf men who woriked in the
open country." TYet, "I do not recollect ever nearing of any cases of
Tever or malaria." Norithernm 3tar, Iismore, 24 Dec., 1946. OCn she
other hand, Charles Jarrets g1827—1908>, the "Cedar Xing" of Ballina,
no doubt referring <o an szariier Pime, maintained that among the
cedar cutters "fever and ague...prostrated nearly all newcomers Zor
several years..." Jarreti : "Reminiscences', 1902, Tyvescript, v.5,
RRES. An Anglican minister who travelled from his Grafton headquarters
tc the lower Richmond early in 1850 noted that the sawyers! wives and
children especially were "auite pale with a yellowish tint". Rev.
Coles Child %o ais sister, = Jan. 1850, in A.Z. Elkin : The Diocese
of JNewcastle, 3yd., 1955, p.426.

177 Harris : Setilers and Convicts, p.32.

178 ©op.cit., p.43 .referring <o Llilawarra),

179 Hodgkinson : Australia, ».11 (iacleay R.)

ay -
180 Henderson : IExcursions, I, p.126 (Upper Macleay).

181 ibid.




¢ of squalor and filth, their pale
¢ features already showing that fever
end ague -- the demons of these brushes -- nave
begun their work with them, 182
A pit-sawyer wno Iound himsell withoutv a work mate was seriously

'z traditional ingeruity could save the

(O]

disadvantaged, but the bushman
situation. ©bliged to work alone Zor a ftime in the rainTorests at

I3 4 - -1 =} L m ~ (1.5 <
Bellira in the Iorties, Tommy Chilccts

p
1

98]
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H
)
[0}
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8]
o 0
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98]

10
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save Ty orute

manceuvred the logs unassisted, --
strength 2nd leverages -- con the skids over the

pit, and then, Zastening a bag of heavy iron wedges
0 the botTtom o thne saw —— in lisu o 2 zmate —— he_ .
rinped off the flitches Irom the top single-handed.~

oper nad olxdidren but no werl-mate. He

his Two Dboys to the bettom of the saw —-- one on each
zide —-- zand working Irom the top himsell zui 2
wntil ne secured xmore serviceable and =77:icient hely.
The timpber men were noT 22s5ily daunted, but the nature and

J
conditions of their work clearly pointed ito the undesirability, as well

28 To the Ilmpracticabil oI astempting to work 2lone. This 2nd the
- - )
fact that most of them were ''old hands™ meant that the custormary
. R o . N . 158
mateship of the bush was never more evident than among tne timber men .

ing with axe, sgaw, maul and wedges and ir the actual

znd levering heavy logs, were 21l obvious

zards, impossible To oredict, which could

ibid.
Alnsworth : Heminiscences, p
Chilcots orme

(181
the Zast 3allina cemetery.
D38

[
m @
VI

7-28. The gravestone of Thomas
cyal Navy sailcr, may de seen in

{
NI

op.cit., 3

Alexander Harris appreciated this at Lane Cove in 1827 : "I suprpose
there is no class of tradesmen or indeed of any men whc 2=nt ;
such 2 brotherly feeling toward one arother 2s sawyers...'S
and Convicts, p.38.

"widow-makers'' were dead branches which suddenly drovred, sometimesg
unaccountably in a still Torest, but more olten during 2 wind or

Ie)

when 2o tree was being felled, See Baker : Aust. lenguare, .79,

[
be)

)
w
(o)




splitter of fallen logs

his safety guaranteed.
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was not necessaril;

187

s0 self-sufficient as %o have

A more insidious threat o the sawyers was pcsed by technology.
Al<hough pit—sawing was still practised a2t Nowendoc in 1930, some sawyers
were mechanised as early as The 18205.188 In Cctober 1838, Xirik and Son,
who customarily advertised that '"Colonial Hard Wood of zvery description”
was on sale 2t their yard in Sussex Street, Svdneylag, sought

an Engineer,

engine and
Orl€ .« s ACCU

+
aw

machinery, now
stomed to saw-mills

to take charge of
WOTK.

-
(84

condensing steam-
An Zmigrant and
would be eferred.1S0

jors

consider
ulmse__,
purst it along
caused another tTO
it, when the banked

together, crushing
he l*ngered, with
long de=snd
he had rooted
tne intention
annals of the

187

»
-
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evid

IES

when found.
semi-ci

Australian
Sorenson : Aust. Z2ckblocis,

Tthe
wit

bank
rack

out,

dar
a4

hi
ently of cut

busk ars re
pp.ide

Dla

-

BRSIS)

€.8. o0in Tt re
Sec. Goulburm
provosed "to

Svd.

§§§, 8, 10, 1
uOlsts, Scantling
SMH, 2 COct. 1838.
machinery of Xirk
and complete, and
SMH, 10 Oct. Q:8,
"“team machinery £

found to answer admirably."

™

the same yard.
about 1837 (Tevy

. P N
“Q_.L,

obtained

Lo ReN
<9

lent :aw:t_ng

ircular Saws, ”‘encqes ; Rollexrs, and Woodwork,

J

Machin

2 Oct. 1838, etc.
,H‘oorirg 2oards,

Syd. Gaz., 11 Oct.
and Son's steam saw
in a it state %o ¢
confuses the issue
Tor sawing stones is
¥o doubt
Girard nad 2 steam
Yallumetta, p.54)

and

man wWho...wnile camping by
h maul and wedges. When he had
ed the middle wedge, which
He thrust nis nend o
the hall-burst log sno
r nim 2s vice. How
no one could tel ne
few inches from hig
als =23iforts to reach
the Zmprisoned hand...
with such sexperiences...’!
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ninery". HRA, X, p.499,
ale at Gouldbuwrm Grove, Tun

in perZect ion,
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nder

eY‘

with

e, Preservat
comolete."
The nardwood was in the
Veather 3oards, 2attens,
18328, reported shat the
mi was 'mow put togethe
ommence operavtion.”" A note
somewhat Lirk and Son's
now in full operation, and
timber was also steam-sawn
saw-mill at Darling Harbour

and W.G, Gard's Australian Saw

Torm of
&C.  &c M

T g

D r

B

-
pe)

Mill in Rathurst 3t., Sydney in the late 1820s was probably

mechanised.
23" tnick and 2'

2 Nov,., 18

Gard, iike Cutler, specialised in "Cedar Plank" up %o
wide ( SIH,

38,. Walter Jibble (JRAES,

1616, pp.281-282) also rezerred to Girerd's (or Gerard's) Mill,

There was a steam saw-mill at Jamberoco by

Cornhill lMegagzine,
a short-lived saw-
this mill to Wyral
RRHS Records.

1843 (H. Heathorn in

1911, v.772). In 1853 Snow & Zssery 2stablished
mill at Bailina. The 3reckenridge 3rothers moved
lah in 1865. Ainsworth : Reminiscences, p.l3 and







-388-
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is recorded that some
the usurping

. . 19
consigned to the new operators'" ™~

-

and vertical saws! in their mills.

brought mcre nroblems. 1 1830 the

p=}

=3

to raise their wages to

sawyers showed their disapproval of

machinery "by such methods as driving large nails in logs

ncst unreasonable rate" and "threatening

an
L < . - o .
The depression of the forties
Sydney sawyers struck work, "trying

who by 1842 were using both "ecircular

smash the saws and injure those men' working for less than the rate
193 Ly ; iy ‘ 5 o

demanded.” "~ Jorthern cedar-cutters, on the Macleay for example

suffered because e
cedar *rarfic...nas been for some iime very dull...
occasioned in 2 greal measure, by the unparalieled
depressed state 0I the money market

. 194

in Sydney.

The antipodean sxtension of the Industrial Revolution threatened
not only the sawyers, 3y 1846, ¥r. William Hickiing Burnett's "Patent
Planing and Moulding Machines" were being preomoted by Sydney agents. The
published testimonials %o the 2fficiency of these machines must have alarme
many city joiners and moulders as they read of the mass-production of

nouldings, flooring voards, whether plain or tongued and
grooved...vindow-sashes, skirtings, architraves, Scilgg
and vails of dcors, panel-stuff, Spoutings, &C., g, 190

The intTlux of pornulation during the 'Golden Tecade! and the
subsequent bullding bdcom, especially in Vicsoria, sncrmously increased
191 IZevy : Wallumetzta, p.54; also W. Hdibble in JSRAHS, 1516, p.281.

182 see for =2xample 3SMH, 11 3ept. 1842. Foodstock Saw ¥Mill was then
seeking teetotallers as a Daw sharpener and 2 "Circular Bench
Sawyer, expert in his itrade.

162 3ME, 10 Apr. 1840. '"he sawyers used to receive "six shillings and
six-vence per hundred feet for cedar under two feet wide,and
proportionate prices zbove that width." They then sought 8/4 ger
mmdred for boards under 2 TH. a2nd 10/6 "for all above." Now,
two months later, they were seeking 8/4%-per hundred for boards
under 1'6" and 16/8 for boards over 2!'6" with intermediate rates
between those sizes.

194 SHE, 17 Peb. 1841. See the graph of cedar exports on p.390.

195 SME, 30 Sept. 1846.

d



SOVME INTERFRETATIONS OF THE N.S.W. CEDAR EXPCORT GRAPH, 1827-1877.

NOTE: The statistics for this 50-~year period, covering the middle
decades of the century, appear to be sufficiently reliable to provide
an accurate indication of export trends of Red Cedar. Only recorded
exports of Red Cedar are shown, and not the total N.S.W. production,
which must have been very much higher. It was intended to show by
comparison the export of "Blue Gum, Pine and other Timber" but the
early figures reveal wide discrepancy, and the later ones are
complicated by being shown partly in superficial feet, and partly in
"sleepers'", "poles", "scantlings","logs", etc. which makes it
impessible to arrive at an overall comparative figure in superficial
feet. It is clear, however, that the export of this "other timber"
was well over 3,000,000 super., ft. in the years 1864, 1865 and 1875.

The major features of the graph would appear to be due to the
following factors :

1. Before the goldrushes, most years of high export were followed
by years of comparatively low export. This may have been due to
a series of "local extinctions" of "handy" cedar and/or to the
fact that each alternate year or so the market was satisfied, if
not glutted.

2. The economic depression immediately after 1840 is clearly
reflected.

3. The year 1850 was a wet year for the coastal area, and probably
many logs were "freshed out" leading to the higher export in
1851.

4s During the Golden Decade, 1851-1861, the export of cedar, largely
1o Victoria, reachest its highest point sc far. Yet in the
midst of a period of record export, 1853-1857, there was a
significant fall (1855) as if a "supply bottleneck" had developed.
That is, there was a shortage of labour in the midst of a period
of very high demand. As additional labour became available along
with improved transport facilities, the demand was probably met
in the peak year of 1857.

5. ter the goldrushes there was a tapering off, followed by a
boost in 1863 just after the Selection Acts. Probably high
local demands within N.S.W. reduced the amount available for
export for a time. The severe drought of 1865 no doubt
contributed to the low export in that year.

6, Purther technical develorments, for example, the establishment
of steam sawmills in the bush, and the availability of more
labour and better transport facilities, combined with a high
demand, ensured that the amount of cedar for export would be
increased. The overall secular trend during the first 46 years
of this 50-year period, culminated in the record export of
4,000,000 super., ft. in 1873. It is likely that the flood rains
of 1870-1871 "“freshed out" many previously inaccessible logs to
boost the 1872 and 1873 exports. Thereafter there were not
enough mature trees left to maintain such an output, and exports
dramatically decreased., It should also be noted that 1877 was
a year of low rainfall.
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Red Cedar : Abundant or Extinct?

From the time of its discovery even to the present, the virtual

extinction of Red Cedar has been aliermately proclaimed and refuted. In

1819, Commissioner Bigge was told of the scarcity of Hawkesbury cedar

following wholesale c‘test:cuc*:ion‘L9

cedar convenient to BewcastleL99. He was informed tnat Illawarra ced
A

.~ 4200 o - , C s .
was plentiful , yet in 1822 Macguarie found it was ''very scarce, nost
w201

, and the diminution by 1820 of Hunter

]
]

of it having been already cut down and carried away to Sydney. Macleay

cedar, first exploited about 1835, was by 1842 said to be "nearly done up”goza

y : L w203 : '
and by 1845, "quite exhausted." In 1852, 1% was claimed that Illawarra
cedar was "Tor the most vart cut down and yet forty years later the

same thing was still being seid about 205

the same timber in the same locality.,
The need for an accurate botanical survey was clear.,

In 1850, Charles loore, Director of the Sydney Botanic Gerdens,
t0ld the Austrzlian Scciety {after Sir Themas iitchell naed given an address

on the resources of the County oI Cumberiaend) that he had

examined every par®t of the country between Illawarra
and tThe River Iannin a felt quite convinced that
not a {cedar) iree ze w2s to be found either

on the alluv*ugG;f 2r in the ravines of
C

Tie ZOoLNTEINS.

This "rash assertion™ was s:undly attacked oy Edwin Hickey who advanced

}—4
£
i)
@
w
©
w
o
&
15}

evidence to show that in such edar ranges’' arourd certain

o

Hunter fributaries, cedar Itrees were still abundant, if rather
inaccessible., Railways and other transport developments would enable

these resources to be utilised., In additicn, there were

198 Bigge : Report, Appendix. ML. BT. Box S5, ».2042, Archibald Bell's

evidencey 27 Nov. 1812. Cf. Wentworth : Statistical Account (1824),

I, p.115 : "The vanks of the Hawkesbury formerly produced cedar and

rosewood, but these have long since been eradicated, and none of +b

settlers have yet made any atitenpts to replace them by planting,

3igge : op.clit., ML. BT. 2ox 22, p.4214, Robert Elwes's ev1dence,
May 182C, and 3ox 1, z.472, J. T. Morisset's evidence, 17 Jan. 1820,

200 DBigge : op.cit.; L. BT. Box 5, pp.2218-2219, Charles Throsby's

evidence, 26 Jan. 1821.

201 IHacquarie : Journals of Tours, p.240.

202 SMH, 15 Sept. 1842,

203 Hodgkinson : Australia, p.24.

204 Hughes : Australian Colonies,; p.74.

205 Maiden in Ag., Gaz. NSW, 1893, p.603

206 SiE, 26 Oct. 1850.
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still the rivers of greater magnitude tc the north,

and after that an inexhaustible supply in the

mountain ranges of those rivers.<

. . o o . ,.208 L,

The suggestion that cedar reaiforestation projects be undertaken was
not justified because of expense and ''because no scarcity has yet shown
. o s .. o n20% . - s .
itself in the market." fickey could only assume %hat lir. Moore had
come o his erroneous conclusion because he exanined only

the mountairs and waters immediately on the coast,
in which the cedar is not now to ve fouwnd in any
quantity.”

Thus the argument over the orofusion or paucity of supoly

gathered momentum whilz the amount oI Red Cedar availsati

o]
. s 4 o . 211 . L .
wexed and waned with intriguing inconstancy. In 1851, =2 Maitliand
Mercury correspondent maintained that there was sufiicient cedar on

Clarence and Richmond o last for years, despite heavy cutiing., Ainy

scarcity was due not Zo the lack of trees, obut to the fact that "the
-
sawyers stand about nalf their time over the keb.”élz The old idea oF the
boundless forests with inexhaustible supplies, still persisted.
In 1863, 2 Tweed visitor propnesied that "in about twenty jears
such 2 thing as =2 cedar tree will nct be found in the :oun‘cr".”zl3 n

t was claimed that the parsnt stands the very vest mpountain
5 e 8!

SS 01 gralirn 2nd...
ia]
1

ried down Dy T}

(@]
IS
()

2
FRAaY. Pz4!
b

r will

ited on their alluvial banks.
2 t snould then have been appreci
iourish wnere abundant shelt
ibid. Cedar plznting was begun in the Dorrigc Forest _es e
1884 and in the GosTord State Foresi Mursery in 1890, In 18%2, 1500
young cedars were planted out at Otford. The great problems nave
been provision of adegquate (preferably rainforest) shelter and the
ravages of the Red Cedar Tip Moth, Zyvsowyla robusia Moore.
209 see the accompanying grapn oI cedar exports, 1827-1877.
210 SHE, 26 Oct. 1850.
211 see the accompanying graph oI cesdar exporss, 1827-1877, ard the
notes thereon.
2 quoted by conn lNcFarlane ir Daily Examiner, Grafion, 4 June 1959,
3 SMH, 26 Aug. 1869.

a
208 1t is interx
ce




Bellinger velley, where a2t some saw-pits cedar logs seven feet in
. .. 214 - s c i . _ ]
dismeter =" were broken down into boards =" to 2" thick. Ioads of two

thousand superrficial Tfeet, representing avbout ten days! work for one

Tels that cedar would 'mot fail i

buts

lr oT sawyers, were then being conveyed by dray to Armidale. 7I% was

1 the 1ifetime of zhe present generation'

¥

that "the objectionable mefthod of squaring round logs' czaused zuch
215

unnecessary waste.

In August 1875, scome iwenty-five years aTffter making his assertion

about the exXxtreme rarity of cedar, Charles lloore instructed William

v

Carron of the 3otanic Gardens starll, %o 'report on the present anad

probable Tuture suprly o cedar... from the Northexrn Rivers." Jarron

Pagei

found that

on the Clarexnc
ﬁ

hmond and Tweed Rivers
comparative 2

220 IThe number of exce
nere were now but few srees

Contrary %o regulations, cedar tress wers ihnen being cut "considerably

less than 2 ©%. in diameier z2lthough such trees are dut litile —va2liue in
the market.”" Cedar logs cut "10 or 12 years 2g0” hut not removed

the forests, wers being retrimmed and resquared zs "the greater

‘ NN ; v v 216 . . -

the present supply Tor...Sydney and Melbourme.™ Uriess In

214  Shere are records of Red Tedzrs with vasal diameters of

4. or more {(2.Z. 3yrne : Wanderings (1848), p.217; Iang
Account (1852) II, 3.;97} and 150 £%. nigh, with Dlngle

yielding 10,000 super. ©%. and more. On the Richmond, "Tommy )

Jo  The rzcord yield was probably shat Irom
a giant ¢ ich Sauer's selection, Jullz Mulla Ck,, 45
miles from XKempsey. It was "measured...by Messrs. C.C. ITengar and

was given the cresdis of Zelling and working the di ggesz
junction of ¥ilson's and Skenr a~‘s Creeks near Zooyong.
iike 23,000 feet of marketable cedar was taken from the giant,
fsee Tom Ross in 3allina Pilot, 12 Apr. 1961, and N.C. Hewisst in
2z
A

W. Jance, and found 3o contain 80,000 feet of sound cedar." The
trunk put out its rirst orapc at 60 4., and the dbranches thermselves
were he size of fair-sized tre I% is said that =he selzcuicn
was chiefly taken up Zor the sake of this tree." A.R. Crawford,
Moona Plains, Walcha in ileiden : Forest FPlora NSW, I, .52 (1904}.
Town & Country Jourmal, 25 liar. 1871, At that time, 2 stear saw-aill

was being established on Zon Dorrigo Creek.
Jrafs letter and report, Carron Lo iloore, Cc
ML. C351-2, quoted in L.A, Gilbexr®t : "¥illia
P« 307,

. 1875, Carron Mmr
arron" JRAHIS, 1961,

3]
2t
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young trees was stopped, Carrcn warned, there was little hope or any
future supply at 211, and certainly within the two years immediztely
following Carron's report, the export of cedar dropred dramatically.217
Yet, seventy-five years later, in 1950, "=about 300,20C super Zset were
cut in New South Weles mostly in the ranges tetween Xempsey and Glen

4218

Innes.

The vacillation of opinion concerming she supply o Red Jedar
was due 10 2 series of "local extinctions, sach Zollowed oy Successiul
exploration of the rainforests leading to the discovery of new stands of
cedar trees. As the Thandy"™ cedar near the rivers and bullocik team =racks
was cut oub, the 'cedar Irontier" was pushed back further into remcie
roinforest recesses wnere the trees were often cut, but lef dbecause of
the lack of itranspvort facilities. Zxploration oI the foresss was
determined by the topogravhy snd by the density oI the Iorest cover itself.
and cedar trees in the trackless rainforests of ravine countryglg remained
secure until the advent of steam tracticn engines, motor lorries, rneavy
duty tracsors and bulldozers, the latter ariter World War II.

217 see the accompanyd
218 Aust. Zncyc., 2, T
Hayden, the 'Cedar
while searching I2

219 note, for example, the letter in the Mzitland Hercury, 14 June 1866,
referring to cedar "in the 21lmost inaccessible ravines” in <he lit,
i rpool Range. The extinection of cedar

Royal section oI the Live

continued tc be announced. In 1918, when '"land with an average »f
one mature cedar tree per acre!" was considersd "very gzood cedar

country" {Aust. TForsstry Jour. Apr. 1918, p.28) “he Chief Tnspector
of the ¥.S.VW. Forestry Commissicn commented; "the cedar has vanished
ailmost entirely. The young and immature stuff which one sees to-day

is sor%, and nas neither 'flower', colour, nor size." (W.P2. 2ocve in
lust. Torestry Jour., san. 1918, p.7). Six years later, cedar was

still being referred to as "a rapidly vanisaing tree” (A. Meston in

Aust. Forestry Jour., May 1922, p.,122.) Something of the old

P

inconclusive opinions cencerning the suonply of Red Cedar still
persist. In llarch 1962 one Forestry Commission publication siated

that "large trees are still occasionally obtained Zrom the gorges
on the east of the Jew England Tableland" (3. M. 3aur : Foress

Tegetation in Jorth-zasternm New South W )

H

Wales, Syd., 1962, p.17) while
in 1964 ancther Commission publication stated "only a few isolated
trees now remain." (Forest Resources, Regions and Trees of New
South Wales, Syd., 1964, p.13). Despite the enormity of the attack
upon Red Cedar rescurces over 180 years, the species still survives

T S
although vrobably within an ace of extinetion when
finally declared.

s
in N.S.W. e
ralnTorest reserves were

v
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Retween the coast and the ranges, anywhere between Ulladulla
and the Tweed, cedar~seekers in M.S.W. could hope te discover the rather
scattered cedar trees within specialised plant commmunities which
themselves had & restricted distribution determined by a favourable
interaction of climatic and edaphic factors.gzo The transyport tecmology
2t the time of discovery determined whether the trees could be utilised
or not, but often this factor did not receive due consideration. Cedar
thus lured men further and furtiner from the settled districts, thereby

. . . . 221 . s
promoting the expansion of settlement, and in the 1860s many a selector

]

was induced by the promise of cedar to take up a block of rainforest

[»]
. 22
country.
- 223

The waste, like the yield, was enormous” ~, with the half-round

fTlitches removed in squaring the logs,

21l the great flanges, and the great stump, all the
runk above the fork and the main branches, being

The waste did not go entirely wmoticed. In December 1854, far example,

Willoam Wilson, pioneer settler of Lismore, wrote to Governcr FitzRoy,

ocringing under notice the wasterul destruction...of

3 imber and proposing that the issue of
licenses to cut timber for the present year, shculd
be delayed, until o complete reconstruction...of
the existing Reguliations.

The letter was writiten at an inopportune time, and Wilson was simply
told thaet if ne had "any practical suggestions' they would "doubtless

. 22
receive due consideration from His Excellency's successor.” 5

In 1857, eighty "Builders, Timber Merchants, Cabinet Makers,

Carpenters and Joiners, and Surveyors of Sydney’ sent a "Petition for

22C see G. N. Baur : "Pactors offecting Rainforest Distribution in Yew
South Wzles™, B.Sc. Thesis, Syd. Uni., 1954.

221 sec Appendix XIII.

222 sec Footnote 170.214 supra.

223 sec the accompanying cedar export graph on p.350.

224 A. Meston in Aust, FPorestry Jour., lay, 1922, p.l23, Cf. "The
sawyers are a most wasteful set of men, They spoil more timber than
they use. They cut and square only the very best parts of a troce,
leaving great masses of cedar, which would fetech 2 great price in
the market, to rot unheeded in the brushes. They destroy young trees,
too, with most culpable carelessness, and wishing only to seize
present advantages, care not a dution how many young trees they
destroy in cutting down an old one." SMH, 26 Aug. 1869, referring
to the Tweed.

225 W. Elyard for Col.Sec., to Wme. Wilson, 2 Jan. 1855. 1SW CSOL, 55/1
quoted in Aust. Forestry Jour. Mer. 1927, pp.81-82., Sir Wm. Denison
succeeded FitzRoy on 20 Jan. 1855,
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the Prevention of Waste' to the N.S.W. Legislative Assembly. The

petitioners sought o chonge in the law

respecting the right to cut timber on Crown Iands
under 2 governmecnt Licence, especially the cedar
brushes of the Colony.

I+ was pointed out that "cedar itrees ars now becoming very sca
squaring of logs, it was maintained, caused a loss of "from 600 feet to

1,600 feet in every tree." The maintenance ol the cedar supply was

"
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essential, since "no %imber indigenous to the Colon;g
It was claimed, rightly, that "whole foresis’ had disappesred "in an
incredibly short space of time" and that protective mecasures scemed
226
.

essential A few may have nodded sagely, but 2s 1857 was 2 record

year for cedar export, especialily to Viectoria, the argument must hove

seemed rather thin, and the first timber reserves were in fact not

22
proclaimed until 1871. 7

228

", ..50 few of the timbers...ars xmown."
As long 25 Red Cedar remained "<he king of trees® and in good

O
ot
Y
™
a1
CE],
1]
2}
=
@]
O
Q.
141]
H
4]
Q
o
‘.J
a
<
[¢)
Q.
(@]
O
=]
(%]
ct
'—l
<
@
o
4
=
)AL
t
ot
B
o
w
ot
d.
5
&+
}Jr
O
81
L
3
3
S
n
' J
13
’.J
o
N
M
-

Barron Field when visiting Illawarra, wherc cedar-cutting was well-
established, "regretted that so few orf the timbers...are imown"., Apers
srecies, "the wood~cutters had no names

cther
. . . e L L 229
for the many trees of gigantic growth which cover this mountain.' -~

o
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Tack of a vernacular nam t usually implied o corresponding
. o o PO 230
lack of any use¢ or distinguishing featurs.

226 V. & P. Ieg. Assembly NSW, 1857, I, p.>71.

227 V. & P. leg. Assembly NSW, 1883%-1884, IV, p.881,

228 TE.C. Booth : Australia, Lond., 1876 (?) II, p.l47.
m

8
229 TField : Ceog. Memoirs, ».463. The five species were : "wild apple"
(Planchoneila australis); "plum'" (Diospyros australis); "sassafrag!
(probably Doryphora sassafras, or perhaps Cryvtocarya zlaucescens );
Hrogsewood" (i.e. 3astard Resewood, Synoum glandulosum); and
"turpentine" (Syncarpia glcmulifera which grows arcund the edges »f
rainforests). Of these, Turpentine is the most useful timber trece,
although the timber of the other species has been used to somc extent
for linings and other indoor work, See Appendix VIII, See also
Chapter III, p.170. The ornly brush trees Macguarie noted during his
Il1lawarra visit of 1822 were Cedar, Sassafras and Fig, the latter
probably Ficus macrophylla, which is not a Timber tree. Macquarie :
Journals of Tours, p.240.

3
7
e
(

230 although the converse was not necessarily true, for some distinguishing

feature (e.g. the fruits of the Figs and of the Native Plum, etc.)
oTften led to the bestowal of a vernacular name, whether a plant had
some definite use or not, Plants which had some definite application
necessarily required identification.
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When the Rev. Coles Child travelled dewn the Richmond early in
1850 to visit some cedar-sawyers, he noted

dense brush to the water's edge -- and in some pPr+S

4.

pine trees 100 £t aigh ~- but not the least value. 231

As long as there was pleanty of cedar, this would have been the sawyers!

view of the largest indigenous conifer of New South Wales, the majestic

. . A ; . 232
Araucaria cunninghamii which was Xmown by various vernacular names. ”

In January 1825, Governor Brisbane sent to Earl Bathurst timber of this
pine brought from iloretcn Bay. The Governcr was confident, because of
the effectiveness of "a Topmast of the Pine in the Colonial Brig Amity"
that it would "prove a most valuable acquisition for Naval purposes”, and
there were "endless quantities of these mosi beautiful Trees" up to cne

mmdred feet high.o-

N

John Nicholson of H.M. Dockyard at Sydney, warmly

approved of this timber, it "being well calculated for Masts and Yards,
234
as alsc for House and inside Ship Work."” " The Navy Commissioners in

235

Iondon were, however, unimpressed by Hichclson's samples, and the

timber apparently fell from favour except for local use, until concern

at the diminution of "handy'" mature cedar led to a reassessment by the
236 - : . .
g In 1865 James and John Breckenridge established “"the first
large scale mill" on the Rickmond, "in the midst of a rich pine scrub" az
237

Wyrallah. By the end of the sixties, it was claimed that

231 Rev. Coles Child to his
fewcastle, p.427.

232 Horeton Bay, Richmond River, Colonial, Hing or Hoop Pine. See
photographs on pr.237, 397, 399.

[0}

ister, 5 Jan. 1850 in Elkin : Diocese oT

233 Brisbzne to Bathursit, 1 Jon. 1825, HRA, XI, pp.456-457.
234 Nicholson to Alex. iicLeay, 4 July 1826, HRA, XII, p.677.
235 R.W, Hay to Darling, 13 Nov. 1827 and enclosure, HRA, XIII, pp.620-

621.

236 +this is supported by Arthur Cousins (1866-1960) in his The Northern
Rivers of New South Wales, Syd., 1933, p.65 and in The Northern Star
‘Iismore ) 28 Feb, 1553; also Robert Leycester Dawson in RRHS
Journal, 1938, pp.89-20, and E. Saville :"Reminiscences", IS. RRES.
See also C. Moore in Lond. Exhib. 1862, p.Z28.

237 Alex. Munro : "Reminiscences of the Munro Pamily', 1954, MS. RRHS.
See photograph on p.387. Some areas of the Richmond rainforests
were very rich in Hoop Pine. About 1880, = forest ranger reported
that on one area of 50 or 60 acres, "over half o million feet of
pine have been cut." Thomas Richards : New South Wales in 1881,
Syd., 1882, p.59.
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the ncrthern rivers hag now

become very general; and vhat 1t hos almost entirely
. A

Steam milis ot Gamormic on the Clarcnce and at Wardell on the lower
Ficromeond were cunting an Incersasing amounv O pine and 2 decreasing
armownt of cedar by 1E871; zltuough the uses ol the Twoe timbers by an

reater demand once

nelir nroperties were avyrnreciated.s Rosewood, Tvysoxvium fraseranum
i L _x_).. o DT S b , ¥ 9

242

second to cedar amonz the orusawocds since lizcauariel's time Z2ined
238  Indust. crogress ST Exhib., 1870, p.459.
272 Dbeing, 25 Charlss loore said, "one of the most beauitiful, durable,
5 ens simbers in the world” (op.cit., m.635) 2ed
wide range of purposes, freom Ffencing to fine
slabs o evguisite interior ranelling, from
rriaces. Hocp Fine, like its congensr on
la, proved too britile and stherwise
it was a valuable MUhilisy™ wood Zor
. inings, slabs and especially for vacking
Selzcted pine with 2 zood figure was used
Zourc.
240 Zbed the pines arter his Two Srips 3o ths
L cksland, v.45.

[\

;:

N

e near Dungabee, just west of ILismcre,5 T,
the Tirst branch. RRES Jourmal,

1
ore in June 1&£10. If from the Hunter, this would hove been
Dysoxylum fraseranum, but if from Illawarrz or other areas near Sydney
Bastard Rosewocd, Svnoum glandulosum. 3Bigge was told ~f Hunter R.
Rosewood, Jyscxylum fraseranum, having "been much used Zor making
Furniture", "for veneering, as well as for turning' and For "Gond

3ed Posts". 3Bigge : Revori, Appendix ML. 37. Box 22, p.42124, Rabert
EZlwes's evidence, © il2y 1820 and Box 5, p.2273, Patrick Riley's
evidence, 1820. Hacquarie himsell inspected a2 log of Rosewood =-n the
Hastings in 1821. I% was "fifteen feet long, and 2% feet in diameter.’

7]

L2 Wi. Lawson, Commandant at Newcastle.
. ned that '"the 10 logs of Rosc Wnod

3 - 1% 1is not to ve got nearsr than 60 Miles
Irom the lzment a very heavy Wood and must be flitchd on
the Spot...”" Ietter ic Macquarie, NSW Archives, 7/2736, v.dd. Also
Richard Zouse : Records 51 the Parramatta Lumber Yard, 1805°9-1821,
ML. PM4/2119, mentions cedar logs and "Rosewood Planks! from the
ydney St

Macguarie : Jourmals Of Tours, p.2l3., ‘illiam Gardner referred in
1851 %2 the cuvting of Rosewood on "the Bulga Mounsains, within Forty
miles oF Ilaitland", a timber "long used for vencering." Gardner :

Productions Nerthern NSW, UNE Archives, M20 (MF), p.53.
b b s b
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Ztrz attention; White Beecch, Gmelina leichhaxrdtii,Teak or Crow'!s Ash,
Plindersia austrzlis and Tulip-wood, Earpullia vendula were among ihe

"other" brushwoods treated 2t the Wyralleh 3ill in the 1860s and 1870s.
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The same diversificar rainrtorest timbers apparently

developed in other areas too, depending °n the zmount HF o=

N R . L . L. 245
available, and on the wvariety oI brushwocd irees.

Yet knowledge o these brusawsods wae acquired slowly, William
Macarthur, one of the most enlightened 2mateurs, noted in the Tifties

that the cedar-cutters

ct

n

4

in seeking out

nave neglected 21l
Uueﬂ have ng nomes
12%tlse InTormaticn.

their timber, Th~f nave oe

b

1]

This was preoisely the situation described dy 2arron Field thairty yezrs

berore. lncarthur did, however, appreciate thne difficuliies of sxploring

the rainTorests :

distinguish
Their Zgli=ngze
nterminglied wizh
‘nbere, Their
ana the light
rqulres o De
S [T may be remarked,
WC brusnes resemble cach other pr,01 sely;
T =—rces make thelr appearance in each
orush, whilsT others disapn eﬂr...nltnouan
ities be so 1liztle mown, it is not o bve
t 50

me oI them would prove of zreat valuc...

=

[\S]

47

o

g 53till wasted during the final clearing oI scne rain-

t3. See Chwpter IID, p.243.

4 ss it was mainly 2 pine mili'. o : Reminiscences

) ¥S. RRHS. The most scutherly pine mill was apprerently at

e est Reserve, about 20 m. .. of Dorrigo, neﬂr

Tyringhom. AZ. G2Z. N9V, 1394, p.223. Hoop Pine in this area vwas

often called "borrigo Pine," See phoicgraph on p 387.

245 such timbers a2s the Isllowing came ol“Nl’ into wider use : Red 3ean,
" Dysoxylum “ueWWerl; Black Bean or icrcton 3ay Cl estnut, Ca
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S
australe; Cudgerie, Flincersia schottiana; Tong -ack, élindersia
xanthoxyla; Silky Ozk, Grevilliez robusta cna Orites excelsn;
weod, dorpullic penduls; Ironwood, Zockhousiz myrsifalic, 3.
sciadcohora. See for exomple, Town & Country Journcl, 25 Mar. 1871
nd AgZ. Gaz. JSV. 18G4, v.221.

L

246 Catzalogue : Poris Exhib. 1855, pp.ll5-116.

247 jp.cit., p.116. To-doy 139 sub-iypes of roinforest in J.3.7. are
recogni sea, according Yo denminant species. See 5.J. 3aur : Forest
Tvees in Yew South Woles, Syd., 1965.
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Macarthur'!s observations were republished nearly ten years later, for

nothing significant had been published in the meantime to indicate
oA

any change in the situation. o Although Macarthur was thinking of the

I1lawarra district, ais remarks were squally applicable to the northern

rainforests. Srcpeaking of the timber rescurces o the 3ig Scrub in 1861,

Charles Moore lamented that
so little is xnown of these woods, that beyOW‘ t;e Cedar...
Pine..,.Rosewood...ASh...2 B
Calk...nearly aLT the otﬂe

/\
excepting for fire-wood.<
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Over twenty years later, the same laments, tempered with some delated

tributes, were sIL

great majority' of

though yielcing wimber o great bteauty, strength, and
durability, often exguisitely Iizured, veined, or

marked, fragrant, ftaking a Iine vpolish, zand ecual, if
not cuoev*or. to many Xxinds now largely imported, are
unfortunately very little xmown, and seldom used.250

Three years later tne .3.W. Govermmenst Statistician suproried this

. P
orasn vree

Some 0of the Zeast lnown oI S nave wood
grained and marked most beautiZully, which is 2zzable
oI receiving the nighest poiisn, while some are
Iragrantly perfumea. 7These woods are adapied to <he
Tinect description of caviznel-malking,; and it is sgggnge
=>4

that their meriis nave =C escarved atvtiention,

4
1
t

As llacarthur nad implied 1ong veiore, This was 1ot strange, In the
rainforests it was Red Cedar wrich dominated the Timber men's atiention.
What sawyer would search Zor unknown znd untested cabinet iimbers as

long as Red Cedar with 2lmost universsl apvlication and a well-establisned
market was still available? At the professional level, botanists were

scientiZic description and

i)

then more concerned with the problens
clagsification than with wood technolcgy, and sven Zearmed amateurs like

William Meacarthur lacked the Zacilities for accurate %testing, although

248 ILond. Exhiob. 1862, pp.ld
249 Moore in Lond. Txhih 18
V\

.27. Red Cedar, Toona zusiralis; Hoop
¢ Jveoxylum fraseranum; Ash,

peiubl
C E a W] inderaia alatva s o = P (M A rars o )
e.g. Crow's Ash or Teak, ;_---Cie- L3 2USTIIralls o sumpy ash, (Cudgerie !
¥. schottiana, or 3ennett's Ashk, . bennewti ana; Wnite 3eech, Gmelina
lelchhzrdtii;Tulip-wood, aroulvla pendula; Silky Oak, Grevillea
robusta. Lioore rervezted this statement in USW 4;uslogue aris Exhib.

1867, Appendix p.27.
5 ¥ilson : Timbexr Trees, bv.l
251 Coghlan : Wealth and Progress, 1886-1887, ».1(S.







they certainly had the interest. Zver in the nineties, the lacit of
imowledge aboui brushwoods was still regretted and somewhat exagzerazed
by some observers, but until the problem of the correct seazcning
procedure was solved, it s
only in small mussum samples.

Timbers of the Intericr.

to The variety of timbers found in the coassal

forests, the offering of the western plains seemed meagre indesd. Gscorzs
Svans nad collectsd the Iirst timber spacimens west o the 2lue licurntains
253
7/ .

in 1817%, but subsequent explorsrs of the inland soon reporied <z

~ e~ =1 < S I - 3 -3
CcCovVer zZE They Troceeded wesTtward., .ne

ng <he timber of the wesTerm
country 1is greavly inIsricr; both lndauaatlty
and guality, to That on the coast.“- "
This zdvice was Dotk sremature and sxaggerated, Zor the wesi was o,
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Casvlereagh and Jamci 4lsTricts) ana in the river Iorests oI River el

. - T oy - s M T s i ", NIt erins A 5 3 = - 3
Gun, Z.camaldulensis, stk "biue gum® or "yarran™ which nad 30 inmrrezssd

ophyll an
4 -~
the coast. Iine ., 2elzan ’ -roroarx ', Mallee

were ringpbarked znd burmt, and even ''beautiful wilgs

were destroyed 25 setilers sitrove To increase the amount

252 J.7. de 3Joque in Proc.Rov.3oc.SW,; 1894, pp.215-216

253 see Chapter II, pp.27-28.

254 Zang : Zdistorical iccount, II, ».374.

252 White Cypress, la2lliiiris augelil; 3lack or Red Cypress, C.enilicher::
Slender Cyrpress, C.Treissili SSp. murrayensis.

256 Zasuarina cristata.

2 e.g. ugga, Z.3idercxylon: Jarrow-ieaved, E,crebra; Silver-lizzved,
s.melaroovhloia.

258 e.g. White, Z.dumosa; Red, E.socialis; Green, E.viridis.

2% =2,z. 3inble, Z.vonulnea; 3lack, B.largiflorens.

260 =2.2. Myall, A.pendula; Yarran, A.nomelophylla; Ironwood, 4.2
3rigalow, u.“aroonnvl*u; Gidgee,; A.cambagel; Mulga, A.aneursz

.orachvstachya and Cooba, A.salicina

2€1 Vleu, Feijera parviflora. See reminiscences of Z.H. Utley, sawmiller

of westerm Y.S.¥. in Aust. Foresiry sour., Oct. 1922, p.283.
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The other great mainstay of the inland, River Red Gum, Z.

forests along most of the westerm rivers,
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These Tforests wers atitacked Irom one gide by the wood-cutters who
guaranteed the ne=ds of the increacsing Ileet of river-stcamers, and Srom

the other by setil

telegrapn poles, whari-
piles, ships! timvers, fence pcsts and road-naving blocks, excellent
Tor blacksmiths, nectar for rirsi-grade honeyv znd z kino which

was introduced into the British pharmeacovpoeia by 1885.‘ The prevalence
of such 2 valuabls ftree zlcng the tanks ol the Liurray nelgped o emphasige
intercolonial trade problems Iin the years before Federation., In 1863,
disgruntled squatzers alleged, apparantly wiith odequate cause, that some
selectors were vaxing up riverside biocks s

was sent to Melbourne and thence +Ho india. The Survey Derariment

o)
revenue %o Victoria., An Investligation in 1286 revealed that nine-tenths

P

of River Red Jum ix the Murray Zorests | Shen believed 3o cover Zome

225,000 acres) was being cut oy Victorianm millers For the vast wrogronme
oI public works soutir of the .urray. EZchuca was 'She main dspot and

271
centre 01 the lurray Timber irade,™ There were

nine saw-mill plants on the Victorian bank of the
durray fronting our forest rezerves,...capable ol
turnicg out 71,000 superriciel Zeet of simber

- Pleds)
every daye.<ic

H,

Cn the N.5.W. side of the river there were only three mills, and one o

268 Wm., Martindale : The Extra Tharmecopceia, 4th ed., Lond., 1885,
PPe178-17%.

g 3Buxton : Riverina, p.148

0 V. & P. Zeg. Assembly NSW, 1865-1866, III, pp.9%-10l. OCstensibly,
these reserves were made Zor "the preservation of the public
interests Irom monopoly of Irontage’™ to the river, The main point
seems to have been to sareguard the interests of large oastoralists
rather than the timber

-

271 DTorester Manton In Ag. Ga
t
1

.lA

photographs orf
3 and o the

existing river Iorest a
Bchuca WharT, Chapter IV
272 Ag. Goz. NSW, 1894, p.5d4,
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73
these near Earham, was ovned by a Victorian company.

By the time the economic depression of the nineties filled
274

Sydney "with homeless and foodlass men", River Red Gum was congiderecd

to be ‘"the tree which produces direcily to the Colony by far the nmost
I 275 e .

revenue of all our irees." 7 Accordingly one relief oroject wms tihe

establishment of "wucemployed camps’ on the Murray, ilen wers set %o

cleaning and thirming the river rorestc o promcte detter growith, A%

the time, it was thought that The uliinaie in relief works jokes! had
R . - . ‘ 276
been achieved, tut e resulis were apmarsnily quite spectacular,”’ In

1964, some 370,000 acres of River Red Gum forests still remnined alon

the

furray between Corowa and Lake Victoria west of Wentworth, and along
: the Tach] g 27T
some reaches of the ILachlan and .

", ..n0 nroner exyeriments nave ret been mode..."

-

Even at the 2nd of the aineteenth century it still seemed to

some, who based thelr criticism uporn the lack of variety of the local
h

imbers in the markets, that there had been a2 culzable lack of progress

273 ibid. "The principal means of Transit Ior nearly the whole
timber orn the ilurray forests 13 by river; tThe logs are haule
the river bank in Jinkers, zhence floated down with the sitrean
the reserves 2above in bvargez conetructed for the ouruose
long transverse outriggers, to which the logs are

and nal; out of the water. The barges when drl_t*ng dovm tl
are kXept in the middle oi she river by means of a long chain
along the bot tom. ..attzched <o the sterm-vost of the barze:s
plan...was only discovered accidently

Hoama, wnen the logs...are sawn in she immediate neighbourhoo
are loaded in borges and towed up stream by steamers to the
saw-mills of Echuca, and the sowan timber is sent by railway
Melbourne, with the exception of the small gquantity <hat goes by
river to the Derling and Murrumbidgee." Manton : ;oc.cit.

274 Aust. Forestry Jour., Jan. 1918, p.

275 Maiden in Ag. Gaz, NSW, 18¢%4, p.d49.

276 Aust. Poresirv Jour., J2n. L918. p.24., Richard Tycho Dalrymple Hay
(1861-1943), later Forestry Commissicner of N.S.7. was associated
with this project in the Ilurray Forests, which by 1918 were
yielding about 1C,000,000 super. “eet or Red Gum annually, most of
it still going wo Victoria.

277 NBW Forestry Commission : ForesSt Resources, Regions and Trees of
New South Wales, Syd., 1964, n.6.

F e




timbe

r market. Yet during the latter hell of the century, even while

orests, and other IZorests too, was undertaken. This was prompted

scientific imsiitution with z professional botanist as Director;

rel
+
Uad!
nfercst in having the Sydney Sotanic Gardens urgraded to a fully
278

Snird, the development of 2 vasy iransport network, especially of

ired, 2nd fourin, thers was & series of remarkable Internaticnal

Tarta S A g a = b . 3 <9 <7 S T 3 rAt —~ -
Zxhivitions Ior which comprenensive disnlays or N.3.7. Tinmbers were

S
ided., CThese ractors ensured 2 consclisentious investigation of irees,

nly a2t the scientilic level by being allotted a2 name and classificatio
n a ziven system, but aiso at the p v witilitarian level =23 which
> J b4 5

the vrecise physical propersiss oI timbers for pariicular constructional

curcoses were asceriained,.

272 +thisz is discussed in Shanter Y,

27C  Zocal shipobuilding contirued 3o develop. In 1873 it wes claimed
shat "The largest ship-building Dsta%lishment in Sydrey is that of
Jre som Juthbers, whno wdred hands...The aggregate
~onnage oT wvessels built in the olon is 76,700, %tons Ircnbark is
vell suited for kesls, kelsons, stringers, and, in fact any tarsg
I 2 ship requiring sirengzth...The gum is well adapted Zor planking,

; <1 akes Iirst-class treenails while the non-shrinking

Wales ... Syd., 1873, pp.66-67. In 137

f;’

nake e
qualities of the beech have merked it out for decks and other
figtings...Jor a few pounds the ship-builder can cut and cart away
a5 much timber 2s wi_l him the whole of the year, =nd it is
2stimated that ~he g of saw-mills take 100,000 feet of
timber for every £ qnej pay the Govermment for license to cut.
Shipbuilding is carried on on the Ricmnmond, Clarence, Manning, 2nd
she Clyde Rivers, atv 3risbane Water, Terrigal, Cape Hawke, and
wervis! Bay, Tweniy years ago the average size of vessels built

was from 15 to 50 tons, tut the average now runs Irom 50 to 500 tons
soodirs Cuthbert is tuilding rour fi schocners,..Zor the Admiral<iy
» e ZOr service In the South Sea Islands..,.''C. Robinson : New Scuth

5 1871 20 vessels were built in
7.5.%. (total, 1,798 tons) and in 1880, 41 vessels (total, 2,790
sons ). There were 26 ship and boat-building establishments in 1871,
and 81 in 1880. Richards : Yew Scuth Wales, 1881, p.77. See 2lso
Jeorge 3ennett's comment in Tootncte 10,100, 1.362,
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As early as the 1830s some observers, who were concermed about

sing she nutural resources of the Colony, scathingly criticized the

apparent lack of scientific investigation of the forests

As we

It will not surprise any one...that no sroper siperimentisz
nhave yel been made, on the gualities iifrer
varieties of the wood oI these trees; ) >4
Government or individual emed it wors H vnile a2ven o

de
- 280

s
maks a2 collectiorn oI them.

have seen, this was not 2 valid criticism, Tor many colleczions

of timbers nhad in Fact been mace, but they had all been referred -o

d for testing and for "proper experiments’., The real wealness
the lack of any published Tindings oI such tests as wers xmade.,

results of tests were sometimes rel

despatches o the Governor and thus were generally inaccessiple. The

c
great need was for communicaticn through readily-available rublished

material, either n Proceedings of learmed sociciles or in 2 "handy-book!

or "popular guide", all likely %o ne more accessible and cervainly less

Tormidable Ihan parliamentary sapers and the massive Tlora Australiensis,

published between 1863 and 18728. 3Zut without carerul botanical

ification, '"vroper experiments' were useless, as indeed much of the
v exXperimental work nad saown. Careful findings were gziven Zor

-

timbers which were virtually impossible ¢ identify, since only brozad

4

rernacular names were used.

The increasing amount oI neavy constructicnal work Zoreced the

o)
In November 1848, the Liverpool Provisional Tram and Railway

issue. ¥
. . 281 - - -y s o A

Company adopted 2 Iepors on imbers likely o be suitable for railwny
construction. Timbers mentioned wers "three iT not four descriptions of

1282 - - s e 28 . 2eL
Iron RBark! , "two kxinds of box, the real and bvastard" 3? Plooded Gum

‘ 285 . 286 287 . 288

Tea-tree ’ Mahogany s Spotted Gum and Turvpentine. Interestingiy,
the Tirst train finally steamed from Sydney to Parramatia in September,
1855 on r=ils supporied by sleepers principelly hewn from Red or Brozd-

S

leaved Ironbari, E.Tibrosa, much of it from 2 property between Homebush

280
281

=
bs!

ienderson : Observations (1832} p.130.

Roilwny Papers, ML. A281. pp.ll-14.

282 "The red white & scrub" -- provably Z.fibrosa {or S.sideroxvlon);
T.paniculata and Z.crebra.

283 E.moluccana and H.bosistoana.

284 as the report woe chiefly concerned with the resources of the County
of Cumberlond, this would nave bee” E.saligna and/or E.deanei

285 Melaleuca gquinguenervia or M.linariifolia.

286 E.resinifera or Z.pellita.

287 m.maculata.

288 Syncarpia zlomulifera.
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and Roclkwood. ~° In liarch 1258, the first significant controlled tests

J.3.%. nardwoods were conducted not by a bovanist at the Rotanic

3 oA < i) 3 ~— .
determine their strengihn
s e
ravitiss of the tinbers

"delicazte

which ne was Deruty liaster, Ward's were conducted o

enlicnten

nlighten
architects and engineers, and indeed,...all interested
in the aedvarncement of the colony...”or years our
puilders have been placing girders and joists of iron

T
s c
beriz and o%her colonial iimbers, in houses, wishout
S e gv the strain that

e Tnelir dimenzions.

o
O
=3

- S 3 —_——d e - P A a M PR =2 e
dJerd concducsed Iouxr eXperinents 2 2acl CI Iour Timoers S0

other qualities,

rro
O WO
AR

zislative Council, as secrsiary
. 2nd as a trustee of i

Australian luseun belore teccming Iirst Deruty Master of the
Meldbourme iint which he opened in 1872, Sce Proc.Roy.Soc. J8W, 18¢c0,

pr.10-11,

The +timbers, ''fresh cut, baken Trom trees in the neighbourhood of
Belford...18 miles Zrom llaitland and 10 miles from Singleton on the
Great Jorshern Toad" were desigrated "Iron-tark", "Siringy-varic!,
Uhox!" end''Spotsted Sum', urobably E.ovaniculaia (or B.orebra); I.
eugenioides; Z.moluccarna; and EZ.maculata., 7. & P. leg. Asseﬁflv ASW,
185&, II, pp.697-8%c,

Seams of timber were cuppcried on iron Trestles 4 £, apart and
weights were 2poplied o the centre of the team "and increased by =
cwts. at a time, av intervals of hall-an-nour $ill the elasticity
was evidentl; destroyed,”" The irterval was then increased to one
novr, znd at the end oI each interval the peam was gently relieved of
its weight by a screwjack. V. & P. Leg., Assembly IISW, loc.cit.

oy 2. Barlow.
W.R. Collest, wno ovecame the firct Commissioner oFf Moin Roads in

1861 did the actuzl collscting.



Chief Commissioner Zor Railways. In these tests, 5ox, proovzbly Z.moluccona
255 ., PN -2 P -
gave the pest ra2sulvs. ward callad ror camnles of other timbers such
as Grey Gum, &.punctata and Scrub 3Besiwood, Stenocarvus szlignus with
which to conduct Zurtner experlments.
Shorsly afitervards, Jard conducted a more comprehensive series of
experiments at 3he reguest ol Fovernor Denlison and 2t the cxrense of the
. S 287 . ;
railway vete. Once agaln the samples were lisht beanms tested wizh
trestles and weighnts. O the elgnty-scvern specimens tested, nineiecrn canme
- - 238 \- 299 L s 2
{rom near Serrina, seven from near Albury, eight Zrom near Bywenfels;
L5 201 - - .
zleven From Singleson, Iurrurundi and Armlazxe,’ Tour Ifrom “timber used
4 -2 ol 3 > HBO2 o
in the construction o liudgee Zridae and Shirfty-eighs were from Cueens-
=07
land.””” The laster were sensibly "acesmranied by the flower and Fruig!
wndch en and thereby render the
2xperiments specimens were identificd pv
"the names usually givexn %o tiem oy he sawyers of each district, hardly
appropriate in tests conducted n scizntific lines! This time, Red Iron-
. - ; 1.3 ; Cd
sexrlk, orobavly Z.3ideroxXylion,wss revezled as the 3trongest.3 " Fursher
235 The full resulis of the exgeriments, =and sample calculations o guids
engineers in sheir cholee OI timber oI given dimensions, a2re in 7,% P,
Teg. Assembly ISW, 1853, IZ. p0.5:7-599,
206 o ve 4'4% long and 22" sguare in ssction.
287 5' long and 2" square in section.
298 M"eollected by r. lloggridge, Disirict Surveyor.?
299 ficollected oy lir. F. Adams, Jlgtrl < Surveyor.'
200 Yeollected by lr. Dawsonm, Di3TricT Surveyor.“
201 collected by "ir. CJollett and lir. Woods", District Surveyors.
302 "collected by the Commissioner Tor Railways."
303 E.W. Ward: "Timber of Jew South Wales and Queensland", 6 Feb.l1861,
report presented to both :fouses. 7.Z& P.leg.Assembly NSW,1861, II,
DDe 339-354,
304 The full tabulated resulis are not repeated nere, AS perore, Iour
gvperiments were ccnducted with cach timber to obtain mean resulis.
The N.S.7. timbers :n\:?uce'1 a Iairly wide sampling of koardwcods and a
Iew brushwoods : Xed Ironbtari, D.S;“QTOijon, White or Grey Ironbark,
F.vaniculate; larrow-ieaved Ironbark, Z.crebraj; White Stringybark,
I.zloboidea; Red or Rlue-leaved ;t‘~rg"narA, L.aggiomerata; Mountnin
or Black Ash, Z.sieberi; Grey 3ox, u.molucc ana; Yellow 2cx,E.melliodora:
Bloodweod, E.qﬂ iTera; White Guh, .viminalis or E.haemastcma; 3lack--
19 avaY N DL aAr1s55 o " YY) =, longis a3 Smooth~varked ADpLEe
butt, nilularis; Woollvybusy, orz*‘ol“a' mooth~varked Apple,
Angopnora costata: rorest Jak, Casuarina torulosa; Turpentine,3vncarnia
o T : - S w‘- e e
glomulifera; White Cypress, Calliiris nugelii; Red Cedar, Toona
australis; Coachwood, Ceratopetalum apetalum: Sassarras, Doryphora
sassafras; 3rush Cherry, Syzygium raniculatum. Timbers used in the
Mudgee 3ridge Incliuded Slaty 30x, D.dawsonl, Yellow Box, Z.melliodora

and White 3o0x,
inadequate for sc
(especially the
Mahogany, xnowm
referred as "%

~

Eucalypts} 2and some
since 1790 by Smith's

T .manogani't,

I.albens. Once agzin tne classifications were completelry

ivntific Tests. oSt species were incompletely named

werc incorrectly named, e.g.forest
name of E.resinifera, was
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eXperiments to desermine the properties of colonial timbers wers

3C6

conducted, not only in New South Wales and the other Colonies, but also

land, where in 1875, Thomas Lasletd, "Timper Instector to zh

irnlty" published his wvaluable Timper and Timber Trees, Native and

Foreign.307 Much of this enauiry was still prompted largely by roilway
requirements,EC8 and when the Taculty of Engineering vas sstablished at
Sydney University in 1884, i3 was 2 Tormer ralilwayman Willilam Henry Warre:?(
who was appointed the first Professcr. Iy the end of 1886, Warren was able

to tell the Royal Scciety of H.Z.W. of his investigations into the sirength

elasticity of unspecified Ironbark timber carried out "in the Zngin
Iaboratory of Sydney University by means of

Although "testing machines" had becn devised to remove much oT
inaccuracy of earlier a2Xperiments, there were, as Frederick Camypoell

some factors to De watched, if experiments in ftimber teclmology were

308

309

310

1%y, Tronsverse and longitudinal
s o rupture, cic.
.g. exveriments carrisd out by the Viczorian Rzilway Dent. in 186
River Red Zum, Z.comaidulznsis; by J... balfour in New Zealand,
1; by 3aron von Mueller znd Johann Georg Iuehmann in Victoria; by
erick A, Campbell at Feelong in 1879 upon ten timbers, including
1asmanian 3lue Gum, T.zlobulus; Broad-leaved Ironbark, E.Z ibrosa;
iiessmate, L.oblicua; 3lacxwood,; icacia melanoxylon; River Red Gun,
m.camaldulensis and zed Cedar, Tocna =zustralis. '
Iaslett hoped shat his work would serve as "a Handy-book on ‘iome and
Toreign Timber, Zor ship and house bullding purposes’ Tor suen iz,
in the opinion o7 many, much required.” Iaslett appreciated that there
were "botanical treatises'" but they laciked "practical applicatic
mowledge to She wants of the shipwright 2nd carpenter..." In 1

-
.
O

s A

},_l
13 owu
D O
Qi fa 8

894
Prof, H.M. Yord revised and reissued Laslett's work, devoting Ch&ptér
{HLIITI $o Australian timbers. Werd m *“tained that "among the most
astonishing advances in =ccnomic 2otany have Deen the develonnmentis of
ur mowledge > the itimbers oI the “pmmr%ﬁbWG and intercsting
Australian Myrtlies “e'ona~ak to the difficuls genus Zuc2lyoiuS...''
3ee Proc.Roy.Soc.Vic. IVI LIX, 1880 and 1883%; i=ziden : Useriul

Plants {1889 ); also Proc.dof.boc. VDL, 182 for other early
exnerimental work.

2.,2. the work »T John Whiticn, Engineer—in—Chief Tor Railways ond that
of the Railway 3ridges Inquiry Commission. Proc.Rov.30c¢..0SW,1886,p.261.
William Henry Jarren (1852-1926) who held the Choir, for over 40 years,

published The Strength and Zlasticity of Hes SOthAlebe uvd ) in
1887. See alzo Warren's "Timber Zhysics - Treatise on Timber Tests an
Summary of Results" in R.D, {ay- orestry Hondbook: Part I: Foress
Principles and Zractice,

D
2roC.iovedcc. 5W, 1886, 2.

Proc.RoyvsS0c, 7ic., LLIIZ,

[o%
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the samples were seasored; the size of the samples tested., Campbell alcso

rizhtly pointed out izt anctwishstanding the "establishment in our

Universits of 2 complete testing machine',

- N o cov b ~ - T
tested telings must be thorougily estia

the particulor species of timber 10 which e
- By
D

Yet, Canptell did not 4dismiss the eZforts of the umscholarl:y. The advent
0T She testing mocnine

sheuld not zrsvent others...who have nc apraratus

from assisting in the work, for the more numerous

the experinente the nearer to the ftruth do we

s necessary is the inclination

The o d with corc na paticnce in

carry.ng 17 SUl. g ghest bushman in the

Aing 2 Few stlcks with weights, and
T 13 to be xnown about these
these weights, adds $o the

: d, =nd his rough work, i

n

arrive, AL that

for the Woril,

only careful, Irue, and full, may rank with that
of nigh o°rficials whe work in dockyards or
laboratories with perfect machines arnd paid
assistants. D¢ may sven rank berore them as a
beneractor 1 ais werk be complete, theirs
imperfect, in the respect that complete inowliedge,
however Limized, 1g truth, and i1s ssiablished For
ever, wnilst lmperfect xnowledge, nowever sxiensive,
z T <

Like nis contemporary, 5. Z. Laiden, znd like J. T. Zigge long before,

Frederick Campobell,; civil snginecr, respecied the rractical lmowledge of
312

the man in the busn.

I35 was inevisaple thoat Y"the men in the bush! would sometimes

revolt against opinicns imvosed upon nim from above, even if they should

come IZrom the Railways Derarwnent which nad long taken a2 lead in the Tield

H

of weod vecnnology. Ths ¥0 publish an irate

letter of 29 Dec. 1890 IZrom Jomnm L. Ruthiven oI POrs yacauarie avincing
surprise and alarm that sthe Rallway Commissioners should still be insisting
upon newn, rather Shan sawn slzepers despite the waste, =2nd upon ironbark

Tzllow=wood grey gum, mahogany, and mnatursd

1
- bl ?
blackbutt are Zar and avay more lasting Snan ironbark...

7.A. Camppbell : "The Want o a Uniform System in Ixperimenting urnon
Timber®, Proc.Rov.3oc.Vic., XXIIT, 1887, p.249.

cr. R.7. Baker : The Hardwcods of Australia, Syd., 1919, p.24 : "Iab-
oratory tests must...0e studied in conjunction with the empirical
xmowledge of the practical man."

W
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e T

it s algh time
ironbark was 'busted un'!,
won'!t take the

one of our bzaody
carning nis mucn TOO
seoxrching inguiries
but from practical

hariwoods, other tnan ironveri, I SHRCTCRes

Txtreme differences in opinion over the meriis =2nd demeriss of Simbers
from various places suitable Ior vorious furposes, only emrzhasised the

A a~

Ironbark, in its various rorms, retoined IS reputation as Yking of

to note that 1t is Zlackbuis. so warzly admired by Alexander Zarris in the

1820s, which remaing "the Tbread and

"fheorists™ and "practical men’ remaing, and among timber nen it is easy

e) prso;nltate ar argument aout the best timber $o use for a ceriain

~ 1 —~ PLaa 4 s - -—— . o~ 1 < PR 3
purpose. In 1E84, however, 2 signilicont contributicn was made to oridging
I A Mnea Aaca- NotT N7 A ~rofescsiorel AciohBehn ~ roa AvaTt A ars K
wllS Zd D once agaill Ow DY & T QIeSSLCe. DOTEXILI T, 2UT o7 2 4dArarssran bt
21 a
z7
L T v - sl -+ -~ PRI = - 2 mey Y SR T Y P .
the Survcyor-General's Devartment. This investigatcor, Arvid Jilson, in

o =g

- 7 e Il INERY: ! TTavry X Npaala T < P ] o -
submitting The Timper Trees of Ilew Soutll Jaleg Jor wpublication by h

Forest Conservancy EZraonch or She Devariment oT iines, laid claim $o "no

originality' save in '"the general arrangement of fthe datter’!, The "matter?
was congiderable, and admirably summarised. It included scolegical notes,
e

nints on zeasoning and presexrviag Simper,” 7 the qual;tles, lassiZication

314  Cempoell @ opeciite

315 iiaiden : Forest flora SV, I, 0.177.

316 Ag. Gaz. 3w, 1893, 2.757.

317 S. Xelly : Zucalywnts, ilelb., 1262, ».47. In 1895, J.H. Laiden stated,
"If I were asked to naome Ihe Th e¢ 20ST valuable sinters oF Yew South
Waless, I should say Grey I-onbark, CTedar and Zeech.,” On the other

nond "some people' consicerea Zlaciwood, Acacia melanoxrlon "o be the

most valuable". Ag., Gag. USW, 1894, 0.130 wnd 1EY5, p.288. It l.ngely

depended on the purnose 2l had in mind,
318  Arvid Silson (1844-1830) entered the public service ir 1868, and in
«o(4 WS ppointed drafisman in tne Tept. of llines. Ze became a

o - -

General's Dept., Jept. of Iends, In 187G
and remained so unt;# m*u death, 10 znov. 1830, ZIands Dept. Records;
SiH, 11 Nov. 1850,

using such compounds as iron sulzhate, copper sulpnzte, zinc chloride,
mercury bichloride, and T o 's process of saturation with
the liquid called 'creoscte'l.,.2 xind of siten 0il," Nilson : Timber
Trecs, Del7.

Wi
l._l
O
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e . 325 . . . o
one of the ¥N.3.W. Commissioncrs for the Paris Exhibition of 18585,
Macarthur meticulously collected 24¢ specimens of timbers from all three

; . . L . . , 326
of his ecological '"classes' in "{the Southern Districts"” raying speci~l
attention o plant names used oy 2borigines and sawyers, and %o the
N . : 327 . L
habitat and uses of the irees, whers xnovm,. Botanical classification
was attempted, with ¢5 of the 249 samples veing allotited specific nome

e
over 120 otkrers thel

H
(o8
D
i3
[4)])
=
'J
(¢}

s
names,; and most oI the remainder their family
classifications -- a remarkable achievement for the time.329 Macarthur's
collection far surpessed that of the professional Charles lioore'!s 352

. . . 30
samples from 'the Nortaern Dlstrlcts.”B’

Strangely, ilcore did not visit
the reinforests 'on the banks oi the Clarence, Richmond, Tweed, and other
oT the norihern rivers.’” He maintained that

ret kmown of the timbers growing in these

llcore at this stage did not consider it "advisable to take any notice! of
aboriginal ncmenclature
iless, with sach tribe.” Y
potanical classificaticns were lamentably weak. Most samples were 2liotsed

, A . . ’ . s - q
N0 name at ali, & I2W were Z1vVen generic rames (e.g. Acac1a, Grev1¢;ea,

. \ 5 o o 5 s oz a P .
Casvarina; and 2 Ifew family classiiications, but only one was given a

homson and iMatithew Henry lfarsa, both
Furiher notes on Macarthur are

r

L]
t.8eq., and in Chapter ©

the others were Zdward Deas T
mentioned elsewhere in this s
contained in Chapter III rp.Z2
326 see Chapter III, pp.207-2C8.
327 see Macartmur's MS working list of the first 107 specimens in JVacarthur
Pavpers, Jol.l09,iL. D185, pp.l24-126.
328 not all of which would be now accepted. There were duplicates of
some sSamples.
329 i% is worth noting that #illian Macarthur's nephew, Edward Macarshur
Bowman (son of Dr. James Zowman and Mary Macarthurg collected timber
specimens at Ravensworth and Camden in 1844 and 1845. He also noted
aboriginal names of irees, localities, soil types, dimensions, ucges,

"N
N
(%)

VLD e
y DDe 450,467,

/

etec. and attempted some botanical names. See Edward EZowman : ¥isc.
Ietters and Papers, 1843-1351, L. 44297, pp.l72-173 whers 17 specimens
are listed, chiefly IKucalvypntus, Acacia, Casuarina and Zxocarstos. It

ig likely that Bowman assisted 2is uncle later.

330 Horeton Bay and Wide Bay. Beth Northern and Southern collections
were "accompanied by dried specimens.”

321 Catalogue : Paris Exhib. 1855, ».123.

332 ibid. George Caley however had long before used such names to some
benefit during his pilcneer work on the genus Ducalyptus. See Thesis T,
PDe124-125
PPelco=LlcDe
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specific name and that was probvably wrong. Prom the wide range of

>

timber samples, "a selected set of specimens from the hard durable

carpentry woods of the collection" was transferred to Captain Fowke,

Secretary tc the Eritish Department of Science and Ari, <o be "subjected
4o a series of experiments to test their strength, flexibility, 2ca."””~
Macarthur's industry earmed him the lledaille d'Homneur and a knightioodi””

Macarthur and Moore again submitted *timber colleciione for the

-

1862 Tondon Zxhibition, the former - ° sending 193 specimens Trom <ne
southern districts and Moore 115 specimens from the Clarence an
districts. This time Moore nad full botanical classifications” Zor all

but a few of nis svecimens, tie aboriginal names of several ané notes sn

nhabitat (most were fronm rainforests) ancd uses, Macarthur'!s notes revealed
nis customary care and erudition. Captain Fowke'!s services were once asad
requested and iwenty samples of Zucalyoptus timbers went to nim Tor tessin
Timpers from Macarshur and Yoore were displayed once more in Zaris in

Macarthur again had the assistance of the Rev. James Zassall and Zdwaerd S.
1

submitted 156 samples Zrom the Clarence and Richmond.

S
3y 1870 Moore's knowladge oI the forests had so develorped Zhas

he was able to supply Tor the Sydney Intercolonial Exhibition an accsouns

340

of seventy srvecies of rainforest trees,” Tifty-Towr hardwoods Irom the

5333 Acacia venduia, an inland species. iloore, whose botanical xnowledge
was at one stage seriously questioned, had been in the Csolony only
since 1848, He acknowledged that "the genera and species or Zhe
several kinds have not yetv pbeen accurately determined.”" See Chavter
V., Macarthur on the other hnand, was then a2 "currency lad" In nis
mid-fifties.

334 Wm. Macarthur in llacarthur Papers, Vol. 109, L, D185, p».1.C6.

235 Hloore!s collectiorn won a silver medal,

336 with the acknowledged assistance of the Rev. James Hassall {(then
Rector of Berrima) and of "Messrs. Hill & Henaghan." Tor corresctondenc
vetween Macarthur and Hill concerning the Specimens, see Yacarthur
Papers, Vol. 41, L. A2937, pp.244-247 and 306-313.

327 i.e. family, genus, species. Dr. Gecrge Benneti saw the significant

point here. Writing %o Sir Vm. J. Hooker, 20 Nov. 1861, 3ennett
mentioned that {oore 'Thas made 2 Iine collection of woods Zrom the
Vorthern Districit', adding, "but what is more inporzant lIr. Zloore :is
at gresent in the Clarence & Richmond river Districts collsching
flowers or Ifruits or both of the woods collected," Bennett Trapers,
ML. FM3/227. Classification of the “srees was thus made possible.
328 for specific gravity, breaking weight, crushing weight, etc. The
tapulated results of some or Fowke's exXveriments were published,
See Lond. Zxhib. 1862, p.33.

330 NSW Catalogue Paris Exhib., 1867, Appendix pp.l-26 and 27-48,
340 Moore supplied the full botanical classification of 2ll but Zour, Tor

which he gave generic, but not specific names.
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sclerophyll forestsB4l ana two species of Cypress pine, with notes on
distribution and on such uses as were known.34 Macarthur and loors
sent similar collections to the Phniladelohia Exhibition of 1876. To
widen the range oI sSpecimens, loore sent the Botanic Gardens collector,
William Carron to the Clarence wanere in August and September 1875 he
"ecollected in all 74 species of timbers with specimens of the leaves,

flowers and fruits...'" Carron thereby ''ccllected about double the number

of species contained in the 1ist" he was given, "many of which wers not

otvtained for the Exhibition in Tondon of 1862, or the Paris Exhibition of
1867...”34J Here is clear evidence of the stimulus given %o forest

exvploration by the IZxnibitions, and of the desirs to make new discoverie
344

especially for these displays.
Tor the great Sydney Intermaticnal Exhibition of 1879, *the ¥.3.W.
Devartment of lMines prepared 'z most magnificent, 2xtensive, and instructive

1

coilection of 320 specimens of the various timbers indigenous to this
345

doubtless obtaineda chiefly througn lloore. This widely

Colony™,

representative collection included over Iorty samples of Fucalyptus

timber as well as many brusawood timbers Zrcm both southerm and northerm

rainforests. The Melbourme Internavional Zxtibivion of 1880

Vo Xaidard
2

disvlayed...a collection of specimens, arranged
by ¥r. Charles lloore...Zach specimen was labelled
with its natural order, scientific name, local
name, height of tree, diameser o it3 stem and
nabitat.
1 1 s - 3 a S ; ”346
This collection also contained "upwards o forty eucalypts.
These IExnibitions nct only stirred "official" investigation of
the forests. The "practical men" and inveresied amateurs were encouraged

if

%0 display the timbers they nad been accusiomed o using, even if on a

341 principally Acocia, Angocvhora, Banisia, Casuarina, Bucalyptus,
Helaleuca, Syncarpia and Tristania.
342 C. Moore : "On the Woods or iew Scuth ¥ales'", in Indust, Progress

NSW Exhib. 1870, ppn.633-661.

343 Carron to Moore, Oct. 1875, Carron Papers, ML,, $351-2.

344 about this time, Carron brought tc »otanical notice his discovery on
the Bellinger River of the Negrohead or Antaraetic 3eech, which Mocze
named Fagus carroni. The tree is now mown as Jothofagus moorei.
See photograph Chapter IiI, p.l67.

345 Syd. Exhib. 1879, p.719.

346 llelbourne Intermational Exhibition, 188C0-1881 : 0fficial Record,
Helb., 1882, p.cxxxix.




small seale within a restricted area,

1

Never before had there been

such opportunities for people interested in timber to appreciate the

347

e.g. to the 1855 Paris Exhibition, John Blaxland of Iiverpool Plains,
W. Busby or Cassilis ana C.C. Forhes of Bathurst all sent specimens
of Miyall wood" (Acacia vendula;; James Chisholm of Goulburn sent
specimens Ifrom ais districs; John Humpnries of Xincumber sent 2
Rosewood log; Wm. Wilson of ILismore sent "barks and wcods" from Ihe
Richmond, ana others sent specimens orf Red Cedar, Tulip-wood, elc.

to the 1862 Tondecn Bxhibition, Harry Thompson of Camden sent
"21 specimens or various woods adapted for posts, rails, beams,
plough feet, felloes, spokes, laths, bhatten, shingles, &c."; "+ne
M!Leay River Commitiee per J.B. Casey" exhibited "seventeen specimens
of wood, from the H'Zeay River" and 3.7. Rudder of Xempsey sent
another collection; Thomas S. Mort sent a "Log of Brigalow" (Acacia

narpoohylia); A. Dawsor, Colonial Architect, Sydney, sent two

collections of building timbers, and others exhibited specimens from
posts which nad been long in the ground, parts of fences, and even a
piece of Spotted Gum (Z.raculata)"from the hull of steamer William
the Fourth built 2t Clarance Tovm in 1830. Pibres, barks, gums,
mernt and specimens of cabinet work were also exhibited.

to the 1867 Paris Ixhibition, Z.W. Rudder of Xempsey sent &9
timber specimens, including Red Cedar, Rosewood, White Beech, Flo

Gum, Turpentine, 3loodwood, Forest Jak, etc.; Jomn Cuthbert, ship-

builder of ililler's 2t., Sydney sent a case made from 30 species of

native timbers; other %imber samples were sent by William Jolly

and Lyall ScoIt of Ourimban, and by James RBarnet, Colonial Architect.
i

b
e

to the 1878 Sydnevy Zxhibition, A.R. Crawford of Walcha sent
"mineteen varieties or timber’ with vermacular names and uses; the

ty sent "Iifty-four varieties

Clarence Fastoral and agriculifural Socie
d ornamental specimens' but

o7 timber, bracing nunerous useful

unfortunately nc inrormation zccompanied them; similarly T. 2Bryant
of Camden submitted "an extensive collection of 285 specimens of
indigenous timbers...in znezatly polished blocks! but 2ll were unnamed
and no inforzation was sent; Ihe Australian Agricultural Co. of
Newcastle sent "an interesting and instructive collection of 186
Specimens, comprising seventy varieties of timber zrown on the Port
Stephen (sic) and Warrah Zstates" -- these were "neatly labelled"
and accompanied by "inTormation regarding size and uses"; the Mudgee
Committee sent specimens of IMyall {Aczcia pendula), Yerron (é,
homalonnylla) ond vorlous Euealypts (including Slatey Gum, probably

L.dawsoni; Yellow 3ox, Z.melliodcra: White Box, E.altens; Ironbark,

probably Z.sideroxylon); some "gentlemen of the Illawarra district"
sent timbers cut "mo Instructive inTormation'; the Parramatta Road
Trust Commissicners submisted "an interesting exhibit of 23 specimens
of old timbers" used in various ways for 36 to 60 years, and V.
Stewart of Sydney exhibited "roughly sawvm cedar timbers in first
stages of manufacture" £

for furmiture.
to the 1880 Melbourme Exhibition, P. Magrath of Yass and T.
Page of Grafton both sent timber exhibits.
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roange of native timbers, whether or not some use had been found for them.

Neither had there ever been such opportunities to assemble Tor local and

international publication the virtual sum of botanical and practical

¥nowledge of colonial
polished or unpolished, the specimens dispelled forever the notion that

rees. PFully classified or not, useful or not,
§

the Australian bush was without variety. The completeness of knowlzdge

of some trees was revealed as clearly as the lamentable igrorance of

others. These zssemb

lages of specimens, notes and descriptions not only

indicated the fislds in which botanical investigation had been effectively

pursued, but also promoted research into areas previously neglzcted. The

Exhibitions thus served as notice-boards indicating both achievemenss and

needs, and their overall impact upon the more thorough and directed

investigation of the bush can hardly be exaggerated.

"No

country has been more favoured..."

the

and

"the shakes". &

Cook, Banks

\

and the first setilers nad had mueh to say about

nard, heavy, unyielding 3imbers given to shrinking, warping, rending

century arter Cook, the director of the only

Government botanical institution in the Colony claimed, on the basis of

his own experience and of other evidence, that

10 country has been more favourad by Yature with a2

greater
strong,

-

variety and abundance of Trees yielding
veautiful, and durable Timbers than the

Colony of Mew South Wales.-

Furthermore, "trees possessing these qualities zbound in more or less

quantities" over 'the

necessary requirement

for exportation® nad “econsiderably diminished the supply of severa
T ¥ opLy
e e 350
valuable 1«:3_no.s.”’5 7

the diminution of vimber ressources was conccecrned.

X
greater part" of the Colony,“49 although "<he

5 Zor building and fencing...for public works and

(]

Free selactlon was seen as the great evil as far as

351

Regret was still

248

Moore in Indust.

this encouraging
D.562.

ibid. lloore did
Murray Districts
timber trees in
ibid.

Progress NSW 2xhib. 1870, p.633. George Reid quoted

claim in his An Zssay on New South Wales, Syd., 1876,

except "some parts of the Manero, Murrumbidgee, and
' Strangely he made no mention of the dearth of
the far west.

Moore peointed particularly to "the forests of Illawarra, and those
clothing the banks of nearly all the rivers north of it", but did

not mention the wasteful methods of cutiing timber., Wm. Carron also

referred to the selectors' clearing activities, and how these had
Zorced him into the upper reaches orf the Clarence when collecting
timber specimens in 187%.
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